
  
 Weekly Bulletin  

 

Sep. 5, 2021 – 11th Sunday after Pentecost – Tone 2 
The Holy Prophet Zachariah and the Righteous Elizabeth  

 

1 Corinthians 9:2-12 (Epistle) 
If I am not an apostle to others, yet doubtless I am to you. For you are the seal of my 
apostleship in the Lord. My defense to those who examine me is this: Do we have no 
right to eat and drink? Do we have no right to take along a believing wife, as do also 
the other apostles, the brothers of the Lord, and Cephas? Or is it only Barnabas and I 
who have no right to refrain from working? Who ever goes to war at his own expense? 
Who plants a vineyard and does not eat of its fruit? Or who tends a flock and does not 
drink of the milk of the flock? Do I say these things as a mere man? Or does not the 
law say the same also? For it is written in the law of Moses, “You shall not muzzle an 
ox while it treads out the grain.” Is it oxen God is concerned about? Or does He say it 
altogether for our sakes? For our sakes, no doubt, this is written, that he who plows 
should plow in hope, and he who threshes in hope should be partaker of his hope. If 
we have sown spiritual things for you, is it a great thing if we reap your material things?     
If others are partakers of this right over you, are we not even more? Nevertheless we 
have not used this right, but endure all things lest we hinder the gospel of Christ. 
 

Matthew 18:23-35 (Gospel) 
Therefore the kingdom of heaven is like a certain king who wanted to settle accounts 
with his servants. And when he had begun to settle accounts, one was brought to him 
who owed him ten thousand talents. But as he was not able to pay, his master 
commanded that he be sold, with his wife and children and all that he had, and that 
payment be made. The servant therefore fell down before him, saying, ‘Master, have 
patience with me, and I will pay you all.’ Then the master of that servant was moved 
with compassion, released him, and forgave him the debt. But that servant went out 
and found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii; and he laid 
hands on him and took him by the throat, saying, ‘Pay me what you owe!’ So his fellow 
servant fell down at his feet and begged him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will 
pay you all.’  And he would not, but went and threw him into prison till he should pay 
the debt. So when his fellow servants saw what had been done, they were very grieved, 
and came and told their master all that had been done. Then his master, after he had 
called him, said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt because you 
begged me. ’Should you not also have had compassion on your fellow servant, just as I 
had pity on you?’ And his master was angry, and delivered him to the torturers until he 
should pay all that was due to him. So My heavenly Father also will do to you if each of 
you, from his heart, does not forgive his brother his trespasses. 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ServiceS & eventS thiS Week  
  

Sep. 4, Saturday Great Vespers       5:00 p.m. 
 

Sep. 5, Sunday  Hours       9:10 a.m. 
   Divine Liturgy       9:30 a.m. 

 

Sep. 7, Tuesday      Great Vespers       7:00 p.m. 
 

Nativity of the Theotokos 

Sep. 8, Wednesday Hours       9:10 a.m. 
Divine Liturgy       9:30 a.m. 

 

Sep. 9, Thursday        Parish Council Meeting    6:30 p.m. 
  

Sep. 11, Saturday Great Vespers       5:00 p.m. 
 

Sep. 12, Sunday Hours       9:10 a.m. 
   Divine Liturgy       9:30 a.m. 
 

 

to all our visitors and guests who have participated in our 
celebration of the Divine Liturgy this morning! While Holy 
Communion may only be received by prepared Orthodox 
Christians, our non-Orthodox guests are welcome to join 
with us. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

reminderS & AnnouncementS 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Upcoming Events 
 

Sep. 13, Monday 7:00 p.m. - Vespers for the feast of the Elevation of the Cross. 
 

Sep. 14, Tuesday 9:30 a.m. - Liturgy for the feast of the Elevation of the Cross. 
 

Sep. 14, Tuesday 6:30 p.m. – Youth Group. 
 

Sep. 28, Tuesday 6:30 p.m. – Youth Group. 
 

October 4 – 7, Mon-Thu - DOS Assembly in Miami Lakes, FL. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Helpful Information for Church School Parents! 
 

The start of the church school year will begin October 3, 2021.   
 

