
  
 Weekly Bulletin  

 

June 27, 2021 – 1st Sunday after Pentecost – Tone 8 
Synaxis of All Saints 

 

Hebrews 11:33-12:2 (Epistle) 
who through faith subdued kingdoms, worked righteousness, obtained promises, 
stopped the mouths of lions, quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the 
sword, out of weakness were made strong, became valiant in battle, turned to flight the 
armies of the aliens. Women received their dead raised to life again. Others were 
tortured, not accepting deliverance, that they might obtain a better resurrection. Still 
others had trial of mockings and scourgings, yes, and of chains and imprisonment. 
They were stoned, they were sawn in two, were tempted, were slain with the sword. 
They wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins, being destitute, afflicted, tormented 
–of whom the world was not worthy. They wandered in deserts and mountains, in dens 
and caves of the earth. And all these, having obtained a good testimony through faith, 
did not receive the promise, God having provided something better for us, that they 
should not be made perfect apart from us.  Therefore we also, since we are surrounded 
by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so 
easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us,  looking 
unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before 
Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the 
throne of God. 
 

Matthew 10:32-33, 37-38, 19:27-30 (Gospel) 
Therefore whoever confesses Me before men, him I will also confess before My Father 
who is in heaven. But whoever denies Me before men, him I will also deny before My 
Father who is in heaven. He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy 
of Me. And he who loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me. And he 
who does not take his cross and follow after Me is not worthy of Me. Then Peter 
answered and said to Him, “See, we have left all and followed You. Therefore what 
shall we have?” So Jesus said to them, “Assuredly I say to you, that in the regeneration, 
when the Son of Man sits on the throne of His glory, you who have followed Me will 
also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. And everyone who has 
left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or wife or children or lands, for 
My name’s sake, shall receive a hundredfold, and inherit eternal life. But many who are 
first will be last, and the last first. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ServiceS & eventS thiS Week  
 

June 26, Saturday        Great Vespers        5:00 p.m. 
 

All Saints 

June 27, Sunday Hours       9:10 a.m. 
Divine Liturgy       9:30 a.m. 

 

July 3, Saturday Great Vespers       5:00 p.m. 
 

July 4, Sunday  Hours       9:10 a.m. 
   Divine Liturgy       9:30 a.m. 

 

 

to all our visitors and guests who have participated in our 
celebration of the Divine Liturgy this morning! While Holy 
Communion may only be received by prepared Orthodox 
Christians, our non-Orthodox guests are welcome to join 
with us. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

reminderS & AnnouncementS 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_ 

Fr. Daniel will be attending the Episcopal Ordination and Enthronement of 
Archimandrite Gerasim (Eliel), to be Bishop of Ft. Worth, TX, Auxiliary to His 
Eminence Archbishop Alexander and the Diocese of the South on June 28 – 30 
in Texas. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Upcoming Events 
 

July 6, Tuesday 6:30 p.m. – Youth Group. 
 

July 8, Thursday 6:30 p.m. – Parish Council Meeting 

 

July 10, Saturday 10 a.m. – Baby Shower at Choices Women's Clinic 
 

July 11, Sunday 5 – 7 p.m.  - Russian Choir Concert of sacred music. Free 
admission. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Please Include These Our Brothers And Sisters In Your Daily Prayers: 
Those in need Fred Allegro, Janet Altenhoff, Demetra (Bernardi), Marsha (Brown). 
Tess (Brown), George Dimas, Barry Gursky, Pam (Hickman), Nicholas (Homiak), 
Angelina Keiser, Robert Kindell, Christine Kindell, Anna Colon Lopez, Evdokia 
Malanowski, Ted Malanowski, Chris (Malanowski), Mike (Marcantelli), Elvira 
(Muresanu), Mariana Muresanu, Victor (Muresanu), Gregory Nescott' Livia (Nescott), 
Elizabeth (Nethery), Jennifer (Nethery), Joel (Nethery), David Petutsky, Jean Petutsky, 
Christina (Popsuy), Lenore (Prawlocki), David (Reudelhuber), John (Russell), Timothy 
(Sills), Kathryn (Stachow), Anna (Torres), Military servers: Mark Popsuy, Nursing 
Home: Angelina Keiser, Home Bound: Sonya Berzenic, Expectant Mothers: 
Cecelia Engelhard, Mat. Yana Syrkin, Leidy Matos, Gabriela Canosa, Newly 
Departed: Marie Gidus, Miguel (Montague), Paul (Concelman), David (Montague), 
Eugene.Beiner, Nicholas (Homiak). 
 

