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About Kyo Standard Test Prep

Kyo Standard Test Prep is a leading provider of comprehensive, one-on-one tutoring for high school students aspiring to attend selective 
colleges. We provide individualized test preparation and academic subject tutoring anywhere in the world via live online tutoring, and we 
offer in-home tutoring in select cities.  

We have earned an unmatched level of trust from parents and counselors. Kyo Standard Test Prep also has a proud tradition of partnering 
with schools and nonprofit organizations to help more students receive high-quality preparation regardless of financial means.

Patrick Choi - Founder

Since 1999, Patrick Choi has helped thousands of students from around the world exceed their target scores on high-stakes admissions 
tests ranging from elementary school through graduate school. His passion to help students gain admission to their dream programs has 
led him across the country and all over the world! In addition to working with students, Patrick has trained hundreds of successful tutors 
as well as worked in R&D at one of the world’s leading test prep companies.

He has developed curriculum, written practice questions, and edited the following materials:

• The Princeton Review LSAT Logic Games Workbook*

• The Princeton Review SAT Course Workbook*

• Cracking the SAT Biology

• Cracking the TOEFL Exam

Available only to TPR course students

He has conducted educational programs at a number of schools and universities including Northeastern University, Harvard University, 
Tufts University, Boston Latin Academy, Rindge Latin School, and Roxbury Latin.

Patrick decided to venture out on his own when he noticed a growing gap in the way that test prep companies were teaching: tutors 
were showing students how to solve specific problems but not really focusing on strategy. He also noticed the growing trend in the larger 
companies to focus on a one-size-fits-all model, while the smaller companies tended to force their do hundreds of questions without any 
real instruction.

“I know that each student is different. The tutor should be able to assess and 
address these concerns.”
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The Competitive Landscape

Kyo Standard Test Prep is a leading provider of comprehensive, one-on-one tutoring for high school students aspiring to attend selective 
colleges. We provide individualized test preparation and academic subject tutoring anywhere in the world via live online tutoring, and we 
offer in-home tutoring in select cities.  

The following is a sampling of admission statistics at well-known colleges. The test scores represent the range in the middle half of the 
freshman class entering in 2017 and 2018. These scores should not be viewed as cutoffs or qualifying scores.

The Admit Rate (% accepted) and Yield (% accepted who enrolled) columns are reminders that college admission is a two-way street. 
Students want to gain admission to their top choice schools, and colleges want to entice their admitted candidates to attend. The % 
Submitting SAT and ACT columns provide a sense of how popular the use of SAT scores versus ACT scores is at a particular institution 
(compare the University of Michigan to the UC system, for example). 

SAT ACT % Sub-
mitting

Admit 
Rate

Yield ERW 15th 
-75th Per-

centile 

Math 25th 
- 75th 

Percentile

Total 25th 
- 75th 

percentile

Composite 
25th - 75th 
Percentile

SAT ACT Test Op-
tional Test 

Flexible

Amherst College 13 39 720-770 710-790 1430-1560 32-34 39 67

Boston College 21 26 650-720 650-740 1300-1460 31-33 26 74

Boston University 22 25 650-720 680-780 1330-1500 30+-33 70 39

Bowdoin College 10 55 650-740 650-770 1300-1510 30-34 60 46 TO

Brown Univeristy 8 61 700-760 720-790 1420-1550 32-35 63 49

Colby College 16 31 670-740 670-760 1340-1500 31-33 31 55 TO

Dartmouth College 9 61 700-770 720-790 1420 31-35 58 41

Harvard University 5 82 720-780 740-800 1460-1580 33-35 69 47

Massachusetts Institute of Technology 7 76 720-770 780-800 1500-1570 34-36 75 48

Middlebury College 17 41 660-730 670-770 1330-1500 31-34 56 50 TF

Rhode Island School of Design 29 46 570-660 560-710 1130-1370 36-31 46 37

Tufts University 15 47 680-750 700-780 1380-1530 31-34 43 58 TO

Yale University 6 70 720-770 730-790 1450-1560 33-35 68 54

Columbia University 6 62 720-780 730-800 1450-1580 32-35 57 57

Cornell University 11 60 680-750 710-790 1390-1540 32-34 70 44

Goergetown University 15 49 680-750 690-780 1370-1530 31-34 75 50

Johns Hopkins University 12 43 720-780 740-800 1460-1580 33-35 42 58

New York University 20 43 650-720 660-790 1310-1510 29-34 65 36 TF

Princeton University 5 69 710-770 730-800 1440-1570 32-35 68 55

University of Pennsylvania 8 67 700-760 740-800 1440-1560 32-35 60 40

Emory University 19 28 660-731 690-790 1350-1520 31-34 52 48

Rice University 11 41 700-760 750-800 1450-1560 33-35 46 54

Northwestern University 8 56 700-760 730-790 1430-1550 33-35 45 65

University of Chicago 9 61 730-780 750-800 1480-1580 32-35 47 67

University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign 62 31 600-700 620-780 1220-1480 26-32 63 63

Washington University 15 38 710-770 760-800 1470-1570 32-35 33 71

California Institute of Technology 7 43 740-780 790-800 1530-1580 35-36 68 52

Pomona College 8 53 700-760 700-780 1400-1540 31-34 62 57

University of California-Berkley 15 45 640-740 660-790 1300-150 28-34 77 47

University of California, Los Angeles 14 39 640-740 630-780 1270-1520 28-34 77 50

University of Oregon 83 20 550-650 530-640 1080-1290 22-28 68 46 TO

University of Washington 32-49 32 600-700 620-760 1220-1460 37-32 80 31 TO
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Understanding and Comparing Scores

SCALED SCORES AND TEST RELIABILITY

One of the most important features of standardized tests is their ability to provide consistent scores from year to year and from test date 
to test date. SAT scores are converted to a 200–800 scale in order to account for any small differences between tests; ACT scores are 
converted to a 1–36 scale. 

Standardized test makers follow strict guidelines when setting their initial reference group and determining the initial scale. Once those 
things are set, they rarely change because they don’t need to. A 30 on ACT English means the same thing whether it was taken in 
September 2008 or September 2018. In order to accomplish this feat, one additional concept must be added—equating. Not every test 
can have the same questions, so not every test form can have the exact same difficulty. However, by always mapping performance back 
to the reference group, ACT can make small adjustments to the scale to smooth away these differences. The math is tricky, but the goals 
are simple. Make the results of each test date as fair as any other test date and make sure that no student is disadvantaged by the abilities 
of other students taking the exam. 

RAW SCORES AND GUESSING 

An important area in which the SAT and ACT are finally aligned is in scoring correct, incorrect, and blank answers. The old SAT made a one-
quarter raw point deduction for each wrong answer to dissuade students from random guessing. The new SAT eliminated this so-called 
guessing penalty. The new SAT and the ACT both use “rights-only” scoring, meaning that the number of correct answers is all that matters. 
Students should never leave a multiple choice question blank on either exam. The SAT Subject Tests, however, have not been revised, so 
they continue to assess a penalty for wrong answers. 

Even without the guessing penalty, the SAT and ACT are best approached with a guessing strategy. Students stand to maximize their 
points when they go into the test with a plan for where to invest their time. This may include being prepared to guess randomly on 
portions of the test due to lack of time. Guessing is still more effective than leaving questions blank. 

EXPERIMENTAL SECTIONS 

The ACT includes a 20-minute experimental section after the Science Test and before the Writing Test. If students are not taking the optional 
Writing Test, the experimental section will appear as the final section. College Board may present students with a similar experimental 
section after the final math section for those students not taking the Essay. 

Although this experimental section will not count toward your score, you should take it seriously. 
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Score Comparison

SAT ACT KEY DIFFERENCES

TOTAL SCORE
400-1600

COMPOSITE
1-36

The SAT’s scroe is the sum of it’s two 200-800 area scores. THe ACT’s composite score is 
the rounded average of the four test scores.

Reading and Writing
200-800

English
1-36

Reading
1-36

SAT Reading and Writing scores are combined into a single 200-800 score.  ACT English 
and Reading Tests each receive 1-36 scores.

Math
200-800

Math
1-36

SAT Math is scored based on two sections, calculator and no calculator, each with a mix 
of multiple choice section with no grid-ins and allows a calculator on all problems.

N/A
Science

1-36
There is no single section on the SAT that is comparable to the Science Test on the ACT. 
However, there are science-themed questions and passages throughout the SAT.

Essay (Optional)

Raw: 2-8 in three domains

These scores are  
not totaled

Writing (Optional)

Raw: 2-12 in four domains

Total: Average of four 
domain scores

SAT scores are reported as the raw sum of two readers’ scores (1-4 in three domains) ACT 
domain scores are the sum of two readers’ scores (1-6 in four domains); the Writing score 
is the average of the four domains.  The SAT Essay id not included in the total score, nor 
is the ACT Writing score included in the ACT Composite score.

SAT ACT Concordance

One of the key decisions a student needs to make is whether to take the SAT or ACT. Kyo Standard has always recommended that 
students focus their preparation time on one test, and this remains true even as the tests become more similar. 

However, it’s not immediately obvious how to compare a student’s performance on each test because the SAT and ACT are on such wildly 
different scales (400–1600 for SAT, 1–36 for ACT) and test similar concepts in different ways. This is where a concordance table comes into 
play. Concordances are the result of studies that look at how students who took both tests within a short period of time performed on 
each. Based on this common data, College Board and ACT can say with confidence that a 1350 on the SAT concords, or converts, to a 29 
on the ACT. 

When College Board redesigned the SAT for March of 2016, it built a “derived concordance” based on the old SAT/ACT concordance and 
some initial sample data. Since then, College Board and ACT have been working together to develop a concordance based on actual 
student performance. The new concordance was released in June of 2018 and is presented here and in the following pages. 

Why does the ACT to SAT concordance present the SAT as a range of scores? For every point increase on the ACT, there are 3–4 10-point 
increments on the SAT. Thus, each ACT point represents a range of points on the SAT.

ACT Composite to SAT Total Range
ACT SAT

36 1570-1600

35 1530-1560

34 1490-1520

33 1450-1480

32 1420-1440

31 1390-1410

30 1360-1380

29 1330-1350

28 1300-1320

27 1260-1290

26 1230-1250

25 1200-1220

24 1160-1190

23 1130-1150

ACT SAT
36 1570-1600

35 1530-1560

34 1490-1520

33 1450-1480

32 1420-1440

31 1390-1410

30 1360-1380

29 1330-1350

28 1300-1320

27 1260-1290

26 1230-1250

25 1200-1220

24 1160-1190

23 1130-1150
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SAT to ACT Concordance

The concordance tables work in either direction. If you have an SAT score, use the table below to determine your concordant ACT score. 
Note that a perfect score on the ACT of 36 concords to a range of 1570–1600 on the SAT. 

