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Message from the President 
 

 
   Our Board continues to meet on-line.  We were 

lucky enough to have a couple of meetings safely, in-

person at The Highlands Historical Society, socially 

distanced and outdoors in the fall. 

   Thank you for your loyalty and support.  Please stay 

in touch with us and let us know if there is anything 

we can do to help you get through this difficult time.   

   From my family to yours, Merry Christmas and 

Happy and Safe New Year!! 

 
 Cordially, 

 Todd Valentine, President 

 

 Dear Members and Friends of      
 The Society of St. George, 
  

    The new year is almost upon 

us.  I am hoping for a dull year 

in comparison to 2020.  I am 

sure that many of you, like myself, are grateful that 

this crazy year is coming to an end and we can see the 

light at the end of the tunnel. I am not saying that we 

are out of the woods yet, but I feel more hopeful and 

cannot wait to secure plans to get together. 

   I usually spend the month of December looking 

back and reflecting on the past year.  Since we have 

not had an in-person event since February, I prefer to 

just look ahead. 

What I look forward to: 

Annual St. George’s Day Dinner 

An Afternoon at Stoney’s Pub 

Providing Scholarships to students who will study 

abroad 

Planning for our 2022 Gala and Anniversary trip to 

England 

The Society’s 250th Anniversary is April 23, 2022. In addition to having a gala St. George’s Day celebration at The 
Museum of The American Revolution following a service at Christ Church on Saturday, April 23, 2022 to           com-
memorate the Society’s founding, the Society is also planning a trip to England following the St. George’s Day Din-
ner. Through our relationships with Arcadia University and the Royal Society of St. George and its branches, The So-
ciety hopes to offer a memorable trip to its Members and guests with access to events, venues and experiences that are 
usually not available to the typical tourist in England. This trip is open to all Members and their guests, and members 
of other English focused societies are invited to join the Members of the Society if we do not sell out.   

The Society of St. George, Philadelphia 250th Anniversary Trip to England  - April 2022 

Currently, 14 out of the 20 rooms in London are taken and 14 of the 15 rooms in Canterbury are taken. 
See the attached flyer for details and how to register to secure your spot. 

 

MEMBERSHIP                                                                                             

 If you know someone who is interested in applying 
to The Society of St. George—Philadelphia for       

membership, please contact Judith in the office.      
Applications can be mailed on your behalf or sent    

to you by email or regular mail.                     

judith@stgeorgephiladelphia.org 

Please consider making an end of year tax deductible contribution to the Society.   



St. George Dragon                                   December 2020 
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1682 is generally celebrated as the founding of    
Pennsylvania by the British via the grant of lands by 
Charles II to William Penn.  However, the British  
connections to Pennsylvania and Philadelphia began 
long before then. 
 
The Philadelphia area was first claimed by the Dutch. 
It happened this way:  In 1609, Henry Hudson, an 
Englishman employed by the Dutch East India Com-
pany, sailed up the river that currently bears his name.  
In 1614, the Dutch established a trading post on the 
Hudson River near present day Albany. Basically, the 
Dutch then claimed all the land between Virginia 
north to French Canada.  In 1621 the Dutch formed 
the Dutch West Indies Company to colonize North 
America and in 1624 the Dutch landed settlers in New 
York harbor when Peter Minuet purchased Manhatten 
from the Indians for the proverbial $24 in beads.  
While the Dutch began building Fort Amsterdam there 
in 1626, the Dutch actually first built  Fort Nassau in 
1623 on the Delaware River near Gloucester City, 
(present-day) New Jersey.  Then in 1632, the colony 
of Maryland was founded by Lord Calvert as a result 
of a grant from Charles I of England and Scotland. 
 
Thus the great expanse of land between the New   
England colonies and the Virginia and Maryland    
colonies was claimed by the Dutch. 
 
But the Swedes wanted in on the colonization land-
grab.  In 1638, despite the claims by the Dutch, the 
Swedes landed in present day Wilmington, Delaware 
and founded New Sweden which comprised, accord-
ing to the Swedes,  the lower Delaware River region 
(parts of present-day Delaware, Pennsylvania, and 
New Jersey), but alas for the Swedes, few colonists 
settled there. The capital of New Sweden was moved 
to what is now Essington, (now home of the            
Corinthian Yacht Club), where a nice little river front 
park commemorates that event.  

So where do the English come in? In the middle of all 
this squabbling between the Dutch and the Swedes 
comes Edward Plowden, 1590 – 1659, stumbling onto 
the scene,  who,  under authority of a charter granted  
by Charles I in 1632, shortly after Charles I’s grant of 
Maryland to Lord Calvert,  attempted to establish the  
                    

The Obscure Beginnings of Pennsylvania before William Penn 

Continued on next page 

colony of New Albion on the banks of the Delaware 
River in what is now Delaware, Pennsylvania and 
New Jersey, or basically the same lands claimed by 
the Dutch and the Swedes.  Interestingly, the charter 
was issued by Charles I as King of Ireland which 
means that the first English colony in Pennsylvania 
was actually an Irish colony. 

