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THE MARSH PRESENTS  

DARRYL VAN LEER’S 

THE LIFE OF DR. KING 
AVAILABLE TO VIEW ON MARSHSTREAM 

Written by Darryl Van Leer  
January 15 – 17, 2022 

 
SAN FRANCISCO, CA (28 December 2021) – In a year when fervent calls to pass voting rights 

legislation bring Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s legacy into even sharper focus, The Marsh brings 

Darryl Van Leer’s electrifying one man play, The Life of Dr. King, to its digital platform, 

MarshStream. This stirring performance opens with Dr. King’s passionate sermon “Early 

Days,” describing the tribulations of the Montgomery Bus boycott and the extremes to which 

people were subjected in order to help win parity within our country. In The Life of Dr. King, 

the fearless activist comes to life as audiences are taken through the defining moments of the 

civil rights movement, where some of the most powerful speeches in American history are made 

– from Dr. King’s “I Have a Dream” to “The Drum Major Instinct,” and “The Eulogy.” 

Audiences will also get a first-hand look from a church congregation view, experiencing some of 

the sermons that made Dr. King an epic orator, including “A Knock At Midnight.” And while 

Dr. King is acclaimed for his global compassion, this special performance will also shed light on 

the deep love he felt for his immediate family and close friends. The Life of Dr. King will be 

streamed January 15 – 17, 2022 (dates/times below). Van Leer will participate in a live Q&A 

immediately following all performances. For tickets ($15-$35 sliding scale) or more information, 

the public may visit themarsh.org.  

 

Darryl Van Leer (Writer/Performer) has been declared “Emotionally riveting. An actor gifted 

with not only exceptional range and depth, but clear-eyed passion and intelligence. Nothing can 

prepare one for the power and emotionality the Van Leer delivers,” by Daily Variety. He has 

shared the screen with James Earl Jones, Samuel Jackson, Gregory Harrison, Rue McClanahan, 

and Beau Bridges. Among his starring roles, Van Leer was a tough-love father in the movie, First 

Time, the story of Jackie Robinson, and co-starred with Gregory Harrison in Aaron Spelling’s 
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weekly series Safe Harbor. He became one of four finalists in TLC’s The Messengers series 

devoted to America’s great inspirational speakers, has co-starred in TV shows including One 

Tree Hill and Sheena, and been featured in the HBO original movies, The Second Civil 

War and Up Against the Wall, Fox’s Steel Chariots and NBC’s Witness to the Execution. A 

familiar face to The Marsh, Van Leer’s moving performances of Mandela: Let Freedom Reign 

(Feb. 2021) and The Escape of Frederick Douglass (March 2021) on MarshStream were hits 

with audiences.  

 

The Marsh is known as “a breeding ground for new performance.” It was launched in 1989 by 

Founder and Artistic Director Stephanie Weisman, and pre-COVID hosted more than 600 

performances of 175 shows across the company’s two venues in San Francisco and Berkeley. A 

leading outlet for solo performers, The Marsh’s specialty has been hailed by the San Francisco 

Chronicle as “solo performances that celebrate the power of storytelling at its simplest and 

purest.” The East Bay Times named The Marsh one of Bay Area’s best intimate theaters, calling 

it “one of the most thriving solo theaters in the nation. The live theatrical energy is simply 

irresistible.” Since its launch in April 2020, the theatre’s digital platform MarshStream has 

garnered more than 100,000 viewers. Notable MarshStream moments include the debut of 

MarshStream International Solo Fest, The Marsh’s first- ever digital festival, and the U.S. 

premiere of The Invisible Line, a new documentary about one of the world’s most famous social 

experiments gone wrong. Throughout the COVID-19 pandemic MarshStream has hosted over 

700 LIVE streams, providing some 300 performers a platform to continue developing and 

producing art. The Marsh will continue to offer digital content on MarshStream, as well as in-

person performances. In light of these efforts, The Marsh was recently awarded a 2020-21 

Certificate of Commemoration from the San Francisco Bay Area Theatre Critics Circle 

(SFBATCC) for its especially courageous and distinguished work online during COVID-19’s 

devastating forced closures.  

 

 

For Calendar Editors 
 

WHAT:   In a year when fervent calls to pass voting rights legislation bring Dr. Martin 

Luther King Jr.’s legacy into even sharper focus, The Marsh brings Darryl Van 

Leer’s electrifying one man play, The Life of Dr. King, to its digital platform, 

MarshStream. This stirring performance opens with Dr. King’s passionate 
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sermon “Early Days,” describing the tribulations of the Montgomery Bus boycott 

and the extremes to which people were subjected in order to help win parity 

within our country. In The Life of Dr. King, the fearless activist comes to life as 

audiences are taken through the defining moments of the civil rights movement, 

where some of the most powerful speeches in American history are made – from 

Dr. King’s “I Have a Dream” to “The Drum Major Instinct,” and “The Eulogy.” 

Audiences will also get a first-hand look from a church congregation view, 

experiencing some of the sermons that made Dr. King an epic orator, including 

“A Knock At Midnight.” And while Dr. King is acclaimed for his global 

compassion, this special performance will also shed light on the deep love he felt 

for his immediate family and close friends. 

 

SHOWS: 5:00pm, Saturday, January 15 

2:00pm, Sunday, January 16 

7:00pm, Monday, January 17 

 

WHERE: Available to view via MarshStream at themarsh.org.   

 

 

TICKETS: $15-$35 sliding scale 

 

 

INFO: For information or to order tickets visit themarsh.org.  

 

 

-30- 

 

 

PRESS: Contact Sydney Albin, Carla Befera & Co. 

  sydney@cb-pr.com  

 

 

PHOTOS:  Downloadable high-res photos are available here: 

http://cbpr.co/press/thelifeofdrking      
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