SAT Total to ACT Composite

SAT ACT

1600 36

1590 36

1580 36

1570 36

1560 35

1550 35

1540 35

1530 35

1520 34

1510 34

1500 34

1490 34

1480 33

1470 33

1460 33

1450 33

1440 32

1430 32

1420 32

1410 31

1400 31

1390 31

1380 30

1370 30

1360 30

1350 29

SAT ACT

1340 29

1330 29

1320 28

1310 28

1300 28

1290 27

1280 27

1270 27

1260 27

1250 26

1240 26

1230 26

1220 25

1210 25

1200 25

1190 24

1180 24

1170 24

1160 24

1150 23

1140 23

1130 23

1120 22

1110 22

1100 22

1090 21

SAT ACT

1080 21

1070 21

1060 21

1050 20

1040 20

1030 20

1020 19

1010 19

1000 19

990 19

980 18

970 18

960 18

950 17

940 17

930 17

920 17

910 16

900 16

890 16

880 16

870 15

860 15

850 15

840 15

830 15

SAT ACT

820 14

810 14

800 14

790 14

780 14

770 13

760 13

750 13

740 13

730 13

720 12

710 12

700 12

690 12

680 11

670 11

660 11

650 11

640 10

630 10

620 10

610 9

600 9

590 9
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Section Concordance

Rather than averaging the ACT English and Reading scores, the new concordance adds the two together and compares those to the SAT 
Evidence-Based Reading and Writing score.  

These conversions are more likely to be used for course placement than for admission. 

SAT Reading and Writing to ACT English + Reaading

SAT ACT

800 72

790 72

780 71

770 71

760 70

750 70

740 69

730 68

720 67

710 66

700 64

SAT ACT

690 63

680 61

670 60

660 58

650 57

640 55

630 54

620 52

610 51

600 49

590 48

SAT ACT

580 46

570 45

560 44

550 43

540 42

530 40

520 39

510 38

500 37

490 35

480 34

SAT ACT

470 33

460 32

450 31

440 30

430 29

420 28

410 27

400 26

390 25

380 24

370 23

SAT ACT

360 22

350 21

340 20

330 19

320 18

310 17

300 16

290 15

280 14

SAT Math to ACT Math

SAT ACT

800 36

790 35

780 35

770 35

760 34

750 33

740 33

730 32

720 32

710 31

700 30

SAT ACT

690 30

680 29

670 28

660 28

650 27

640 27

630 27

620 26

610 26

600 25

590 25

SAT ACT

580 24

570 24

560 23

550 23

540 22

530 21

520 20

510 19

500 18

490 18

480 17

SAT ACT

470 17

460 17

450 16

440 16

430 16

420 16

410 15

400 15

390 15

380 15

370 14

SAT ACT

360 14

350 14

340 13

330 13

320 13

310 12

300 12

290 11

280 11

270 10

260 10
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Comparing SAT and ACT Scores

The first step in deciding between the SAT and the ACT is to take practice tests of each and compare your scores. While a concordance 
table can tell you what your SATscore maps to on the ACT, it does not clearly indicate whether you should prepare for the SAT or ACT. To 
aid in this decision, Kyo Standard has analyzed available data and developed a comparison tool in both graph (below) and table (right) 
forms. Many students will find that their scores intersect somewhere in the  “Judgment Call” band, but some may discover that one test is 
better suited to their strengths.

Which Test do you Favor?
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ACT/SAT Comparison Chart

Find the row with your ACT score in the left column and track right to find the column with your SAT score. This will help you determine 
whether your scores favor the ACT, or are so close that you should make a judgment call based on additional information.

ACT IF YOUR SAT SCORE IS

36 <1530

Fa
vo

r A
C

T

1530-1600

RE
Q

U
IR

ES
 J

U
D

G
M

EN
T 

C
A

LL

Fa
vo

r S
AT

35 <1490 1490-1580 <1580

34 <1450 1450-1560 <1560

33 <1420 1420-1520 <1520

32 <1390 1390-1480 <1480

31 <1360 1360-1440 <1440

30 <1330 1330-1410 <1410

29 <1300 1300-1380 <1380

28 <1260 1260-1350 <1350

27 <1230 1230-1320 <1320

26 <1200 1200-1290 <1290

25 <1160 1160-1250 <1250

24 <1130 1130-1220 <1220

23 <1000 1100-1190 <1190

22 <1060 1060-1150 <1150

21 <1030 1030-1120 <1120

20 <990 990-1090 <1090

19 <960 960-1050 <1050

18 <920 920-1020 <1020

17 <880 880-980 <980

16 <830 830-950 <950

15 <780 780-910 <910

14 <730 730-870 <870

13 <690 690-820 <820

12 <650 650-770 <770

11 <620 620-720 <720

10 <590 590-680 <680

9 <520 520-640 640
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SAT and ACT Percentiles

SAT PERCENTILE RANKS (2018)

The SAT percentile ranks that appear on your score report are not determined by the date you took the test. Instead, they are based on the 
entire performance of an earlier cohort. College Board is currently reporting two types of percentiles: Nationally Representative Sample 
Percentile and SAT User Percentile. The Nationally Representative Sample Percentile appears on your score report but is inflated because 
it is intended to represent all students, even those who would not normally take the SAT. The User Percentile, below, is closer to traditional 
expectations and is based on the performance of the class of 2018. Percentile ranks are useful for comparing a student’s performance to 
that of a population taking the same test. They should not be used for comparing performance between different tests. To compare SAT 
to ACT scores, concordance tables are more accurate.

SCORE ERW MATH

800 99+ 99+

790 99+ 99

780 99+ 98

770 99+ 98

760 99 97

750 99 96

740 98 96

730 97 95

720 97 94

710 96 93

700 94 92

690 93 91

680 92 89

670 90 88

660 88 88

650 86 85

640 84 83

630 81 81

620 78 79

610 75 77

600 72 75

590 69 72

580 66 69

570 63 66

560 59 64

550 56 61

540 52 57

530 49 53

520 45 49

510 42 44

SCORE ERW MATH

500 38 40

490 35 37

480 31 34

470 28 31

460 25 28

450 22 25

440 19 22

430 16 20

420 14 17

410 11 15

400 9 13

390 8 11

380 6 9

370 4 7

360 3 6

350 2 4

340 2 3

330 1 2

320 1 1

310 1 1

300 1- 1

290 1- 1

280 1- 1-

270 1- 1-

260 1- 1-

250 1- 1-

240 1- 1-

230 1- 1-

220 1- 1-

210 1- 1-

200 1- 1-

1600 99+

1590 99+

1580 99+

1570 99+

1560 99+

1550 99+

1540 99

1530 99

1520 99

1510 99

1500 99

1490 98

1480 98

1470 98

1460 97

1450 97

1440 96

1430 96

1420 95

1410 95

1400 94

1390 94

1380 93

1370 92

1360 92

1350 91

1340 90

1330 89

1320 88

1310 88

1300 87

1290 86

1280 84

1270 83

1260 82

1250 81

1240 80

1230 79

1220 77

1210 76

1200 74

SCORE TOTAL

1190 73

1180 72

1170 70

1160 68

1150 67

1140 65

1130 63

1120 62

1110 60

1100 58

1090 56

1080 54

1070 52

1060 51

1050 49

1040 47

1030 45

1020 43

1010 41

1000 39

990 37

980 36

970 34

960 32

950 31

940 29

930 27

920 26

910 24

900 23

890 21

880 20

870 18

860 17

850 15

840 14

830 13

820 12

810 11

800 10

SCORE TOTAL

790 9

780 8

770 7

760 6

750 5

740 4

730 4

720 3

710 3

700 2

690 2

680 1

670 1

660 1

650 1

640 1

630 1-

620 1-

610 1-

600 1-

590 1-

580 1-

570 1-

560 1-

550 1-

540 1-

530 1-

520 1-

510 1-

500 1-

490 1-

480 1-

470 1-

460 1-

450 1-

440 1-

430 1-

420 1-

410 1-

Source: College Board, Understanding Sources 2018
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SAT and ACT Percentiles

ACT PERCENTILE RANKS (2018)

The first five sets of percentiles below are based on the scores of students who graduated in 2018 and are defined as the percentage of 
students who scored at or below the given score. For Writing, ACT’s latest report includes combined data on graduates from the classes 
of 2016, 2017 and 2018.

36 100 100 100 100 100

35 99 99 99 99 99

34 99 96 99 97 99

33 98 94 98 94 97

32 96 93 97 92 96

31 95 91 96 89 95

30 91 90 95 87 94

29 91 88 93 84 92

28 88 86 91 82 90

27 85 84 88 80 88

26 82 82 81 77 86

25 78 79 79 74 82

24 74 75 74 70 77

23 69 70 69 66 71

22 64 64 65 60 64

21 88 59 60 54 57

20 52 53 57 49 50

19 46 48 52 43 44

18 40 44 48 38 37

17 34 40 40 33 30

16 27 36 31 28 25

15 21 30 20 22 18

14 15 24 10 18 14

13 9 18 9 13 10

12 4 14 1 9 6 100

11 1 11 1 5 4 99

10 1 6 1 1 2 99

9 1 3 1 1 1 95

8 1 1 1 1 1 88

7 1 1 1 1 1 65

6 1 1 1 1 1 47

5 1 1 1 1 1 24

4 1 1 1 1 1 12

3 1 1 1 1 1 4

2 1 1 1 1 1 2

1 1 1 1 1 1
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Popular Testing Timelines

The exact dates change from year to year, but the annual testing calendar is consistent. Remember that you can take tests more than 
once, and many people do. Three main tests— ACT, SAT, and SAT Subject Tests—and 14 possible test dates in one year can leave families 
wondering when is the best time to prepare and test. On the following pages, we provide guidelines for sophomore, junior, and senior 
years. These timelines are meant to give you a general guide; every student is different. We always recommend talking with a Kyo Standard 
director to identify the ideal timeline for your family.

Sophomore Year

PSAT or PSAT 10 The PSAT/NMSQT is the traditional October 
offering that allows juniors to qualify for the National Merit 
Scholarship Program. Many schools also offer this test to sophomores, 
but students’ scores will not count toward National Merit. The PSAT 
10 is structured identically to the PSAT/NMSQT; thus, some schools 
prefer to give the spring PSAT 10 to sophomores to provide a better 
sense of where students stand closer to the end of the academic year. 
Schools may also choose to use PSAT scores to aid in AP placement 
decisions going into junior year. 

SAT SUBJECT TESTS  Not every student will need Subject Tests 
(see pages 64–67 for school requirements), but those who do are 
encouraged to take exams at the end of the school year in which 
they have taken the relevant academic classes. For instance, a student 
excelling in precalculus in 10th grade may want to take the Math 
Level 2 Subject Test in May or June of sophomore year. 

PRACTICE TESTS  In the late spring or early summer of sophomore 
year, take a practice SAT and a practice ACT to determine which is the 
ideal test for you. Kyo Standard offers practice tests and consultations 
to help you craft an individualized test preparation plan.

