
  
 Weekly Bulletin  

 

Sep. 26, 2021 – 14th Sunday after Pentecost – Tone 5 
Holy Apostle & Evangelist John the Theologian 

 

2 Corinthians 1:21-2:4 (Epistle) 
Now He who establishes us with you in Christ and has anointed us is God, who also 
has sealed us and given us the Spirit in our hearts as a guarantee. Moreover I call God 
as witness against my soul, that to spare you I came no more to Corinth. Not that we 
have dominion over your faith, but are fellow workers for your joy; for by faith you 
stand. But I determined this within myself, that I would not come again to you in 
sorrow. For if I make you sorrowful, then who is he who makes me glad but the one 
who is made sorrowful by me? And I wrote this very thing to you, lest, when I came, I 
should have sorrow over those from whom I ought to have joy, having confidence in 
you all that my joy is the joy of you all. For out of much affliction and anguish of heart 
I wrote to you, with many tears, not that you should be grieved, but that you might 
know the love which I have so abundantly for you. Now He who establishes us with 
you in Christ and has anointed us is God, who also has sealed us and given us the Spirit 
in our hearts as a guarantee. Moreover I call God as witness against my soul, that to 
spare you I came no more to Corinth. Not that we have dominion over your faith, but 
are fellow workers for your joy; for by faith you stand. But I determined this within 
myself, that I would not come again to you in sorrow. For if I make you sorrowful, 
then who is he who makes me glad but the one who is made sorrowful by me? And I 
wrote this very thing to you, lest, when I came, I should have sorrow over those from 
whom I ought to have joy, having confidence in you all that my joy is the joy of you all.    
For out of much affliction and anguish of heart I wrote to you, with many tears, not 
that you should be grieved, but that you might know the love which I have so 
abundantly for you. 
 

1 John 4:12-19 (Epistle, St. John)  
No one has seen God at any time. If we love one another, God abides in us, and His 
love has been perfected in us. By this we know that we abide in Him, and He in us, 
because He has given us of His Spirit. And we have seen and testify that the Father has 
sent the Son as Savior of the world. Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, 
God abides in him, and he in God. And we have known and believed the love that 
God has for us. God is love, and he who abides in love abides in God, and God in 
him. Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness in the day 
of judgment; because as He is, so are we in this world. There is no fear in love; but 
perfect love casts out fear, because fear involves torment. But he who fears has not 
been made perfect in love. We love Him because He first loved us. 
 

Matthew 22:1-14 (Gospel) 
And Jesus answered and spoke to them again by parables and said: The kingdom of 
heaven is like a certain king who arranged a marriage for his son, and sent out his 
servants to call those who were invited to the wedding; and they were not willing to 
come. Again, he sent out other servants, saying, ‘Tell those who are invited, See, I have 

prepared my dinner; my oxen and fatted cattle are killed, and all things are ready. Come 
to the wedding.” ‘ But they made light of it and went their ways, one to his own farm, 
another to his business. And the rest seized his servants, treated them spitefully, and 
killed them. But when the king heard about it, he was furious. And he sent out his 
armies, destroyed those murderers, and burned up their city. Then he said to his 
servants, ‘The wedding is ready, but those who were invited were not worthy.    
’Therefore go into the highways, and as many as you find, invite to the wedding.’     So 
those servants went out into the highways and gathered together all whom they found, 
both bad and good. And the wedding hall was filled with guests. But when the king 
came in to see the guests, he saw a man there who did not have on a wedding garment.    
So he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you come in here without a wedding garment?’ 
And he was speechless. Then the king said to the servants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, 
take him away, and cast him into outer darkness; there will be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth.’ For many are called, but few are chosen. 

 

John 19:25-27; 21:24-25 (Gospel, St. John) 
Now there stood by the cross of Jesus His mother, and His mother’s sister, Mary the 
wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus therefore saw His mother, and the 
disciple whom He loved standing by, He said to His mother, “Woman, behold your 
son!” Then He said to the disciple, “Behold your mother!” And from that hour that 
disciple took her to his own home. This is the disciple who testifies of these things, and 
wrote these things; and we know that his testimony is true. And there are also many 
other things that Jesus did, which if they were written one by one, I suppose that even 
the world itself could not contain the books that would be written. Amen. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ServiceS & eventS thiS Week  
 

Sep. 25, Saturday Great Vespers       5:00 p.m. 
 

