
 

 
 

May 16, 2022 
 

 The Washington County Board of Commissioners met in a recessed meeting on Monday, 
May 16, 2022 at 6:00 PM in person and by using ZOOM—virtual meeting software (due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic) for Facebook Live Streaming in the Cooperative Extension Conference 
Room, 128 E. Water Street, Plymouth, NC.  Commissioners Ann C. Keyes, Carol V. Phelps, 
William R. “Bill” Sexton, Jr. and Julius Walker, Jr. were present in the room.  Also present were 
County Manager/County Attorney Curtis Potter, Clerk to the Board Julie J. Bennett and County 
Finance Officer Missy Dixon. Chair Tracey A. Johnson was unable to attend. 
 

Vice-Chair Walker called the meeting to order.                                                                                                                                                                                              
 
 CONSENT AGENDA:  

Items listed under Consent are generally of a routine nature.  The Board may take action to 
approve/disapprove all items in a single vote.  Any item may be withheld from a general action, to be 
discussed and voted upon separately at the discretion of the Board. 
 

a)  Proclamation 2022-020 EMS Week 
 

Commissioner Sexton made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda.  
Commissioner Phelps seconded.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 

Vice-Chair Walker said the Commissioners really appreciate our EMS Staff. 
 

DAVENPORT FINANCIAL ENGAGEMENT LETTER:  Mr. Potter, CM/CA, gave 
some background information on this subject. (See below.) 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
Mr. Potter mentioned that this will be paid out of Fund 21. 

 
Commissioner Keyes made a motion to approve the Davenport Financial 

Engagement letter and authorize its execution by the County Manager and/or County 
Finance Officer.  Commissioner Phelps seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.  

 
BOARD OF EQUALIZATION AND REVIEW:  

 
Commissioner Sexton made a motion to re-convene as the Board of Equalization 

and Review.  Commissioner Keyes seconded, motion carried unanimously. 
 

Ms. Sherri Wilkins, Tax Administrator, spoke to the Board and said she had 
received two appeals and they were in the Commissioners’ Agenda package. 

   The first application to be discussed was from Cross Coalition LTD.  
Commissioner Sexton asked who they were.  Ms. Wilkins stated that they are a group that 
helps citizens in the area with small house repairs.  They want an exemption for their 
personal equipment. 



 

 
 
 
 



 

The next application was from Centennial Housing.  Commissioner Sexton asked 
where the land was that is referenced in the Centennial Housing application.  Ms. Wilkins 
said it’s all the land around and behind the hospital and then all the buildings on that 
property. Commissioner Sexton asked has it always been this way (that the hospital was 
exempt from paying taxes).  Mr. Potter said no, it hasn’t always been this way and he did 
not know that it all had been conveyed from Affinity to Centennial.  Commissioner 
Sexton stated that part of the reason for selling the hospital was to be able to receive 
personal property tax from whoever bought it.  Commissioner Sexton asked Ms. Wilkins 
if the application has to be approved [meaning can it be denied].  Ms. Wilkins said no, the 
Commissioners do not have to give their approval, and they can deny the request.  Ms. 
Wilkins said Centennial turned their request in late.  She also mentioned that Centennial is 
a non-profit. Mr. Potter asked what the deadline was.  Ms. Wilkins said the deadline was 
the end of January. Commissioner Sexton asked how much does Centennial Housing owe.  
Ms. Wilkins said she will get the numbers to the Board. 

 
 
 



 

 
 
 



 

 
Commissioner Sexton made a motion to approve the 2022 Late Application for 

CROSS Coalition LTD.  Commissioner Keyes seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.  
 



 

Commissioner Sexton made a motion to (deny) disapprove the 2022 Late 
Application for Centennial Housing Community Services.  Commissioner Phelps seconded.  
Motion carried unanimously.  
 

Commissioner Keyes made a motion to recess the Board of Equalization & Review 
until June 6, 2022 at 6:00 PM in the Cooperative Extension Conference Room, 128 E. 
Water Street, Plymouth, NC and a virtual ZOOM meeting livestreamed on the County’s 
Facebook page.  Commissioner Sexton seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.  
 