Please let Father know if there is anyone you would like to have prayed for and added to 
this list . Please use this list in your daily prayers to remember those in need, and the 
faithful departed. Cards and well wishes can be sent to anyone on the list. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

BirthdAyS  June 27 – July 3 
27th Leidy Matos 
28th Alexei Solonari 
29th Adam Janik 
29th Irina Falco 



2nd Robert Pierce  
3rd Eli Tarbox 

AnniverSArieS  June 27 – July 3 
27th Scott & Tara Concelman 
27th Robert & Jean Thanski  
29th David & Irina Serpa 

mAy God GrAnt them mAny yeArS! 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Synaxix of All Saints 
The Sunday following Pentecost is dedicated to All Saints, both those 
who are known to us, and those who are known only to God. There 
have been saints at all times, and they have come from every corner of 
the earth. They were Apostles, Martyrs, Prophets, Hierarchs, 
Monastics, and Righteous, yet all were perfected by the same Holy 
Spirit. 
 

The Descent of the Holy Spirit makes it possible for us to rise above 
our fallen state and to attain sainthood, thereby fulfilling God's directive to "be holy, 
for I am holy" (Lev. 11:44, 1 Peter 1:16, etc.). Therefore, it is fitting to commemorate 
All Saints on the first Sunday after Pentecost. 
 

This feast may have originated at an early date, perhaps as a celebration of all martyrs, 
then it was broadened to include all men and women who had borne witness to Christ 
by their virtuous lives, even if they did not shed their blood for Him. 
 

St Peter of Damascus, in his "Fourth Stage of Contemplation," mentions five 
categories of saints: Apostles, Martyrs, Prophets, Hierarchs, and Monastic Saints 
(PHILOKALIA [in English] Vol. 3, p.131). He is actually quoting from the 
OCTOECHOS, Tone 2 for Saturday Matins, kathisma after the first stichology. 
 

St Nicodemus of the Holy Mountain (July 14) adds the Righteous to St Peter's five 
categories. The list of StNicodemus is found in his book THE FOURTEEN 
EPISTLES OF ST PAUL (Venice, 1819, p. 384) in his discussion of I Corinthians 
12:28. 
 

The hymnology for the feast of All Saints also lists six categories: "Rejoice, assembly of 
the Apostles, Prophets of the Lord, loyal choirs of the Martyrs, divine Hierarchs, 
Monastic Fathers, and the Righteous…." 
 

Some of the saints are described as Confessors, a category which does not appear in 
the above lists. Since they are similar in spirit to the martyrs, they are regarded as 
belonging to the category of Martyrs. They were not put to death as the Martyrs were, 
but they boldly confessed Christ and came close to being executed for their faith. St 
Maximus the Confessor (January 21) is such a saint. 
 

The order of these six types of saints seems to be based on their importance to the 
Church. The Apostles are listed first, because they were the first to spread the Gospel 
throughout the world. 
 

The Martyrs come next because of their example of courage in professing their faith 
before the enemies and persecutors of the Church, which encouraged other Christians 
to remain faithful to Christ even unto death. 
 

Although they come first chronologically, the Prophets are listed after the Apostles and 
Martyrs. This is because the Old Testament Prophets saw only the shadows of things 
to come, whereas the Apostles and Martyrs experienced them firsthand. The New 
Testament also takes precedence over the Old Testament. 
 

The holy Hierarchs comprise the fourth category. They are the leaders of their flocks, 
teaching them by their word and their example. 
 