Sep. 26, Sunday Hours       9:10 a.m. 
   Divine Liturgy       9:30 a.m, 
 

Sep. 28, Tuesday Youth Group Meeting     6:30 p.m. 
 

Protection of the Theotokos 

Oct. 1, Friday  Hours      9:10 a.m. 
   Divine Liturgy      9:30 a.m. 

Oct. 2, Saturday Great Vespers       5:00 p.m. 
 

Oct. 3, Sunday  Hours       9:10 a.m. 
   Divine Liturgy       9:30 a.m 

 

 

to all our visitors and guests who have participated in our 
celebration of the Divine Liturgy this morning! While Holy 
Communion may only be received by prepared Orthodox 
Christians, our non-Orthodox guests are welcome to join 
with us. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

reminderS & AnnouncementS 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 



Oct. 4 - 7, Mon-Thu - DOS Assembly in Miami Lakes, FL 
 

Oct. 12, Tuesday 6:30 p.m. – Youth Group meeting. 
 

Oct. 14, Thursday 6:30 p.m. – Parish Council meeting. 
 

Oct. 24, Sunday 1:00 p.m. – Parish Picnic. 
 

Oct. 26, Tuesday 6:30 p.m. – Youth Group meeting. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Helpful Information for Church School Parents! 
 

The start of the church school year will begin October 3, 2021.   
 

We have teachers for the following grade levels: 
Pre-K -2nd grade 
3rd-5th grade 
6th-8th grade (middle school) 
9th-12th grade (high school) 
 

However, we are still in need of substitute teachers. Please do not hesitate to contact 
me if you are interested. 
 

There is still time to register your student/s if you have not already done so. 
 

We are looking forward to a great school year with a new curriculum from Illumination 
Learning entitled, The Divine Liturgy. This curriculum will be taught to all students as 
appropriate for their grade level. In addition, through the various supplements and 
suggestions the program offers, students can engage their 5 senses to more fully 
experience The Divine Liturgy.  
 

It is a unique learning opportunity for students, teachers, parents and anyone interested 
in growing through a better understanding of the Divine Liturgy. 
 

Every week parents will receive a 10-minute video that highlights something that the 
students will be learning that week and an activity sent home for family discussion.  It 
is informative, engaging and is a reasonable amount of time to devote to being in sync 
with what your student/s are learning! 
 

Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions or comments you may have.  
 

In Christ, 
Karen Brown, Youth Director    email:  nremtwebhome@yahoo.com or 614-746-3646. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
THE COOKING CONNECTION 
 

DATE: Wednesday, September 29, 
2021 
 

TIME: 1P-2P 
 

ZOOM LINK: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81974464734?pwd=LzFvMnNRdGhLeGgyTDJYL3pPS3
NQQT09 
 

Meeting ID: 819 7446 4734 / Passcode: 403521 
 

I know we’re in Florida and fall looks & feels a little different than if we lived further 
north but it’s time to get together again and share 
 

FANTASTICALLY FABULOUS FESTIVE FALL FAVORITES! 
 

We all have family or personal recipes that we look forward to enjoying in the fall. We 
begin to see different foods in the grocery store and cooking for Thanksgiving & 
Christmas are looming in our culinary future. I invite each participant to think of your 
favorites & share one with us. Even if you choose not to cook, do come prepared to 
talk about the food you look most forward to when fall comes. If you have a recipe to 
share, send it to me and I’ll be sure that everyone gets a copy.  
 

There are several things I cook every year. Some are very simple: I 
make a rutabaga, parsnip, turnip mash seasoned only with salt & 
pepper and butter at the 1st sign of fall. Another is a breakfast 
Bundt cake which feels cozy & warm. In general, I make a lot of 
savory vegetable pies. I look forward to changing from summer vegs (tomato & 
zucchini pies) to fall vegs (potato, squash & mushroom pies) 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
Ss. Cosmas and Damian House have launched our annual fundraiser, selling Terri Lynn 
nuts and candies for St. Francis House, our outreach to homeless men.  We greatly 
appreciate your past generous support, and we thank you in advance for your support 
this year.   Mary Kay Chester, and Lisa Popsuy will have brochures and be happy to 
take your orders, through October, for delivery before Thanksgiving. Orders can be 
sent to Mary Kay directly via email at Mary_Kay_Chester@juno.com.  
 

