
  
 Weekly Bulletin  

 

Oct. 3, 2021 – 15th Sunday after Pentecost – Tone 6 
The Holy Hieromartyr Dionysius the Areopagite 

 

2 Corinthians 4:6-15 (Epistle) 
For it is the God who commanded light to shine out of darkness, who has shone in 
our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus 
Christ. But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellence of the power 
may be of God and not of us. We are hard-pressed on every side, yet not crushed; we 
are perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not 
destroyed –  always carrying about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life 
of Jesus also may be manifested in our body. For we who live are always delivered to 
death for Jesus’ sake, that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our mortal flesh.   
So then death is working in us, but life in you. And since we have the same spirit of 
faith, according to what is written, “I believed and therefore I spoke,” we also believe 
and therefore speak, knowing that He who raised up the Lord Jesus will also raise us 
up with Jesus, and will present us with you. For all things are for your sakes, that grace, 
having spread through the many, may cause thanksgiving to abound to the glory of 
God. 
 

Luke 6:31-36 (Gospel) 
And just as you want men to do to you, you also do to them likewise. But if you love 
those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who love 
them. And if you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For 
even sinners do the same. And if you lend to those from whom you hope to receive 
back, what credit is that to you? For even sinners lend to sinners to receive as much 
back. But love your enemies, do good, and lend, hoping for nothing in return; and your 
reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High. For He is kind to the 
unthankful and evil. Therefore be merciful, just as your Father also is merciful. 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ServiceS & eventS thiS Week  
 
 

Oct. 2, Saturday Great Vespers       5:00 p.m. 
 

Oct. 3, Sunday  Hours       9:10 a.m. 
   Divine Liturgy       9:30 a.m 

Sunday School follows 
 

Oct. 4-7, Mon-Thu DOS Assembly in Miami Lakes, FL 
 

Oct. 9, Saturday Great Vespers       5:00 p.m. 
 

Oct. 10, Sunday Hours       9:10 a.m. 
   Divine Liturgy       9:30 a.m 

Sunday School follows 
 

 

to all our visitors and guests who have participated in our 
celebration of the Divine Liturgy this morning! While Holy 
Communion may only be received by prepared Orthodox 
Christians, our non-Orthodox guests are welcome to join 
with us. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

reminderS & AnnouncementS 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Oct. 12, Tuesday 6:30 p.m. – Youth Group meeting. 
 

Oct. 14, Thursday 6:30 p.m. – Parish Council meeting. 
 

Oct. 24, Sunday 1:00 p.m. – Parish Picnic. 
 

Oct. 26, Tuesday 6:30 p.m. – Youth Group meeting. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

CHURCH SCHOOL BEGINS TODAY, October 3, 2021! 
 

The 2021-22 church school year will be focused on learning about the Divine Liturgy 
from Illumination Learning.  All the students will be studying this topic at the grade 
level appropriate for their age. 
 

This curriculum has a parent/parishioner component that will be available every week 
via You Tube.  The link will be posted in the bulletin for you to click on.  This is a 
short video for parents/adults approximately 10-12 minutes in length.  It will 
correspond to what the students are learning. It should prove to be beneficial, 
informative and engaging for all.   
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1tohpqpMMOc 
 

If you have not received the handout regarding the curriculum, please see Karen 
Brown for a copy.  You can also assess it at:   illumination-learning.com 
 

Thank you and be sure to look for the weekly link to YouTube video for your 
message.  This is a great opportunity for parents to have a conversation with your 
students about what they are learning and/or for all of us to learn more about the 
Divine Liturgy. 
 

Thank you, 
In Christ, 
Karen Brown, Youth Director 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
Ss. Cosmas and Damian House have launched our annual fundraiser, selling Terri Lynn 
nuts and candies for St. Francis House, our outreach to homeless men.  We greatly 
appreciate your past generous support, and we thank you in advance for your support 
this year.   Mary Kay Chester, and Lisa Popsuy will have brochures and be happy to 
take your orders, through October, for delivery before Thanksgiving. Orders can be 
sent to Mary Kay directly via email at Mary_Kay_Chester@juno.com.  
 