The Monastic Saints are those who withdrew from this world to live in monasteries, or 
in seclusion. They did not do this out of hatred for the world, but in order to devote 
themselves to unceasing prayer, and to do battle against the power of the demons. 
Although some people erroneously believe that monks and nuns are useless and 
unproductive, St John Climacus had a high regard for them: "Angels are a light for 
monks, and the monastic life is a light for all men" (LADDER, Step 26:31). 
 

The last category, the Righteous, are those who attained holiness of life while living "in 
the world." Examples include Abraham and his wife Sarah, Job, Sts Joachim and Anna, 
St Joseph the Betrothed, St Juliana of Lazarevo, and others. 
 

The feast of All Saints achieved great prominence in the ninth century, in the reign of 
the Byzantine Emperor Leo VI the Wise (886-911). His wife, the Holy Empress 
Theophano (December 16) lived in the world, but was not attached to worldly things. 
She was a great benefactor to the poor, and was generous to the monasteries. She was a 
true mother to her subjects, caring for widows and orphans, and consoling the 
sorrowful. 
 

Even before the death of StTheophano in 893 or 894, her husband started to build a 
church, intending to dedicate it to Theophano, but she forbade him to do so. It was 
this emperor who decreed that the Sunday after Pentecost be dedicated to All Saints. 
Believing that his wife was one of the righteous, he knew that she would also be 
honored whenever the Feast of All Saints was celebrated. 

http://ocafs.oca.org/FeastSaintsViewer.asp?SID=4&ID=1&FSID=48 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Saint Sampson the Hospitable – Celebrated June 27 
Sampson was born of wealthy and eminent parents in ancient Rome, 
where he studied all the secular sciences of that time, dedicating himself 
particularly to the science of medicine. Sampson was a compassionate 
and unmercenary physician and administered cures to the sick, both for 
the body and the soul, counseling everyone to fulfill the requirements of 
the Christian Faith. He later moved to Constantinople, where he lived in 
a small house, from which, as the sun disperses its rays of light, he 
spread forth upon the whole land alms, comfort, counsel, hope, 

medicine and, in general, help to the helpless, both spiritually and physically. The 
patriarch heard of the great virtues of this man and ordained him a priest. At that time, 
Emperor Justinian the Great became ill and all his physicians were convinced that the 
illness was incurable. Then the emperor prayed to God with great fervency, and God 
revealed to him in a dream that Sampson would heal him. And indeed, when the 
emperor learned of Sampson, he invited him to his court, and as soon as the elder 
placed his hand on the ailing spot the emperor recovered. When the emperor offered 
him enormous wealth for this, Sampson thanked him but did not want to accept 
anything, saying to him: "O Emperor, I had gold and silver and other goods, but I left 
all for the sake of Christ, in order to gain eternal, heavenly wealth." When the emperor 



insisted on doing something for him, holy Sampson implored the emperor to build him 
a home [hospice] for the poor. There Sampson served the poor as a parent serves his 
children. Mercy toward the poor and helpless was natural to him. Finally, this saintly 
man, completely filled with heavenly power and goodness, reposed peacefully on June 
27, 530 A.D., and was interred in the Church of his relative, the Holy Martyr Mocius. 
After his death, Sampson appeared many times to those who called upon him for 
assistance. 
   The Prologue from Ohrid 
   © Serbian Orthodox Church Diocese of Western America 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Holy Apostles Peter & Paul – Celebrated June 29 
Peter was the son of Jonah and the brother of Andrew, the First-
called. He was of the Tribe of Simeon from the town of Bethsaida. He 
was a fisherman and, at first, was called Simon but the Lord was 
pleased to call him Cephas or Peter: "And he brought him to Jesus. 
And when Jesus beheld him, He said, You are Simon the son of 
Jonah: you shall be called Cephas, which is by interpretation, a rock" 
(St. John 1:42). He was the first of the disciples to clearly express faith 
in the Lord Jesus saying: "Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living 

