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July 11, 2021 – 3rd Sunday after Pentecost – Tone 2 
Greatmartyr Euphemia the All-praised  

 

Romans 5:1-10 (Epistle) 
Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, through whom also we have access by faith into this grace in which we 
stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God. And not only that, but we also glory in 
tribulations, knowing that tribulation produces perseverance; and perseverance, 
character; and character, hope. Now hope does not disappoint, because the love of 
God has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us. For 
when we were still without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly. For 
scarcely for a righteous man will one die; yet perhaps for a good man someone would 
even dare to die. But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were 
still sinners, Christ died for us. Much more then, having now been justified by His 
blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him. For if when we were enemies we 
were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been 
reconciled, we shall be saved by His life. 
 

Matthew 6:22-33 (Gospel) 
The lamp of the body is the eye. If therefore your eye is good, your whole body will be 
full of light. But if your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If 
therefore the light that is in you is darkness, how great is that darkness! No one can 
serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or else he will be 
loyal to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon.   
Therefore I say to you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will 
drink; nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food and the 
body more than clothing? Look at the birds of the air, for they neither sow nor reap 
nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value 
than they? Which of you by worrying can add one cubit to his stature? So why do you 
worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil 
nor spin; and yet I say to you that even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like 
one of these. Now if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is, and 
tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will He not much more clothe you, O you of little 
faith? Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or 
‘What shall we wear?’ For after all these things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly 
Father knows that you need all these things. But seek first the kingdom of God and 
His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ServiceS & eventS thiS Week  
 

July 10, Saturday  Ladies Outing Baby Shower   10:00 a.m. 
   at Choices Women's Clinic   
                                       Great Vespers       5:00 p.m. 
 

July 11, Sunday Hours       9:10 a.m. 

   Divine Liturgy       9:30 a.m. 
   Russian Choir Concert    4:00 p.m. 
 

July 17, Saturday Great Vespers       5:00 p.m. 
 

July 18, Sunday Hours       9:10 a.m. 
   Divine Liturgy       9:30 a.m. 

 

 

to all our visitors and guests who have participated in our 
celebration of the Divine Liturgy this morning! While Holy 
Communion may only be received by prepared Orthodox 
Christians, our non-Orthodox guests are welcome to join 
with us. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

reminderS & AnnouncementS 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Upcoming Events 
 

July 10, Saturday 10:30 a.m. - Ladies Outing Baby Shower at Choices Women's 
Clinic, 1851 W. Colonial Drive, Orlando, FL 32804. 
 

Aug. 3, Tuesday 6:30 p.m. - Youth Group. 
 

Aug. 5, Thursday 7:00 p.m. - Great Vespers for the Transfiguration. 
 

Aug. 6, Friday 9:30 a.m. - Divine Litugy for the Transfiguration. 
 

Aug. 12, Thursday 6:30 p.m. - Parish Council Meeting. 
 

Aug. 17, Tuesday 6:30 p.m. - Youth Group. 
 

Aug. 22, Sunday 6:00 p.m. - Church Social at the home of Dr. Mulugeta Fissha 
& Dr. Semhal Abbay, 5034 Maple Glen Pl, Sanford, FL 32771. 
 

Aug. 31, Tuesday 6:30 p.m. - Youth Group. 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
   



________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Please Include These Our Brothers And Sisters In Your Daily Prayers: 
Those in need Fred Allegro, Janet Altenhoff, Demetra (Bernardi), George Dimas, 
Barry Gursky, Pam (Hickman), Angelina Keiser, Robert Kindell, Christine Kindell, 
Anna Colon Lopez, Evdokia Malanowski, Ted Malanowski, Chris (Malanowski), Mike 
(Marcantelli), Elvira (Muresanu), Mariana Muresanu, Victor (Muresanu), Gregory 
Nescott' Livia (Nescott), Elizabeth (Nethery), Jennifer (Nethery), Joel (Nethery), David 
Petutsky, Jean Petutsky, Christina (Popsuy), Lenore (Prawlocki), David (Reudelhuber), 
John (Russell), Timothy (Sills), Kathryn (Stachow), Anna (Torres), Military servers: 
Mark Popsuy, Nursing Home: Angelina Keiser, Home Bound: Sonya Berzenic, 
Expectant Mothers: Cecelia Engelhard, Mat. Yana Syrkin, Leidy Matos, Gabriela 
Canosa, Samantha Brown, Newly Departed: David (Montague), Eugene.Beiner, Judy 
(Webster), Nicholas (Homiak). 
 