PUBLIC HEARING:  WASHINGTON COUNTY FY23 BUDGET 
RECOMMENDATION:   
 

 Commissioner Keyes made a motion to open the public hearing on the 
Washington County FY23 Budget Recommendation.  Commissioner Phelps seconded, 
motion carried unanimously. 
 
 No one signed up to speak during the public forum on the Washington County FY23 
Budget Recommendation. 
 
 Mr. Potter gave a brief update.  Finance has been able to begin coding the recommended 
budget. There was $300 found in the Landfill fund so the revenues are overstated in that fund by 
$300.  
 

Commissioner Keyes said that the work presented on the budget was helpful.  All the 
Commissioners agreed with Commissioner Keyes and thanked Mr. Potter, Ms. Dixon and staff 
for all their hard work on this year’s budget. 
 

Commissioner Phelps made a motion to close the public hearing on the Washington 
County FY23 Budget Recommendation.  Commissioner Sexton seconded, motion carried 
unanimously. 
 

WASHINGTON COUNTY FY23 BUDGET RECOMMENDATION DISCUSSION: 
 
Mr. Potter asked the Board if they had any questions regarding the recommended budget 

for FY23.  The Commissioners did not have any questions. 
 
Mr. Potter said he has nothing to add.  However, he is looking for the opioid funds that 

will be forthcoming--possibly $18,000 in May. He met with the Martin and Tyrrell County 
Managers to see where MTW Health Department can best use the funds. Mr. Potter said he will 
likely bring a project ordinance to the June 6 meeting regarding the opioid funds for receiving 
and spending those amounts. 

 
OTHER ITEMS BY CHAIR, COMMISSIONERS, COUNTY MANAGER/ COUNTY 

ATTORNEY OR CLERK:  
 
a)  ABC License Request—Mr. Potter said checks have been done and sees no reason 

for not moving forward with it. 



 

 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
Mr. Potter said he latest bid opening for the Commerce Building was May 9th and no  



 

upset bid was received.  Triple Waves had the final bid at $552,000.  They will be at the June 6th 
Commissioners meeting to explain what they will be doing with the building and employee 
numbers. 

 
The Planning Board Meeting will be held at the Town Hall in Creswell on Thursday, 

May 19th and the main focus will be flood maps. 
 
Commissioner Keyes said that she has received several calls asking where the polling 

places are for voting tomorrow.  They are as follows: 
 
Lees Mill  Roper Annex Building 
Plymouth (P1)  First Christian Church 
Plymouth (P2)  Plymouth Housing Authority 
Plymouth (P3)  Victory Christian Fellowship 
Scuppernong  Creswell High School 
Skinnersville   Mid-County Volunteer Fire Department 
 
Commissioner Phelps thanked Mr. Potter for getting the work done for the sale of the 

Veterans Field to PCS. Commissioner Phelps publicly thanked Senator Steinburg for his 
assistance with this. 

 
Ms. Bennett, Clerk to the Board, noted that she received her Master Municipal Clerk 

(MMC) Designation from the International Institute of Municipal Clerks (IIMC).  She stated it is 
the highest designation a Clerk can receive.  She received here Certified Municipal Clerk (CMC) 
designation in 2012.  It took her 10 years to achieve the MMC.   

 
Ms. Bennett also reminded the Commissioners of the upcoming Assembly Day at the 

Legislature in Raleigh on June 14.  Ms. Bennett said she will register the Commissioners once 
they let her know they would like to attend. 

 
Vice-Chair Walker commended Ms. Bennett on her accomplishment. 
 
Ms. Bennett also noted that the new Lapel Pins with the new County logo have arrived.  

She will bring them to the next meeting.  
 

Commissioner Keyes made a motion to go into Closed Session pursuant to NCGS 
§143-318.11(a)(6) (personnel).  Commissioner Sexton seconded.  Motion passed 
unanimously. 
 

Back in Open Session, at 6:50 PM with no further business to discuss, Commissioner 
Keyes made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Phelps seconded.  Motion 
carried unanimously. 

 
 
______________________________  _____________________________ 
              Julius Walker, Jr.                 Julie J. Bennett, CMC, NCMCC 

      Vice-Chair              Clerk to the Board 