God" (St. Matthew 16:16). His love for the Lord was great and his faith in the Lord 
gradually strengthened. When the Lord was brought to trial, Peter denied Him three 
times but after only one glance into the face of the Lord, Peter's soul was filled with 
shame and repentance. After the descent of the Holy Spirit, Peter appears as a fearless 
and powerful preacher of the Gospel. Following one of his sermons in Jerusalem, 
three-thousand souls converted to the Faith. He preached the Gospel throughout 
Palestine and Asia Minor, throughout Illyria and Italy. Peter worked many powerful 
miracles; he healed the sick, resurrected the dead; the sick were healed even from his 
shadow. He had a great struggle with Simon the Magician who proclaimed himself as 
god but in reality Simon was a servant of Satan. Finally, Peter shamed and defeated 
him. By order of the evil Emperor Nero, Simon's friend, Peter was condemned to 
death. Installing Linus as Bishop of Rome, counseling and comforting the flock of 
Christ, Peter proceeded joyfully to his death. Seeing the cross before him, he begged 
his executioners to crucify him upside down for he considered himself unworthy to die 
as did his Lord. Thus the great servant of the Great Lord reposed and received the 
wreath of eternal glory. 
 

Paul was born in Tarsus of the tribe of Benjamin. At first, he was 
called Saul, studied under Gamaliel, was a Pharisee and a persecutor of 
Christianity. He was miraculously converted to the Christian Faith by 
the Lord Himself Who appeared to him on the road to Damascus. He 
was baptized by the Apostle Ananias, was called Paul and numbered 
in the service of the great apostles. With a fiery zeal, Paul preached the 
Gospel everywhere from the borders of Arabia to Spain, among the 
Jews and among the Gentiles. He received the title "Apostle to the Gentiles." As 
horrible as his sufferings were, so much more was his super human patience. 
Throughout all the years of his preaching Paul, from day to day, hung as one on a weak 
thread between life and death. Since he fulfilled all days and nights with labor and 
suffering for Christ, since he organized the Church in many places and since he 
attained such a degree of perfection he was able to say: "It is now no longer I that live, 

but Christ lives in me" (Galatians 2:20). Paul was beheaded in Rome during the reign 
of Emperor Nero at the same time as the Apostle Peter. 
   The Prologue from Ohrid 
   © Serbian Orthodox Church Diocese of Western America  
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

St. John Ar.Bp. of Shanghai and San Francisco – Celebrated July 2 
Our father among the saints John (Maximovitch), Archbishop of 
Shanghai and San Francisco (1896-1966), was a diocesan bishop of 
the Russian Orthodox Church Outside Russia (ROCOR) who served 
widely from China to France to the United States.  
 

He departed this life on June 19 (O.S.) / July 2 (N.S.), 1966, and was 
officially glorified by the Russian Orthodox Church Abroad on July 2, 
1994. His glorification was later recognized for universal veneration 

by the Patriarchate of Moscow on July 2, 2008.  
 

The future St. John was born on June 4, 1896, in the southern Russian village (current 
day Ukraine) of Adamovka in Kharkiv province to pious aristocrats, Boris and Glafira 
Maximovitch. He was given the baptismal name of Michael. In his youth, Michael was 
sickly and had a poor appetite, but he displayed an intense religious interest. He was 
educated at the Poltava Military School (1907-14), Kharkiv Imperial University, from 
which he received a law degree (in 1918), and the University of Belgrade (where he 
completed his theological education in 1925).  
 

He and his family fled their country as the Bolshevik revolutionaries descended on the 
country, emigrating to Yugoslavia. There, he enrolled in the Department of Theology 
of the University of Belgrade. He was tonsured a monk in 1926 by Metropolitan 
Anthony (Khrapovitsky) of Kharkov (later the first primate of the Russian Orthodox 
Church Outside of Russia). Metr. Anthony later in 1926 ordained him hierodeacon. 
Bishop Gabriel of Chelyabinsk ordained him hieromonk on November 21, 1926. 
Subsequent to his ordination he began an active life of teaching in a Serbian high 
school and serving, at the request of local Greeks and Macedonians, in the Greek 
language. With the growth of his popularity, the bishops of the Russian Church 
Aboard resolved to elevate him to the episcopate.  
 

