
 

 
OPERA SAN JOSÉ UNVEILS LINE-UP FOR 

2022–23 SEASON 
JOYFUL SEASON INCLUDES NEW PRODUCTIONS, ROLE DEBUTS, COMMUNITY 

PARTNERSHIPS, RESIDENT ARTIST PROGRAM, 
WELCOMES NEW GENERAL DIRECTOR SHAWNA LUCEY 

September 10, 2022 – April 30, 2023 
 

 

SAN JOSE, CA (March 23 2022) — Opera San José supporters gathered virtually tonight to welcome 

new General Director Shawna Lucey and hear her unveil plans for the company’s 2022–23 season, a 

joyful lineup that offers audiences a renewed chance to gather and celebrate live performances. The 

company’s 39th season, presented September 10, 2022, to April 30, 2023, will feature four 

mainstage productions at the majestic California Theatre in downtown San José. Said Lucey, “Our 

season will feature new productions and treasured classics, with thrilling artist debuts that give our 

audiences a first look at the stars of tomorrow in four productions we know will charm, move, and 

delight.” Lucey also intends to maintain Opera San José’s international digital presence, utilizing its 

state-of-the-art Heiman Digital Media studio to produce works offered to audiences around the 

world, in addition to the company’s live mainstage offerings. The company’s third annual singer 

showcase will be among the events produced in the studio. 

Lucey also noted Opera San José’s history of female empowerment. “The storied legacy of founder 

Irene Dalis, who displayed unwavering dedication to the development of new talent, will continue to 

remain at the core of the company’s vision,” she says. “I’m happy to say that under the stewardship 

of my predecessor Khori Dastoor, Opera San José successfully navigated hardship throughout the 

pandemic, and has emerged stronger and more vibrant than ever before. I am honored to be part of 

this legacy and committed to furthering the company’s mission to make opera more accessible to 

all. A large part of these efforts will be driven by partnering with communities here in the South 

Bay.” In this vein, Lucey announced the international debut of a female conductor (details below). 

The season launches with an all-new vibrant and celebratory production of Mozart’s The Marriage 

of Figaro, transported to India during Victorian Imperial rule (Sept. 10 – 25, 2022) — originally 

announced as the company’s 2020–21 season opener and postponed due to COVID — followed by a 

dazzling production of Alma Deutscher’s Cinderella (Nov. 12 – 27, 2022) that will feature the 

conducting debut of the internationally-acclaimed young composer/musician. The season 
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concludes with handsome revivals of two classic works that will feature major role debuts for rising 

young artists: Verdi’s comic masterpiece, Falstaff (Feb. 11 – 26, 2023), and Puccini’s political thriller, 

Tosca (April 15 – 30, 2023).  

For more information or to purchase subscriptions ($100–$550) the public can visit operasj.org or 

call (408) 437-4450 (open Monday through Friday, 9:00am–5:00pm). Subscriptions are on sale now; 

single tickets will go on sale July 5, 2022. 

 

Shawna Lucey joins Opera San José as the fourth General Director in the company’s history. Lucey’s 
international career as a stage director includes work with San Francisco Opera, where her legacy 
production of Tosca was chosen to launch the company’s 99th season in August of 2021. She made 
her directorial debut at Opera San José in 2018 with La traviata, a production brilliantly staged with 
skill and imagination, that offered a compelling contemporary viewpoint. Her directorial work has 
been seen across the country, from The Metropolitan Opera to Dallas Opera, Opera Theatre of St. 
Louis, Santa Fe Opera, and many others. Her international career includes staging works at the Gran 
Teatre del Liceu, the Bolshoi Theater, and Schauspiel Hannover, among many others. She has also 
assisted esteemed directors, including Stephen Lawless, Lee Blakeley, John Caird, Peter Schumann, 
and Francesca Zambello. In addition to opera, Lucey has staged theatre and musicals, including a 
production of Gilbert & Sullivan’s rollicking The Pirates of Penzance, which BroadwayWorld lauded 
for its “contemporary flair, dousing the classic with a touch of modern Monty Python 
alongside Carol Burnett Show moments. A true contemporary comic delight faithful to the original 
Gilbert and Sullivan intent.” Lucey holds BAs in Theater and Italian from the University of Texas at 
Austin and received her MFA in Directing & Movement from the Boris Shchukin Theatre Institute of 
the Vakhtangov Theater in Moscow. She is also enrolled in Columbia University’s Master of Science 
program for Non-Profit Management and has served as an adjunct professor in Speech and Theater 
at the Borough of Manhattan Community College, encouraging the next generation of 
artists while teaching courses on acting, design, stage management, and directing.  
 