With gratitude and with love in Christ, 
Monk Augustine  
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Please Include These Our Brothers And Sisters In Your Daily Prayers: 
Those in need Fred Allegro, Janet Altenhoff, Kristin (Brown), Cameron (Brown),  
George Dimas, Jose (Busch), Lavinia Busch, Barry Gursky, Angelina Keiser, Robert 
Kindell, Christine Kindell, Helene (Kindell), Anna Colon Lopez, Evdokia Malanowski, 
Ted Malanowski, Mike (Marcantelli), Mariana Muresanu, Victor (Muresanu), Gregory 
Nescott' Livia (Nescott), Elizabeth (Nethery), Jennifer (Nethery), Joel (Nethery), David 
Petutsky, Jean Petutsky, Christina (Popsuy), Lenore (Prawlocki), David (Reudelhuber), 
John (Russell), Vera (Serpa), Yuri (Serpa), Timothy (Sills), Anna (Torres), Alex(Torres), 
Eddie Torres, Xenia Vranesevich, Military servers: Mark Popsuy, Nursing Home: 
Angelina Keiser, Home Bound: Sonya Berzenic, Expectant Mothers: Cecelia 
Engelhard, Leidy Matos, Gabriela Canosa, Samantha Brown, Wren Kindell, Newly 
Departed: Kathryn (Stachow). 
 

Please let Father know if there is anyone you would like to have prayed for and added to 
this list . Please use this list in your daily prayers to remember those in need, and the 
faithful departed. Cards and well wishes can be sent to anyone on the list. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

BirthdAyS  Sept. 26 – oct. 2 
26th Robbie Concelman 
27th Justin Nescott 
28th Christine Kindell 
28th Peter Mitchell 
28th Finley Grace Montague 
29th Stephanie Janik 
30th Jonah Syrkin 
1st  Anastasia O'Brien 
2nd    Yulia Deeter 



2nd    Peter Shoemaker 

AnniverSArieS  Sept. 26 – oct. 2 
27th Nicholas Turyev & Anna Krasnova 

mAy God GrAnt them mAny yeArS! 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Holy Apostle & Evangelist John the Theologian - Celebrated Sep. 26 
John was the son of Zebedee the fisherman and Salome the 
daughter of Joseph, the betrothed of the Holy Theotokos. Called by 
the Lord Jesus, John immediately left his father and his fishermen's 
nets and, with his brother James, followed Christ. From then on, he 
was not separated from his Lord until the end. With Peter and 
James, he was present at the raising of Jairus's daughter and the 
Transfiguration of the Lord. At the Last Supper, he inclined his 
head on Jesus' breast. When all the other apostles had abandoned 

the crucified Lord, John and the Holy Mother of God remained beneath the Cross. In 
obedience to the Lord, he was as a son to the Holy Virgin Mary, and carefully served 
and watched over her until her Dormition. After her Dormition, John took his disciple 
Prochorus to preach the Gospel in Asia Minor. He lived and labored mostly in 
Ephesus. By his inspired preaching and miracles he converted many to Christianity and 
shook paganism to its foundation. The embittered pagans bound him and sent him to 
Rome, to face Emperor Dometian. Dometian had him tortured and flogged, but 
neither the bitterest poison he was given to drink, nor the boiling oil into which he was 
thrown, did him any harm. This terrified the emperor and, thinking him immortal, 
Dometian sent him into exile to the island of Patmos. There St. John converted many 
to Christianity by words and miracles, and confirmed well the Church of God. He also 
wrote his Gospel and Revelation on Patmos. In the time of Emperor Nero, who 
granted freedom to all prisoners, John returned to Ephesus, where he lived for some 
time, confirming the work he had begun earlier. He was over one hundred years old 
when he went to the Lord. When his disciples later opened his grave, they did not find 
his body. On May 8 of every year, a fine dust, fragrant and healing, rose from his grave. 
After a long, laborious and fruitful life on earth, this beloved disciple of Christ, a true 
pillar of the Church, took up his habitation in the joy of His Lord. 
   The Prologue from Ohrid 
   © Serbian Orthodox Church Diocese of Western America 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Saint Gregory the Enlightener - Celebrated Sep. 30 
Gregory was born of a prominent family which was related to the 
royal houses of Persia (King Arteban) and Armenia (King Khosrov). 
When these two houses made war against each other, Gregory 
withdrew to Caesarea in Cappadocia. It was there that he first 
learned of the Christian Faith, was  baptized and married. He had 
two sons of this marriage, Bardanes and Aristakes, and dedicated 
them both to the service of the Church. After the death of his wife, 
Gregory returned to Armenia and placed himself in the service of 