We have teachers for the following grade levels: 
Pre-K -2nd grade 
3rd-5th grade 
6th-8th grade (middle school) 
9th-12th grade (high school) 
 

However, we are still in need of substitute teachers. Please do not hesitate to contact 
me if you are interested. 
 

There is still time to register your student/s if you have not already done so. 
 

We are looking forward to a great school year with a new curriculum from Illumination 
Learning entitled, The Divine Liturgy. This curriculum will be taught to all students as 
appropriate for their grade level. In addition, through the various supplements and 
suggestions the program offers, students can engage their 5 senses to more fully 
experience The Divine Liturgy.  
 



It is a unique learning opportunity for students, teachers, parents and anyone interested 
in growing through a better understanding of the Divine Liturgy. 
 

Every week parents will receive a 10-minute video that highlights something that the 
students will be learning that week and an activity sent home for family discussion.  It 
is informative, engaging and is a reasonable amount of time to devote to being in sync 
with what your student/s are learning! 
 

Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions or comments you may have.  
 

In Christ, 
Karen Brown, Youth Director    email:  nremtwebhome@yahoo.com or 614-746-3646. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
Ss. Cosmas and Damian House have launched our annual fundraiser, selling Terri Lynn 
nuts and candies for St. Francis House, our outreach to homeless men.  We greatly 
appreciate your past generous support, and we thank you in advance for your support 
this year.   Mary Kay Chester, and Lisa Popsuy will have brochures and be happy to 
take your orders, through October, for delivery before Thanksgiving. Orders can be 
sent to Mary Kay directly via email at Mary_Kay_Chester@juno.com.  
 

With gratitude and with love in Christ, 
Monk Augustine  
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Please Include These Our Brothers And Sisters In Your Daily Prayers: 
Those in need Fred Allegro, Janet Altenhoff, Tess Brown, George Dimas, Jose 
(Busch), Barry Gursky, Pam (Hickman), Angelina Keiser, Robert Kindell, Christine 
Kindell, Anna Colon Lopez, Evdokia Malanowski, Ted Malanowski, Chris 
(Malanowski), Mike (Marcantelli), Mariana Muresanu, Victor (Muresanu), Gregory 
Nescott' Livia (Nescott), Elizabeth (Nethery), Jennifer (Nethery), Joel (Nethery), David 
Petutsky, Jean Petutsky, Christina (Popsuy), Lenore (Prawlocki), David (Reudelhuber), 
John (Russell), Vera (Serpa), Yuri (Serpa), Timothy (Sills), Anna (Torres), Alex(Torres), 
Eddie Torres, Xenia Vranesevich, Military servers: Mark Popsuy, Nursing Home: 
Angelina Keiser, Home Bound: Sonya Berzenic, Expectant Mothers: Cecelia 
Engelhard, Mat. Yana Syrkin, Leidy Matos, Gabriela Canosa, Samantha Brown, Newly 
Departed: John Rallis Sr., Kathryn (Stachow). 
 

Please let Father know if there is anyone you would like to have prayed for and added to 
this list . Please use this list in your daily prayers to remember those in need, and the 
faithful departed. Cards and well wishes can be sent to anyone on the list. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

BirthdAyS  Sept. 5 – Sept. 11 
5th Mathew Sills 
7th Tuck Atkinson 
9th Yanick Arakelov  
9th Daniel Smith  
9th Miriam Stachow  
10th Keith Dixon 
10th Damian Palceski 
11th Meredith Engelhard   
11th Catherine Laos 

AnniverSArieS  Sept. 5 – Sept. 11 
5th Victor & Leidy Matos  

6th Gabriela Valle Canosa & Ameh Canosa 
7th Bill & Karen Brown  
9th James & Valentina Canady 

mAy God GrAnt them mAny yeArS! 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Holy Prophet Zachariah and the Righteous Elizabeth, 
parents of Saint John the Baptist - Celebrated Sep. 5 

He was the father of St. John the Forerunner. Zacharias was 
the son of Barachias, from the lineage of Abia, of the sons 
of Aaron. Zacharias was a high priest who held the eighth 
degree of service in the Temple at Jerusalem. His wife 
Elizabeth was the daughter of Sophia and sister of St. Anna, 
who was the mother of the Holy Theotokos. During the 
reign of King Herod the child-slayer, Zacharias was serving 
one day at the Temple of Jerusalem according to his turn. 
An angel of God appeared to him in the sanctuary, and 
Zacharias had great fear. The angel said to him: Fear not, 