An exploratory party sent by Plowden left England in 
1634 to sail up the Delaware River and find the Medi-
terranean Sea which the Indians said was four days 
journey beyond the mountains. They were not        
successful in this endeavor.  They didn’t sail further 
north than the falls of the Delaware, near today’s  
Morrisville, PA. The first actual attempts at coloniza-
tion were made by Plowden, who styled himself Earl 
Palatinate of New Albion, in 1642.  Unfortunately for 
Plowden, the area he claimed was basically the same 
area claimed by the Swedes and Dutch and somewhat 
settled by New Sweden and Governor John Printz of 
New Sweden resisted the claims of Plowden.   Also, 
unfortunately for Plowden, he was not a great leader 
of men.  The sixteen colonists with him literally threw 
him off of the boat in the Chesapeake Bay and        
marooned him on Smith’s Island there, and continued 
to Fort Elfsborg on the Delaware River near what is 
now Salem, NJ where they were apprehended by  
Governor Printz.  Plowden had to essentially pay a 
ransom for their release and he and the thwarted     
colonists thereupon returned to Virginia from where 
Plowden tried to manage his illusory colony. 
 
One aim of the Earl in New Albion was to establish a 
chivalric order known as the Albion Knights of the 
Conversion of the Twenty-three Kings, which referred 
to the twenty-three Indian tribes living within the pro-
posed Palatinate.  Their conversion was to be prompt-
ed by force, if necessary. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fort_Nassau_(South_River)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Delaware_River
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gloucester_City,_New_Jersey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Delaware_River
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Delaware
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pennsylvania
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Jersey
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To receive your softbound copy 

of the  reproduction of the 1923   

History of The Society of the 

Sons of St. George, please make a 

donation of $25 or more (plus $10 

for shipping and handling) by 

check made out to The Foundation of the 

Society of St. George and mail it to The 

Society of St. George, 1221 Locust Street, 

Box 502, Philadelphia, PA 19107. You can 

save postage by picking up your copy at the 

office.  Just call or email Judith Francis to 

arrange for pick-up.      

267-521-1774 or email:  

judith@stgeorgephiladelphia.org 

The Foundation of the Society of St. George continues to give scholarships 

to students for study in England.   

Please consider making a tax-deductible donation by mailing a check to the  

St. George office: 

The Tiger Building, 1221 Locust Street, Box 502                   

Philadelphia, PA 1910 7                                                         

Questions: 267-521-1774 or judith@stgeorgephiladelphia.org 

The Obscure Beginnings … continued 

Plowden returned to England in 1648 and attempt-

ed a second effort to colonize his palatinate in 

1650, and while he issued numerous land grants in 

New Albion, no new sailing occurred.  He was im-

prisoned for his debts and died in 1659, leaving 

New Albion to his son Thomas who passed it down 

through his family.  Before the American War for 

Independence, a Charles Varlo purchased one-third 

of New Albion, registered his deeds in London, and 

sent copies of its charter to the citizens of New   

Jersey.  Being either the world’s most optimistic 

person, or perhaps its dumbest person, he made 

himself New Albion’s governor and in 1784, after 

the War of Independence mind you, traveled to  

“New Albion” where he tried to secure his claim 

via litigation in New Jersey.  He was, strangely 

enough, unsuccessful, and he returned to England 

seeking compensation for his loss from the British 

government but was conveniently ignored.  
 

And so ends the sad, miserable, and, indeed,       

ludicrous history of New Albion. 
 

Meanwhile, while Plowden was chasing his dream, 

the Dutch defeated the Swedes in 1654/5, and the 

Dutch and English fought a series of mostly naval 

wars through which the Dutch colonies including 

Pennsylvania changed hands numerous times.   
 

In 1664, in the name of the Duke of York, the  

English finally expelled the Dutch from New    

Amsterdam and all the former Dutch colonies,   

although the Dutch briefly reclaimed them in   

1772-3 after a successful war.  But following the  

 

last of these wars in 1673/4, England finally secured 

undisputed possession of all the former Dutch colo-

nies.  The Duke of York granted New Jersey in 1664 

to two loyal friends, Sir George Carteret and Lord 

Berkeley of Stratton. But from 1664 until 1681, the 

land which became Pennsylvania was ruled by the 

Duke of York and saw English colonists settling 

along the Delaware River.  The first Quaker meeting 

in Pennsylvania actually occurred at Chester in 1675, 

and English laws and civil government were intro-

duced by The Duke of York's Laws in 1676. 
 

In 1681, Pennsylvania was granted to William Penn.  

And the rest is well known. 

    By Roger Brown 
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SOCIETY MERCHANDISE 

 E-mail Judith@stgeorgephiladelphia.org or call 267-514-1774 to place an order.   

$5 shipping fee added. 