With gratitude and with love in Christ, 
Monk Augustine  
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 



 

Please Include These Our Brothers And Sisters In Your Daily Prayers: 
Those in need Fred Allegro, Janet Altenhoff, Kristin (Brown), Cameron (Brown),  
George Dimas, Jose (Busch), Lavinia Busch, Barry Gursky, Angelina Keiser, Robert 
Kindell, Christine Kindell, Helene (Kindell), Anna Colon Lopez, Evdokia Malanowski, 
Ted Malanowski, Mike (Marcantelli), Mariana Muresanu, Victor (Muresanu), Gregory 
Nescott' Livia (Nescott), Elizabeth (Nethery), Jennifer (Nethery), Joel (Nethery), David 
Petutsky, Jean Petutsky, Christina (Popsuy), Lenore (Prawlocki), David (Reudelhuber), 
John (Russell), George Russell, Rachel Russell, Vera (Serpa), Yuri (Serpa), Timothy 
(Sills), Anna (Torres), Alex(Torres), Eddie Torres, Xenia Vranesevich, Military 
servers: Mark Popsuy, Nursing Home: Angelina Keiser, Home Bound: Sonya 
Berzenic, Expectant Mothers: Cecelia Engelhard, Leidy Matos, Gabriela Canosa, 
Samantha Brown, Wren Kindell, Newly Departed: Kathryn (Stachow). 
 

Please let Father know if there is anyone you would like to have prayed for and added to 
this list . Please use this list in your daily prayers to remember those in need, and the 
faithful departed. Cards and well wishes can be sent to anyone on the list. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

BirthdAyS  oct. 3 – oct. 9 
3rd Susan Reudelhuber 
3rd Shea Savage 
8th Rebecca Prawlocki 
9th Emil Sami 

AnniverSArieS  oct. 3 – oct. 9 
3rd Benjamin & Valerie Waegerle 
9th Patrick & Lydia Prentice 

mAy God GrAnt them mAny yeArS! 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Holy Hieromartyr Dionysius the Areopagite - Celebrated Oct. 3 
Dionysius is numbered among the Seventy Lesser Apostles. This 
wonderful man was the scion of a distinguished pagan family in 
Athens. Having completed the school of philosophy in Athens, he 
went to Egypt to study further. While he was there the Lord 
Christ died on the Cross, the sun was darkened, and there was 
darkness in Egypt for three hours. Then Dionysius cried out: 
''Either God the Creator of the world is suffering, or this world is 
coming to an end.'' Returning to Athens, he married a woman 
named Damaris and had sons by her. He became a member of the 
highest court among the Greeks, the Areopagus, and thereafter he 

was known as the ''Areopagite.'' When the Apostle Paul preached the Gospel in 
Athens, Dionysius was baptized with his entire household. Paul consecrated him 
Bishop of Athens. He left his wife, children and his position for the love of Christ. He 
traveled with Paul for a long time and met all the other apostles of Christ. He traveled 
to Jerusalem especially to see the Most-holy Theotokos, and described his encounter 
with her in one of his written works. He was present at the burial of the Holy and 
Most-pure One. When his teacher, St. Paul, suffered martyrdom, Dionysius also 
desired such a death for himself, and went to Gaul, with his presbyter Rusticus and the 
deacon Eleutherius, to preach the Gospel among the barbarians. He suffered much but 
also succeeded much. By his labors many pagans were converted to the Christian Faith. 
Dionysius built a small church in Paris, where he celebrated the divine services. When 
he was ninety years old, he, Rusticus and Eleutherius were seized and tortured for 

Christ; then all three were beheaded. The severed head of St. Dionysius rolled a long 
distance, to the feet of Catula, a Christian, who honorably buried it with his body. 
Dionysius suffered during the reign of Dometian in the year 96. He wrote several 
famous works: on the Divine Names of God, on the Celestial and Ecclesiastical 
Hierarchies, on Mystical Theology, and on the Most-holy Theotokos. 
   The Prologue from Ohrid 
   © Serbian Orthodox Church Diocese of Western America 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

St Innocent, Metropolitan of Moscow, Enlightener of the Aleuts 
and Apostle to America – Celebrated Oct. 6 