King Tiridates. He faithfully served him, and Tiridates loved Gregory. But when the 
king learned that Gregory was a Christian, he became greatly enraged and pressured 
him to deny Christ and worship idols. Not succeeding in this, Tiridates subjected 
Gregory to many harsh tortures, then threw him into a deep pit full of poisonous 
reptiles to kill him. However, the All-seeing God preserved St. Gregory's life in that pit 

for fourteen full years. After that, Tiridates set out to persecute all Christians in his 
kingdom, and attacked a convent where there were thirty-seven nuns, including the 
abbess, Gaiana. When he had killed all of them by terrible tortures, Tiridates went 
insane and was like a wild boar. His sister had a dream in which a man, dazzlingly 
bright, told her that Tiridates would only become well when Gregory was removed 
from the pit. Taken from the pit, Gregory healed and baptized Tiridates. Then, at the 
wish of Tiridates, Gregory became Bishop of Armenia. Through God's providence, 
Tiridates also helped him in enlightening all of Armenia and its surrounding regions 
with the Christian Faith. St. Gregory ended his earthly life of great labor in old age, in 
about the year 335. Meanwhile, his son Aristakes had been consecrated a bishop, and 
he continued the work of his father, both physically and spiritually. Aristakes was one 
of the 318 Holy Fathers at the First Ecumenical Council.  
   The Prologue from Ohrid 
   © Serbian Orthodox Church Diocese of Western America 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Venerable Romanus the Melodist - Celebrated Oct. 1 
Romanus was born in the Syrian town of Emesa. He was, at first, a 
sexton in Beirut, and later served in the cathedral church in 
Constantinople in the time of Patriarch Euthymius (490-504). 
Romanus was not well educated and was untrained in chanting, for 
which he was ridiculed by some of the more educated clergy. St. 
Romanus tearfully prayed to the Most-holy Theotokos, and she 

appeared to him in a dream, gave him a scroll, and told him to swallow it. The 
following day was the Feast of the Nativity. Romanus took his place as a chanter at the 
ambo, and with an angelic voice sang the hymn ``Today the Virgin….'' All were 
amazed at both the content of this hymn and at the magnificent singing of the chanter. 
Having received the poetic gift from the Theotokos, Romanus composed over a 
thousand Kontakia. Romanus entered into rest as a deacon of the Great Church, Hagia 
Sophia, in Constantinople. He joined the angelic choirs in the year 510. 
   The Prologue from Ohrid 
   © Serbian Orthodox Church Diocese of Western America 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Protection of the Most-holy Theotokos - Celebrated Oct. 1 
From time immemorial, the Church has celebrated the Most-holy 
Theotokos as the patroness and protectress of the Christian people, 
who, by her intercessory prayers, implores God's mercy for us sinners. 
The help of the Most-holy Mother of God has been clearly shown 
numerous times, to individuals and to nations, in peace and in war, in 
monastic deserts and in densely populated cities. The event that the 

Church commemorates and celebrates today confirms the Theotokos' consistent 
protection of Christian people. On October 1, 911, during the reign of Emperor Leo 
the Wise, there was an All-night Vigil in the Blachernae Church of the Mother of God 
in Constantinople. The church was full of people. St. Andrew the Fool-for-Christ was 
standing in the rear of the church with his disciple Epiphanius. At four o'clock in the 
morning, the Most-holy Theotokos appeared above the people, holding her 
omophorion outstretched as a protective covering for the faithful. She was clothed in 
gold-encrusted purple, and shone with an ineffable radiance, surrounded by apostles, 
saints, martyrs and virgins. St. Andrew said to Blessed Epiphanius: ``Do you see, 
brother, the Queen and Lady of all praying for the whole world?'' Epiphanius replied: 
``I see, Father, and am struck with amazement!'' The Feast of the Protection was 



instituted to commemorate this event, and to remind us that we can prayerfully receive 
the unceasing protection of the Most-holy Theotokos in any time of difficulty. 
   The Prologue from Ohrid 
   © Serbian Orthodox Church Diocese of Western America 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Saved for Greater Work 
On September 28th the Church honors Saint Chariton the Confessor. 
 

