
From the President

Fellow Members and Friends  
of The Society of St. George,

It has been a year like no other. It was 
also my final year as President of the 

Society. As my time as your President ends, I reflect on a year 
with no events. We celebrated in hybrid form, our annual 
meeting, at the end of February. It was our first in-person 
event since the last Annual Meeting in February of 2020. 
Almost a year to the day. With several guests vaccinated, you 
could feel the relief in the energy that encompassed the room. 
So many of us have been laying low for the year. It was so nice 
to be in the presence of our fellow members and their guests 
once again. We were sold out with the maximum permitted 
being 30 guests. We also had about 20 members who joined 
us by Zoom. It was definitely a 21st Century meeting. I 
look froward to more in-person events and look forward to 
attending as a past President. At the St. George’s Day Dinner 
on April 24th, I will pass the baton to Bill Thompson who I 
expect will have a more eventful Presidency. 

Thank you all for your support and I especially thank the 
Officers of St. George who went through the year with great 
energy, a few outdoor meetings and always a positive attitude 
when we talked about what our future plans were. There are 
several events in the works. Some will have to wait until the 
CDC restrictions lessen, while others are being planned by the 
events committee.

As restrictions loosen in the city, we hope to be able to host 
at least 30 guests at The St. George’s Day Dinner at The 
Philadelphia Club on Saturday, April 24th. It will not be our 
traditional Procession due to continued social distancing, but 
it will be cocktails and a lovely dinner. The elegance of the 
Philadelphia Club cannot be denied. Invitations will go out 
soon and the dinner will probably sell out quickly so make 
sure you reserve your spot early.  

Thank you again for your support. 

Cordially,

Todd
Todd Valentine, President
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Scholarships
The Foundation of the Society  
of St. George continues to give 
scholarships to students for  
study in England.  

Please consider making a tax-deductible 
donation by mailing a check to  
the St. George office:

The Tiger Building 
1221 Locust Street, Box 502 
Philadelphia, PA 1910 7     

Questions? Call (267) 521-1774  
or email judith@stgeorgephiladelphia.org

Become a Member

ANNUAL  
ST. GEORGE’S DAY 
DINNER
SATURDAY, APRIL 24, 2021
The PhiladelPhia club

If you wish to secure your 
reservation in advance  
of receiving the invitation.

Please contact Judith at 
judith@stgeorgephiladelphia.org

The number of guests is limited  
due to COVID-19 restrictions and 

we expect it to sell out quickly.  
No reservations will be  

held without payment.

Invitations will be 
sent out shortly. Know soMeone who May be

Interested  
In applyIng 
To The socieTy?

Applications can be  
delivered on your behalf. 

Please contact judith@stgeorgephiladelphia.org



I n these days of Covid-19 lock-downs and 
quarantines, it seems appropriate to provide a 
look at the public health measures in effect for 

our ancestors who arrived in Philadelphia and other 
Delaware River ports in the 18th, 19th, and 20th 
centuries.
The quarantining and screening of immigrants landing at 
Philadelphia started very early. The first quarantine station in 
Pennsylvania was erected in 1743 where the Schuylkill River meets 
the Delaware River (near present day Pennrose Ferry Road). It 
was known as the Pest House, and it held all sick persons arriving 
in Philadelphia—not just immigrants. 

Screening of arrivals did not begin in earnest until after the 
1793 epidemic of yellow fever. Following that epidemic, the 
commonwealth of Pennsylvania in 1798 created a Board of 
Health, controlled by the city of Philadelphia, with the power 
to levy taxes for public health measures. The following year, the 
city Board of Health erected the Essington Lazaretto on a 10-
acre site ten miles south of the city on the banks of the Delaware 
in Tinicum Township. It opened in 1801 and closed in 1895, 
at which time the Lazaretto was moved to Marcus Hook and 
existed into the mid-twentieth century. This move enabled that 
inspection station to also inspect boats arriving at Chester and 
Marcus Hook.