Testing Calendar

SAT ACT Subject Tests Other

September

October PSAT/NMSQT

November

December

January

February

March

April

May AP

June

July

August

Take a Practice SAT and a Practice ACT

October PSAT

November

December

January

February

PSAT 10March

April

May Subject
TestsJune

SO
PH

O
M

O
RE

 Y
EA

R
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Junior and Senior Years

While Kyo Standard believes in customizing a test preparation plan to each student’s unique schedule, many students find success 
with common timelines for their testing. What follows are three popular testing timelines. These examples are based on students’ initial 
practice test scores—sophomore PSAT, practice SAT, or practice ACT— but it’s also possible that a different timeline would work better 
for a student because of additional factors like extracurriculars or travel plans.

While we indicate the most popular test dates for each timeline, we do not mean to suggest that students must test on those dates. 
Schedules are complex; the best test date is the one that works for you. But thoughtful planning can help ensure that there is ample time 
for preparation in advance of the exams. This page covers the traditional testing timeline. Please see the following pages for deferred and 
early testing.

Traditional Testing Deferred Testing Early Testing

SAT 900 -1200
ACT 17-25

SAT >900
ACT >17

SAT >1200
ACT >25

TRADITIONAL TESTING 

Approximately half of juniors falls into this category. 

BEGIN PREPARATION  Many students in this range will begin 
preparing for the SAT or ACT during the late summer or early fall 
of junior year. September’s back - to - school is a popular start 
time, especially when test preparation can be scheduled alongside 
homework, because students are often focused on academics. 

FIRST SITTING  Preparation generally intensifies in the months 
leading up to the exam. Most SAT students will take the exam for 
the first time in March. May and June are popular dates for Subject 
Tests but can also work well for a first sitting. ACT students often 
choose April for their first test, though June is also quite popular, and 
February is a possibility for those feeling prepared early. 

APs and SUBJECT TESTS  The end of the school year is the ideal 
time to take SAT Subject Tests if needed. Students taking APs in early 
May often take the remainder of May to prepare for Subject Tests in 
June. 

REFRESH  Summer is a good time to take practice tests and engage 
tutors to help refresh the skills solidified in the spring. 

SECOND SITTING  Traditionally, the October SAT and September 
ACT has been the most popular second - sitting test dates. With the 
introduction of the August SAT we may see a preference for earlier 
second sittings. Either way, November is generally the last advisable 
date for students applying via regular decisions; those applying early 
should be finished by October.
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DEFERRED TESTING 

Approximately one in three juniors falls into this category. 

BEGIN FOUNDATIONAL WORK  Students in this score range often 
begin doing foundational work over the summer before junior year 
or during the fall. This work may include traditional test preparation, 
but it may also be focused on solidifying fundamental knowledge by 
reviewing math concepts, practicing reading comprehension skills, 
and learning conventional grammar rules. The goal is to make formal 
test preparation less stressful in the few months leading up to the 
exam. 

FORMAL TEST PREPARATION  Whether or not students have 
done foundational work over the summer or fall, most will begin 
test preparation 3–4 months in advance of the late spring exams. 
A practice test in January can help assess how much a student 
has grown since initial diagnostic exams and set a baseline for 
improvement. Tutoring proceeds steadily throughout the spring. 

APs and SUBJECT TESTS  APs take place in May. If needed, Subject 
Tests can be taken in May or June, but June is the more popular date. 

FIRST SITTING  Students on the deferred timeline will often skip the 
March SAT and April ACT, aiming instead for the May SAT or June 
ACT. This gives students the full spring to prepare, allowing them to 
concentrate on school and extracurriculars. 

REFRESH  It’s common for students to grow more focused on college 
applications during the summer—practice tests and a refresh of 
tutoring can help encourage this focus. 

SECOND SITTING  Any fall test date has the potential to be a good 
time for a second sitting; the October SAT and September ACT are 
particularly popular. Both test dates give students the opportunity to 
sit for the exams a third time in November or December if it makes 
sense to do so.
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EARLY TESTING 

Approximately one in six juniors falls into this category.  

BEGIN PREPARATION  Students in this score range frequently 
aim to complete testing by the end of junior year so that they can 
concentrate on other aspects of the college application process in 
the fall of senior year. Preparation typically begins over the summer 
before junior year. For those within striking range of National Merit, 
tutoring may include preparation for the PSAT/ NMSQT in October. 

FIRST SITTING  SAT students often move from the PSAT/NMSQT 
straight into the November exam while preparation is still fresh. 
December is a popular test date for early ACT students. Both test 
dates are advantageous for students who want to lock in a first score 
before holiday distractions. 

REFRESH  Students may want to sit for a couple of practice exams 
or work with a tutor to refresh strategies before taking the exam a 
second time. Many students also take the spring to work with a tutor 
to prepare for Subject Tests and AP exams. 

SECOND SITTING  Spring test dates are popular times for students 
in this score range to retake the exam. The May and June SAT are 
both ideal for either SAT or Subject Tests. The April ACT is a good 
opportunity to post a second score before the end-of-the-year crush. 

APs and SUBJECT TESTS  Depending on a student’s AP schedule, it 
can make sense to either take the Subject Tests in May right before 
AP exams or wait a month and take them in June. 

SUMMER TESTING  The August SAT and July ACT are new to the 
testing calendar. We anticipate that they will prove popular for 
students who decide to delay their second sittings and for those 
who may want to take the test a third time before Early Decision 
applications are due.
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The Kyo Standard Approach

It may be easier to identify what SAT and ACT scores do not reflect, than what they do. They don’t reflect how smart a student is nor 
how much potential she has. They are not even a good measure of how successful a student will be in college beyond the first year. And 
despite the tests’ emphasis on content, neither test is a true reflection of what a student knows. 

What test scores do demonstrate is a particular cross section of four skill areas that students need well beyond the classroom: content 
knowledge, time management, plan implementation, and emotional control. Kyo Standard tutors are trained to address all four areas 
during lessons. 

The students who see the greatest score gains are those who take three to four practice tests as part of their preparation in the months 
leading up to a test date. When taken seriously, practice tests offer students the opportunity to implement the plans they’ve developed 
with their tutors.

Content

KNOWLEDGE OF CONTENT 

Many students already have much of the knowledge they need to have a successful testing experience. Some of that knowledge, however, 
maybe a bit rusty. Perhaps they haven’t diagrammed a sentence since 8th grade or worked with an Algebra I concept since 9th grade. 
A strong tutoring program serves as a refresher of school material and a diagnostic of concepts that may have been skipped in class. 
Students benefit from the focus that preparation brings. Though the breadth of content can seem daunting at first, an experienced tutor 
can help break down content into manageable pieces.

Strategy

COMMAND OF STRATEGIES 

Most SAT/ACT prep involves answering hundreds of questions and learning from your mistake. This often yields mixed results. Sometime 
the student’s score will go up, sometime the scores will go down. This is because students do not have a consistent approach for each 
question type. Successful students learn how the standards in standardized testing are the key to unlocking higher scores. These students 
learn to identify where to invest their time, how to navigate complicated passages, and how to spot the question and answer structures 
that repeat on every exam.

Pacing

OPTIMAL TIME MANAGEMENT 

Pacing might be the most challenging feature of any college entrance exam. It’s important for students to work on building their speed, 
but rushing through the test won’t help improve scores. Most students need to improve their pacing without sacrificing accuracy. This 
requires building knowledge, perfecting strategies, and practicing consistently. The goal of high quality test preparation is to build a 
student’s confidence and speed without sacrificing accuracy.  When students are able to invest their time wisely, knowing when to guess 
and move on, they see their score increase. 
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SAT and ACT Content and Timing

SAT OVERVIEW 

The SAT begins with a long Reading Test made up of five passages. The Writing and Language Test follows with four passages for students 
to edit. Math makes up the second half of the multiple choice exam; the Math Test is split into a no calculator section and a calculator 
section. The essay has become an optional final section on the SAT. 

The SAT’s 2016 changes have made it, in many ways, more similar to the ACT than ever before. In order to align the SAT with Common 
Core standards, College Board has adopted many of the descriptions used by ACT. Take, for instance, the similarities between the SAT’s 
Writing and Language Test and the ACT’s English Test; though the names are slightly different, the contents and formats of the two tests 
are largely the same. Perhaps the most noticeable difference between the SAT and the ACT is the absence of a Science section on the SAT. 
Rather than devoting a specific section to science, College Board has peppered the SAT with reading passages and questions that have 
science themes and involve charts and graphs. 

TIME % OF TEST QUESTIONS

Reading*
U..S. and World Literature (1passage) 20% 10

History/Social Studies (2 passages) 40% 21

Science ( 2 passages) 40% 21

Reading Total 65 minutes 52

Writing and Language
Standard English Conventions 45% 20

Punctuation

Usage

Sentence Structure

Expression of Ideas 55% 24

Development

Organization

Effective Language Use

Writing and Language Total 35 minutes 44

Mathematics
Heart of Algebra 33% 19

Problem Solving and Data Analysis 29% 17

Passport to Advanced Math 28% 16

Additional Topics 10% 6

Mathematics Total 80 minutes

Essay (Optional)
Essay Total 50 minutes

SAT with Essay 3 hours 50 minutes

* There will be at least one paired passage in the Reading section.
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ACT Overview

Between 2011 and 2017, the number of students taking the ACT eclipsed the number of students taking the SAT. However, for the class 
of 2018, 1.9 million students took the ACT, whereas 2.1 million took the SAT. Regardless of which test sees more test takers, the ACT is 
accepted in lieu of the SAT at essentially all colleges. Although most students score comparably on the competing exams, some students 
perform better on the ACT (as some do on the SAT) and find it to their advantage to submit the comparatively higher scores with their 
applications. 

The ACT is made up of tests in English, Mathematics, Reading, Science, and an optional Writing Test.

TIME % OF TEST QUESTIONS

English
Conventions of Standard English 53% 40

Production of Writing 31% 23

Knowledge of Language 16% 12

English Total 45 minutes 75

Mathematics
Pre-Algebra 23% 14

Elementary Algebra 17% 10

Intermediate Algebra 15% 9

Coordinate Geometry 15% 9

Plane Geometry 23% 14

Trigonometry 7% 4

Mathematics Total 60 minutes 60

Reading*
Literary Narrative or Prose Fiction 25% 10

Humanities 25% 10

Social Sciences 25% 10

Natutal Sciences 25% 10

Reading Total 35 minutes 40

Science1

Data Representation 30-40% 12-16

Research Summaries 45-55% 18-22

Conflicting Viewpoints 15-20% 6-8

Science Total 35 minutes 40

Writing (Optional)
Essay Total 40 minutes 1

ACT with Essay 3 hours 35 minutes

* There will be at least one paired passage in the Reading section. It can fall within any of the four passage types and will be followed by 10 questions.
1 Science passages are drawn from biology, chemistry, Earth/Space sciences and physics.
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Reading

As is clear from the table below, the most striking difference between the two exams is the speed of the ACT. Pacing strategies are 
paramount on the ACT Reading Test, as students have fewer than nine minutes to read and answer questions for each passage.