Zacharias (Luke 1:13), and announced that Elizabeth would bear a son, in answer to 
their prayers. But both Zacharias and Elizabeth were old. When Zacharias doubted the 
words of the heavenly herald, the angel said: I am Gabriel, that stand in the presence of 
God (Luke 1:19). Zacharias was struck dumb from that hour, and could not speak until 
his son was born and he had written on a tablet: His name is John (Luke 1:63). Then 
his speech returned, and he magnified God. 
 

Some time later, when the Lord Jesus had been born and Herod began to slaughter the 
children of Bethlehem, he sent men to find and kill the son of Zacharias--for Herod 
had heard all that had happened to Zacharias, and how John had been born. Upon 
seeing the soldiers coming, Elizabeth took John into her arms--he was a year and a half 
old at that time--fled from the house with him, and ran to a rocky and desolate place. 
When she saw the soldiers following her, she cried out to the mountain: "O mountain 
of God, receive a mother with her child!'' and the rock opened and hid the mother and 
child. Then Herod, enraged that the child John had not been slain, ordered that 
Zacharias be slain before the altar. The blood of Zacharias was spilled on the marble 
and dried solid as stone, and remained as a witness to Herod's evil deed. In the place 
where Elizabeth hid with John a cave opened, water flowed out of it, and a fruit-
bearing palm grew, all by the power of God. Forty days after the death of Zacharias, 
the blessed Elizabeth died. The child John remained in the wilderness, fed by an angel 
and protected by God's providence, until the day he appeared at the Jordan. 
   The Prologue from Ohrid 
   © Serbian Orthodox Church Diocese of Western America 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Commemoration of the Miracle of the Archangel Michael  
at Colossae - Celebrated Sep. 6 

The Miracle of the Holy Chief Commander Archangel Michael at Colossae. In Phrygia, 
not far from the city of Hieropolis, in a place called Cheretopos, there was a church 
named for the Archangel Michael, built over amiraculous spring. 
 

This church was built by a certain inhabitant of the city of Laodicia in gratitude to God 
for healing his mute daughter. The holy Chief Commander Michael appeared to this 
man in a dream and revealed to him that his daughter would receive the gift of speech 



after drinking from the water of the spring. The girl actually did 
receive healing and began to speak. After this miracle, the father 
and his daughter and all their family were baptized. In fervent 
gratitude, the father built the church in honor of the holy Chief 
Commander Michael. Not only did Christians begin to come to 
the spring for healing, but also pagans. In so doing, many of the 
pagans turned from their idols and were converted to the faith in 
Christ. 
 

At this church of the holy Chief Commander Michael, a certain 
pious man by the name of Archippus served for sixty years as church custodian. By his 
preaching and by the example of his saintly life he brought many pagans to faith in 
Christ. With the general malice of that time towards Christians, and especially against 
Archippus, the pagans thought to destroy the church in order to prevent people from 
coming to that holy place of healing, and at the same time kill Archippus. 
 

Toward this end they made a confluence of the Lykokaperos and Kufos Rivers and 
directed its combined flow against the church. St Archippus prayed fervently to the 
Chief Commander Michael to ward off the danger. Through his prayer the Archangel 
Michael appeared at the temple, and with a blow of his staff, opened a wide fissure in a 
rock and commanded the rushing torrents of water to flow into it. The temple 
remained unharmed. Seeing such an awesome miracle, the pagans fled in terror. 
Archippus and the Christians gathered in church glorified God and gave thanks to the 
holy Archangel Michael for the help. The place where the rivers plunged into the 
fissure received the name “Chonae”, which means “plunging.” 

