
  
 Weekly Bulletin  

 

Aug. 29, 2021 – 10th Sunday after Pentecost – Tone 1 
Beheading of the Holy Glorious Prophet,  

Forerunner, and Baptist John  
 

1 Corinthians 4:9-16 (Epistle) 
For I think that God has displayed us, the apostles, last, as men condemned to death; 
for we have been made a spectacle to the world, both to angels and to men. We are 
fools for Christ’s sake, but you are wise in Christ! We are weak, but you are strong! 
You are distinguished, but we are dishonored! To the present hour we both hunger and 
thirst, and we are poorly clothed, and beaten, and homeless. And we labor, working 
with our own hands. Being reviled, we bless; being persecuted, we endure; being 
defamed, we entreat. We have been made as the filth of the world, the offscouring of 
all things until now. I do not write these things to shame you, but as my beloved 
children I warn you. For though you might have ten thousand instructors in Christ, yet 
you do not have many fathers; for in Christ Jesus I have begotten you through the 
gospel. Therefore I urge you, imitate me. 
 

Acts 13:25-33 (Epistle, Forerunner) 
And as John was finishing his course, he said, ‘Who do you think I am? I am not He. 
But behold, there comes One after me, the sandals of whose feet I am not worthy to 
loose.’ Men and brethren, sons of the family of Abraham, and those among you who 
fear God, to you the word of this salvation has been sent. For those who dwell in 
Jerusalem, and their rulers, because they did not know Him, nor even the voices of the 
Prophets which are read every Sabbath, have fulfilled them in condemning Him. And 
though they found no cause for death in Him, they asked Pilate that He should be put 
to death. Now when they had fulfilled all that was written concerning Him, they took 
Him down from the tree and laid Him in a tomb. But God raised Him from the dead. 
He was seen for many days by those who came up with Him from Galilee to  
Jerusalem, who are His witnesses to the people. And we declare to you glad tidings – 
that promise which was made to the fathers. God has fulfilled this for us their children, 
in that He has raised up Jesus. 
 

Matthew 17:14-23 (Gospel) 
And when they had come to the multitude, a man came to Him, kneeling down to Him 
and saying, Lord, have mercy on my son, for he is an epileptic and suffers severely; for 
he often falls into the fire and often into the water. So I brought him to Your disciples, 
but they could not cure him. Then Jesus answered and said, “O faithless and perverse 
generation, how long shall I be with you? How long shall I bear with you? Bring him 
here to Me.” And Jesus rebuked the demon, and it came out of him; and the child was 
cured from that very hour. Then the disciples came to Jesus privately and said, “Why 
could we not cast it out?” So Jesus said to them, “Because of your unbelief; for 
assuredly, I say to you, if you have faith as a mustard seed, you will say to this 
mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it will move; and nothing will be impossible 
for you. However, this kind does not go out except by prayer and fasting. Now while 

they were staying in Galilee, Jesus said to them, “The Son of Man is about to be 
betrayed into the hands of men, and they will kill Him, and the third day He will be 
raised up. And they were exceedingly sorrowful. 
 

Mark 6:14-30 (Gospel, Forerunner) 
Now King Herod heard of Him, for His name had become well known. And he said, 
“John the Baptist is risen from the dead, and therefore these powers are at work in 
him.” Others said, “It is Elijah.” And others said, “It is the Prophet, or like one of the 
prophets.” But when Herod heard, he said, “This is John, whom I beheaded; he has 
been raised from the dead!” For Herod himself had sent and laid hold of John, and 
bound him in prison for the sake of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife; for he had 
married her. Because John had said to Herod, “It is not lawful for you to have your 
brother’s wife.” Therefore Herodias held it against him and wanted to kill him, but she 
could not; for Herod feared John, knowing that he was a just and holy man, and he 
protected him. And when he heard him, he did many things, and heard him gladly. 
Then an opportune day came when Herod on his birthday gave a feast for his nobles, 
the high officers, and the chief men of Galilee. And when Herodias’ daughter herself 
came in and danced, and pleased Herod and those who sat with him, the king said to 
the girl, “Ask me whatever you want, and I will give it to you.” He also swore to her, 
“Whatever you ask me, I will give you, up to half my kingdom.” So she went out and 
said to her mother, “What shall I ask?” And she said, “The head of John the Baptist!” 
Immediately she came in with haste to the king and asked, saying, “I want you to give 
me at once the head of John the Baptist on a platter.” And the king was exceedingly 
sorry; yet, because of the oaths and because of those who sat with him, he did not want 
to refuse her. Immediately the king sent an executioner and commanded his head to be 
brought. And he went and beheaded him in prison, brought his head on a platter, and 
gave it to the girl; and the girl gave it to her mother. When his disciples heard of it, they 
came and took away his corpse and laid it in a tomb. Then the apostles gathered to 
Jesus and told Him all things, both what they had done and what they had taught. 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ServiceS & eventS thiS Week  
 

Aug. 28 Saturday Great Vespers       5:00 p.m. 
 

