
  
 Weekly Bulletin  

 

Oct. 17, 2021 – 17th Sunday after Pentecost – Tone 8 
Martyr Susanna, Queen of Georgia 

 

2 Corinthians 6:16-7:1 (Epistle) 
And what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For you are the temple of the 
living God. As God has said: “I will dwell in them And walk among them. I will be 
their God, And they shall be My people.” Therefore Come out from among them And 
be separate, says the Lord. Do not touch what is unclean, And I will receive you.” I will 
be a Father to you, And you shall be My sons and daughters, Says the LORD 
Almighty.” Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all 
filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God. 
 

Luke 8:5-15 (Gospel) 
A sower went out to sow his seed. And as he sowed, some fell by the wayside; and it 
was trampled down, and the birds of the air devoured it. Some fell on rock; and as 
soon as it sprang up, it withered away because it lacked moisture. And some fell among 
thorns, and the thorns sprang up with it and choked it. But others fell on good ground, 
sprang up, and yielded a crop a hundredfold. When He had said these things He cried, 
“He who has ears to hear, let him hear!” Then His disciples asked Him, saying, “What 
does this parable mean?” And He said, “To you it has been given to know the 
mysteries of the kingdom of God, but to the rest it is given in parables, that ‘Seeing 
they may not see, And hearing they may not understand.’  Now the parable is this: The 
seed is the word of God. Those by the wayside are the ones who hear; then the devil 
comes and takes away the word out of their hearts, lest they should believe and be 
saved. But the ones on the rock are those who, when they hear, receive the word with 
joy; and these have no root, who believe for a while and in time of temptation fall 
away. Now the ones that fell among thorns are those who, when they have heard, go 
out and are choked with cares, riches, and pleasures of life, and bring no fruit to 
maturity. But the ones that fell on the good ground are those who, having heard the 
word with a noble and good heart, keep it and bear fruit with patience. 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ServiceS & eventS thiS Week  
 

Oct. 16, Saturday Great Vespers       5:00 p.m. 
 

Oct. 17, Sunday Hours       9:10 a.m. 
   Divine Liturgy       9:30 a.m. 

Sunday School follows 
 

Oct. 23, Saturday Great Vespers       5:00 p.m. 
 

Oct. 24, Sunday Hours       9:10 a.m. 
   Divine Liturgy       9:30 a.m. 

Sunday School follows 
     St. Stephen’s Picnic at the van den Berg’s  11:30 a.m. 

 

 

to all our visitors and guests who have participated in our 
celebration of the Divine Liturgy this morning! While Holy 
Communion may only be received by prepared Orthodox 
Christians, our non-Orthodox guests are welcome to join 
with us. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

reminderS & AnnouncementS 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Oct. 24, Sunday 11:30 a.m. – The annual St. Stephen's parish picnic at the van 
den Berg's, 849 Greens Avenue, Orlando, FL 32804. There 
will be jet skiing, swimming, volleyball & tennis, so dress 
appropriately! If you plan to swim, bring a towel!! There is a 
new sign-up category for jet ski drivers - this is in addition to 

bringing food, not a substitute:) !Please sign up to bring food to share (enough for 10) 
at the link: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508044ea9ad2da02-ststephens1 
Directions will be provided.   
 

Oct. 26, Tuesday 6:30 p.m. – Youth Group meeting. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Week 3 ( October 17, 2021) 
Times of Persecutions in the series of the Divine Liturgy Video 

The 2021-22 church school year will be focused on learning about the Divine Liturgy 
from Illumination Learning.  All the students will be studying this topic at the grade 
level appropriate for their age. 
 

This curriculum has a parent/parishioner component that is available every week via 
You Tube.  The link is posted here for you to click on:  
 

One Year With The Divine Liturgy 03 - Times of Persecutions 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_Xgvrfs_3M4 
 

This is a short video for parents/adults approximately 10-12 minutes in length.  It will 
correspond to what the students are learning. It should prove to be beneficial, 
informative and engaging for all.   
 