SAT takers will find that the passages are often in the same order and that questions are ordered largely chronologically alongside the 
passage. Students may find that answering questions as they read helps maximize their scores. 

Kyo Standard has compiled item-by-item performance for several thousand students on eleven different ACT tests (below). Green 
questions are those most commonly answered correctly; red questions are those most commonly answered incorrectly.  

The heat map above demonstrates the difficulty students have in completing the entire ACT Reading Test. The passages and questions do 
not become objectively more difficult; instead, poor pacing leaves many students guessing on the final passage. The ACT tests a student’s 
ability to read quickly and prioritize information rather than the ability to read closely and make significant inferences. 

Though the question order is random, the passage order is not. Just because the passages come in a particular order does not mean that 
a student has to read them in that order. Many students can improve their scores by simply reordering how they approach the passages. 
Tutoring can help students incorporate strategies that are tailored to their individual strengths.

Though the two tests share many of the same question types, only the SAT presents students with citation questions that require students 
to justify their previous answer with a line number, as in the example below. The ACT example is a question type found on both exams 
and requires students to understand why the author has included particular information.

SAT READING ACT READING

Time Alloted 65 minutes 35 minutes

Number of passages Always 5 Always 4

Number of Questions 52 40

Passage length Approximately 550 -750 words Approximately 700 -900 words

Passage topics The five passages will more likely come in the 
same order and always from the same categ-
gories. (1) U.S. and world literature, (2) history/

social studies (3) science, (4) history/social 
studies, and (5) science.

One passage will be a paired passage.

The four passages will more likely come in 
the same order and always from the same 

categories. (1) literary narrative or prose fiction 
(2) social sciences (3) humanities, and (4) natural 

sciences

One passage will be a paired passage.

Order of Questions Roughly follows the order of the passage Random
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SAT Reading

ACT Reading

This passage is adapted from Amit Chaudhuri, A  Strange and  
Sublime Address. ©1991 Amit Chaudhuri. 

A ten-year-old boy named Sandeep travels with hi  mother, his aunt  
(Mamima), and his uncle (Chhotomama) to visit family in Calcutta, India. 

The son and the daughter-in-law emerged shyly from the anteroom. They 
both stooped gently to touch Chhotomama’s feet, and Sandeep’s aunt’s and 
his mother’s feet, a traditional greeting and a mark of obeisance towards 
one’s elders.
 
 “Oh no no no,” said Chhotomama, struggling to keep the son’s hand away 
from his feet. “there’s no  need for all this.”  This was half a token gesture 
towards modesty, and half towards the new,   “modern” India- Nehru’s  
secular India, free of ritual  and religion. 

50

51

8. Sandeep would be most critical of which action from the passage?

A) the two boys playing carrom
B) Mamima’s inquiry about the gender of the child
C) The old lady’s reaction to the gift
D) The son and daughter-in-law waiting in the Anteroom

9. Which lines form the passage most strongly suggest that India has 
experienced social change?

A) Lines 36-37 (“There was … she insisted”)
B) Lines 48-51 (“They both … elders”)
C) Lines 54-57 (“This was … religion”)
D) Lines 73-76 (“It made … sparseness”)

 Soon enough, unable to keep my love object to Myself, I came clean with 
my parents. Fairly clean, at least: I kept the hardball under wraps, nestling a 
tennis ball into the glove’s pocket in a prissily responsible manner. I told my 
father I thought I better tell him I’d gotten a baseball glove. It was a really 
good one. He massaged it with his thumbs, sort of churning them around 
in the glove. The leather seemed okay, he allowed, but he said he didn’t see 
why the glove had to look the way it did. He whapped his fist in it a few 
times and then took it with both hands and bent it back and forth as if to 
reprimand it for the affection of its dep pocket. He entered briefly into the 
subject, familiar to all baseball-book readers, of infielders sitting on their 
gloves to keep them flat so that they could turn the ball over fast. I said I 
knew about that. 

70

75

80

10. The narrator characterizes herself as coming only “fairly clean” ( 
line 68) with her parents because she:

F. didn’t tell them right away about her glove. 
G. had been using her sister’s tennis balls to practice  baseball.
H. didn’t tell them at first that she owned a hardball. 
J. had been practicing throwing a tennis ball against a dormitory wall.  
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English

The biggest difference between SAT Writing and Language and ACT English is the name of each test. As you will see in the following 
pages, the content and format of the two tests are quite similar. 

On the SAT, questions are divided into Standard English Conventions and Expression of Ideas. ACT labels the former Conventions of 
Standard English, and breaks the latter into Production of Writing and Knowledge of Language. Fundamentally, the two tests are assessing 
students’ knowledge of grammar and effective writing (including development, organization, and word choice). 

Unique to the SAT is the presence of graphics, support, and proposition questions. At least one SAT Writing and Language passage 
will include a graph, and one or two questions will require interpreting information presented in the graph. Support and proposition 
questions require students to correctly connect claims, evidence, and reasoning. 

The heat map below shows that ACT English questions are not arranged in order of difficulty. Students can work through the test quickly 
with fewer of the pacing and decision-making challenges encountered on Math, Reading, and Science. Most students are able to reach 
the final questions of the test once they acclimate to the format and practice the underlying skills. SAT questions are likewise random in 
difficulty, though the SAT gives students more time per question.

SAT WRITING AND LANGUAGE ACT ENGLISH

Time Alloted 35 minutes 45 minutes

Number of passages 4 5

Number of Questions 44 75

Passage length Approximately 550 -750 words Approximately 700 -900 words

Passage topics The four passages will always represent the 
following topics; history/social studies, careers, 

humanities, and science. The style will range 
from argument to informative/explanatory to 

non-fiction narrative.

The five passages are written to appear like 
typical high-school level writing. Topics range 

from history reports to personal narrative.

Topics tested Questions are split between Standard English 
Conventions (grammar, punctuation, and 

usage) and Expression of Ideas (development, 
organization, and effective language use).

Questions are classified as Conventions of 
Standard English (grammar, punctuation, and 
usage) Production of Writing (development 

and organization), and knowledge of Laguage 
(effective language use)
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English Strategy

Both the SAT Writing and Language and ACT English Tests require students to handle both questions about grammar and questions 
about overall meaning and structural strategies. A passage with underlined portions will appear on the left side of the page; questions 
will appear alongside the passage on the right. The example below is from the ACT, which aligns questions with their placement in the 
passage, resulting in gaps within paragraphs. The SAT avoids such gaps by aligning questions at the top of the column.

This format presents a challenge: the predominance of problems that consist only of answer choices can train students to ignore the 
actual questions when they arise (see question 62 above). Consistent practice and expert guidance can help students become more 
comfortable with both the underlying knowledge they need to answer questions correctly and the format that is designed to distract 
them from those correct answers. 

ENGLISH - SAMPLE QUESTIONS

Charles Drew and the Creation of Blood Banks

Charles Richard Drew was the most prominent African 

American doctor in the field of vlookd transfusion during the 

1940’s, and his leading direct to the creation of the American 

Red Cross Blood Bank.  Prior to the 20th century.

all blood donations had to be made directly from the donor to

the receiver; the institutions focused on blood transfusion 

research was in Moscow.

60.  F.   NO CHANGE
G.  led directly
H.  led direct
J.   directly lending

61.  A.   NO CHANGE
B.  could of been made
C.  was made
D.   may had made

61.  Given that all of the following questions are 
true, which one most effectively elaborates 
on a poin made earlier in the sentence?

B.  NO CHANGE
C.  a Belgian doctor performed  
      the first non-direct transfusion.
D.   the first blood donors 
       were sheep.
B.  otherwise, the blood would clot

Math

Math differs between the SAT and ACT in both form and content. Students preparing for each test should employ different strategies and 
review different math topics. See pages 46–47 for a detailed breakdown of topics tested on the SAT and ACT.

SAT MATH ACT MATH

Section placement 3rd 4th 2nd

Calculator No Calculator Calculator Calculator

Time alloted 25 minutes 55 minutes 60 minutes

Number of questions 20 38 60

Question types Multiple Choice and Grid-in Multiple Choice

Topics tested Emphasis on Algebra 1 and 2 topics and data 
analysis.

Broad bur shallow approach to math topics 
ranging from pre-algebra to trigonometry
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SAT MATH STRATEGY 

More than any previous SAT, the new SAT is built on “math class” math. Like every standardized test, though, the SAT reveals itself through 
predictability and repetition. Students don’t need to review five years of math; they do need to review the math that the SAT thinks is 
important. 

The SAT has two types of Math sections—No Calculator and Calculator—and two types of questions on each of those sections—multiple 
choice and grid-in. 

SAT Math questions are arranged in rough order of difficulty within each section and problem type. For example, question 15 in the No 
Calculator section of the SAT will be much harder than question 5—fewer students will get question 15 correct, and even those who do 
may take 4 to 6 times as long as they needed for the earlier problem. However, question 16 (the first grid-in) will be much easier than 
question 15. 

Each student needs to develop a pacing strategy that maximizes his or her math score. Many students can raise their scores by skipping 
the hardest multiple choice questions so that they have sufficient time to complete the first few grid-ins.

Section 3, No Calculator
25 minutes, 20 questions

Multiple Choice Grid-in

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20

Multiple Choice Grid-in

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38

Section 4, Calculator
55 minutes, 38 questions

ACT MATH STRATEGY 

ACT Math questions roughly increase in difficulty throughout the test. The heat map below shows the progression from green to red. 
While question 12 may not be harder than question 10, question 40 is almost certainly more difficult than both 10 and 12. This ladder of 
difficulty can create significant pacing problems for students.

There is often the misperception that the ACT Math test is straightforward and requires little strategy. In analyzing student performance, 
we have found the opposite to be the case. The increasing question difficulty and wide variety of topics mean that students must actively 
work on pacing skills and develop a type of process of elimination at the question level—“not a good investment of time, GUESS”; “difficult 
question but a familiar topic, ATTEMPT”; etc. 

Random guessing should allow even a student with no understanding of a question to choose a correct answer one time out of five 
(20%). However, the ACT—like the SAT—can draw students into traps that can lower performance below that threshold. Students may 
spend valuable time attempting problems from which they gain fewer points than peers who pick an answer with a metaphorical dart. 
The graph below shows how students at different score levels perform throughout the Math Test. By approximately question 52, lower 
scoring students fall below the 20% guessing threshold. Even students scoring between 23 and 29 receive almost no net gain from the 
final problems of the test.
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MATH STANDARDS: SAT VS. ACT 

In order to build parallel—fair and equivalent—forms for each administration of their tests, the College Board and ACT must adhere to 
consistent sets of standards. Parallelism places one constraint on the test makers; academic alignment places another. Neither the ACT 
nor the SAT “make up” the standards. They work closely with the Common Core standards and with the National Council of Teachers of 
Mathematics to develop  “domains” and “content dimensions and descriptions.” 