A highly inventive and creative missionary pastor to the Aleuts 
and Tlinglits in the 1820's-50's, with his wife, mother-in-law, 
brother, and six children; his arrival was once foretold by an 
Aleut holy man and he was eagerly received. Traveling by kayak 
throughout the islands, he created written forms of the Aleut 
and Tlinglit languages, translated the Scriptures and Divine 
Services, built churches, started schools and composed 
textbooks, and taught carpentry, blacksmithing, and masonry, as 
well as academics. An ardent naturalist, he studied the land, 

customs and traditions of the people, and peacefully presented the Gospel with love 
and meekness. Greatly loved, he led a multitude of souls into the Holy Church. In later 
years he became head of the Russian Church. He gave astounding advice to form 
young pastors, emphasizing farming, medicine, and secular classical literature. He 
entered the heavenly kingdom March 31, 1879. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Holy Apostle Thomas – Celebrated Oct. 6 
Thomas was one of the Twelve Apostles. Through his doubt in 
the Resurrection of Christ the Lord, a new proof was given of that 
wonderful and saving event. The resurrected Lord appeared to His 
disciples a second time, in order to convince Thomas. The Lord 
said to Thomas: Reach hither thy finger, and behold My hands; and reach 
hither thy hand, and thrust it into My side: and be not faithless, but believing. 
And Thomas replied: My Lord and my God (John 20:27-28). After 
the descent of the Holy Spirit, when the apostles cast lots to see 
where they would each go to preach, the lot fell to Thomas to go 
to India. He was a little saddened that he had to go so far away, 

but the Lord appeared to him and encouraged him. In India, St. Thomas converted 
many, both aristocrats and poor, to the Christian Faith, and established the Church 
there, appointing priests and bishops. Among others, Thomas converted two sisters to 
the Faith-Tertiana and Migdonia-both wives of Indian princes. Because of their faith, 
both sisters were ill-treated by their husbands, with whom they no longer wanted to 
live after their baptism. Eventually, they were allowed to go. Being freed of marriage, 
they lived God-pleasing lives until their repose. Dionysius and Pelagia were betrothed, 
but when they heard the apostolic preaching they did not marry, but devoted 
themselves to the ascetic life. Pelagia ended her life as a martyr for the Faith, and 
Dionysius was ordained a bishop by the apostle. Prince Mazdai, Tertiana's husband, 
whose son, Azan, was also baptized by Thomas, condemned the apostle to death. 
Mazdai sent five soldiers to kill Thomas. They ran him through with their five spears, 
and thus the Holy Apostle Thomas rendered his soul into the hands of Christ. Before 
his death, he and the other apostles were miraculously brought to Jerusalem for the 



burial of the Most-holy Theotokos. Arriving too late, he wept bitterly, and the tomb of 
the Holy Most-pure One was opened at his request. The Theotokos' body was not 
found in the tomb: the Lord had taken His Mother to His heavenly habitation. Thus, in 
his tardiness St. Thomas revealed to us the wondrous glorification of the Mother of 
God, just as he had once confirmed faith in the Resurrection of the Lord by his 
unbelief. 

Bishop Nikolai Velimirovch , The Prologue from Ohrid 
© Serbian Orthodox Church Diocese of Western America 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Saint Pelagia the Penitent – Celebrated Oct. 8 
Pelagia was a repentant sinner. She was born to pagan parents in Antioch, 
and was endowed by God with great physical beauty. Pelagia used her 
beauty to the destruction of her own soul and those of others. She became 
very wealthy as a result of her prostitution. Once, while walking past the 
Church of the Holy Martyr Julian, in which Bishop Nonnus was preaching, 
she stopped in and heard a sermon on the Dread Judgment and the 
punishment of sinners. Those words so shook her and changed her that she 
immediately felt revulsion for herself, acquired true fear of God, repented 
of all her sins and fell down before St. Nonnus with the plea that he baptize 
her: ``Have mercy on me, a sinner, holy Father. Baptize me and teach me 
repentance-I am a sea of iniquity, an abyss of destruction, a net and weapon 
of the devil.'' Thus this penitent begged the hierarch of Christ with tears, 