If you have not received the handout regarding the curriculum, please see Karen 
Brown for a copy.  You can also access it at:   
 https://illumination-learning.com/main/divine-liturgy/ 
 

Thank you and be sure to look for the weekly link to YouTube video for your 
message.  This is a great opportunity for parents to have a conversation with your 
students about what they are learning and/or for all of us to learn more about the 
Divine Liturgy. 
 

Thank you, 
In Christ, 
Karen Brown, Youth Director 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 



Ss. Cosmas and Damian House have launched our annual fundraiser, selling Terri Lynn 
nuts and candies for St. Francis House, our outreach to homeless men.  We greatly 
appreciate your past generous support, and we thank you in advance for your support 
this year.   Mary Kay Chester, and Lisa Popsuy will have brochures and be happy to 
take your orders, through October, for delivery before Thanksgiving. Orders can be 
sent to Mary Kay directly via email at Mary_Kay_Chester@juno.com.  
 

With gratitude and with love in Christ, 
Monk Augustine  
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Please Include These Our Brothers And Sisters In Your Daily Prayers: 
Those in need Fred Allegro, Janet Altenhoff, Kristin (Brown), Cameron (Brown),  
George Dimas, Jose (Busch), Lavinia Busch, Barry Gursky, Angelina Keiser, Robert 
Kindell, Christine Kindell, Helene (Kindell), Anna Colon Lopez, Evdokia Malanowski, 
Ted Malanowski, Mike (Marcantelli), Mariana Muresanu, Victor (Muresanu), Gregory 
Nescott' Livia (Nescott), Elizabeth (Nethery), Jennifer (Nethery), Joel (Nethery), David 
Petutsky, Jean Petutsky, Christina (Popsuy), Lenore (Prawlocki), David (Reudelhuber), 
John (Russell), Vera (Serpa), Yuri (Serpa), Timothy (Sills), Anna (Torres), Alex(Torres), 
Eddie Torres, Xenia Vranesevich, Military servers: Mark Popsuy, Nursing Home: 
Angelina Keiser, Home Bound: Sonya Berzenic, Expectant Mothers: Cecelia 
Engelhard, Gabriela Canosa, Samantha Brown, Wren Kindell, Newly Departed: Dn 
Michael Bishop, George Russell. 
 

Please let Father know if there is anyone you would like to have prayed for and added to 
this list . Please use this list in your daily prayers to remember those in need, and the 
faithful departed. Cards and well wishes can be sent to anyone on the list. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

BirthdAyS  oct. 17 – oct. 23 
17th   Rosalyn Wagner 
18th   Jason Meinhardt 
20th    Alexander Meinhardt 
20th Vladimir Solonari 
20th Andrew Stachow 
21st Nina  Bernardi 
21st Ameh Canosa 
21st Jack Hadley 
22nd Erin Concelman 
22nd Mary Kay Chester 
22nd Julie Dimas 
22nd Angela Poupart 
22nd Anna Krasnova Turyev 
22nd Elizaveta Solonari 

AnniverSArieS  oct. 17 – oct. 23 
19th Justin & Demetra Nescott 
20th Fr. Deacon Mark Reudelhuber ordination 

mAy God GrAnt them mAny yeArS! 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Martyr Susanna, Queen of Georgia - Celebrated Oct. 17 
 Saint Shushanik (Susanna) was the wife of the Georgian prince Varsken, the ruler of 
Hereti.1 Having been raised in a pious Christian family, she was deeply penetrated with 
love and the fear of God. 

 

At that time Kartli was under heavy political pressure from Persia, and Prince Varsken 
visited the Persian king Peroz in hopes of encouraging more friendly relations between 
the two countries. He willingly denied the true Faith, converted to the worship of fire, 
and promised the king to convert his wife and children upon his return to Hereti. 
 

Having approached the border of Hereti, Varsken sent messengers 
to Tsurtavi, the city in which he ruled, to ensure that his subjects met 
him with due respect. The blessed Shushanik, having learned of her 
husband’s betrayal, fell to the ground and wept over him with bitter 
tears. Then she took her four children, deserted the palace, and 
sought refuge in a nearby church. 
 

That evening Shushanik was visited by her spiritual father, the elder 
Jacob, who predicted, “Varsken’s cruelty and mercilessness are 

unmistakable. Know that terrible trials await you. Will you be firm and unbending in 
your position?” 
 

