
 

The many intersections of 
disability rights 

 

   

Ever since the landmark Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) was passed in 1990, 
July has been dedicated to celebrating people living with disabilities, honoring their 
incredible work to advance equality, and recognizing their invaluable contribution in 
the fight for social justice. This Disability Pride Month, we take this opportunity to 
recognize the diverse agents of change who not only demonstrate the progress and 
possibilities within the community, but are also helping us deepen our understanding 
of disability and what we can achieve together.   
 
Right now, we’re seeing a startling rise in the disability community due to COVID-19. 
Over 25 million people in the United States alone are now living with long COVID 
and, while data is still being gathered around the world, it is clear that the disability 
community—last estimated at one billion people globally—is growing, and fast. 
That’s why understanding the many forms of disability and embracing people living 
with this chronic illness is so important, says Rebecca Cokley, our program officer for 
disability rights, in The Washington Post: “One of the things that is so beautiful 
about disability is it is big enough to include children in Flint, Black women with 
alopecia, and long COVID.”  
 
With the number of people with disabilities dramatically increasing, it’s more 
important than ever to recognize how disability intersects with larger systems of 
oppression like racism, poverty, and voter suppression and how the challenges the 
community face are compounded by inequality surrounding race, gender, economic 
status, and more. For example, people with disabilities typically live below the 
poverty line and are 40% more likely to be unemployed. Women with disabilities 
are10 times more likely to experience violence, and Black people with 
disabilitiesmake up nearly one-half of police killings. And while the disabled 
comprise apivotal voting constituency in the U.S., they often face physical 
obstacles at polling sites that prevent them from casting their ballots.  
  
Equality cannot exist unless our world works for everyone. Thankfully, leaders from 
across the disability community are using their different platforms to amplify and 
address these intersections. This month, Senator Tammy Duckworth joined Ford 
grantee The 19th to talk about the uniquely devastating impacts of Roe v. 



 

Wade’s reversal on people with disabilities. “If there is a group of people who are 
constantly under threat, and having their bodily autonomy under threat, it’s persons 
with disabilities,” said Duckworth. The latest report from Century Foundation’s 
Disability Economic Justice team helps unpack why disability is both a cause and 
consequence of economic insecurity. And our new cohort of Disability Futures 
Fellows—a fellowship for disabled artists created with the Mellon Foundation—is 
challenging the public’s perceptions of disability. From visual artist Naomi Ortiz’s 
work exploring the relationship between disability and climate change to 
filmmakerNasreen Alkhateeb’s emphasis of Black, Indigenous, and people of color's 
narratives in her award-winning work, their passion and innovation reminds us that 
when everyone’s voice is included, we all benefit from the beauty that results. 
 
In her open letter to the ADA 32 years after its passage, Disability Futures Fellow 
Sandy Ho recognizes the importance of this anniversary: “We must celebrate 
because the ingenuity of disabled lived-experiences and ways of supporting our own 
is led and fueled by self-determination, dignity, and honoring the worthy humanity 
that exists in everyone.” However, she is quick to bring attention to the barriers still 
hindering the disability community—and society as a whole—from advancing justice. 
Let Disability Pride Month, as Ho says, be “a way to call attention to the fact that 
generations of equality will be meaningless when disability justice is not part of our 
most urgent fights.” 

 

  

 