Once the Essington Lazaretto was established, all passenger and 
cargo vessels bound for the port of Philadelphia were required 
to dock at the Lazaretto for inspection. Passengers suspected 
of contagion were quarantined in the hospital, and all suspect 
cargo was stored in the public warehouse. The Board of Health 
of the City of Philadelphia operated the Lazaretto until the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania assumed authority for enforcing 
quarantine regulations in 1893. 

After the Lazaretto closed, the site became a country club and a 
seaplane airbase until it was finally abandoned. As age and neglect 
took their toll on the site, Tinicum Township purchased the 
property in 2005 and began restoring the building for Township 
offices, which finally opened in 2019 but immediately closed to 
visitors on account of Covid-19. The Lazaretto was put on the 
National Register of Historic Places on March 16, 1972. It is 
situated directly behind the Essington Fire Station and Essington 
Lazaretto Ballroom. 

Once passengers left the Lazaretto, there was still another 
processing step before an immigrant was admitted to the US—
the Washington Avenue Immigration Station, an immigrant 
processing facility in Philadelphia located at the end of Washington 
Avenue at Pier 53 on the Delaware River.

The immigration processing station was built by the American 
Line Steamship Company in 1873, and was founded in part by 
the Pennsylvania Railroad, which in 1876 purchased the station 
in order to increase its dominance of the US passenger and freight 

QUARANTINING
Our ImmIgrant ancestOrs In phIladelphIa

To inspect for contagion,  all passengers and cargo 
bound for Philadelphia went through the Essington 
Lazaretto opened in 1801. Suspected passengers 
were quarantined in hospital here while cargo was 
stored in the public warehouse.

Prior to 2005 restoration



railway market. The lower level of the station contained ticket 
booths where new immigrants could purchase train tickets to 
Pennsylvania Railroad destinations.

By 1896, modernization of the immigration station enabled it 
to handle 300 English-speaking (or 150 non-English speaking 
immigrants) per hour—up to 1,500 people per day. Before 
improvements were made, the maximum was 300 per day. 

Railroad tracks ran from inside the building with a tangle of 
tracks along Delaware Avenue. Many immigrants who arrived 
in Philadelphia stayed only briefly, heading north, south, 
and west. Those who could not afford train fare settled in the 
neighborhoods near the waterfront.

Other passenger lines offered direct passenger service to 
Philadelphia. They included the British White Star Line, the 
Belgian Red Star Line, and the German Hamburg-America Line. 
Many of them also established their own immigration stations at 
piers on Fitzwater Street, Callowhill Street, and Vine Street.

During its 42 years in operation from 1873 to 1915, the 
Washington Avenue Immigration Station was the point of entry 
for just over 1,000,000 immigrants, comprising about 5% of 
the total number of immigrants to the United States during that 
time. Immigrants arriving at the station were checked for various 
diseases and questioned about specific details of their origin 
before being allowed entry into the country. Given the culture 
at the time, unmarried women would not be allowed to enter 
in some instances—a designated area of the station becoming 
known as the altar due to its frequent impromptu wedding 
ceremonies. In 1915, the facility was closed and the building 
was demolished. A Pennsylvania state historical marker currently 
denotes the site of the former immigration station. Afterward, 
immigration inspections continued until 1921 when immigrants 
arriving at Pier 53 were processed on board their ships after they 
had docked.

Post-war changes to federal immigration laws—such as the 
Immigration Act of 1924—led to a great decrease in new arrivals, 
and immigration at Philadelphia eventually ceased altogether.

Despite the multiple inspections, Philadelphia didn’t turn 
away many immigrants. According to Forgotten Doors: The 
Other Ports of Entry to the United States by M. Mark Stolarik: 
“From 1901 to 1902, for example, of 17,175 arrivals in 
Philadelphia, though many were detained for questioning or 
investigation, only 107 were debarred from entering the country.” 
Only 26 of these were due to disease.

In the late 19th century, the US government became involved 
in immigration and health screening. Following the Civil War 
many states enacted their own immigration laws, but in 1875 
the US Supreme Court held that it was the responsibility of the 
federal government to make and enforce immigration laws.