Beheading of St. John the Baptist 
Aug. 29, Sunday Hours       9:10 a.m. 
   Divine Liturgy       9:30 a.m 
 

Aug. 31, Tuesday Youth Group Meeting      6:30 p.m. 
  

Sep. 4, Saturday Great Vespers       5:00 p.m. 
 

Sep. 5, Sunday  Hours       9:10 a.m. 
   Divine Liturgy       9:30 a.m 
   

 

to all our visitors and guests who have participated in our 
celebration of the Divine Liturgy this morning! While Holy 
Communion may only be received by prepared Orthodox 



Christians, our non-Orthodox guests are welcome to join with us. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

reminderS & AnnouncementS 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Upcoming Events 
 

Sep. 7, Tuesday 7:00 p.m. - Vespers for the feast of the Nativity of the 
Theotokos. 
 

Sep. 8, Wednesday 9:30 a.m. - Liturgy for the feast of the Nativity of the 
Theotokos. 
 

Sep. 9, Thursday 6:30 p.m. - Parish Council Meeting. 

 

Sep. 13, Monday 7:00 p.m. - Vespers for the feast of the Elevation of the Cross. 
 

Sep. 14, Tuesday 9:30 a.m. - Liturgy for the feast of the Elevation of the Cross. 
 

Sep. 14, Tuesday 6:30 p.m. – Youth Group. 
 

Sep. 28, Tuesday 6:30 p.m. – Youth Group. 
 

October 4 – 7, Mon-Thu - DOS Assembly in Miami Lakes, FL. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Helpful Information for Church School Parents! 
 

We are looking forward to a great school year with a new curriculum from Illumination 
Learning entitled, The Divine Liturgy. This curriculum will be taught to all students as 
appropriate for their grade level. In addition, through the various supplements and 
suggestions the program offers, students can engage their 5 senses to more fully 
experience The Divine Liturgy.  
 

It is a unique learning opportunity for students, teachers, parents and anyone interested 
in growing through a better understanding of the Divine Liturgy. 
 

Every week parents will receive a 10-minute video that highlights something that the 
students will be learning that week and an activity sent home for family discussion.  It 
is informative, engaging and is a reasonable amount of time to devote to being in sync 
with what your student/s are learning! 
 

Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions or comments you may have.  
 

In Christ, 
Karen Brown, Youth Director    email:  nremtwebhome@yahoo.com or 614-746-3646. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
Ss. Cosmas and Damian House have launched our annual fundraiser, selling Terri Lynn 
nuts and candies for St. Francis House, our outreach to homeless men.  We greatly 
appreciate your past generous support, and we thank you in advance for your support 
this year.   Mary Kay Chester, and Lisa Popsuy will have brochures and be happy to 
take your orders, through October, for delivery before Thanksgiving. Orders can be 
sent to Mary Kay directly via email at Mary_Kay_Chester@juno.com.  
 

With gratitude and with love in Christ, 
Monk Augustine  
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Please Include These Our Brothers And Sisters In Your Daily Prayers: 

Those in need Fred Allegro, Janet Altenhoff, Tess Brown, George Dimas, Jose 
(Busch), Barry Gursky, Pam (Hickman), Angelina Keiser, Robert Kindell, Christine 
Kindell, Anna Colon Lopez, Evdokia Malanowski, Ted Malanowski, Chris 
(Malanowski), Mike (Marcantelli), Mariana Muresanu, Victor (Muresanu), Gregory 
Nescott' Livia (Nescott), Elizabeth (Nethery), Jennifer (Nethery), Joel (Nethery), David 
Petutsky, Jean Petutsky, Christina (Popsuy), Lenore (Prawlocki), David (Reudelhuber), 
John (Russell), Vera (Serpa), Yuri (Serpa), Timothy (Sills), Anna (Torres), Alex(Torres), 
Eddie Torres, Xenia Vranesevich, Military servers: Mark Popsuy, Nursing Home: 
Angelina Keiser, Home Bound: Sonya Berzenic, Expectant Mothers: Cecelia 
Engelhard, Mat. Yana Syrkin, Leidy Matos, Gabriela Canosa, Samantha Brown, Newly 
Departed: Mark (Torres), Elvira (Muresanu), John Rallis Sr., Kathryn (Stachow). 
 