The SAT has put a strong emphasis on Algebra I, Algebra II, and data interpretation and analysis—what it refers to as Heart of Algebra, 
Passport to Advanced Math, and Problem Solving and Data Analysis, respectively. The College Board considers these content domains as 
essential building blocks for the mathematics, science, and social science necessary for success in college and careers. The SAT has also 
decreased its emphasis on plane geometry and what it considers peripheral subjects. 

A comparison between the SAT and the ACT demonstrates how content decisions can influence the character of an exam. Even the 
number of questions on a topic can have a dramatic impact. There is only one trigonometry question on the SAT, for example, so the 
exam can only test a narrow range of trigonometric ideas. If the material jumped around too much from administration to administration, 
it would risk the parallelism required of a standardized test. The ACT, on the other hand, has four trigonometry questions on each test. 
This does not just mean that there are four times as many trig questions as on the SAT. It means that the ACT has more room to explore 
different areas of trig—amplitude, inverse functions, unit circles, etc. A student preparing for the SAT should study trigonometry in a 
different way from a student getting ready for the ACT. 

The tables below summarize, at a high level, the content differences between the SAT and ACT.

PREVALENCE OF MATH TOPICS ON THE SAT AND ACT

Pre-Algebra and Miscellaneous

SAT ACT

Absolute Value Arithmetic

Combinations

Digits

Exponents and Roots

Fractions and Decimals

Imaginary/Complex Numbers

Logarithms

Logic

Number Line

Number Properties

Overlapping Sets/Venn Diagrams

Percents

Probability

Scientific Notation

Sequence and Patterns

Data Interpretation and Analysis

SAT ACT

Data Graphics

Data Tables

Line of Best Fit

Mean, Medium, and Mode

Other Charts and Graphs

Rates

Ratios and Proportions

Sampling

Scatter plots

Two-Way Tables

Units

Varience/Dispersion/Range
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PREVALENCE OF MATH TOPICS ON THE SAT AND ACT

Algebra

SAT ACT

Direct and Inverse Variation

Domain and Range

Equivalent Expressions/Simplifying

Exponential Change

Graphs of Lines and Inequalities

Inequalities

Linear Equations

Matrices

Parabolas

Parallel and Perpendicular Linwa

Polynomial Division

Quadratic Formula

Quadratic Functions

Slope

Symbol Functions

System of Equations

Zeros

Algebra

SAT ACT

Absolute Value Equations and Graphs

Angles

Area

Circle Equations

Circles, Arcs, Chords, Radi

Circumference

Distance Formula

Ellipse Equations

Geometric Visualization

Hybrid Figures

Line Segements/Midpoints

Perimeter

Pythagorean Theorem and Right 
Triangles

Rotation, Refletion, and Transformation

Similar Triangles

Squares and Rectangles

Surface Area

Volume

xyz Coordinate System

Trigonometry

SAT ACT

Trigonometry

Tested frequently on each exam

Tested approximately one per exam

Tested in frequently

Not included in content standards
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SAT Science

Unlike the ACT, the SAT does not present a section devoted to science. Even so, there are a number of science-themed questions on 
the exam, enough to form the backbone of the SAT’s Analysis in Science cross-test score. In Evidence-Based Reading and Writing, 27 
questions drawn from the three passages on science contribute to this cross-test score; in Math, 7 to 9 questions, particularly those that 
require data in interpretation, contribute to the score. 

As the examples below demonstrate, students do not need to memorize concepts from science classes so much as they need to be 
confident interpreting tables and charts.

ANALYSIS IN SCIENCE EXAMPLE: READING AND WRITING

ANALYSIS IN SCIENCE EXAMPLE: MATH
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31. Which statement is most strongly supported 
by the graph?

A) Bats at all locations emerged from their 
caves earlier in 2011 than in 2008.

B) Although both were dry years, 2009 
was wetter than 2008.

C) Davis is geographically closer to 
Bracken than it is to Ney.

D) The bats in Ney reacted more strongly 
to dry weather than any other bats.

 
 

 
 

 

24. The agronomist assumes that the 
relationship between farm size and annual 
crop yield per acre will continue its trend 
on farms of larger size. Based on the line of 
best fit, which of the following would be the 
best estimate of annual production of corn, 
in tons, for farms of 6,000 acres?

A) 21
B) 23
C) 25
D) 26

The scatter plot above shows corn yield in tons per acre for farms averaging 

between 100 and 5,000 acres of corn planted.

 

ANALYSIS IN SCIENCE EXAMPLE: READING AND WRITING

ANALYSIS IN SCIENCE EXAMPLE: MATH
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31. Which statement is most strongly supported 
by the graph?

A) Bats at all locations emerged from their 
caves earlier in 2011 than in 2008.

B) Although both were dry years, 2009 
was wetter than 2008.

C) Davis is geographically closer to 
Bracken than it is to Ney.

D) The bats in Ney reacted more strongly 
to dry weather than any other bats.

 
 

 
 

 

24. The agronomist assumes that the 
relationship between farm size and annual 
crop yield per acre will continue its trend 
on farms of larger size. Based on the line of 
best fit, which of the following would be the 
best estimate of annual production of corn, 
in tons, for farms of 6,000 acres?

A) 21
B) 23
C) 25
D) 26

The scatter plot above shows corn yield in tons per acre for farms averaging 

between 100 and 5,000 acres of corn planted.

 

ANALYSIS IN SCIENCE EXAMPLE: READING AND WRITING

ANALYSIS IN SCIENCE EXAMPLE: MATH
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ACT Science

The ACT Science Test measures interpretation, analysis, evaluation, reasoning, and problem-solving skills. Although it uses scientific 
language and reasoning, very little prior science knowledge is needed to do well on the ACT. When the ACT does call for prior knowledge, 
it’s typically something very basic that the vast majority of high school students will know (e.g. knowing that H2O is water). This test is 
more about understanding and interpreting 

information you’re given and understanding the nature of scientific experiments. The questions may have very little to do with what a 
student is actually learning in his or her science classes at school. 

What the test does require is an ability to navigate a multi-level maze. Nowhere else on the ACT is so much extraneous information 
provided. Solutions are often deeply embedded within complicated diagrams or tables. Detailed experiment write-ups may be helpful 
only for a single question. The upside is that ACT Science rewards preparation. Success on ACT Science is not about learning science—it 
is about combining reading and data analysis skills and learning to do it at speed.

Science passages tend to get harder throughout the test, and questions tend to get harder throughout a passage. The highlighted 
section of the heat map above shows an example of this trend in Form G. At multiple points, students are confronted with a decision: 
wade through the most difficult questions of a passage or invest time in a new passage with the hope of reaching easier questions. Pacing 
practice is essential for students to master ACT Science.

PASSAGE TYPE PASSAGES PER ACT
NUMBER OF QUESTIONS

PER PASSAGE
CHARACTERISTICS

Data Representation 2-3 5-6

Scientific information is  
presented in charts, graphs, tables, 
and diagrams. Questions require 
interpretation and analysis of the 

information.

Research Summaries 2-3 6-8

One or more related experiments 
are described, with the results 
of the experiment(s) typically 
summarized in graphs and/or 

tables. Questions cover the design, 
execution, and results.

Conflicting Viewpoints 1 6-8

Two or more incompatible  
theories, hyphotheses, or view-
points on a specific observable 

phenomenon are offered.  
Questions will evaluate your ability 

to analyze and compare the  
different viewpoints.
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SAT Essay and ACT writing tests

Both the SAT and ACT offer an optional writing assessment at the end of each exam; however, they are very different types of writing 
assignments. Students may want to consider these differences when making the initial SAT vs. ACT decision. The SAT Essay focuses 
on analyzing a text; students are instructed to leave their personal opinions about the topic out of the essay. ACT, on the other hand, 
requires students to give their opinions on a topic, while simultaneously analyzing three additional perspectives and discussing how 
these positions relate to one another. Both tests assign multiple scores based on particular areas or “domains” of the writing process; SAT 
keeps these scores separate, while ACT averages them into a single Writing Test score.

SAT ESSAY ACT WRITING

Length 50 minutes (optional) 40 minutes (optional)

Order Last section of the test Last section of the test

Prompt

One previously published persuasive essay is used as 
a source of passage. Students are instructed to write 
a rhetorical analysis that explains how the argument 

persuades it’s audience.

One short paragraph of background information 
on a contemporary social issue is followed by three 
perspectives of the topic. Students are instructed to 

consider the tree perspectives in light of their own views.

Goal
Students’ essay should demonstrate an underestanding 
of the source document and present an analysis of the 

reasoning, evidence, and stylistic devices used.

Students’ essays should present their own persuasive 
positions while analyzing and evaluating the three given 

perspectives.

Scoring

3 Separate Scores 1 Total Score: Average of Domain Scores

Reading Analysis Writing
Ideas & 
Analysis

Development & 
Support

Organization
Language 

Use

Reader 1 1-4 1-4 1-4 1-6 1-6 1-6 1-6

Reader 2 1-4 1-4 1-4 1-6 1-6 1-6 1-6

Domain 
Totals

2-8 2-8 2-8 2-12 2-12 2-12 2-12

Scores remain separate. 
No Sum average is provided. 

Essay scores are not combined with ERW scores.

Four domain scores are averaged. 
Total Score: 2-12 

Writing score combined with English and Reading scores 
to form English Language Arts (ELA) score.
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SAT ESSAY AND ACT WRITING POLICIES 

Since the introduction of the optional SAT Essay test, we have seen a steady decline of colleges requiring either the SAT Essay or the ACT 
Writing Test. 

It’s uncommon for an ACT or SAT essay to be a significant negative factor on an application. With a minimum amount of practice, most 
students can reach the 25th–75th percentile score range of even the most elite colleges in the country—something not at all true about 
other sections of the exams. 

Before deciding whether to write the essay, students are well-advised to research the policies of the schools to which they plan to apply 
and err on the side of keeping their options open. Students who are targeting selective colleges should try to exceed the bare minimum 
requirements if they have the ability to do so. Below, we list the policies for schools that require or recommend the writing exams. This list 
is limited to the 360 schools whose profiles and policies we track (see pages 12–18) or that require the essay from all applicants. The UC 
System dominates the list of schools still requiring the essay and remains a driving force in students’ decision-making. 

SAT ESSAY AND ACT WRITING: REQUIRED AND RECOMMENDED

REQUIRED

Martin Luther College University of California, Merced

Soka University of America University of California, Riverside

United States Military Academy University of California, San Diego

University of California, Berkeley University of California, Santa Barbara

University of California, Davis University of California, Santa Cruz

University of California, Irvine University of Miami*

University of California, Los Angeles University of North Texas*

RECOMMENDED

Abilene Christian University Simmons College

Austin College Stanford University

Berry College Stony Brook University, SUNY

Chapman University Taylor University

Concordia College, Moorhead Universit at Buffalo, SUNY

Duke University University of Minnesota, Twin Cities

Michigan State University Webb Institute

Oregon State University

* University of Miami and University of North Texas require the essay for placement, not admission.
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SAT ESSAY 

The SAT Essay is a 50-minute, optional writing assignment. Students are asked to read a persuasive essay and then compose a rhetorical 
analysis that explains how the essay persuades its audience. 