   The Prologue from Ohrid 
   © Serbian Orthodox Church Diocese of Western America 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
Nativity of the Most-holy Theotokos -  Celebrated Sept. 8 

The Holy Virgin Mary was born of aged parents, Joachim 
and Anna. Her father was of the lineage of David, and her 
mother of the lineage of Aaron. Thus, she was of royal 
birth by her father, and of priestly birth by her mother. In 
this, she foreshadowed Him Who would be born of her as 
King and High Priest. Her parents were quite old and had 
no children. Because of this they were ashamed before men 

and humble before God. In their humility they prayed to God with tears, to bring them 
joy in their old age by giving them a child, as He had once given joy to the aged 
Abraham and his wife Sarah by giving them Isaac. The Almighty and All-seeing God 
rewarded them with a joy that surpassed all their expectations and all their most 
beautiful dreams. For He gave them not just a daughter, but the Mother of God. He 
illumined them not only with temporal joy, but with eternal joy as well. God gave them 
just one daughter, and she would later give them just one grandson-but what a 
daughter and what a Grandson! Mary, Full of grace, Blessed among women, the 
Temple of the Holy Spirit, the Altar of the Living God, the Table of the Heavenly 
Bread, the Ark of God's Holiness, the Tree of the Sweetest Fruit, the Glory of the race 
of man, the Praise of womanhood, the Fount of virginity and purity-this was the 
daughter given by God to Joachim and Anna. She was born in Nazareth, and at the age 
of three, was taken to the Temple in Jerusalem. In her young womanhood she returned 
again to Nazareth, and shortly thereafter heard the Annunciation of the Holy 

Archangel Gabriel concerning the birth of the Son of God, the Savior of the world, 
from her most-pure virgin body. 
   The Prologue from Ohrid 
   © Serbian Orthodox Church Diocese of Western America 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Holy and Righteous Ancestors of God, Joachim and Anna 
- Celebrated Sep. 9 

St. Joachim was of the lineage of Judah and a 
descendant of King David. Anna was the daughter 
of Matthan the priest, from the lineage of Levi, as 
was Aaron the high priest. Matthan had three 
daughters: Mary, Sophia and Anna. Mary married, 
lived in Bethlehem and gave birth to Salome; 
Sophia married, also lived in Bethlehem, and gave 

birth to Elizabeth, the mother of St. John the Forerunner; Anna 
married Joachim in Nazareth, and in old age gave birth to Mary, the Most-holy 
Theotokos. Joachim and Anna had lived together in marriage for fifty years, and yet 
had remained barren. They lived devoutly and quietly, and of all their income they 
spent one third on themselves, distributed one third to the poor and gave the other 
third to the Temple, and they were well provided for. Once when in their old age they 
came to Jerusalem to offer a sacrifice to God, the high priest Issachar reprimanded 
Joachim, saying: ``You are not worthy that a gift be accepted from your hands, for you 
are childless.'' Others, who had children, pushed Joachim behind them as one 
unworthy. This greatly grieved these two aged souls and they returned home in great 
sorrow. Then the two of them fell down before God in prayer, that He work a miracle 
with them as He once had with Abraham and Sarah, and give them a child as a comfort 
in their old age. Then God sent His angel, who announced to them the birth of ``a 
daughter most blessed, by whom all nations on earth will be blessed and through 
whom the salvation of the world will come.'' Anna straightway conceived, and in nine 
months gave birth to the Holy Virgin Mary. St. Joachim lived for eighty years and Anna 
lived for seventy-nine, at which time they reposed in the Lord.  
   The Prologue from Ohrid 
   © Serbian Orthodox Church Diocese of Western America 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Holy Virgins Menodora, Nymphodora, & Metrodora – Celebrated Sep 10 
They were sisters by birth and grew up somewhere in Asian 
Bithynia. Reared in the spirit of Christianity, they withdrew from 
the city to the wilderness, wishing to elevate their minds to God 
and to free themselves of everything in this deceitful world, and to 
live this life in purity and virginity as true brides of Christ. They 
dedicated themselves to great labor, fasting and prayer, until God 
adorned them with the gift of miracle-working. When people 
began to bring the sick to them for healing, they became well 
known against their will. A certain governor, Fronton, heard of 

them and brought them to trial. Upon seeing them, the governor was amazed at the 
beauty of their faces. For, even though they were great fasters and their bodies were 
withered, their faces were radiant, illumined by inward peace and the grace of God. At 
first, the governor flattered them and promised to send them to the emperor, who 
would give them in marriage to his noblemen. But when he was convinced that all of 
his flattery and promises had no effect on these brides of Christ, he ordered that 