Please let Father know if there is anyone you would like to have prayed for and added to 
this list . Please use this list in your daily prayers to remember those in need, and the 
faithful departed. Cards and well wishes can be sent to anyone on the list. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

BirthdAyS  Aug. 29 – Sept. 4 
29th  Daniela Toma 
1st Mariia Syrkin 
1st Tina Torres  
1st Leo Waegerle 
2nd Dr. Semhal Abbay 
2nd David Petutsky 
2nd  Atsuko Pierce 
4th Jean Petutsky 

AnniverSArieS  Aug. 29 – Sept. 4 
1st Alexander Balaeff & Galina Yatsenko 
3rd Ron & Jackie Fetzko 

mAy god grAnt them mAny yeArS! 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Beheading of John the Baptist - Celebrated Aug. 29 
Herod Antipas, son of the elder Herod, who was the slayer of the 
children of Bethlehem at the time of the birth of the Lord Jesus, was 
ruler of Galilee at the time when John the Baptist was preaching. This 
Herod was married to the daughter of Aretas, an Arabian prince. But 
Herod, an evil sprout of an evil root, put away his lawful wife and 
unlawfully took unto himself Herodias as his concubine, the wife of 
his brother Philip, who was still living. John the Baptist stood up 
against this lawlessness and strongly denounced Herod who then cast 

John into prison. At the time of a banquet in his court in Sebastia in Galilee Salome, 
the daughter of Herodias and Philip, danced before the guests. The drunken Herod 
was so taken by this dance that he promised Salome that he would give her whatever 
she asked of him, even though it be half of his kingdom. Being persuaded by her 
mother, Salome asked for the head of John the Baptist. Herod gave the order and John 
was beheaded in prison and his head brought to him on a platter. John's disciples took 
the body of their teacher by night and honorably buried it and Herodias pierced the 
tongue of John with a needle in many places and buried the head in an unclean place. 
What later happened to John the Baptist's head can be read on February 24. However, 
God's punishment quickly befell this group of evil doers. Prince Aretas, in order to 
cleanse his daughter's honor, attacked Herod with his army and defeated him. The 



defeated Herod was sentenced by the Roman Caesar, Caligula, to exile at first to Gaul 
and later to Spain. As exiles, Herod and Herodias lived in poverty and humiliation until 
the earth opened up and swallowed them. Salome died an evil death on the Sikaris 
(Sula) river. The death of St. John occurred before the Pascha [Passover] but its 
celebration on August 29 was established because, on that day, a church which had 
been built over his grave in Sebastia by Emperor Constantine and Empress Helena was 
consecrated. In this church the relics of John's disciples, Eliseus and Audius, were also 
placed. 
   The Prologue from Ohrid 
   © Serbian Orthodox Church Diocese of Western America 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Venerable Simeon the Stylite - Celebrated Sep.1 
He was born in Syria of peasant parents. At the age of eighteen, he 
left home and was tonsured a monk. He undertook the most 
difficult ascetic practices, and sometimes undertook a strict fast for 
forty days. He eventually took upon himself a form of asceticism 
that was previously unknown. He stood day and night on a pillar, in 
unceasing prayer. At first, his pillar was six cubits high; he later 
raised it to twelve cubits, then to twenty-two cubits, then to thirty-
six cubits, and finally to forty cubits high. On two occasions his 

