
MICHAEL J. PHILLIPS SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM 
 

 

What is the Michael J. Phillips Scholarship Program? 
Sing Out Detroit is committed to being a community choir where 

all choir members work together to make music and have fun.  

Everyone brings their own time, talent and treasure to the 

organization.  We bring these items in varying amounts but all are 

equally valuable and necessary to the choir.  In order to facilitate 

full participation by all members, the board has established a 

small but limited scholarship fund and a process to enable those 

individuals who are experiencing financial difficulty to still fully 

participate and contribute to the organization.  It is our 

organization’s belief that financial hardship should never prevent 

a member from joining our chorus. 

 

This scholarship fund has been established in honor of Michael J. Philips, who was a beloved member of Sing Out 

Detroit for many years.  He was our artistic director and responsible for creating many of our beautiful sets over 

the years.  Michael suddenly passed away in August 2015. 

  

  

Is there any commitment expected in return? 
Any choir member in good standing may request financial assistance from the board, to be applied towards 

their dues payment.  In exchange for financial assistance, recipients will be requested to reimburse Sing Out 

Detroit in the form of hours of service.  For every $20 requested, the recipient will be expected to reimburse Sing 

Out Detroit with one (1) full hour of service, not including personal travel time.  There are many opportunities for 

members to provide assistance with activities such as set-up/teardown at the performance space, making 

costumes/set pieces, canvasing business for ad sales, helping put up concert flyers, cleaning up the storage unit, 

organizing the music library, and the many other myriad of tasks needed to keep our choir running. 

 

As with a choir member’s failure to pay dues, if the recipient fails to complete their commitment of hours of 

service, the recipient will not be eligible to perform in the concert.  Furthermore, the recipient will be considered 

ineligible for future scholarship opportunities. 

 

 

How much can I ask for and how can I apply? 
Requests can be made in increments of $20.  The maximum amount that can be requested is $60.  It is still the 

expectation that all choir members pay a minimum $20 in order to take their music binder home. 

 

To request assistance, you must fill out a Michael J. Phillips Scholarship Application Form no later than the third 

rehearsal date of the season.  Completed forms will be reviewed by the board and awards will be granted based 

on available funds.  Applicants will be notified by the fourth rehearsal date whether they were awarded a 

scholarship, how much was awarded to them, and who the specific board member is that they are designated 

to work with in order to fulfill their hours of service. 

 

 

What if my financial situation changes mid-season after I have been awarded a scholarship? 
Should your financial situation change, and you would like pay your dues instead of fulfilling your remaining hours 

of service, you are welcome to do so.  Please notify both the Treasurer and the specific board member that you 

were designated to work with to fulfill your hours of service of your requested change. 
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MICHAEL J. PHILLIPS SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION FORM 

 

  

 

Applicant Name:   Date:   

 

Phone Number:   

 

Email Address:   

 

 

Amount Requested: □ $20 = 1 hr of service □ $40 = 2 hrs of service □ $60 = 3 hrs of service 

 

 

Types of activities that I am willing to assist with: 

 □  Building sets/props/costumes □  Canvassing businesses for ad sales 

 □  Setting up before / Cleaning up after the concert □  Organizing the storage unit and music library 

 □  Distributing concert postcards/flyers □  Making practice tracks/lyric cheat sheets 

 □  Other (discuss with a board member) 

 

I understand that I am requesting funds in exchange for hours of service. 

I understand that a board member must pre-approve all hours of service before they are performed. 

I understand that singing in additional performances such as Motor City Pride, GALA, or other venues at which 

the choir has been requested to perform does not meet the criteria for hours of service. 

I understand that if I do not complete my hours of service by the concert performance, I will not be able to sing 

in the concert.  Furthermore, I will be considered ineligible for future scholarship opportunities. 

I understand that I may opt out of this program at any time, however in doing so, I will be expected to pay dues 

for any remaining portion of hours of service not completed. 

I have read the above and understand my expectations. I agree to 

fulfill my commitments as outlined above. 

 
Applicant Signature:   Date:   
 

 

FOR BOARD USE ONLY 

 

Amount awarded:     $__________ MJP Credit #:     ___________________________________ 

Authorized Signature:    Date:   _______________       