Menodora be tortured first, and her sisters thrown into prison. After cruel tortures, the 
governor cried out to Menodora, who was wounded and bloody: ``Offer sacrifice to 
the gods!'' To this the holy martyr replied: ``Do you not see that I am offering my 
entire self as a sacrifice to my God?'' When St. Menodora was slain by the tortures, the 
governor then brought out the remaining two sisters, and stood them by the dead body 
of Menodora. Pointing to the body of their sister, he counseled them to deny Christ. 
Since they remained steadfast, he slew them by harsh tortures. Just then, a thunderbolt 
struck from heaven, and killed the soulless Fronton and his servants. Christians 
honorably buried the bodies of these holy martyrs of God. They suffered between the 
years of 305 and 311, during the reign of Maximian Galerius, and found rest in the 
Kingdom of Christ. 
   The Prologue from Ohrid 
   © Serbian Orthodox Church Diocese of Western America 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Mysteries of Elizabeth 
On September 5th the Church commemorates Saint Elizabeth, the mother of 
John the Baptizer or Forerunner. 
 

The first chapter of Luke tells us that she is "of the daughters 
of Aaron" and is the wife of the priest Zachariah. The two 
are praised with these words: "And they were both righteous 
before God, walking in all the commandments and 
ordinances of the Lord blameless" (1:6). 
 

But the next verse describes one of the mysteries in 
Elizabeth's life: she is barren. Why would such a praiseworthy 
couple, now advanced in years, be deprived of the blessing of 

children? This mystery does not have a "solution" we can discover. God chooses to 
give this couple a child, in fact an extraordinary child. But the timing is His, not ours. 
Elizabeth and Zachariah will become parents very late in life, but they will not remain 
childless until they die. 
 

Another mystery is the way the newborn child's name is announced. Elizabeth says, 
much to the surprise of the gathered relatives and friends, that his name is to be John. 
Not only would most people expect that this announcement would be made by the 
man of the family, but "John" is not a name that had been used in the families of either 
Elizabeth or Zachariah. 
 

Why is she given this privilege? Perhaps because she, unlike her husband, was willing to 
believe the angel Gabriel's message from God. Zachariah doubted what the angel 
said—that such an old couple would have a child, whose name was to be John. But 
Elizabeth, just as she had accepted years of barrenness, accepted this wonderful news 
and shared it with the people around her. Zachariah could only mutely confirm her 
words. He had been temporarily rendered unable to speak because, as Gabriel says, 
"you did not believe my words which will be fulfilled in their own time" (1: 20). 
 

When Mary the Theotokos visits her relative Elizabeth with the news of her own 
pregnancy, there is still another mystery, which Elizabeth herself questions. She asks, 
"And why is this granted to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to me?" 
Elizabeth also is the first human being to repeat Gabriel's words to Mary: "Blessed are 
you among women." This simple, elderly woman is chosen by God to utter the first 
human affirmation of the marvel of the Incarnation. 
 

Kontakion - Tone 4 
As the full moon brightly reflects the light of the sun, 
you reflected the glory of the Messiah, the Light of wisdom! 
With Zachariah you walked in all of the Lord¹s commandments, Elizabeth, beloved by God. 
So as we bless you with fitting songs, 
we praise the Lord, the bountiful Light, Who enlightens all. 

 

In one of the readings for this day, Saint Paul describes the greatest of mysteries, the 
saving work of God: "For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he 
was rich, yet for your sake He became poor, so that by His poverty you might become 
rich" (2 Corinthians 8: 9). 
 

Some are willing to accept God's mysteries, as Elizabeth did. Others doubt and 
challenge the messengers He sends to tell us about His mysteries, as Zechariah did. It is 
up to us to decide which example to follow, and to decide which one will enable us to 
"know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ." 
 

This weekly bulletin insert complements the curriculum published by the Department of 
Christian Education of the Orthodox Church in America. This and many other Christian 
Education resources are available at http://dce.oca. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Please contact Fr. Daniel Hickman for all pastoral issues, hospital visits, 
emergencies, etc. Please keep him abreast of any issues that come up.  
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