Please let Father know if there is anyone you would like to have prayed for and added to 
this list . Please use this list in your daily prayers to remember those in need, and the 
faithful departed. Cards and well wishes can be sent to anyone on the list. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

BirthdAyS  July 11 – July 17 
12th Sandra Todd-Atkinson 
13th Amanda Concelman 
13th Bart Gursky 
16th Christopher Murphy 
17th Giovanni Laos 

AnniverSArieS  July 11 – July 17 
11th Dr. Dimitry & Katherine Palceski 

mAy God GrAnt them mAny yeArS! 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Greatmartyr Euphemia the All-praised – Celebrated July 11 
 Saint Euphemia is commemorated on September 16, the 
day on which she was martyred. On this day, however, is 
commemorated the miracle surrounding her honorable 
relics, which was manifested at the time of the Fourth 
Ecumenical Council in Chalcedon. This Council was 
convened during the reign of Emperor Marcian and the 
Empress Pulcheria in the year 451 A.D., after the death of 
Emperor Theodosius the Younger. The reason for 
summoning this Council was the heresy of Dioscorus, the 

Patriarch of Alexandria and Eutyches, an Archimandrite from Constantinople, who 
spread the false teaching that in Christ the Lord there were not two natures, divine and 
human, but only one, a divine nature. At this Council Anatolius, Patriarch of 
Constantinople, and Juvenal, Patriarch of Jerusalem, played the most prominent roles. 
Because a conclusion could not be reached through debates and testimonies from 
either side, Patriarch Anatolius motioned that the Orthodox and the heretics write 
down their confessions of faith and then place them in the sarcophagus where the 
relics of St. Euphemia reposed. They all agreed to this. Therefore, the two confessions 
of faith were written and placed on the bosom of the great female martyr. The 
sarcophagus was closed, sealed with the emperor's seal and military guards were 
appointed. All of them spent three days in prayer and fasting. When they opened the 
sarcophagus on the fourth day, they saw the Orthodox confession of faith in the right 

hand of the saint and the heretical confession of faith under her feet. Thus the dispute, 
through the power of God, was decided in favor of Orthodoxy. During the reign of 
Emperor Heraclius, the relics of St. Euphemia were translated from Chalcedon to 
Constantinople to the church dedicated to her near the Hippodrome. The iconoclastic 
Emperor Leo the Isaurian ordered that these relics be tossed into the sea but, in a 
miraculous manner, the sarcophagus was translated to the island of Lemnos and placed 
in the church of the great female martyr Glyceria. Then, during the reign of the 
Empress Irene, the sarcophagus with the relics of St. Euphemia was again returned to 
Constantinople to its former place. Blood flowed from these relics from time to time 
which helped those who were ill or in misery. 
   The Prologue from Ohrid 
   © Serbian Orthodox Church Diocese of Western America 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Martyrs Proclus and Hilarius of Ancyra – Celebrated July 12 
These holy martyrs were born in Kallippi in Asia and Proclus was 
the uncle of Hilarius. They were martyred during the reign of 
Trajan. "What is your lineage?" the judge inquired of Proclus. 
Proclus answered: "My lineage is Christ and my hope is my 
God." When the judge threatened him with tortures, Proclus 
said: "When you are afraid to transgress the orders of the 
emperor in order not to fall into temporal sufferings, how much 
more are we Christians afraid to transgress the commandment of 
God so that we may not fall into eternal sufferings!" While they 

were torturing Proclus, Hilarius came before the judge and said: "I also am a 
Christian!" After much suffering, they were both sentenced to death: Proclus was 
crucified on a cross and Hilarius was beheaded. Both entered into the joy of their Lord.   
   The Prologue from Ohrid 
   © Serbian Orthodox Church Diocese of Western America 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Apostle Aquila of the Seventy - Celebrated July 14 
Aquila was one of the Seventy Apostles. As a Jew, he first lived in 
Italy with his wife Priscilla. When Emperor Claudius decreed that 
all Jews be driven from Rome and Italy, Aquila settled in Cornith, 
where the Apostle Paul met him for the first time and remained in 
his home for a year and a half and baptized him and his wife. 
Burning with zeal for the Faith of Christ, Aquila and Priscilla 
escorted Paul to Ephesus and assisted him in his apostolic labors. 
Paul wrote his first Epistle to the Corinthians from Ephesus in 

which, toward the end, he says: "Aquila and Priscilla salute you much in the Lord, with 
the Church that is their house" (1 Corinthians 16:19). After the death of Emperor 
Claudius, the Jews were permitted to return to Italy, and so Aquila and Priscilla 
returned to Rome. After this the Apostle Paul writing the Epistle to the Romans from 
Cornith, greets his old friends and his co-laborers: "Greet Priscilla and Aquila my 
helpers in Christ Jesus; who have for my life laid down their own necks: unto whom 
not only I give thanks, but also all the churches of the Gentiles" (Romans 16: 3-4). 
Later on, we see Aquila in Ephesus where he labors together with St. Timothy the 
Apostle. Chained in Rome, Paul writes to Timothy in Ephesus: "Salute Priscilla and 
Aquila" (2 Timothy 4:19). As a bishop, Aquila baptized many and illumined them with 
the Faith, destroyed idols, built churches, ordained priests and spread the glory of the 