 “I would rather die than unite with him and destroy my soul!” she answered. 
 

Three days later the prince arrived in Tsurtavi. As promised, he tried to persuade his 
wife to convert, but Saint Shushanik firmly answered, “As you have renounced your 
Creator, so I am renouncing you. I will no longer take part in your affairs, no matter 
what suffering I must endure!” 
 

The next time, Varsken sent his younger brother Jojik and Bishop Apots to convince 
Shushanik to return to the palace. Shushanik refused for some time, but in the end she 
yielded to their persuasion. She set off for the palace with the Holy Gospel and the 
Lives of the holy martyrs, and when she arrived she locked herself in a squalid cell. 
Two days later Varsken returned to the palace and invited Shushanik, his brother Jojik, 
and his sister-in-law for supper. The queen, however, could not bring herself to share a 
meal with one who had betrayed Christ: she pushed away the cup that Jojik’s wife had 
offered her, thus further angering her husband. 
 

The furious Varsken beat his wife mercilessly, fettered her in irons, locked her in 
prison, and forbade the guards to let anyone in to see her. 
 

Saint Shushanik spent six years in captivity. While she was serving her sentence, she 
helped the poor that came to her. Through her prayers the sick were healed and 
children were born to the childless. Before her death, Holy Martyr Shushanik blessed 
those around her and requested that she be buried at the place from which her 
unbelieving husband had dragged her out of the palace. 
 

This happened in the year 475. The clergy and people alike wept bitterly over 
Shushanik’s tragic fate. Her holy relics were buried in accordance with her will. 
 

In 578, with the blessing of Catholicos Kirion I, Saint Shushanik’s holy relics were 
translated to Tbilisi, where they remain today, in the Metekhi Church of the Most Holy 
Theotokos. 
 

Saint Susanna of Georgia is also commemorated on October 17. 
https://www.oca.org/saints/lives/2021/08/28/102417-martyr-susanna-queen-of-georgia 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Prophet Hosea - Celebrated Oct. 17 
Hosea was the son of Beeri of the tribe of Issachar. Hosea lived and prophesied more 
than eight hundred years before the birth of Christ. His divinely inspired words are 



found in his book, which contains fourteen chapters. He strongly 
rebuked Israel and Judah for their idolatry and also foretold God's 
punishment for their sins, the destruction of Samaria and Israel 
for their apostasy, and God's mercy on the tribe of Judah. He 
foretold the abolition and the end of the sacrifices of the Old 
Testament. He foretold the coming of the Lord, and the richness 
of gifts that He would bring with Him to earth. He lived to a very 
old age and entered peacefully into rest. 

   The Prologue from Ohrid 
   © Serbian Orthodox Church Diocese of Western America 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Holy Martyrs Cosmas and Damian - Celebrated Oct. 17 
There are three pairs of holy physicians by 
the name of Cosmas and Damian. The first 
entered into rest peacefully on November 1, 
the second pair was stoned in Rome on July 
1, and the third was from Arabia; and it is 
these that we speak of under today's date. 

They were physicians by profession, and when they received the Christian Faith, they 
healed the sick in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. They became widely known for 
their miraculous healings. The malicious pagans seized them, and took them before 
Governor Lysias in the town of Aegea. Since neither of these brothers would renounce 
Christ at any cost, they were cast into the sea, then into fire, but the omnipotent God 
saved them from both the water and the fire. An angel of the Lord appeared to them 
and saved them. The pagan governor ascribed this to their alleged sorcery but they 
answered: ``We know nothing of sorcery nor do we need sorcery, but we possess the 
power of Christ-which saves us and all who invoke His Most-holy Name.'' The pagans 
struck them with stones but the stones bounced off them; they shot them with arrows, 
but the arrows rebounded as well. Finally, they were beheaded with the sword. Saints 
Leontius, Anthimus and Eutropius also suffered with them, and received heavenly 
wreaths of glory. They suffered in the time of Diocletian and Maximian. Many miracles 
were manifested from their holy relics, even as miracles abounded from them during 
their life. 
   The Prologue from Ohrid 
   © Serbian Orthodox Church Diocese of Western America 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Holy Apostle and Evangelist Luke – Celebrated Oct. 18 
Luke was born in Antioch. In his youth, he excelled in his studies of 
Greek philosophy, medicine and art. During the ministry of the 
Lord Jesus on earth, Luke came to Jerusalem, where he saw the 
Savior face to face, heard His saving teaching and was witness to His 
miraculous works. Coming to belief in the Lord, St. Luke was 
numbered among the Seventy Apostles, and was sent out to preach. 
With Cleopas, he saw the resurrected Lord on the road to Emmaus 
(Luke 24). After the descent of the Holy Spirit, Luke returned to 
Antioch and there became a fellow worker of the Apostle Paul and 

