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July 4, 2021 – 2nd Sunday after Pentecost – Tone 1 
Synaxis of All Saints of America 
St. Andrew, Archbishop of Crete  

 

Romans 2:10-16 (Epistle) 
But glory, honor, and peace to everyone who works what is good, to the Jew first and 
also to the Greek. For there is no partiality with God. For as many as have sinned 
without law will also perish without law, and as many as have sinned in the law will be 
judged by the law (for not the hearers of the law are just in the sight of God, but the 
doers of the law will be justified; for when Gentiles, who do not have the law, by 
nature do the things in the law, these, although not having the law, are a law to 
themselves, who show the work of the law written in their hearts, their conscience also 
bearing witness, and between themselves their thoughts accusing or else excusing 
them) in the day when God will judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ, according to 
my gospel. 
 

Hebrews 11:33-12:2 (Epistle, Saints) 
Who through faith subdued kingdoms, worked righteousness, obtained promises, 
stopped the mouths of lions, quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the 
sword, out of weakness were made strong, became valiant in battle, turned to flight the 
armies of the aliens. Women received their dead raised to life again. Others were 
tortured, not accepting deliverance, that they might obtain a better resurrection.     Still 
others had trial of mockings and scourgings, yes, and of chains and imprisonment. 
They were stoned, they were sawn in two, were tempted, were slain with the sword. 
They wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins, being destitute, afflicted, tormented 
–  of whom the world was not worthy. They wandered in deserts and mountains, in 
dens and caves of the earth. And all these, having obtained a good testimony through 
faith, did not receive the promise, God having provided something better for us, that 
they should not be made perfect apart from us. Therefore we also, since we are 
surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin 
which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, 
looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set 
before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand 
of the throne of God. 
 

Matthew 4:18-23 (Gospel) 
And Jesus, walking by the Sea of Galilee, saw two brothers, Simon called Peter, and 
Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea; for they were fishermen. Then He said 
to them, “Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men.” They immediately left their 
nets and followed Him. Going on from there, He saw two other brothers, James the 
son of Zebedee, and John his brother, in the boat with Zebedee their father, mending 
their nets. He called them, and immediately they left the boat and their father, and 
followed Him. And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, 

preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing all kinds of sickness and all kinds of 
disease among the people. 
 

Matthew 4:25-5:12 (Gospel, Saints) 
Great multitudes followed Him – from Galilee, and from Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea, 
and beyond the Jordan. And seeing the multitudes, He went up on a mountain, and 
when He was seated His disciples came to Him. Then He opened His mouth and 
taught them, saying: Blessed are the poor in spirit, For theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
Blessed are those who mourn, For they shall be comforted. Blessed are the meek, For 
they shall inherit the earth. Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 
For they shall be filled. Blessed are the merciful, For they shall obtain mercy. Blessed 
are the pure in heart, For they shall see God. Blessed are the peacemakers, For they 
shall be called sons of God. Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ 
sake, For theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are you when they revile and 
persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you falsely for My sake. Rejoice and be 
exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven, for so they persecuted the 
prophets who were before you. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ServiceS & eventS thiS Week  
 

July 3, Saturday Great Vespers       5:00 p.m. 
 

July 4, Sunday  Hours       9:10 a.m. 
   Divine Liturgy       9:30 a.m. 
 

July 6, Tuesday        Youth Group        6:30 p.m. 
 

July 8, Thursday     Parish Council Meeting    6:30 p.m. 
 

July 10, Saturday  Baby Shower     10:00 a.m. 
   at Choices Women's Clinic   
                                       Great Vespers       5:00 p.m. 
 

July 11, Sunday Hours       9:10 a.m. 
   Divine Liturgy       9:30 a.m. 