Some students will have written this form of essay in English class, particularly AP English Language, and feel comfortable focusing on 
analyzing the style of the source text. Other students trained to take a position on a topic and support it with three examples may find 
this assignment to be a challenge because the writing prompt explicitly states that students are not to agree or disagree with the ideas 
presented in the source passage. 

The goal of the assignment is to explain how the author of the source passage builds a 650–750 word persuasive argument on a 
contemporary issue in a topic like science, art, the environment, or politics. This is a common type of writing assignment in first-year 
college writing classes, so preparing for this essay can help students prepare for college as well.

SAMPLE SAT ESSAY PROMPT

The following example provides the instructions and an excerpt of a typical essay. The essay students encounter on the exam will be 
longer that the one provided here. 

 John F. Kennedy. September 12, 1962. Rice Stadium, Houston, TX

We set sail on this new sea because there is new knowledge to be gained, and new rights to be won, and they must be won and used for 
the progress of all people. For space science, like nuclear science and all technology, has no conscience of its own. Whether it will become 
a force for good or ill depends on man, and only if the United States occupies a position of pre-eminence can we help decide whether 
this new ocean will be a sea of peace or a new terrifying theater of war. I do not say the we should or will go unprotected against the 
hostile misuse of space any more than we go unprotected against the hostile use of land or sea, but I do say that space can be explored 
and mastered without feeding the fires of war, without repeating the mistakes that man has made in extending his writ around this globe 
of ours. 

There is no strife, no prejudice, no national conflict in outer space as yet. Its hazards are hostile to us all. Its conquest deserves the best of 
all mankind, and its opportunity for peaceful cooperation many never come again. But why, some say, the moon? Why choose this as our 
goal? And they may well ask why climb the highest mountain? Why, 35 years ago, fly the Atlantic? Why does Rice play Texas? 

We choose to go to the moon. We choose to go to the moon in this decade and do the other things, not because they are easy, but 
because they are hard, because that goal will serve to organize and measure the best of our energies and skills, because that challenge is 
one that we are willing to accept, one we are unwilling to postpone, and one which we intend to win, and the others, too. 

Write an essay in which you explain how President Kennedy builds an argument to expand and move forward with the United States’ 
space program. In your essay, analyze how Kennedy uses one or more of the features listed above (or features of your own choice) to 
strengthen the logic and persuasiveness of his argument. Be sure that your analysis focuses on the most relevant aspects of the passage.
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ACT WRITING 

ACT Writing is optional and consists of one 40-minute essay on a contemporary topic with social relevance. The prompt consists of a 
short background paragraph followed by three distinct perspectives on the subject. The student is asked to analyze and evaluate each 
perspective, develop his or her own position, and explain how each perspective relates to the student’s own position. Though that might 
seem like a lot to accomplish in 40 minutes, with focused practice and feedback, it can become a manageable series of tasks. Students 
can break down the directions to “analyze and evaluate the perspectives given” into four questions: 

1. Who holds this position? 

2. Why do they hold it? 

3. What if everyone embraced this perspective? 

4. What is this perspective’s greatest strength or weakness?  

SAMPLE ACT WRITING PROMPT

5 2

Freedom of Speech
The First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution guarantees the right of citizens to free speech. People have claimed 
protection for many forms of expression under the First Amendment, from works of art and literature to politi-
cal platforms and religious policies. Proponents of free speech believe it is important to allow under-represented 
points of view to be expressed, even at the risk of insulting others, but is every point of view equally deserving of 
free expression? Given the polarizing nature of many social and political issues, it is worth considering the role 
and implications of free speech in cultural debate. 

Read and carefully consider these perspectives. Each suggests a particular way of thinking about free-
dom of speech.

Perspective One   Perspective Two   Perspective Three

Allowing all people to 
express their views is a vital 
part of civilized discussion 
of any topic. Acknowledging 
the right of everyone to hold 
his or her own opinions 
leads to mutual respect and 
ultimately, cooperation.

 

The suppression of free 
speech is a hallmark of 
repressive political regimes. 
Allowing any restrictions 
on free speech at all is 
dangerous, as it will only 
lead to increased efforts to 
control people’s ideas and 
expression.

 

Freedom of speech can be 
taken too far by those with 
extreme positions on certain 
issues. The expression 
of viewpoints that are 
discriminatory or harmful to 
others should not be allowed. 

Essay Task
Write a unified, coherent essay in which you evaluate multiple perspectives on the question of 
freedom of speech. In your essay, be sure to:

•	 analyze and evaluate the perspectives given
•	 state and develop your own perspective on the issue
•	 explain the relationship between your perspective and those given

Your perspective may be in full agreement with any of the others, in partial agreement, or wholly 
different. Whatever the case, support your ideas with logical reasoning and detailed, persuasive 
examples.

5 3
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ESSAY SCORING 

If College Board or ACT let each reader decide how to grade essays, the process would soon devolve into chaos, with different standards 
and expectations. Instead, the readers are taught how to agree on community standards. Using a scoring rubric, senior readers select a 
set of papers that align with the qualities defined in a scoring rubric and then use this “anchor” set to train readers to gauge the relative 
quality of student essays. 

Until the 2015–2016 school year, the scoring was “holistic,” meaning that the grader would consider and balance many aspects of the 
writing and arrive at a single score of 1–6. Now, both College Board and ACT employ “analytic” scoring. Though the testing organizations 
still use anchor sets for training, they train readers to consider and score different elements of the essay separately. The official rubric for 
each exam’s assignment is available online; the following gives an overview of what graders are taught to expect when scoring each 
domain.

SAT ESSAY ACT WRITING

READING 
The reading score based on how accurately a student summerizes the 
argument or claims presented in the course document. High-scoring essays 
include relevant, specific examples from the source document and interpret 
their meaning correctly. Students are penalized for misrepresenting or 
misunderstanding the author’s position or claims.

IDEAS AND ANALYSIS  
This domain score describes how well a student (a) presents her 
own thesis, (b) engages with the given perspectives, (c) provides 
context for the debate, and (d) examines the relationships among 
perspectives.  Successful essays both take a clear position and discuss 
the strengths  and weaknesses of the prompt’s  perspectives.

ANALYSIS  
The analysis score describes how  well a student explains how and why 
particular elements of the writing are persuasive. Emotional appeals data, 
rhetorical questions, and anecdotes are all aspects that a student could 
describe and analyze when appropriate. Strong essay focus on the most 
significant pieces, rather than simply cataloging persuasive elements, and 
tie the author’s strategies to key goals.    

DEVELOPMENT AND SUPPORT  
This is similar to the SAT`S reading score in that the development and 
support score is based on how effectively and specifically the student 
uses specific examples to support her ideas. For the ACT, specific 
examples can be drawn from a student’s  experiences, while the SAT`s 
example must be taken from the source text. Students with a high 
score in this domain not only identify concrete examples but also 
explain how and why these examples support the claims.

WRITING  
The writing score addresses the mechanics of writing, over all organization, 
scientist structure, and language use. Students should aim to group ideas 
into focused paragraphs, vary sentence structure, and use vocabulary 
correctly.

ORGANIZATION  
ACT splits SAT`s writing score into two parts, the first is Organization. 
This score reflects whether the student maintains focus and provides 
transitions between and within paragraphs, effective essays emphasis 
transitions with words like however, nevertheless, therefore, but.

LANGUAGE USE 
This score covers the remaining writing mechanics: word choice, 
sentence structure, tone, and grammar.

4

Advanced 

3

Proficient

2

Partial

1

Inadequate

6

Effective

6

Well-develped 

4

Adaquate 

3

Developing skill 

2

Weak

1

Little or no skill
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Student B came in as a very strong student but lacked the content knowledge to do well on the English section, a strong math 

background, an inconsistent reading strategy, and over analyzed the science section. He had also met with several other tutors, 

but he was growing frustrated with simply doing problems and simply getting answers and solutions. Despite this, student B 

was reluctant to try a more strategic approach. He felt that being an excellent student was enough to do well on the exam. 

Our initial goal was to abrogate his content deficiencies. Our tutor went over all of the grammar rules tested and assigned him 

several pages of homework to ensure that the student understood the rule. The tutor also went over some of the more rudi-

mentary math content to make sure the student remembers them. 

English
#

Co
rr

ec
t  

A
ns

w
er

Yo
ur

 A
ns

w
er

1 B B 
2 G G 
3 A A 
4 F F 
5 C C 
6 H H 
7 B C 
8 G G 
9 A A 

10 J J 
11 A A 
12 F F 
13 D D 
14 F F 
15 B B 
16 G G 
17 D D 
18 F F 
19 C C 
20 G G 
21 A A 
22 G G 
23 C C 
24 F F 
25 B B 
26 J J 
27 D D 
28 J J 
29 A A 
30 H H 
31 C C 
32 J F 
33 B B 
34 H H 
35 B B 
36 J J 
37 C C 
38 H H 

Reading

#

Co
rr

ec
t  

A
ns

w
er

Yo
ur

 A
ns

w
er

1 B B 
2 J J 
3 B B 
4 H H 
5 D D 
6 H G 
7 A C 
8 H H 
9 A A 

10 F F 
11 A A 
12 H H 
13 B B 
14 G G 
15 D B 
16 H H 
17 B B 
18 G G 
19 A A 
20 J J 
21 B B 
22 J J 
23 A A 
24 H H 
25 C C 
26 J J 
27 C C 
28 F F 
29 C C 
30 G H 
31 D C 
32 J H 
33 D C 
34 G H 
35 A C 
36 H H 
37 C C 
38 J H 
39 C C 
40 G H 

Science

#

Co
rr

ec
t  

A
ns

w
er

Yo
ur

 A
ns

w
er

1 B B 
2 H H 
3 D D 
4 G G 
5 A A 
6 J F 
7 A A 
8 G G 
9 D D 

10 H H 
11 D D 
12 G G 
13 A A 
14 H H 
15 B A 
16 J J 
17 D D 
18 J H 
19 A B 
20 J J 
21 C C 
22 F F 
23 B B 
24 G G 
25 D D 
26 G H 
27 B D 
28 F G 
29 B B 
30 F H 
31 C D 
32 F F 
33 C C 
34 H H 
35 B C 
36 H H 
37 A C 
38 J H 
39 C C 
40 G H 