The following merchandise is available for purchase: 

 Neck Ties………………….….$35 

 Cummerbund…………………$30 

 Rosette………………………..$15 

 Blazer Patch…………….…….$40 

 Small Medal……………….….$30 

 Collar Medal………………….$30 

 Flag Pin……………………….$15  

Charles D. Barber—Treasurer 

A. William Bodine—Trustees Committee 

Richard Booker—Membership Chair 

Vance Carter Broach, Jr. 

Roger A. Brown—Secretary 

Greg Cantwell—Events Committee 

David W. Coates, Jr. 

Peter Reichner Hill 

Charles R. Myers 

Francis A. O’Donnell, Jr.—Events Committee 

T. Michael Poxon—Historian 

S. Valence Sauri 

Lorna Ruth Stern 

William B. Thompson—Vice President 

George I. Tyndall, Jr.—Assistance Committee 

Todd Valentine—President 

Need an update to your Society wardrobe?  Check out our merchandise. 



THE SOCIETY OF ST. GEORGE, PHILADELPHIA 

250TH ANNIVERSARY TRIP TO ENGLAND  

May 2022 
To commemorate The Society’s 250th Anniversary on April 23, 2022, the Society is planning a trip to England 

immediately following the St George Day Dinner. Five nights and activities in London and two nights and ac-

tivities in Canterbury and Kent. 

This trip is open to all Members and their guests, and members of other English focused societies are invited 

to join the Members of the Society. 

All of these plans and dates are, of course, subject to England returning to some semblance of normal after the 

Corona Virus crisis passes. 

DATES: 
Arrive London Wednesday May 4, 2022 – Leave London May 9, 2022 for Canterbury, return to 
London May 11, 2022  
 

PARTICIPANTS 
 Maximum 40 (or 20 rooms) in London, and 30 (or 15 rooms) for Canterbury excursion 
 Reservations close April 1, 2021 
 
HOTEL: 
 London: CHESTERFIELD MAYFAIR HOTEL – 4 star hotel  
   L275 with full English 
 Canterbury CANTERBURY CATHEDRAL LODGE – 4 star hotel  

L135 double occupancy, L125 single, with full English breakfast 
Participants may book rooms at Chesterfield Mayfair before or after the “official” dates at the above rate. 

CURRENTLY PLANNED ACTIVITIES 

Tuesday May 3 – Fly to London 

 

Wednesday, May 4 – Welcome reception/dinner at the Chesterfield Mayfair Hotel 

Currently only 6 rooms remain at Chesterfield Mayfair 

 

Thursday, May 5 – Morning – Tour of Houses of Parliament 

Lunch with Westminster Branch Royal Society 

Late Afternoon - Visit and reception hosted by Arcadia University's London Center in Bloomsbury to 

meet students, staff and faculty.  

 

Friday, May 6 – Afternoon - Tour and reception at Benjamin Franklin House, London.   

Dinner at the Carlton Club.   



 

Saturday, May 7 – Private visit to the Royal Hospital Chelsea.   

Dinner at the Charterhouse  

 

Sunday, May 8 –Guards Museum Tour 

Evensong at St Martin in the Fields 

Dinner at Lansdowne Club 

 

Monday, May 9 – bus to Canterbury, stopping at Chartwell and Sissinghurst Castle 

Evensong at Canterbury Cathedral, Reception and dinner at Canterbury Cathedral Lodge 

Currently only 1 room remains for the Canterbury Excursion 

 

Tuesday, May 10 – Tour of Canterbury and Canterbury Cathedral 

 

Wednesday, May 11 – bus to London stopping at Leeds Castle and Hever Castle 

Night at Chesterfield Mayfair Hotel 

 

Thursday, May 12 – fly to Philly or stay in London 

CURRENTLY PLANNED ACTIVITIES  cont. 

PRACTICAL MATTERS: 

Cost:  Participants will pay the airline and hotels directly.  Cost of bus and group receptions and    
dinners will be paid to the Society.  
 
Transportation:  Each traveler to schedule own transportation to allow for customized scheduling.  
Group airline rate from Philadelphia to London on American Airlines to be explored.  
 

IN ORDER TO GUAGE INTEREST IN THIS TRIP TO ENGLAND, IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN 

THIS TRIP PLEASE PRINT AND COMPLETE THE SLIP BELOW AND MAIL, ALONG WITH A 

DEPOSIT OF $100 PER PERSON WHICH WILL BE REFUNDABLE UNTIL APRIL 1, 2021,TO THE 

SOCIETY’S OFFICES AT THE TIGER BUILDING, 1221 LOCUST STREET, BOX 502,           

PHILADELPHIA, PA 19107 

Yes, I/we are interested in joining the Society of St George, Philadelphia on its 250th         
Anniversary Trip to England in May 2022. I have enclosed a check for a $100 refundable 
deposit for each person. 
 
NAMES  _______________________________________________________________ 
 
EMAIL _______________________________________________________________ 
 
PHONE _______________________________________________________________ 