mother Martha came to see him, but he refused to receive her, saying from atop the 
pillar: ``Do not disturb me now, my mother. If we become worthy, then we'll see each 
other in the next world.'' St. Simeon endured countless assaults from demons, but he 
conquered them all by prayer to God. The saint worked many great miracles, healing 
by word and prayer many who were afflicted. People from all over gathered around his 
pillar-the rich and the poor, kings and slaves. Simeon helped everyone: healing some of 
infirmities, comforting those in need, instructing others, and reproaching some who 
held heretical beliefs. Thus, he turned Empress Eudocia from the Eutychian heresy 
and brought her back to Orthodoxy. He lived the ascetic life during the reigns of the 
Emperors Theodosius the Younger, Marcian and Leo the Great. Simeon, the first great 
stylite in Christianity and a great miracle-worker, lived to be 103 years old. He reposed 
in the Lord on September 1, 459. His relics were translated to Antioch, to the church 
dedicated to his name. 
   The Prologue from Ohrid 
   © Serbian Orthodox Church Diocese of Western America 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Beginning of the Church Year - Celebrated Sep. 1 
The First Ecumenical Council [Nicaea, 325] decreed that the 
Church year should begin on September 1. The month of 
September was, for the Hebrews, the beginning of the civil year 
(Exodus 23:16), the month of gathering the harvest and of the 
offering of thanks to God. It was on this feast that the Lord 
Jesus entered the synagogue in Nazareth (Luke 4:16-21), 
opened the book of the Prophet Isaiah and read the words: The 

Spirit of the Lord God is upon Me; because the Lord hath anointed Me to preach good 
tidings unto the meek; He hath sent Me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim 
liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to them that are bound; to 
proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord, and the day of vengeance of our God; to 
comfort all that mourn (Isaiah 61:1-2). The month of September is also important in 
the history of Christianity, because Emperor Constantine the Great was victorious over 

Maxentius, the enemy of the Christian Faith, in September. Following this victory, 
Constantine granted freedom of confession to the Christian Faith throughout the 
Roman Empire. For a long time, the civil year in the Christian world followed the 
Church year, with its beginning on September 1. The civil year was later changed, and 
its beginning transferred to January 1. This occurred first in Western Europe, and later 
in Russia, under Peter the Great. 
   The Prologue from Ohrid 
   © Serbian Orthodox Church Diocese of Western America 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Martyr Mamas of Caesarea in Cappadocia -  Celebrated Sept. 2 
He was born in Paphlagonia of renowned Christian parents, 
Theodotus and Rufina. His parents were cast into prison for Christ's 
name. His father died first in prison, and as soon as Rufina bore 
Mamas, she also died. Thus the newborn child was left alone between 
the dead bodies of his parents. However, God the Provider sent an 
angel to a noble widow, Ammia. Ammia saw the angel in a dream: he 

told her to go to the prison and take the child in. The local eparch granted Ammia 
permission to bury the dead and to take the child to her home. When Mamas reached 
his fifth year, he began to talk and his first word was ``Mama!''-for which he received 
the name ``Mamas.'' In school, Mamas displayed unusual intelligence, and as he had 
been reared in a Christian spirit, he did not hide his faith, but confessed it to the other 
children and laughed at the idols. During the reign of Aurelian there was a bitter 
persecution of Christians. The pagans did not even spare the Christian children. 
Mamas was fifteen years old when he was brought before the emperor. The emperor 
told him that he needed only to deny Christ verbally. Mamas replied: ``Neither in my 
heart nor with my lips will I renounce my God and King, Jesus Christ.'' The emperor 
ordered him to be beaten, burned with torches, and finally thrown into the sea. But an 
angel of God saved him, and took him to a high mountain near Caesarea. There he 
lived in solitude and prayer. Even the wild beasts were tamed by his sanctity. He was 
finally discovered by his persecutors and subjected to torture again. When he had 
overcome torture both by fire and by wild beasts, St. Mamas was run through with a 
trident by a pagan priest. Thus he gave his holy soul to God, to Whom he had been 
faithful during all of his tortures. From his relics many healings of the sick have taken 
place. 
   The Prologue from Ohrid 
   © Serbian Orthodox Church Diocese of Western America 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Holy Hieromartyr Babylas – Celebrated Sept. 4 
This ``great and wonderful man, if he could be called a man''-as St. 
John Chrysostom spoke of him-was Bishop of Antioch during the 
reign of the wicked Emperor Numerian. This Numerian concluded a 
peace treaty with a barbarian king, who was more noble and peace-
loving than he. As a sign of his sincere desire for a lasting peace, the 
barbarian king gave his young son to be brought up and educated in 
Numerian's court. One day Numerian stabbed this innocent boy to 

death with his own hands, and offered him as a sacrifice to the idols. Still hot from the 
crime and the innocent blood, this criminal with an emperor's crown went to a 
Christian church to see what was going on there. St. Babylas was at prayer with the 
people, and heard that the emperor had come with his retinue and desired to enter the 
church. Babylas interrupted the service, went out in front of the church, and told the 