Math

#

Co
rr

ec
t  

A
ns

w
er

Yo
ur

 A
ns

w
er

1 C C 
2 K K 
3 C C 
4 J K 
5 E E 
6 G G 
7 E E 
8 H H 
9 C D 

10 K K 
11 C C 
12 F F 
13 B B 
14 H H 
15 E E 
16 J J 
17 B B 
18 G G 
19 D D 
20 F F 
21 A A 
22 G G 
23 B B 
24 F F 
25 B B 
26 J J 
27 A A 
28 H H 
29 D D 
30 K G 

Math

#

Co
rr

ec
t  

A
ns

w
er

Yo
ur

 A
ns

w
er

31 E C 
32 F H 
33 D C 
34 K J 
35 B B 
36 F F 
37 E E 
38 J H 
39 C E 
40 G -
41 B C 
42 J K 
43 B C 
44 J H 
45 D D 
46 F H 
47 B C 
48 F H 
49 D C 
50 F H 
51 C C 
52 J H 
53 C C 
54 K H 
55 C C 
56 G H 
57 D C 
58 F H 
59 A C 
60 K H 
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English

#

Co
rr

ec
t  

A
ns

w
er

Yo
ur

 A
ns

w
er

39 A D 
40 G G 
41 D D 
42 H H 
43 D D 
44 G G 
45 B B 
46 F F 
47 C C 
48 J J 
49 0 D 
50 H H 
51 A A 
52 J J 
53 C C 
54 G G 
55 C C 
56 F F 
57 A A 
58 J J 
59 A A 
60 J J 
61 C C 
62 J J 
63 B B 
64 H J 
65 B B 
66 F F 
67 A A 
68 F -
69 D -
70 H -
71 C -
72 G -
73 A -
74 F -
75 D -

 63
 4

English 
Usage/Mechanics 16 out of 18
Rhetorical Skills 14 out of 18

Math
Pre-Algebra/Elem. Algebra 12 out of 18
Int. AlgebralCoord. Geometry 11 out of 18
Plane Geometry/Trig. 11 out of 18

Reading
Social Studies/Sciences 12 out of 18
Arts/Literature 16 out of 18

Score Summary
ACT Test 74H 

Composite  25
Eng Math Read Sci

28 22 25 25

Case  Study 1 -  Student B
Hometown:  
Sacramento, CA  

High School:  
Public High School 

GPA: 4.6 

Test Type: ACT 

First Diagnostic 
Test: Composite: 
27, English: 24,  
Math: 25, Reading: 
31, Science: 28  

Official Score: 
Composite: 
36, English: 35, 
Math:35, Reading: 
36, Science: 36
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The tutor then taught the student our Basic Approach for all of the question types. Focusing on the accuracy and execution of 

the strategies, Student B’s accuracy went from inconsistent to a consistent 95%.

Once his accuracy improved, the tutor started working on pacing the sections so that the student would finish the section 

while maintaining his accuracy. One of the things our tutor did was to switch the order of the questions attempted on the 

math section. We noticed that the student could answer the last ten questions of the math section (the hardest questions), 

but he would run out of time and was unable to finish the section. The student also made a lot of errors in the more easy and 

medium questions. This was because he was rushing to get the last 10 questions. 

The tutor had the student do questions 1-10, 51-60, 11,20, 41-50, 21-30, and 31- 40. By changing the order, the student was able 

to spend the appropriate amount of time answering the hard question but was also able to move quickly through the easier 

questions to make up for the time spent on the harder questions. 

End Result

• Reports will be issued only after your Writing scores are added
• Writing scores have no impact on your ACT Composite score.

If you took the ACT without writing, the link to your score report 
should be available on this page on Saturday, December 28. If you 
took the ACT with writing, the link to your score report should be 
available on this page when the scoring of your writing response is 
completed.

ACT will notify you by email when your score report is ready.

Composite Score      36

This is not an official ACT score report and is intended only 
for your informational use. 

Does your score meet 
the ACT College 
Readiness Benchmark?

English 35  Yes
Mathematics 35  Yes
Reading 36  Yes
Science 36  Yes
Writing Not yet  

available
English Language Arts (ELA) Not yet  

available
You did not take the 
writing test, so on ELA 
score is not available. 

Science, Technology, Engineering, And 
Mathematics (STEM)

36  Yes

Understanding Complex Texts Above  
Proficient

Learn more about 
your results for 
Understanding 
Complex texts. 

Progress Toward Career Readiness Likely to obtain 
a Platinum level 
on the ACT 
NCRC

Learn more about your 
results for Progress 
Towards Career 
Readiness. 

Dashes (--) indicate no score. 
More Information About Your Scores

 Composite
 O Writing
 English Language Arts (ELA)
 Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM)
 Understanding Complex Texts
 Progress Towards Career Readiness 

Case  Study 1 -  Student B
Hometown:  
Sacramento, CA  

High School:  
Public High School 

GPA: 4.6 

Test Type: ACT 

First Diagnostic 
Test: Composite: 
27, English: 24,  
Math: 25, Reading: 
31, Science: 28  

Official Score: 
Composite: 
36, English: 35, 
Math:35, Reading: 
36, Science: 36
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Student A came in scoring above average but not at her target score. As an ELL student, her grammar was strong, but she had 

a major issue with the Reading Test. It would take her a long time to read the passage and there were a lot of words she did not 

understand. 

Our initial goal was to make sure she understood all of the grammar content and the math content. We then focused on com-

ing up with a strategy for grammar that allowed her to increase her accuracy. For the math, we originally focused on getting 

through the first half of the test with only one or two questions wrong. The tutor also decided to boost her reading skills. The 

tutor focused on slash reading and using context clues to figure out what a word meant.  

Once the tutor felt confident in the student’s content knowledge, she focused on accuracy. The tutor taught her a systematic 

way to approach each of the question type. Because of the student the tutors initial focus is on accuracy. 

English
#

Co
rr

ec
t  

A
ns

w
er

Yo
ur

 A
ns

w
er

1 A A 
2 G G 
3 A A 
4 F F 
5 C C 
6 F F 
7 D B 
8 G G 
9 C B 

10 J J 
11 C C 
12 F G 
13 B B 
14 J J 
15 B B 
16 G G 
17 C C 
18 F F 
19 C C 
20 G G 
21 D D 
22 G H 
23 C C 
24 H H 
25 B B 
26 F F 
27 C C 
28 F F 
29 D C 
30 G G 
31 C C 
32 J J 
33 C C 
34 G G 
35 A B 
36 J J 
37 C C 
38 F F 

Reading

#

Co
rr

ec
t  

A
ns

w
er

Yo
ur

 A
ns

w
er

1 A A 
2 G H 
3 A D 
4 J J 
5 C A 
6 G G 
7 D D 
8 H H 
9 C C 

10 F F 
11 D D 
12 G G 
13 D D 
14 J J 
15 A C 
16 G G 
17 B B 
18 H H 
19 A A 
20 H H 
21 C -
22 G H 
23 D -
24 H -
25 D 
26 F -
27 C C 
28 J J 
29 A A 
30 F F 
31 D -
32 H -
33 B -
34 J -
35 C -
36 G -
37 A -
38 G -
39 A -
40 J -

 21
 5

Science

#

Co
rr

ec
t  

A
ns

w
er

Yo
ur

 A
ns

w
er

1 C C 
2 J J 
3 B B 
4 J J 
5 A B 
6 G H 
7 C C 
8 J J 
9 C C 

10 J J 
11 A A 
12 F F 
13 A A 
14 H H 
15 B B 
16 J J 
17 A A 
18 H H 
19 A A 
20 G G 
21 C C 
22 H H 
23 C B 
24 H H 
25 D D 
26 J G 
27 C C 
28 F F 
29 B B 
30 F F 
31 D D 
32 F F 
33 D D 
34 G G 
35 A A 
36 J J 
37 D D 
38 J J 
39 B C 
40 G H 
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Math

#

Co
rr

ec
t  

A
ns

w
er

Yo
ur

 A
ns

w
er

1 C C 
2 K K 
3 B B 
4 J J 
5 D D 
6 H G 
7 D D 
8 G G 
9 D D 

10 G G 
11 D D 
12 H H 
13 B B 
14 H H 
15 D D 
16 K K 
17 B B 
18 K K 
19 B B 
20 K K 
21 B B 
22 F F 
23 C D 
24 J J 
25 A A 
26 H H 
27 A A 
28 H H 
29 E E 
30 J K 

Math

#

Co
rr

ec
t  

A
ns

w
er

Yo
ur

 A
ns

w
er

31 E E 
32 G G 
33 E C 
34 H H 
35 C B 
36 J J 
37 A A 
38 K K 
39 D D 
40 K K 
41 A A 
42 G G 
43 C C 
44 F F 
45 A A 
46 J J 
47 B D 
48 G G 
49 B B 
50 J H 
51 C C 
52 F H 
53 A A 
54 H H 
55 E D 
56 H H 
57 B D 
58 F F 
59 A E 
60 K K 

 49
 11

English

#

Co
rr

ec
t  

A
ns
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Yo
ur

 A
ns

w
er

39 D D 
40 H H 
41 B B 
42 F F 
43 C C 
44 G G 
45 A B 
46 F G 
47 B B 
48 G G 
49 D B 
50 F F 
51 B B 
52 F F 
53 B D 
54 H H 
55 D C 
56 H H 
57 A A 
58 G G 
59 C C 
60 J J 
61 C C 
62 G G 
63 D B 
64 J J 
65 B A 
66 F F 
67 B B 
68 F G 
69 D D 
70 F F 
71 C C 
72 H H 
73 D C 
74 F F 
75 D D 

 60
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English 
Usage/Mechanics 15 out of 18
Rhetorical Skills 13 out of 18

Math
Pre-Algebra/Elem. Algebra 15 out of 18
Int. AlgebralCoord. Geometry 15 out of 18
Plane Geometry/Trig. 14 out of 18

Reading
Social Studies/Sciences 9 out of 18
Arts/Literature 11 out of 18

Score Summary
ACT Test 74F 

Composite  26
Eng Math Read Sci

26 28 20 31

Case  Study 2 -  Student A
Hometown:  
San Diego  

High School:  
Public High School 

GPA: 4.3 

Test Type: ACT 

First Diagnostic 
Test: Composite: 
26, English: 28,  
Math: 28, Reading: 
20, Science: 31  

Official Score: 
Composite: 
36, English: 35, 
Math:35, Reading: 
36, Science: 36
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Hometown:  
San Diego  

High School:  
Public High School 

GPA: 4.3 

Test Type: ACT 

First Diagnostic 
Test: Composite: 
26, English: 28,  
Math: 28, Reading: 
20, Science: 31  

Official Score: 
Composite: 
36, English: 35, 
Math:35, Reading: 
36, Science: 36

Once the student was accurate

The tutor them taught the student our Basic Approach for all of the question types. Focusing on the accuracy and execution of 

the strategies, Student B’s accuracy went from inconsistent to a consistent 95%.