and he baptized her. At her baptism, Blessed Romana, the deaconess of the church, 
was her godmother. Romana, as her spiritual mother, grounded her well in the 
Christian Faith. But Pelagia was not satisfied with baptism alone. She was keenly aware 
of the multitude of her sins and, pricked by her conscience, decided on a great ascetic 
labor. She left her enormous, sinfully gained wealth to the poor, and secretly went to 
Jerusalem as the monk Pelagius. There, she shut herself up in a cell on the Mount of 
Olives, and began the difficult ascesis of fasting, prayer and all-night vigils. After three 
years, St. Nonnus's deacon, James, visited her and found her still alive, but when he 
visited her again several days later, he found that she had reposed, and he honorably 
buried her body. St. Pelagia entered into rest in about the year 461. Thus, this formerly 
terrible sinner pleased God by her repentance and labor, was forgiven of her sins, and 
became sanctified. And her purified and enlightened soul was deemed worthy of the 
Kingdom of God. 

Bishop Nikolai Velimirovch , The Prologue from Ohrid 
© Serbian Orthodox Church Diocese of Western America 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

St Tikhon, the Apostle to America – Celebrated Oct. 9 
Saint Patriarch Tikhon was the great and holy Patriarch of the 
Russian Church during the last days of Holy Russia, and the 
terrible and fateful days of the Revolution. Father Alexey 
Young (now Monk Ambrose) quoted one of his biographers, 
and a contemporary of his: 
 

The Saint's English language biographer Jane Swan,has written: "It is 
difficult to assess the greatness of Tikhon....His spiritual growth was far 
beyond that of the ordinary mortal." This finds agreement with the opinion 
of the Saint's contemporary, Prof. Pavel Zaichenko: "in speaking about 
Bishop Tikhon, I am seized with reverent trepidation This was a giant 

among Russian Orthodox hierarchs; he was truly worthy of the honorand respect of the entire 
Christian world.” 
 

He was born in 1865 to a rural priest, Ioann Belavin, and he spent his early years close 
to peasants and their labor. His father had a vision of his (deceased) mother, who 
prophesied that one of his sons would die young, another would be unfortunate 
throughout his life, and another would be a great man; all proved to be true. 
 

He graduated from the St. Petersburg Theological Academy, and later took monastic 
vows, taking the name of St. Tikhon of Zadonsk. He was consecrated Bishop in 1897 
in the Kholm diocese, and a year later, he was appointed Bishop of the Aleutian 
Islands and Alaska in 1898, and his cathedral was in San Francisco. He blessed the 
construction and consecrated the cathedral of St. Nicholas in New York City. But he 
did not spend all of his time in cathedrals of large cities. He also traveled by kayak and 
dogsled across wilderness lands, encouraging missionary development not only by 
clergy and missionaries, but lay people as well. His parishes grew from 15 to 70, and 
there grew two seminaries, a third was founded in Alaska, as well as a school for 
women with an affiliated orphanage. 
 

Throughout his ministry, he remained the same simple, kind, gentle, open man he 
always had been, and was loved by people everywhere he went, and mourned when he 
left. 
 

In February of 1907, he was called back to Russia, where, as Father Alexei said, “… his 
Golgotha and his glory awaited him.” In accepting the will of the Church when elected 
Patriarch in 1917, he referred to the scroll that Ezekiel had to eat, on which was 
written, “Lamentations, mourning, and woe.”  
 

Holy St. Tikhon, pray to God for us. 
 

Patriarch St. Tikhon is commemorated on October 5 according to the calendar of the 
ancient Church (October 18 according to the New Style calendar) with the other Holy 
Hierarchs Of Moscow. 

All Saints of North America Russian Orthodox Church 
3648 Middlebrook Village Road, Middlebrook, Virginia 24459 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Holy Apostle James – Celebrated Oct. 9 
James, the son of Alphaeus, was one of the Twelve Apostles. He 
was the blood-brother of the Apostle and Evangelist Matthew. 
He was a witness of the true words and miracles of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ, and a witness of His suffering, Resurrection 
and Ascension. After the descent of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, 
the lot fell to James to preach the Gospel of Christ in 
Eleutheropolis and the surrounding areas, and then in Egypt, 
where he suffered for his Savior. With great power in word and in 
deed, James disseminated the saving news of the incarnate Word 

of God, destroying idolatry, driving demons out of men, and healing every infirmity 
and disease in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. His labor and zeal were crowned with 
great success. Many pagans came to believe in Christ, churches were built and 
organized, and priests and bishops were ordained. James suffered in the Egyptian town 
of Ostracina, being crucified by the pagans. Thus, this great and wonderful apostle of 
Christ took up his abode in the Heavenly Kingdom, to reign eternally with the King of 
Glory. 