Incarnate Son of God among men. In the end, he was murdered by the wicked 
heathens and took up habitation in the Kingdom of Christ. 
   The Prologue from Ohrid 
   © Serbian Orthodox Church Diocese of Western America 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Equal of the Apostles Great Prince Vladimir, in Holy Baptism 
Basil, the Enlightener of the Russian Land – Celebrated July 15 

At baptism Vladimir was called Basil and was the son of Prince 
Svyatoslav, and the grandson of Igor and Olga. In the beginning 
Vladimir was a total pagan both in his belief and in his lifestyle. 
Learning that other faiths exist, he carefully began to inquire as to 
which of them was the very best. For this reason he sent emissaries 
to Constantinople. When the emissaries returned they informed the 
prince that they attended a service in the Orthodox Church of the 
Divine Wisdom and that they were "outside themselves, not 

knowing whether they were on earth or in heaven." This inspired Vladimir to be 
baptized and to baptize his people. The main idol, Perun, was removed from the hill of 
Kiev and hurled into the Dnieper river. After embracing the Christian Faith, Vladimir 
completely changed his life and exerted all of his efforts to correctly fulfill all the rules 
of this Faith. In place of the destroyed idols, Vladimir ordered churches to be built 
throughout his state and he built a beautiful church to the All-Holy Mother of God in 
Kiev. This church was built on the same spot where St. Theodore and his son, John, 
earlier suffered martyrdom for Christ (July 12). With that same irresistible effort with 
which Vladimir earlier protected idolatry, he now spread Christianity. He found repose 
in the Lord in the year 1015 A.D. 
   The Prologue from Ohrid 
   © Serbian Orthodox Church Diocese of Western America 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Virginmartyr Julia of Carthage Celebrated July 16 
Julia was born in Carthage of distinguished lineage. When the 
Persians captured Carthage many people were taken into slavery. 
Saint Julia was captured, enslaved and fell into the hands of a 
merchant in Syria. That merchant was a pagan. Seeing that Julia was a 
Christian, he counseled her on many occasions to deny Christ and 
become one in faith with him but Julia could never agree to this. 
Since Julia was faithful and trustworthy in service, the merchant left 
her in peace and did not speak to her about faith again. On one 

occasion, the merchant loaded the boat with goods and took Julia along with him and 
sailed to distant lands on business. When they arrived at Corsica, there was a pagan 
feast and the merchant joined in this blasphemous offering of sacrifice but Julia 
remained aboard the boat weeping because so many men lived in foolish error and did 
not know the truth. Somehow the pagans found out about her, removed her from the 
boat, even though her master objected to this, and then began to brutally torture her. 
They severed her breasts and threw them on a rock and, after that, they crucified her 
on a cross, upon which St. Julia gave up her soul to God. Her death was revealed by an 
angel of God to the monks on the nearby island of Margarita or Gorgona and the 
monks came and honorably buried the body of the martyr. Many miracles appeared at 
the grave of St. Julia throughout the centuries and from the other world she herself 
appeared to some. She suffered honorably in the sixth century. After many years, the 
faithful wanted to erect a new church in another place in honor of St. Julia because the 

old church had become too small and dilapidated. Therefore, they gathered building 
material on a new site: stone, bricks, sand and all else that is required. It so happened 
that at night, on the eve of the day when they intended to lay the foundation, all of this 
material was moved to the site of the old church by an invisible hand. In confusion, the 
men again carried the materials to the new site but the same thing happened again: the 
material was removed to the old site alongside the old church. The night watchman 
saw a young maiden "all aglow" on white oxen, carrying the material to the old church. 
From this everyone understood that St. Julia did not wish that her church be built in 
another place, so they demolished the old church and on that same site built a new 
one.   
   The Prologue from Ohrid 
   © Serbian Orthodox Church Diocese of Western America 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Greatmartyr Marina (Margaret) - Celebrated July 17 
Marina was born in Pisidian, Antioch of pagan parents. At the 
age of twelve Marina learned about the Lord Jesus Christ; how 
He became incarnate of the All-Pure Virgin, how He worked 
many miracles, how He suffered death on the Cross and 
gloriously resurrected. Her young heart became inflamed with 
love for the Lord and she vowed that she would never marry and 
further desired in her soul to suffer for Christ and to be baptized 
in the blood of martyrdom. Her father hated her because of her 
faith and did not consider her as his daughter. The imperial 
deputy Olymbrius, learning from Marina that she was a Christian, 