traveled to Rome with him, converting Jews and pagans to the Christian Faith. Luke, 
the beloved physician, … greets you, writes the Apostle Paul to the Colossians. (Colossians 
4:14). At the request of Christians, he wrote his Gospel in about the year 60. Following 
the martyrdom of the great Apostle Paul, St. Luke preached the Gospel throughout 

Italy, Dalmatia, Macedonia and other regions. He painted icons of the Most-holy 
Theotokos-not just one, but three-and icons of the Holy Apostles Peter and Paul. 
Hence, St. Luke is considered to be the founder of Christian iconography. In old age, 
he visited Libya and Upper Egypt. From Egypt he returned to Greece, where he 
continued to preach and convert many with great zeal despite his old age. In addition 
to his Gospel, St. Luke wrote the Acts and dedicated both works to Theophilus, the 
governor of Achaia. Luke was eighty-four years old when the wicked idolaters tortured 
him for the sake of Christ and hanged him from an olive tree in the town of Thebes, in 
Boethia. The miracle-working relics of this wonderful saint were transported to 
Constantinople in the reign of Emperor Constantius, the son of Constantine. 

Bishop Nikolai Velimirovch , The Prologue from Ohrid 
© Serbian Orthodox Church Diocese of Western America 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Holy Prophet Joel  – Celebrated Oct. 19 
Joel is second in the line of the minor prophets. St. Joel was the 
son of Phanuel, from the tribe of Reuben. He lived eight hundred 
years before Christ. Joel prophesied the misfortunes of the people 
of Israel, and the Babylonian Captivity because of the sins they 
had committed in the sight of God. He called the people to 
fasting and the priests to tearful penitential prayer, that God 
would have mercy on them: Sanctify ye a fast … and cry unto the Lord 

(Joel 1:14); Let the priests, the ministers of the Lord, weep between the porch and the altar (Joel 
2:17). Joel also foretold the Descent of the Spirit of God upon the apostles and the 
pouring out of the grace of the Spirit of God upon all Christians: Then afterward I will 
pour out My spirit upon all flesh (Joel 2:28). He prophesied and described the Dread 
Judgment of God, and also prophesied the glory of God's Holy Church. 

Bishop Nikolai Velimirovch , The Prologue from Ohrid 
© Serbian Orthodox Church Diocese of Western America 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Holy Apostle James, Brother of the Lord  - Celebrated Oct. 23 
James is called the Lord's brother because he was the son of the 
righteous Joseph, the betrothed of the Most-holy Theotokos. 
When the righteous Joseph was near death, he divided his estate 
among his sons, and wanted to leave a portion to the Lord 
Jesus, the son of the Most-holy Virgin, but all the other brothers 
opposed this, not regarding Jesus as their brother. James greatly 
loved Jesus and declared that he would include Jesus in his 
share. That is why he is called the Lord's brother. From the 
beginning, James was devoted to the Lord Jesus. According to 

tradition, he traveled to Egypt with the Most-holy Virgin and Joseph, when Herod 
sought to slay the newborn King. Later, as soon as he heard Christ's teaching, James 
lived by it. It is said of him that he never ate fat or oil, but lived on just bread and 
water, and was a virgin to the end of his life on earth. He often kept vigil at night and 
prayed to God. The Lord numbered him among His Seventy Apostles. Following His 
glorious Resurrection, the Lord appeared to him especially, as the Apostle Paul testifies 
(I Corinthians 15:7). He was Bishop of Jerusalem for thirty years and zealously 
governed the Church of God. At the instruction of the Lord, James compiled the first 
Liturgy, which seemed very long for later Christians, and St. Basil and St. John 
Chrysostom shortened it. He converted many Jews and Greeks to the Christian Faith, 
and even the unbelieving Jews were amazed at his righteousness, referring to him as 