In 1878, major diseases such as cholera, yellow fever, and smallpox 
were running rampant around the world while immigration 

from other countries was increasing. Congress enacted the 
National Quarantine Act of 1878 with the goal of preventing 
infectious diseases from entering the country and spreading, 
employing immunization, disinfection, and quarantine. The task 
of enforcing this act was placed upon the newly created Marine 
Hospital Service, which has evolved into the US Public Health 
Service. 

States and local governments continued to inspect immigrants 
as well, with quarantine hospitals established across the country 
to process incoming immigrants in order to prevent infectious 
diseases entering the country. 

One such hospital, the Delaware Breakwater Quarantine 
Hospital, was established at Cape Henlopen, Delaware, in 1884. 
The hospital was tasked with processing all ships heading for 
Delaware River ports, including Wilmington and Philadelphia. 
The first buildings at the station included a 6-bed hospital, a 
kitchen, a surgeon’s house, and a shed. It officially opened in May 
of 1885.

When the station first opened, if a ship entered the Delaware 
Bay carrying immigrants from an infected port, or was believed 
to be carrying a person with a quarantinable disease, it anchored 
near the outer breakwater and raised a yellow flag. The station 
would then launch a skiff carrying the station’s doctor and 
several attendants, and they would inspect the passengers and 
crew for any signs of disease. If no one on board was found to be 
ill, the ship was released and would continue on to its port. If a 
passenger or crew member was found to be sick, they were taken 
back to the station’s hospital for treatment where their clothes 
were removed and fumigated by a machine using hot steam and 
sulfur. Depending on the disease, the ship remained at anchor for 
two to twelve weeks to ensure no one else on board fell ill. After 
it was confirmed to be safe, the ship was allowed to continue its 
journey.

The 1890s saw an increase of immigrants coming to the United 
States. In March 1891, legislation made quarantine inspections 
of all ships mandatory and the Quarantine Hospital became 
the Quarantine Station. The Immigration Act of 1891 further 
addressed who can enter the United States—barring the 
immigration of polygamists, people convicted of certain crimes, 
and the sick or diseased. The Act also created a federal office 
of immigration to coordinate immigration enforcement, and a 
corps of immigration inspectors stationed at principal ports of 
entry.

As a result, the Federal Government opened the first immigration 
station on Ellis Island in New York Harbor in 1892, and operated 
as a primary immigration station until 1924 when its use was 
altered to be a detention center. During that period, over 20 
million immigrants were screened and admitted. 

At first, the Delaware Breakwater Quarantine Station was only 
open during the May through October shipping season, inasmuch 
as boats didn’t sail to Philadelphia in the winter because of the 



potential of the Delaware River freezing. By 1895 it expanded 
to a full-time schedule to accommodate larger steamships that 
were capable of traveling through the winter, and the Delaware 
Breakwater Quarantine Station handled as many as eight ships 
per day.

With the increase in immigrants came upgrades to the Breakwater 
Quarantine Station. The six-bed hospital was expanded and 
became a sick ward for men, while a separate ward was built for 
women. Other upgrades to the station included: barracks for 
men and women, a sewer system, stables, bathhouses, a laundry 
building, a boathouse, a blacksmith shop, a disinfecting building, 
a crematorium, and a graveyard. 

The increased number of ships examined led to the establishment 
of a second quarantine and immigrant inspection station in 1893 
on Reedy Island in the Delaware River just off Port Penn, 
Delaware, about 45 miles south of Philadelphia whereby 

passengers received screenings from both state and federal 
authorities. Even after ships were examined at the Delaware 
Breakwater Quarantine Station, they were still required to stop at 
Reedy Island for disinfection. Reedy Island was closed by the end 
of World War II, and in the 1950s many of the buildings were 
moved across the river to Port Penn where they still stand.