 

 

to all our visitors and guests who have participated in our 
celebration of the Divine Liturgy this morning! While Holy 
Communion may only be received by prepared Orthodox 
Christians, our non-Orthodox guests are welcome to join 
with us. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

reminderS & AnnouncementS 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_ 

 Congratulations to His Grace, Bishop Gerasim (Eliel) 
on his  Episcopal Ordination and Enthronement of 
to be Bishop of Ft. Worth, TX, Auxiliary to His 
Eminence Archbishop Alexander! 
Axios! Axios! Axios! 



_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Upcoming Events 
 

July 6, Tuesday 6:30 p.m. – Youth Group. 
 

July 8, Thursday 6:30 p.m. – Parish Council Meeting 

 

July 10, Saturday 10 a.m. – Baby Shower at Choices Women's Clinic 
 

July 11, Sunday 5 – 7 p.m.  - Russian Choir Concert of sacred music. Free 
admission. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Please Include These Our Brothers And Sisters In Your Daily Prayers: 
Those in need Fred Allegro, Janet Altenhoff, Demetra (Bernardi), Marsha (Brown). 
Tess (Brown), George Dimas, Barry Gursky, Pam (Hickman), Angelina Keiser, Robert 
Kindell, Christine Kindell, Anna Colon Lopez, Evdokia Malanowski, Ted Malanowski, 
Chris (Malanowski), Mike (Marcantelli), Elvira (Muresanu), Mariana Muresanu, Victor 
(Muresanu), Gregory Nescott' Livia (Nescott), Elizabeth (Nethery), Jennifer (Nethery), 
Joel (Nethery), David Petutsky, Jean Petutsky, Christina (Popsuy), Lenore (Prawlocki), 
David (Reudelhuber), John (Russell), Timothy (Sills), Kathryn (Stachow), Anna 
(Torres), Military servers: Mark Popsuy, Nursing Home: Angelina Keiser, Home 
Bound: Sonya Berzenic, Expectant Mothers: Cecelia Engelhard, Mat. Yana Syrkin, 
Leidy Matos, Gabriela Canosa, Newly Departed: David (Montague), Eugene.Beiner, 
Judy (Webster), Nicholas (Homiak). 
 

Please let Father know if there is anyone you would like to have prayed for and added to 
this list . Please use this list in your daily prayers to remember those in need, and the 
faithful departed. Cards and well wishes can be sent to anyone on the list. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

BirthdAyS  July 4– July 10 
4th Alyssa Kosareva 
7th Vasily Maltseva 
7th Jeffery Mixon 

AnniverSArieS  July 4– July 10 
5th Fr. Deacon Mark & Susan Reudelhuber 
7th Mark & Elizabeth Busch 
7th Gust & Ann Marie Mecera 
9th Noel & Bertina Busch 

mAy God GrAnt them mAny yeArS! 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Synaxis of All Saints of America 
On the second Sunday after Pentecost, each local Orthodox 
Church commemorates all the saints, known and unknown, who 
have shone forth in its territory. Accordingly, the Orthodox 
Church in America remembers the saints of North America on this 
day. We also honor those saints who are known only to God, and 
have not been recognized officially by the Church. As we 
contemplate the lives of these saints, let us remember that we are 
also called by God to a life of holiness. 
http://ocafs.oca.org/FeastSaintsViewer.asp?SID=4&ID=1&FSID=49 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
St. Andrew, Archbishop of Crete – Celebrated July 4 

Andrew was born in Damascus of Christian parents, and he was 
mute from birth until the age of seven. When his parents 
brought him to church and he received Holy Communion, he 
began to speak. Such is the power of Divine and Holy 
Communion. At age fourteen, Andrew went to Jerusalem and 
was tonsured in the Lavra of St. Sabas the Sanctified. By virtue 
of his understanding and asceticism, he surpassed many of the 
older monks and was an example to them. After a while the 
patriarch took him as his personal secretary. When the 