2022–23 SEASON 

 

THE MARRIAGE OF FIGARO 
Music by Mozart, libretto by Da Ponte 

September 10 – 25, 2022 
Launching the season will be an all-new production of Mozart's The Marriage of Figaro, transported 
to colonial India during Victorian Imperial rule. Sexual politics and class resentments play out 
through the prism of shifting power and revolution, culminating in a celebratory Indian wedding 
that will bring the exuberance and festivity of Bollywood to the California Theatre stage. Opera San 
José will join forces with Mosaic America to bring Kathak dance to this multi-cultural celebration. 
Director Brad Dalton, who was last seen with the company for its 2020 production of Il Trovatore, 
returns for this vibrant production, while internationally acclaimed conductor Viswa Subbaraman 
makes his company debut. 

http://operasj.org/
https://www.broadwayworld.com/people/Carol-Burnett/
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CINDERELLA 
Music and libretto by Alma Deutscher 

November 12 – 27, 2022 
The season continues with the international conducting debut of prodigy composer/musician Alma 
Deutscher, who will take the podium for a lavish production of her landmark opera, 
Cinderella. In 2017, California Theatre audiences watched the sold-out American premiere 
of Cinderella by the then 13-year-old composer, in a production driven and supported by the 
Packard Humanities Institute (PHI). OSJ and PHI are thrilled to be joining forces once more to 
welcome Deutscher back, with the now 17-year-old taking the baton in this pivotal moment in her 
career. Based on the classic fairytale, this family-friendly work is reset at an opera company run by a 
scheming stepmother, in which the title character is a brilliant composer, laboring as a copyist. In 
this production, Cinderella is united with the prince not due to the fit of a glass slipper, but with the 
beginning of a melody only she knows how to continue. Born in 2005, Deutscher, composed her first 
piano sonata at age five and began work on Cinderella at age 10. The work made its European debut 
in 2016 in Vienna, where it was lauded by Opera Today as “a once-in-a-lifetime opera-going event 
that had audiences standing and cheering.” OperaWire concurred, noting “Deutscher is a genius to 
behold. In a time of doubt and suspicion, hate and war-mongering, to find a voice as original and as 
uplifting as Alma Deutscher’s is more than a gift — it is hope.” Director Brad Dalton will return to 
revive his stunning original production. 

 

FALSTAFF 
Music by Verdi, libretto by Boito 

February 11 — 26, 2023 
Women take charge in Verdi’s hilarious and beloved comedic masterpiece, Falstaff. Adapted from 
Shakespeare’s The Merry Wives of Windsor and scenes from Henry IV, Parts 1 and 2, this rollicking 
production offers a joyful look at one of the Bard’s most popular characters, the boisterous knight 
Sir John Falstaff, and his misadventures at the hands of four witty women. The classic production 
will feature notable role debuts by some of America’s leading new voices. Stage direction is by Jose 
Maria Condemi, Director of Opera and Musical Theatre at the San Francisco Conservatory of Music, 
and OSJ Music Director Joseph Marcheso conducts. 

 

TOSCA 
Music by Puccini, libretto by Illica and Giacosa  

April 15 – 30, 2023 
The company’s season concludes with a vivid production of Puccini’s thriller Tosca. With 
breathtaking music and some of opera’s most celebrated arias, the work follows the tragic story of a 
tempestuous opera singer and her artist lover, whose passionate involvement with a political 
prisoner has made them targets of the chief of the secret police. OSJ Music Director Joseph 
Marcheso leads this production alongside Tara Branham, OSJ’s first Resident Director, who will 
make her exciting California Theatre debut. 
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Opera San José (OSJ) is a flagship arts organization of Silicon Valley. Maintaining a resident company 
of artists, OSJ presents four mainstage productions annually in San José’s beautifully restored, 
magnificent California Theatre. It also regularly broadcasts fully produced productions from its state- 
of-the-art Heiman Digital Media Studio. OSJ specializes in role debuts, serving as an artistic 
incubator for established and emerging artists and administrators, producing world- class operatic 
performances for diverse audiences throughout the Bay Area and around the globe. More 
information is available at www.operasj.org. 

The California Theatre is one of the most magnificent, best -preserved examples of 1920s-era lavish 
motion picture palaces. Lovingly restored at the turn of the 21st  century, its opulently ornamented 
interiors were completely refurbished, including the elaborately stenciled entry foyer ceiling and 
magnificent gallery. With only twenty rows of seats in the orchestra section, five rows in the grand 
tier, and six in the mezzanine, every seat has an excellent view of the stage. With just over 1,100 
seats, the California is comparable to England’s Glyndebourne and Venice’s historic Teatro la fenice 
and is in the select ranks of the world’s most intimate opera houses. 

FOR CALENDAR EDITORS:  

WHAT:  Opera San José supporters gathered virtually tonight to welcome new General 
Director Shawna Lucey and hear her unveil  plans for the company’s  2022–23 
season, a joyful lineup that offers audiences a renewed chance to gather and 
celebrate live performances. The company’s 39th season, presented September 10, 
2022 to April 30, 2023, will feature four mainstage productions at the majestic 
California Theatre in downtown San José. The slated works include: an all-new 
vibrant and celebratory production of Mozart’s The Marriage of Figaro reset in India 
during Victorian Imperial rule, a lavish production of Alma Deutscher’s Cinderella with 
the young composer/musician making her international conducting debut, and 
handsome revivals of two classic works that will feature major role debuts for rising 
operatic talents: Verdi’s Falstaff and Puccini’s Tosca.  

WHEN: September 10, 2022 – April 30, 2023  

WHERE: California Theatre 
345 South 1st St., San José CA 

 
TICKETS: Subscriptions ($100-$550) are on sale now; single tickets will go on sale July 5, 2022. 
 
INFO: For more information or to purchase subscriptions, the public can visit operasj.org or 

call (408) 437-4450 (open Monday through Friday, 9:00am–5:00pm).  
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http://operasj.org/
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MEDIA:  Contact Sydney Albin, Carla Befera & Co. 
sydney@cb-pr.com  

 
 
PHOTOS: Downloadable high-res photos are available here:  

http://www.cbpr.co/press/operasanjose  

mailto:sydney@cb-pr.com
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