By 1912, the duties of the Marine Hospital Service had expanded 
from just caring for sailors to the public in general, and the 
Marine Hospital Service was renamed the Public Health Service. 
World War I saw the US Navy turn the Delaware Breakwater 
Quarantine Station into a naval base from 1917 to1918, ending 
the processing of immigrants at Cape Henlopen. Upon the war’s 
end, the station was returned to the Public Health Service where 
it was kept at the ready as a quarantine station until 1926 when 
it was officially closed. The station’s buildings were all removed 
by 1931. All that remains of the station today is the foundation 
of the surgeon’s house, located near the Fishing Pier overflow lot, 
and some photographs. It is estimated that while the Delaware 
Breakwater Quarantine Station was in service, it processed some 
200,000 immigrants on their way to start a new life here in the 
United States. Records show that less than 5 percent of incoming 
ships were transporting passengers with communicable diseases.

In 1909, a third inspection station was planned in Gloucester, NJ, 

to replace the Delaware Breakwater Quarantine Station. It was to 
become, in effect, Philadelphia’s Ellis island. William Thompson, 
a political boss from Gloucester City, New Jersey,  sold his own 
five-acre estate to the federal government in 1911, but World War 
I interrupted construction. The single building, finished before 
the war, was used as a detention center and immigration service 
offices. Meanwhile, because the Washington Avenue station had 
been torn down in 1915, inspections now took place on the 

ships after they docked. With immigration restrictions pending 
in the postwar years, work at Gloucester City never resumed and 
the Delaware Valley hadn’t received its anticipated equivalent  
of Ellis Island.

At the turn of the 20th century, immigrants had to go under 
inspection at the Delaware Breakwater Quarantine Station, 
followed by the Reedy Point Quarantine Station, and finally 
at the Washington Avenue Immigration Station. The multiple 
examinations by state and national authorities continued to 
annoy passengers, until 1913 when inspectors were centralized at 
Marcus Hook 20 miles south of the Philadelphia docks. By 1919, 
the state ended its inspection service altogether, but the Marcus 
Hook Boarding Station remained open until the late 1940s (or 
possibly into the 1960s, as sources are in conflict). 

In 1901, the hospital for infectious diseases in Marcus Hook had 
25 beds, with other accommodations for sleeping purposes and 
caring for persons, including 70 beds adjoining a disinfectant 
plant, 100 beds and cots in the administration building, as well 
as 100 tents to provide accommodations for sleep and care of 600 
persons at a time. 

Its processes then were described as follows:

Whenever a steamer has a suspect on board or has 
come from an infected port and had disease on board, 
all officers, men and passengers are required to land 
at Marcus Hook, the steamer fumigated and a similar 
treatment of the clothing worn by those who come 
on shore. For this purpose, the modern disinfecting 

Reedy Island inspection station

Surgeon’s residence at the Delaware Breakwater Quarantine Station  
(year unknown)



plant has been erected. A person goes into 
the bathroom stripped of his clothing, has a 
shower bath, a disinfecting bath of a solution 
of 4 per cent of carbolic acid. In the meantime, 
his clothing is disinfected by being placed in 
a wire crate, along with all others, tied in a 
bundle and marked. This large wire crate, 
resting on a sliding track, is pushed into a 
large iron cylinder, with a steam tight door 
closed and is kept under steam pressure for 
one hour. Then the steam is allowed to escape, 
the air to enter and the heat of the cylinder 
in a few minutes dries the clothing they come 
out dry and are put on again by the persons in 
the bath. This process can be conducted with 
remarkable rapidity.

Efforts to find the actual location of the Marcus 
Hook hospital or the boarding station have been 
unsuccessful, but it apparently still exists. In its charts 
for the Delaware River, the NOAA states that ships 
subject to quarantine must check in at the Boarding 
Station in Marcus Hook, with detention cases 
being taken to the Philadelphia General Hospital. 
Unfortunately, there doesn’t seem to be any easily 
discovered US government website that informs one 
where the current boarding station is.

All in all, some calculations have determined that 
about one third of all US residents are descendants of 
immigrants passing through the port of Philadelphia.

Marcus Hook inspection station

ANNUAL MEETING
The Society held 
its Annual Meeting 
on Thursday, 25 
February 2021, at the 
Corinthian Yacht Club 
of Philadelphia in 
Essington, PA.  
It was sold out,  
with 30 in-person  
guests and an additional 
20+ on Zoom video. 