Monothelite heresy--which held that the Lord Jesus did not possess a human will, 
but only a divine will--began to rage, the Sixth Ecumenical Council was convened 
in Constantinople, in the year 681 A.D. during the reign of Constantine IV [Bearded 
One]. Theodore, the Patriarch of Jerusalem, was unable to attend the council but 
sent Andrew (at the time an archdeacon) as his representative. There, Andrew 
displayed his splendid gifts, his oratory, his zeal for the Faith, and his rare prudence. 
Having assisted in strengthening the Orthodox Faith, Andrew returned to his duties 
in Jerusalem. Later, he was elected and installed as the Archbishop of the Island of 
Crete. As archbishop, he was greatly loved by the people. Andrew was very zealous 
for Orthodoxy and vehemently resisted all heresies. Through his prayers he worked 
miracles, including driving the Saracens from the Island of Crete. Andrew wrote 
many books of instruction, hymns and canons, of which the most renowned is the 
Great Canon of repentance, read on the Thursday of the fifth week of the Great 
Lenten Season. His outward appearance was such that, "seeing his face and hearing 
his words flowing like honey, everyone found delight and mended their ways." 
Finally, while returning from a sea journey to Constantinople, Andrew foretold that 
his death would occur before he arrived in Crete. And so it happened. As the ship 
sailed near the island of Mitylene, this beacon of the Church finished his earthly life 
and his soul took up habitation in the Kingdom of Christ, in the year 721 A.D. 
   The Prologue from Ohrid 
   © Serbian Orthodox Church Diocese of Western America 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Venerable Martha – Celebrated July 4 
Martha was the mother of St. Simeon of the Wonderful 
Mountain (May 24). Dedicated with all her soul to the Faith, she 
did not think of marriage. When her parents betrothed her to a 
young man, Martha thought of leaving the home of her parents 
and to withdrew from the world. But, St. John the Baptist 
appeared to Martha and counseled her to fulfill the will of her 
parents and to enter into marriage, which she did. From this 
marital union, the glorious saint, Simeon of the Wonderful 
Mountain was born. She had the regular habit of rising at midnight 
for prayer. With great charity, she helped the needy and 

misfortunate, visited the poor, the orphaned and attended the sick. A year before her 
death she saw many angels with candles in their hands and, from them, learned the 
time of her death. Learning of this, Martha with even greater zeal dedicated herself to 
prayer and good works. She died peacefully in the year 551 A.D. and was buried in the 



proximity of her son, Simeon the Stylite. After her death, she appeared many times for 
the purpose of instructing mankind and for the sake of healing the sick. Recorded as 
her most significant appearance was the one to the abbot of Simeon's monastery. 
Following the burial of St. Martha, the abbot placed a votive candle on her grave with 
the understanding that it should never be extinguished. Then the abbot became ill and 
the saintly Martha appeared to him and said: "Why do you not burn a votive candle on 
my grave? Know that I am not in need of the light from your candle since I have been 
made worthy before God, the Eternal Heavenly Light, but it is needed for you. So 
when you burn a light on my grave, you entreat me to pray to the Lord for you." It is 
obvious from this that the goal of our veneration for the saints is to entreat them as 
those worthier than us to pray to God for us and for our salvation. 
   The Prologue from Ohrid 
   © Serbian Orthodox Church Diocese of Western America 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Icon of the Mother of God "Our Lady of Sitka"  - Celebrated July 8 
The Sitka Icon of the Mother of God Located at the Cathedral of 
St Michael the Archangel in Sitka, Alaska is one of the most revered 
Icons in North America: the Sitka Mother of God. 
 

This Icon has been attributed to a famous Iconographer, Vladimir 
Lukich Borovikovsky (1758-1826), a protégé of the Empress 
Catherine II who was instructed at the Academy of Arts in St 
Petersburg, Russia. In addition to being a great portrait painter, 
Borovikovsky also painted many of the Icons for the Cathedral of 
the Kazan Icon in St Petersburg. 
 

Painted in the style of the Kazan Mother of God Icon, on canvas, 
the Sitka Mother of God Icon is 36 x 17½ inches in size. An 
exceptionally beautiful and detailed riza of silver covers the Icon of 

the Theotokos and Christ child, and the Image of God the Father blessing from above. 
 

