
May 2022

Dear Parents and Students,

In an effort to enhance reading, Cabrini High School requires that all
students complete Summer Reading.  Before the new school year
begins, you are to read the following books on your own:

Honors English 10 – Of Mice and Men - John Steinbeck and

The Old Man and the Sea – Ernest Hemingway

On the first full day of class you will be given a reading assessment.  The assessment could include
trigger words, theme statements, character snapshots, quotations and/or multiple choice or true/false plot
questions.  This will count as the first grade in your English class.

While reading, it is recommended that you take notes about the following content:
1. Setting: Record a description of both place and time. As you read chapter to chapter the setting

will change - record the changes.
2. Characterization: As you read, pause to write down each new character introduced and note the

character’s appearance, personality, and connection to the plot.
3. Symbolism: A symbol is a concrete object that reveals a more significant insight.  Write down all

objects that possibly have a symbolic meaning and are important.
4. Conflict: There are many conflicts, both internal (within the character) and external (between

characters) within the story, so as you read, track the conflicts.
5. Theme:  The theme is the universal lesson of the novel.  What is the main theme(s) of this novel?

These notes cannot be used on the test nor will they be collected; they are for you to use to study/prepare
for the test.

Following test day, your teacher will lead further discussion and activities, so please be prepared to
discuss the novel.

Assignment: Create two Character Maps

These maps and explanations are due the first full day of school. If you can not access the
Classroom page, then bring a printed copy of your work to school.

Choose one character from each novel.  Make sure he or she is significant enough to trace throughout
the novel.  You will need 5 key events (stops) on your map. I will create a Google Classroom page before
the first day of school, so you can submit your typed portion there. You may create a digital representation
of the map.  Print it or submit it to Google Classroom by the first full day of school.



On a sheet of plain paper, trace the changes that the character goes through from the beginning to the end
of the story. Create a drawing of a map and include at least 5 stops (changes/key events) on the map.
Color it and add background landmarks that represent the stops along the way. At each stop create a
title or location (think more insightfully not just plot based). Then in writing explain the change and why
it is important. The explanation should be typed on another piece of paper. Please do not cram it on the
front of the map. These stops should encompass the whole novel, so the first stop would be a key event
toward the beginning of the novel and the fifth being toward the end of the novel. I am looking for an
honors level explanation of the events.  Don’t summarize the plot at each stop, but give some insight that
is gained from the character going through the experience. You can connect to symbolism, theme,
conflict/tensions, or insight about the character.

Also, pick a theme song for each character that would fit the character’s personality, goals, changes, or
thoughts. This can be from any era or genre of music. Include the song title, artist, and a portion of the
lyrics on the same paper as your explanations of the stops.

You will need two pieces of paper, one for each story.  The map should be detailed and colorful.  Be
creative as you trace the development of the characters from each story.

If you have questions over the summer, you may email me at tkeith@cabrinicatholicschools.com

Have a good summer,

Mrs. Keith