first wished that she would become his wife. When Marina rejected that he ordered her 
to bow down before the idols and to that St. Marina replied: "I will not bow down nor 
offer sacrifice to the breathless and dead idols who do not recognize themselves nor do 
they know that we honor or dishonor them. I will not give them that honor which 
belongs only to my Creator." Then Olymbrius subjected Marina to harsh torture and 
threw her into prison completely covered with wounds and blood. While in prison 
Marina prayed to God and, after prayer, the devil appeared to her under the guise of a 
horrible serpent which entwined itself around her head. When she made the sign of the 
cross the serpent burst and vanished. Then she was engulfed with a heavenly light and 
it seemed to her that the walls of the prison vanished together with the roof and a 
radiant and towering cross appeared and atop the cross a white dove, from which a 
voice came saying: "Rejoice Marina, rational [discerning] dove of Christ, daughter of 
Zion in the highest, for your day of rejoicing has arrived." Marina was healed from all 
her wounds and pains by the power of God. The demented judge tortured her the 
following day, both in fire and in water, but Marina endured all as though she were in 
another body. Finally he condemned her to be beheaded. Before her death the Lord 
Jesus appeared to her with angels. She was beheaded during the reign of Diocletian but 
in soul and power she remained alive in the heavens and on earth. A hand of St. 
Marina reposes in the Monastery of Vatopedi on Mt. Athos. However, atop Mt. Langa 
in Albania overlooking Lake Ohrid, there is a monastery dedicated to St. Marina with a 
portion of her miraculous relics. Countless miracles have occurred and still occur in 
this monastery, whose witnesses are not only Christians but many Muslims as well. So 
much did the Turks have respect for this holy place that they never dared disturb either 
this holy place or the property of this monastery. At one time a Turk was the guardian 
of the monastery.     



   The Prologue from Ohrid 
   © Serbian Orthodox Church Diocese of Western America 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Saint Paul Thanks the Women 
During recent decades, some feminist Bible scholars 
insisted that Saint Paul had changed Christianity from 
something good for women to something very bad. 
 

These feminist scholars said that Jesus Christ brought a brand 
new teaching to the world: that men and women are truly equal, 
especially in the sight of God. But Saint Paul, they said, had used 
his vast influence and powers of persuasion to change that 
teaching. He believed and taught that women are inferior to men, 
as they had always been. 

 

Most scholars now agree that Paul did not put women down in his thought and 
writing, and on July 15th we read a passage that shows his respect for women. Paul's 
Letter to the Romans 16: 1-16 is a series of his greetings to people he had met and 
worked with. He is grateful to all these people, considers them as co-laborers in the 
field, and thanks the Lord for their presence in his life. Ten of them are women. 
 

We know little about several of them, but about others there is information. The first 
one named is Phoebe, and Paul indicates that she has been important in his ministry as 
a deaconess and "a helper of many and of myself as well." Phoebe may have been able 
to help Paul and others financially, but she also had a prominent position as a 
community leader. In the prayers of the Orthodox Church for the ordination of a 
female deacon, Phoebe is named as an example of a woman who dedicates herself to 
God's service. 
 

Prisca, sometimes called Priscilla, appears in this passage and in five other places in the 
New Testament. As a Jew, she did not have an easy life. Expelled from Rome as all 
Jews were by the emperor Claudius, she went with her husband Aquila to Corinth, 
where they met Paul. Her life was not one of leisure or ease. Like Paul, she and Aquila 
were tentmakers, a craft that required both rough labor and skill. But their marriage 
must have been strong, for she and Aquila are always mentioned together. She also had 
an excellent education in Scripture, and with her husband became a teacher and 
missionary. 
 

Paul refers to two women who may have been sisters, Tryphosa and Tryphaena, as 
"workers in the Lord." Though we don't know what they did, the term he applies to 
them is one of praise and special recognition. Another woman, Persis, is described with 
even stronger words as having "worked hard in the Lord." Paul obviously must have 
considered Persis to be a close companion, but he takes care to be courteous in the 
way he speaks about her. He refers to some of the men he is greeting as "my beloved" 
but he calls Persis "the beloved" so as not to suggest an inappropriately intimate 
relationship. 
 

These verses give us few details about the women, and some are mentioned but 
unnamed. But they were precious to Paul, as he knew they were to the Lord they all 
served. 
 

This weekly bulletin insert complements the curriculum published by the Department of 
Christian Education of the Orthodox Church in America. This and many other Christian 
Education resources are available at http://dce.oca. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Please contact Fr. Daniel Hickman for all pastoral issues, hospital visits, 
emergencies, etc. Please keep him abreast of any issues that come up.  
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