The Cathedral received the Icon as a gift from the laborers of the Russian American 
Company in 1850, two years after the Cathedral was completed. Even with their 
meager wages, these men generously made their contribution to the Church. 
 

Miracles have been attributed to the Sitka Mother of God Icon over the years. It is 
believed that the gaze of the eyes of the Theotokos have led to the restored health of 
those who prayed before the Icon. 
 

Because of the peaceful gaze of the Theotokos, the Icon has been described as a "pearl 
of Russian ecclesiastical art of ineffable gentleness, purity and harmony…." And 
"…the most beautiful face of the Mother of God with the Divine Child in her arms is 
so delicately and artistically done that the more one looks at it the more difficult it is to 
tear one’s gaze away." 
 

Originally part of the main Iconostasis at the Cathedral of St Michael the Archangel in 
Sitka, Alaska, the Icon is now permanently located on the far left side of the 
Iconostasis in a special place of honor. 

http://ocafs.oca.org/FeastSaintsViewer.asp?SID=4&ID=1&FSID=101965 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Greatmartyr Procopius – Celebrated July 8 
Procopius was born in Jerusalem of a father who was a Christian and a mother who 
was a pagan. At first, his name was Neanias. Following the death of his father, the 
mother raised her son completely in the spirit of Roman idolatry. When Neanias 

matured, Emperor Diocletian saw him and, at once, took a liking to 
him and brought him to his palace for military service. When this 
nefarious emperor began to persecute Christians, he ordered 
Neanias to go to Alexandria with a garrison of soldiers and there to 
exterminate the Christians. But, on the road, something happened to 
Neanias similar to that which happened to Saul [Paul]. In the third 
hour of the night there was a strong earthquake and, at that moment, 
the Lord appeared to him and a voice was heard: "Neanias, where 
are you going and against whom are you rising up?" In great fear, 

Neanias asked: "Who are You Lord? I am unable to recognize You." At that moment, 
a glowing cross as if of crystal appeared in the air and from the cross there came a 
voice saying: "I am Jesus, the crucified Son of God." And further, the Lord said to him: 
"By this sign that you saw, conquer your enemies and My peace will be with you." That 
experience completely turned him around and changed the life of Commander 
Neanias. He issued an order to make the same kind of cross which he saw and instead 
of going against the Christians he, with his soldiers, turned against the Agarians who 
were attacking Jerusalem. He entered Jerusalem as a victor and declared to his mother 
that he is a Christian. Being brought before the court, Neanias removed his 
commander's belt and sword and tossed them before the judge thereby showing that 
he is only a soldier of Christ the King. After great tortures he was cast into prison 
where the Lord Christ, again, appeared to him, baptized him and gave him the name 
Procopius. One day twelve women appeared before his prison window and said to 
him: "We too are the servants of Christ." Accused of this they were thrown into the 
same prison where St. Procopius taught them the Faith of Christ and particularly about 
how they will receive the martyr's wreath. For that reason in the marriage ritual of the 
betrothed, St. Procopius is mentioned along with the God-crowned Emperor 
Constantine and Empress Helena. After this, those twelve women were brutally 
tortured. Witnessing their suffering and bravery, the mother of Procopius also believed 
in Christ and all thirteen were slain. When St. Procopius was led to the scaffold, he 
raised his hands toward the east and prayed to God for all the poor and misfortunate, 
orphans and widows and especially for the Holy Church that it may grow and spread 
and that Orthodoxy shine to the end of time. And to Procopius there was a reply from 
heaven that his prayers were heard after which he joyfully laid his head under the 
sword and went to his Lord in eternal joy. St. Procopius honorably suffered in 
Caesarea in Palestine and was crowned with the glorious wreath of immortality on July 
8, 303 A.D.   
   The Prologue from Ohrid 
   © Serbian Orthodox Church Diocese of Western America 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Repenting is Not Just Lamenting 
On July 4th and 5th we read Jesus' description of John the 
Baptist in Matthew 11: 2-20. He calls John "more than a 
prophet" and says John is the "messenger" written about 
by the prophet Malachi. Jesus goes on to "upbraid the cities 
where most of His mighty works had been done, because 
they did not repent." 
 