Saints who are given the title "Confessor" rather than "Martyr" are 
those who witnessed to the faith and often suffered for it, but were 
not put to death as the direct result of their witness. Chariton did 
undergo imprisonment and torture when he boldly professed his 
faith, but was not martyred. God saved him for greater work. 
 

Born in about 254, Chariton belonged to a well-respected family in 
the city of Iconium (now Konya, in Turkey) which was also the 

home of another saint named Thecla, a young woman who for three solid days listened 
from her window to Saint Paul's preaching on his first missionary journey. She was so 
convinced by what she heard that she later became a missionary herself, preaching and 
teaching as a helper to Paul. 
 

Thecla was an example to Chariton. He began to speak publicly and often about his 
dedication to Jesus Christ. Before long he was arrested by the governor, and told to 
stop insulting the gods by claiming that only the one God of the Christians was real. 
 

But the governor had no success with Chariton, who told him that the pagan gods 
were merely prideful demons who had been cast out of heaven into the depths of hell 
because they hated God and refused to worship Him. 
 

At first the governor tried to talk Chariton out of his beliefs. But Chariton chose to 
challenge him, trying to make him examine his own beliefs and see their superficiality. 
Chariton said, "If your gods are truly worthy of worship, you shouldn't be letting me 
deride them and trying to reason with me. Why don't you defend them, and silence me 
once and for all?" 
 

He went on, "Do your gods feel with their hands, or speak with their mouths, or see 
with their eyes? No, they do none of these things. They are dead idols, and they are 
nothing like the living God, Jesus Christ, and His Father in heaven." 
 

The governor wasn't ready to hear any more, or to test the truth of Chariton's words. 
He ordered that the outspoken Christian be beaten and put in prison, where he was 
routinely tortured. 
 

Chariton did not die in prison, and when the harsh measures against Christians were 
lifted, he was released. Setting out for Jerusalem, he was waylaid by robbers. But once 
again, though hurt, he didn't lose his life. He gave up his plans to live in a city, and 
went into the desert. 
 

Kontakion - Tone 2 
You delighted in the monastic life, divinely-wise one 

and conquered the bodily passions; 
you increased in faith, 

blossoming as the tree of life in the midst of Paradise, 
most blessed and holy Chariton! 

 

The later years of Chariton's life were given to the establishment of two monasteries, 
the first in the wilderness of Pharan and the second near Jericho. Both became well-
known for the holiness of the men who came to live in them, learning from the 
example of Saint Chariton. 
 

We don't know why some saints died as martyrs and others, though tested and made to 
suffer, did not. But the martyred ones apparently had finished their work. Some, like 
Saint Chariton, were being saved for greater work still to be accomplished. 
 

This weekly bulletin insert complements the curriculum published by the Department of 
Christian Education of the Orthodox Church in America. This and many other Christian 
Education resources are available at http://dce.oca. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Please contact Fr. Daniel Hickman for all pastoral issues, hospital visits, 
emergencies, etc. Please keep him abreast of any issues that come up.  

GenerAl informAtion 
Orthodox Church of St. Stephen the Protomartyr 

  Orthodox Church in America, Diocese of the South    
1895 Lake Emma Road, Longwood, FL 32750 

Phone: 386-227-7056 
Website: www.ststephenoca.com 

 

Mail Address: 
Orthodox Church of St Stephen     

P.O. Box 950209  
Lake Mary, FL 32795 

 

Priest: Fr. Daniel Hickman 
Cell Number 407-388-4241 

Email: frdaniel@ststephenoca.com 
 

Russian Mission Priest: Fr. Andrey Syrkin 
Cell Number 407-536-1071 

Email: frandreysyrkin@gmail.com 
 

Deacon: Fr. Protodeacon Michael Malanowski 
Cell Number      386-624-5794 
Email: dnmichael@gmail.com 

 

Deacon: Fr. Deacon Mark Reudelhuber 
Cell Number      407-718-2549 

   Email: dnmark@ststephenoca.com 
 

 