It was the first in-person event in over a year, and you could 
feel the energy in the room from guests who had not been 
out in many months.  It was a beautiful evening with a 
breathtaking sunset over the Delaware River. The guests, 
masked at appropriate times and socially-distanced, enjoyed 
the company that so many have avoided for the last year.

The screen behind the speaker was filled with squares of those 
who could not attend in person, which added a new aspect to 
the yearly gathering. We were joined in person by scholarship 
recipient Justin Gick who talked about his spring semester  
in England and the great experience he had before his time  
was cut short due to COVID-19. The guests were pleased  
he was able to get in as much as he did before he was  
called back to the US.

Justin and Alexander Owen were the only new members 
present. They were presented with their rosettes by 
Membership Chair Rich Booker. The slate of officers presented 
was unanimously approved by the members present.  
The formal moving-up ceremony will take place at  
The Annual St. George’s Day Dinner in April. 

It was so nice to once again have an in-person event.  
We look forward to increasing in-person events as permitted, 
and seeing everyone once again.



2021 OFFICERS & DIRECTORS
coMMiT Tees, liaisons, & adMinisTraTion

SOCIETY OFFICERS

DRAGON
Judith K Francis – Editor

Charles D. Barber

Roger A. Brown

Frank O’Donnell

George I. Tyndall, Jr. 

EVENTS
Frank O’Donnell – Chair

Charles D. Barber

Roger A. Brown

Greg Cantwell

Judith K. Francis

Peter R. Hill

William B. Thompson

George I. Tyndall, Jr

W. Stoddard Valentine

MEMBERSHIP
Richard Booker, Esq. – Chair

T. Michael Poxon, Esq.  

Nomination Committee

George I. Tyndall, Jr.– Chair 

Charles D. Barber

Roger A. Brown, Esq.

Peter R. Hill

Charles R. Myers

S. Valence Sauri, DDS

TRUSTEES
Timothy Hennessey– Chair

A. William Bodine

Charles D. Barber 

David W. Coates, Jr. 

Peter R. Hill

William B. Thompson

George I. Tyndall, Jr.

STEWARDS
George I. Tyndall, Jr. – Chair

Charles R. Myers 

Edward Owen

S. Valence Sauri, D.D.S.

James H. Turner, Jr. – Piper

LIAISONS
British Relations 
Oliver St. Clair Franklin, OBE

Commonwealth Liaison 
Susan Gerrity

ADMINISTRATION
Executive Director & 
Editor of The Dragon

Judith K Francis

COMMITTEES

Effective 23 April 2021

COUNSELORS
Roger A. Brown, Esq.

Susan O’Donnell, Esq.

T. Michael Poxon, Esq.

PHYSICIANS
Benjamin Gerson, M.D.

Robert F. Marvin, M.D.

S. Valence Sauri, D.D.S.

FOUNDATION OFFICERS
Foundation Chairman 
William B Thompson

Foundation President 
A. William Bodine

Foundation Treasurer 
David W. Coates, Jr.

LIVING PAST 
PRESIDENTS  
& EX OFFICIO NON-
VOTING DIRECTORS

S. Valence Sauri, DDS

Ronald Robinson, Esq.

George I. Tyndall, Jr.

David Ermine, Esq.

James W. Marvin, Jr.

Charles R. Myers

J. Thomas Showler

Peter R. Hill

W. Stoddard Valentine

President William B. Thompson (Bill)

President Emeritus  George I. Tyndall, Jr

President Emeritus  Peter R. Hill

1st VP A. William Bodine (Bill)

2nd VP Richard Booker, Esq.

3rd VP Tim Hennessey

Secretary  Roger A. Brown, Esq.

Asst. Secretary Richard Pagano (Rich)

Secretary Emeritus Charles D. Barber (Chuck)

Treasurer Charles D. Barber (Chuck)

Asst. Treasurer V. Carter Broach, Jr.

Historian T. Michael Poxon, Esq.

Chairman of   
the Stewards  George I. Tyndall, Jr 
Committee 

Chaplains  The Rev. Clayton G. Ames, III

 The Rev. Edward L. Rix

 The Rev. Timothy Steeves

 The Rev. Anne Thatcher