That word "repent" is often associated with John, who began his 
ministry with the same words Jesus used as He started to 
minister: "Repent, for the Kingdom of God is at hand!" If you 



asked a number of people what the word "repent" means, and what Jesus Christ and 
John were calling their hearers to do, several answers would probably be offered. 
 

Some people believe that the word "repent" is a warning that we need to change our 
ways not out of love and respect for God, but in order to escape the punishment that 
He has vengefully planned for those who fall into sin. Others would say that to repent 
is to acknowledge that we are hopelessly entangled in sin, with no means of escaping 
the wrath of our angry Maker. 
 

Bishop Kallistos Ware writes about the Orthodox experience of repentance in the first 
volume of his collected works, entitled "The Inner Kingdom." There he reminds 
readers that a view of repentance which only involves lamentation, despair, or fear of 
God's retribution is at best incomplete and at worst seriously wrong. He writes, "To 
repent is to look, not downward at my own shortcomings but upward at God's love; 
not backward with self-reproach, but forward with trustfulness. It is to see, not what I 
have failed to be, but what by the grace of God I can yet become." 
 

Bishop Kallistos stresses the fact that God wants to forgive, not punish. This is 
emphasized by the Church's description of Christ as the "physician of souls" who 
knows very well how weak and prone to sin we are, and who stands ready to "blot out 
our transgressions" (in the words of the Lenten hymn) if we repent of them. 
 

The Church helps us repent through the Sacrament of Confession. As Bishop Kallistos 
points out, neither the person confessing nor the priest 
hearing the confession is central in this sacrament. The 
absolution we receive is given by Christ Himself, with the 
priest as witness and counselor. The bishop writes, "In 
common with all the sacraments, Confession involves a joint 
divine-human action, in which there is found a convergence 
and "cooperation" (synergy) between God's grace and our free 
will. Both are necessary; but what God does is incomparably 
the more important." 
 

John the Baptist addressed crowds with stirring words: "Behold, the Lamb of God, 
who takes away the sin of the world!" (John 1: 29). These are not the words of a grim 
and frowning preacher, verbally beating people up for their faults. They are words of 
hope, filled with wonder at the goodness and mercy of God, who responds with love 
to all who repent. 
 

This weekly bulletin insert complements the curriculum published by the Department of 
Christian Education of the Orthodox Church in America. This and many other Christian 
Education resources are available at http://dce.oca. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Please contact Fr. Daniel Hickman for all pastoral issues, hospital visits, 
emergencies, etc. Please keep him abreast of any issues that come up.  

GenerAl informAtion 
Orthodox Church of St. Stephen the Protomartyr 

  Orthodox Church in America, Diocese of the South    
1895 Lake Emma Road, Longwood, FL 32750 

Phone: 386-227-7056 
Website: www.ststephenoca.com 

 

Mail Address: 
Orthodox Church of St Stephen     

P.O. Box 950209  
Lake Mary, FL 32795 

 

Priest: Fr. Daniel Hickman 
Cell Number 407-388-4241 

Email: frdaniel@ststephenoca.com 
 

Russian Mission Priest: Fr. Andrey Syrkin 
Cell Number 407-536-1071 

Email: frandreysyrkin@gmail.com 
 

Deacon: Fr. Protodeacon Michael Malanowski 
Cell Number      386-624-5794 
Email: dnmichael@gmail.com 

 

Deacon: Fr. Deacon Mark Reudelhuber 
Cell Number      407-718-2549 

   Email: dnmark@ststephenoca.com 
 
 

 