Bishop Nikolai Velimirovch , The Prologue from Ohrid 
© Serbian Orthodox Church Diocese of Western America  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Recognizing a Gift When We Get One 
October 8th is the feast day of the Venerable Thais, an Egyptian woman who 
lived in the fourth century. 

 

Thais was pushed into prostitution at an early age by her family's 
desperate poverty. She had little time to figure out how to care for 
her soul, and counted success by the number of men who paid for 
her favors. She knew no other way. 
 

Her story is tied up with that of two other saints, both of whom 
were disciples of the great desert dweller, Saint Anthony. The first 
is Saint Paphnutius, who heard about this attractive young woman 
who had such an ability to draw men—young, old, married, single-
-into sinfulness. 

 

Paphnutius did not condemn her, or deem her unworthy of his attention. He 
recognized his awareness of Thais as a gift from God, because it was a chance to save 
her soul and the souls of the men who came to her. 
 

So he visited her one evening, and let her assume that he was a potential customer. She 
must have had some minimal understanding of God and the Church's teachings, 
because she gave a surprising answer to Paphnutius' request that they find a private 
place. She said, "You know that if you believe in God, there is no place to hide your 
deeds." Paphnutius built on this answer to remind her forcefully that she must, for her 
own salvation, give up the way of life that was harming her soul as well as the souls of 
so many others. 
 

Thais, too, recognized a gift from God. It came in the person of this unusual visitor. 
She didn't take offense at Paphnutius, or tell him not to "judge" her. She took his 
words to heart and changed her life, retiring to a solitary cell in a women's monastery 
near Paphnutius' hermitage. The rest of her life was spent there in repentant prayer. 
 

After about three years, Thais died with a purified soul that was ready to meet God 
without fear. We read that the second disciple of Saint Anthony, who is known as Paul 
the Simple and whose feast day is October 4th, had a wonderful vision of Saint Thais. 
He saw her among the angels in heaven, where a beautiful dwelling had been prepared 
for her. 
 

On this day we read words from Saint Paul that remind us to recognize the great gift 
God has given all of us. Paul writes in Galatians 5: 13, "For you were called to 
freedom, brethren; only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, but 
through love be servants of one another." 
 

The gift of freedom can be used in any way we choose. After years of using her 
freedom in a way that was actually bondage, Saint Thais learned about a new way to 
use it. She chose to serve God and the people around her through the prayerful, 
repentant tears that can cleanse the soul—those tears that are yet another gift of our 
generous Lord. 
 

This weekly bulletin insert complements the curriculum published by the Department of 
Christian Education of the Orthodox Church in America. This and many other Christian 
Education resources are available at http://dce.oca. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Please contact Fr. Daniel Hickman for all pastoral issues, hospital visits, 
emergencies, etc. Please keep him abreast of any issues that come up.  

GenerAl informAtion 
Orthodox Church of St. Stephen the Protomartyr 

  Orthodox Church in America, Diocese of the South    
1895 Lake Emma Road, Longwood, FL 32750 

Phone: 386-227-7056 
Website: www.ststephenoca.com 

 

Mail Address: 
Orthodox Church of St Stephen     

P.O. Box 950209  
Lake Mary, FL 32795 

 

Priest: Fr. Daniel Hickman 
Cell Number 407-388-4241 

Email: frdaniel@ststephenoca.com 
 

Russian Mission Priest: Fr. Andrey Syrkin 
Cell Number 407-536-1071 

Email: frandreysyrkin@gmail.com 
 

Deacon: Fr. Protodeacon Michael Malanowski 
Cell Number      386-624-5794 
Email: dnmichael@gmail.com 

 

Deacon: Fr. Deacon Mark Reudelhuber 
Cell Number      407-718-2549 

   Email: dnmark@ststephenoca.com 
 

 