``James the Just.'' When Ananias became High Priest, he and other Jewish elders 
determined to kill James for being a preacher of Christ. Once, during the feast of 
Passover, when many people had gathered in Jerusalem, the elders forced James to 
climb onto the roof of the Temple, and tried to make him speak against Christ. He 
climbed up and spoke to the people of Christ as the Son of God and the true Messiah, 
of His Resurrection and His eternal glory in the heavens. The infuriated priests and 
elders pushed him off the roof; he fell and was severely injured, but was still alive. 
Then, one man ran up and struck him on the head with a fuller's club with such force 
that his brains spilled out. Thus, this most glorious apostle of Christ died a martyr's 
death, and went to live eternally in the Kingdom of his Lord. James was sixty-six years 
old when he suffered for Christ. 

Bishop Nikolai Velimirovch , The Prologue from Ohrid 
© Serbian Orthodox Church Diocese of Western America 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Difficult Choices 
On October 20th we read Philippians 1: 20-27. Saint Paul wrote the letter to the 
Christians at Philippi while he was in prison. As he says in the letter's early 
verses, he so strongly proclaimed the faith that the "whole praetorian guard and 
all the rest" came to know that his imprisonment was for Christ. 
 

Paul mentions his struggles, sorrows and privations in this letter. 
Those hardships have made him weary, and so have his 
imprisonment and the trial he is facing. He seems optimistic that 
the trial could result in his acquittal, saying that it is "my eager 
expectation and hope that I shall not be at all ashamed." But he 
warns the Philippians that it may not turn out that way. Then he 
speaks from the depths of his heart about life and death. 
 

Paul knows very well that he will undoubtedly face more 
difficulties in the days and years to come. Therefore, he doesn't 
hesitate to say that he is hard pressed to know whether life or 

death is better. In fact, for Paul "to die is gain" and his desire "is to depart and be with 
Christ, for that is far better." 
 

But Paul has given up his own will. So he tells the Philippians that despite his 
willingness to face death, he must go on living, and working for their "progress and joy 
in the faith." He is their teacher, guide and example, and they need him. Though it's a 
struggle, he will continue to serve them. He will put aside his longing to be with the 
Lord so he can continue to teach the Philippians about the Lord. 
 

On the 21st we remember Saint Hilarion the Great. Inspired by Saint Anthony, 
Hilarion gave up the prosperous future for which his education had prepared him. He 
went into the desert to face down demons and to become a friend of God through 
intense prayer and rigorous fasting. 
 

The desert fathers and mothers all had to wrestle with their personal temptations. But 
the history of Saint Hilarion includes some graphic details about his solitary life. We 
read that he, like many who went into that solitude, had to overcome "impure 
thoughts, vexations of the mind and the burning passions of the flesh." The history 
also tells us that when he was praying he would hear "children crying, women wailing, 
and the roaring of lions and other wild beasts." 
 

Troparion - Tone 8 

By a flood of tears you made the desert fertile, 
and your longing for God brought forth fruits in abundance. 
By the radiance of miracles you illumined the whole universe! 
Our Father Hilarion pray to Christ God to save our souls! 

 
The terror inspired by such sounds and images in the arid desert, far from the 
reassuring company of other human beings, would make many people long for the city. 
Perhaps Hilarion sometimes yearned for the comforts and delights of Alexandria, 
where he had gone to school. Certainly he was fearful, and tempted to leave the desert. 
 

But like Paul, he made the harder choice for the greater good—in his case, the good of 
his own soul. Like Paul, he trusted God's leading, even when his own inclination may 
have been to run as fast as he could in the opposite direction. 
 

This weekly bulletin insert complements the curriculum published by the Department of 
Christian Education of the Orthodox Church in America. This and many other Christian 
Education resources are available at http://dce.oca. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Please contact Fr. Daniel Hickman for all pastoral issues, hospital visits, 
emergencies, etc. Please keep him abreast of any issues that come up.  
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