emperor that as he was an idolater he could not enter the holy temple where the one, 
true God was glorified. In a homily about Babylas, St. John Chrysostom said: ``Who 
else in the world would he fear-he who, with such authority, repulsed the emperor?… 
By this, he taught emperors not to overreach their authority beyond the measure given 
to them by God, and he also showed the clergy how to use their own authority.'' The 
shamed emperor turned back, but planned revenge. The following day, he summoned 
Babylas and berated him, urging him to offer sacrifice to the idols, which, of course, 
the saint steadfastly refused to do. The emperor then bound Babylas and cast him into 
prison. The emperor also tortured three children: Urban, age twelve, Prilidian, age nine, 
and Hippolinus, age seven. Babylas was their spiritual father and teacher, and they, out 
of love for him, had not run away. They were the sons of Christodula, an honorable 
Christian woman who had herself suffered for Christ. The emperor first ordered that 
each child be beaten with a number of blows corresponding to his years, and then had 
them cast into prison. He finally had all three beheaded with the sword. The chained 
Babylas was present at the beheading of the children and encouraged them. After that, 
he laid his own honorable head under the sword. He was buried in his chains by the 
Christians, in the same grave as those three wondrous children, as he had willed before 
his martyrdom. Their holy souls flew off to their heavenly habitation, while their 
miracle-working relics remained for the benefit of the faithful, as a constant witness to 
their heroism in the Faith. They suffered in about the year 250. 
   The Prologue from Ohrid 
   © Serbian Orthodox Church Diocese of Western America 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Joshua, an Old Testament Saint 
September 1 is the first day of the Orthodox Church calendar. On this day we 
remember Joshua, the son of Nun, who succeeded Moses as Israel's leader and 
took the people into the Promised Land. The Book of Joshua describes his 

exploits as commander of the armies of Israel that marched 
into Canaan and followed God's instructions: "But in the 
cities...that the Lord your God gives you for an inheritance, 
you shall save alive nothing that breathes, but you shall 
utterly destroy them, the Amorites, the Canaanites and the 
Perizzites, the Hivites and the Jebusites...that they may not 
teach you their abominable practices which they have done 

in the service of their gods" (Deuteronomy 20: 16-18a).  
 

Some commentators see these verses as examples of the "bloodthirsty" Old Testament 
God who is so different from the merciful God of the New Testament that they can 
hardly be the same deity. Joshua, to these commentators, is a killer and no hero. 
 

But archaeological research has shown that the Canaanite civilization was deeply 
decadent. Child sacrifice, sexual perversion and gruesome cruelty to slaves and 
conquered enemies were common. We know that the Israelites were susceptible to the 
influence of their neighbors. For example, they wanted a king, as we read in I Samuel 8: 
5, because all the other nations had kings. There was a real danger of Canaanite 
practices and attitudes infecting and eventually consuming Israel, a danger that Canaan 
might "teach you their abominable practices."  
 

The Canaanites had had plenty of warning about what Israel could do. We know this 
from the words of Rahab, a harlot who lived in the big Canaanite city of Jericho and 
who had sheltered the two spies Joshua sent to "spy out" the land before Israel 

attacked. (The fall of Jericho is famously described in Joshua 6:20). Rahab says, "For 
we have heard how the Lord dried up the water of the Red Sea before you when you 
came out of Egypt, and what you did to the two kings of the Amorites that were 
beyond the Jordan, to Sihon and Og, whom you utterly destroyed" (2: 10). She asks 
Joshua to let her family escape, and he honors his promise to do so. Hebrews 11:31 
mentions Rahab as a woman of faith who "did not perish with those who were 
disobedient." Unlike the repentant Ninevites in the Book of Jonah, the disobedient 
Canaanites chose not to change their ways.  
 

Joshua saw his duty to God in total obedience. He seems to acknowledge, speaking 
shortly before he dies, that it is not always an easy choice to obey God. But his own 
decision is unequivocal: "And if you be unwilling to serve the Lord, choose this day 
whom you will serve, whether the gods your fathers served in the region beyond the 
River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you dwell; but as for me and my 
house, we will serve the Lord" (24: 15). 
 

This weekly bulletin insert complements the curriculum published by the Department of 
Christian Education of the Orthodox Church in America. This and many other Christian 
Education resources are available at http://dce.oca. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 
 

Please contact Fr. Daniel Hickman for all pastoral issues, hospital visits, 
emergencies, etc. Please keep him abreast of any issues that come up.  
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