Once his accuracy improved, the tutor started working on pacing the sections so that the student would finish the section 

while maintaining his accuracy. One of the things our tutor did was to switch the order of the questions attempted on the 

math section. We noticed that the student could answer the last ten questions of the math section (the hardest questions), 

but he would run out of time and was unable to finish the section. The student also made a lot of errors in the more easy and 

medium questions. This was because he was rushing to get the last 10 questions. 

The tutor had the student do questions 1-10, 51-60, 11,20, 41-50, 21-30, and 31- 40. By changing the order, the student was able 

to spend the appropriate amount of time answering the hard question but was also able to move quickly through the easier 

questions to make up for the time spent on the harder questions. 

End Result

• Reports will be issued only after your Writing scores are added
• Writing scores have no impact on your ACT Composite score.

If you took the ACT without writing, the link to your score report 
should be available on this page on Saturday, December 28. If you 
took the ACT with writing, the link to your score report should be 
available on this page when the scoring of your writing response is 
completed.

ACT will notify you by email when your score report is ready.

Composite Score      36

This is not an official ACT score report and is intended only 
for your informational use. 

Does your score meet 
the ACT College 
Readiness Benchmark?

English 35  Yes
Mathematics 35  Yes
Reading 36  Yes
Science 36  Yes
Writing Not yet  

available
English Language Arts (ELA) Not yet  

available
You did not take the 
writing test, so on ELA 
score is not available. 

Science, Technology, Engineering, And 
Mathematics (STEM)

36  Yes

Understanding Complex Texts Above  
Proficient

Learn more about 
your results for 
Understanding 
Complex texts. 

Progress Toward Career Readiness Likely to obtain 
a Platinum level 
on the ACT 
NCRC

Learn more about your 
results for Progress 
Towards Career 
Readiness. Dashes (--) indicate no score. 

More Information About Your Scores

 Composite
 O Writing
 English Language Arts (ELA)
 Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM)
 Understanding Complex Texts
 Progress Towards Career Readiness 

Case  Study 2 -  Student A
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Student C came in scoring slightly above average but not at his target score. As an ELL student, she was overwhelmed by the 

amount of words she did not understand, and the content of the Reading section was difficult to grasp. 

Her math issue was that there were too many word problems. She could do the math, but the way in which these questions 

were written was very confusing. 

According to College Board

Nationally Representative Sample 
Percentiles are derived from a 

research study of U.S. students In 
grades 11 and 12 and are weighted 

to represent all U.S. students In 
those grades, regardless of wheth-

er they typically take the SAT.

SAT User Percentiles are based on 
the actual scores of students In the 
graduating class of 2017 who took 
the new SAT (first offered In March 

2016).

The College and Career Readi-
ness Benchmarks for the current 
SAT predict a 75% likelihood of 
achieving a C or higher in relat-

ed, first-semester, credit-bearing 
college courses. The benchmarks 

are set at the section level, so there 
is a benchmark for Evidence- Based 
Reading and Writing and a bench-

mark for Math.

Evidence-Based
Reading & 

Writing

Math

480 530

Your Score Summary and Kyo Deep Dive for 

SAT Practice Test 1- April 2017

Your Total Score

1090 400-
1600

65th
Nationally 
Representative 
Sample Percentile

57th
SAT User Percentile

Section Scores

530 200-800 58th Nationally Representative 

Sample Percentile

Your Evidence-based 
Reading and Writing 
Scores

49th SAT User Percentile

560 200-800 71st Nationally Representative 

Sample Percentile

Your Math Score

65th SAT User Percentile

Tests Scores

28 10-40 25 10-40 28.0 10-40

Reading Writing & Language Math

Cross Tests Scores 10-40

29 28

Analysis In History/Social Studies Analysis In Science

SubScores 11-15

8 9 8 8

Command of 
Evidence

Words in Context Expression 
of Ideas

Standard English 
Conventions

9 8 12

Heart of Algebra Problem Solving & 

Data Analysis

Passport to 
Advanced 
Math

Case  Study 3 -  Student C
Hometown:  
Worcester, MA 

High School:  
Boarding School 

GPA: 3.8 

Test Type: SAT 

First Diagnostic 
Test: 1090, ERW: 
530 M: 560 

Official Score: 
1490, ERW: 730, 
M:760
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Case  Study 3 -  Student C
Hometown:  
Worcester, MA 

High School:  
Boarding School 

GPA: 3.8 

Test Type: SAT 

First Diagnostic 
Test: 1090, ERW: 
530 M: 560 

Official Score: 
1490, ERW: 730, 
M:760

Her major issue stemmed from reading comprehension. The tutor worked with her by using our Test Prep Reading Workbook. 

She learned how to use our slash reading technique as well as how to incorporate grammar to enhance her reading. 

Once the reading issue was addressed, the tutor focused on making sure she read only what she needed to answer the reading 

questions. This cut down on her time as well as enhanced her accuracy. It turns out that the passages were confusing because 

she tried to read the whole thing. Once she started to read only what she needed to answer the question, things became 

easier. 

The tutor also went over the basic approach to word problems in the math section. This allowed her to take “inventory” of what 

the problem was telling her, what more she can infer from the information given, and what equations she needed to solve the 

problem.

Once her accuracy improved, the tutor started working on pacing the sections so that the student would finish the section 

while maintaining her accuracy. One of the things our tutor did was to identify instances of the student doing things that took 

up time but did not help her answer the question. For example, in the reading section, the student would check every answer 

choice with what she read in the passage. She did this even though she thought the answer was likely to be wrong. The tutor 

incorporated the “keep it/throw it away” method. The “keep it/throw it away” method asks the student to either do one or the 

other. If the answer choice doesn’t match with what was stated in the passage, then throw it away. If the student isn’t sure, or 

if the student doesn’t understand the answer choice, then she keeps it. After she goes through the first round of process of 

elimination, she then checks the remaining choices against the passage. This saved her substantial time without sacrificing her 

accuracy. 
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Student D was a South Korean student who had never lived abroad and spent much of his time taking English classes during 

the summer in Seoul. His English classes focused on reading comprehension. He was very comfortable with math, but he strug-

gled with the word problems on the SAT.

According to College Board

Nationally Representative Sample 
Percentiles are derived from a 

research study of U.S. students In 
grades 11 and 12 and are weighted 

to represent all U.S. students In 
those grades, regardless of wheth-

er they typically take the SAT.

SAT User Percentiles are based on 
the actual scores of students In the 
graduating class of 2017 who took 
the new SAT (first offered In March 

2016).

The College and Career Readi-
ness Benchmarks for the current 
SAT predict a 75% likelihood of 
achieving a C or higher in relat-

ed, first-semester, credit-bearing 
college courses. The benchmarks 

are set at the section level, so there 
is a benchmark for Evidence- Based 
Reading and Writing and a bench-

mark for Math.

Evidence-Based
Reading & 

Writing

Math

480 530

Your Score Summary and Kyo Deep Dive for 

SAT Practice Test 1- April 2017

Your Total Score

1190 400-
1600

80th
Nationally 
Representative 
Sample Percentile

74th
SAT User Percentile

Section Scores

630 200-800 86th Nationally Representative 

Sample Percentile

Your Evidence-based 
Reading and Writing 
Scores

82nd SAT User Percentile

560 200-800 71st Nationally Representative 

Sample Percentile

Your Math Score

65th SAT User Percentile

Tests Scores

33 10-40 30 10-40 28.0 10-40

Reading Writing & Language Math

Cross Tests Scores 10-40

30 32

Analysis In History/Social Studies Analysis In Science

SubScores 11-15

14 13 11 9

Command of 
Evidence

Words in Context Expression 
of Ideas

Standard English 
Conventions

8 11 11

Heart of Algebra Problem Solving & 

Data Analysis

Passport to 
Advanced 
Math

Case  Study 4 -  Student D
Hometown:  
Seoul, South Korea

High School:  
Seoul International 
School

GPA: 3.7 

Test Type: SAT 

First Diagnostic 
Test: 1190, ERW: 
630 M: 560 

Official Score: 
1600, ERW: 800, 
M:800



41

Case  Study 4 -  Student D
Hometown:  
Seoul, South Korea

High School:  
Seoul International 
School

GPA: 3.7 

Test Type: SAT 

First Diagnostic 
Test: 1190, ERW: 
630 M: 560 

Official Score: 
1600, ERW: 800, 
M:800

Student D did not have any glaring content issues so the tutor began working on the strategies. 

Throughout Student D’s preparation, our reading strategies helped him improve his score from a 630 to a 700. Despite this in-

crease, the student was still getting approximately 1 wrong per passage. The tutor realized that he was getting those questions 

wrong because he thought more than 1 answer “looked good”. In order to get past this, the tutor had the student cover the 

answer choices with a post it note and write down what he thought the correct answer should include. This allowed him to 

stay focused on what makes an answer choice wrong. 

The tutor also went over the basic approach to word problems in the math section. This allowed the student to take “inventory” 

of what the problem was telling him, what more he can infer from the information given, and what equations he needed to 

solve the problem.

Your Total Score

1570
400-
1600

Essay Score

5 | 2 to 8 

Reading

4 | 2 to 8 
Analysis

6 | 2 to 8 
Writing

99th 
Nationally 
Representative 
Sample Percentile

98th 
SAT User Percentile

Section Scores

730 200-800 99th Nationally 
Representative Sample 
Percentile

 
You've met the 

banchmark

Your Evidence-based 
Reading and Writing 
Scores

97th Nationally 
Representative Sample 
Percentile

 
You've met the 

banchmark

800 200-800 99th Nationally 
Representative Sample 
Percentile

Your Math Score 97th Nationally 
Representative Sample 
Percentile

Tests Scores

37 10-40 40 10-40 40.0 10-40

Reading Writing & Language Math

Am I on Track for College?
Look for the green, yellow or red symbols next 
to your section scores. They let you know if 
your scores are at or above the benchmark 
scores. Benchmarks show college readiness. If 
you see green, you're on track to be ready for 
college before you graduate.

If you score below the benchmark, you can 
use the feedback and tips in your report to get 
back on track.

How Do My Scores Compare?
A percentile shows how you scored, compared 
to other students. It's a number between 1 and 
99 and represents the percentage of students 
whose scores are equal to or below yours.

For example. if your Math percentile is 57. That 
means 57% of test takers have Math scores 
equal to or below yours. The Nationally Rep-
resentative Sample Percentile compares your 
score to the scores of typical U.S. students.

SAT° User Percentile compares your score to 
the scores of students who typically take the 
test.

How Can I Improve?
To see which skills are your strongest and what 
you can do to boost your college readiness, go 
to your full report online and look for skills.

What Are Score Ranges?
Test scores are single snapshots in tune you 
took the SAT once a week for a month, your 
scores would vary. That's why score ranges are 
better representations of your true ability.They 
show how much your score can change with 
repeated testing. even if your skill level remains 
the same.

Colleges know this and they get score ranges 
along with scores so they can consider scores 
in context.



PARENT’S 

www.kyostandard.com