Hieromonk John was consecrated bishop on May 28, 1934, with Metr. Anthony 
serving as principal consecrator, after which he was assigned to the Diocese of 
Shanghai. Twelve years later he was named Archbishop of China. Upon his arrival in 
Shanghai, Bp. John began working to restore unity among the various Orthodox 
nationalities. In time, he worked to build a large cathedral church that was dedicated to 
Surety of Sinners Icon to the Mother of God, with a bell tower and large parish house. 
Additionally, he inspired many activities: building of churches, hospitals, and 
orphanages among the Orthodox and Russians of Shanghai. He was intensely active, 
constantly praying and serving the daily cycle of services, while also visiting the sick 
with the Holy Gifts. He often would walk barefooted even in the coldest days. Yet to 
avoid the appearance of secular glory, he would pretend to act the fool.  
 

With the end of World War II and the coming to power of the Communists in China, 
Bp. John led the exodus of his community from Shanghai in 1949. Initially, he helped 
some 5,000 refugees to a camp on the island of Tubabao in the Philippines, while he 
travelled successfully to Washington, D.C., to lobby to amending the law to allow these 
refugees to enter the United States. It was while on this trip that Bp. John took time to 
establish a parish in Washington dedicated to St. John the Forerunner.  



 

In 1951, Abp. John was assigned to the Archdiocese of Western Europe with his 
cathedra in Paris. During his time there, he also served as archpastor of the Orthodox 
Church of France, whose restored Gallican liturgy he studied and then celebrated. He 
was the principal consecrator of the Orthodox Church of France's first modern bishop, 
Jean-Nectaire (Kovalevsky) of Saint-Denis, and ordained to the priesthood the man 
who would become its second bishop, Germain (Bertrand-Hardy) of Saint-Denis.  
 

In 1962, Abp. John was assigned to the Diocese of San Francisco, succeeding his long 
time friend Abp. Tikhon. Abp. John's days in San Francisco were to prove sorrowful as 
he attempted to heal the great disunity in his community. He was able to bring peace 
such that the new cathedral, dedicated to the Joy of all Who Sorrow Icon of the Mother of 
God, was completed.  
 

He reposed during a visit to Seattle on July 2, 1966, while accompanying a tour of the 
Kursk-Root Icon of the Mother of God. He was laid to rest in a crypt chapel under the 
main altar of the new cathedral.  

http://orthodoxwiki.org/John_Maximovitch 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Mother of God 
On July 2nd the Church commemorates a saint and an event, 
both of which remind us of the central place in our theology of 
Mary the Theotokos. 
 

The event is the "Placing of the Honorable Robe of the Most Holy 
Mother of God at Blachernae." It took place in the year 458 at the 
church in Blachernae, a suburb of Constantinople. The saint is Juvenal, 
who served as Patriarch of Jerusalem from 420 to 458. 
 

The story of the Theotokos' robe begins with two brothers from Constantinople 
named Galbius and Candidus. They set out for Palestine to venerate the holy places 
there, and near Nazareth they stayed with a devout elderly woman. She told them she'd 
been caring for a sacred item in her home: the Theotokos' robe. Near the end of her 
life, the Mother of God had given it to a pious maiden, and it had been passed down 
through generations of that maiden's family. Many people in ill health or distress, she 
said, received healing by prayerfully touching the robe. 
 

Knowing the sacred relic belonged in a church, the brothers took it back with them to 
Constantinople and informed the Emperor and the Patriarch about it. In June of 458, 
it was placed in the Blachernae church, which is dedicated to the Mother of God. 
Almost 900 years later, a Russian pilgrim described seeing it: "We arrived at 
Blachernae, where the Robe lies upon an altar in a sealed reliquary." 
 

Saint Juvenal was an excellent theologian who attended both the Third and Fourth 
Ecumenical Councils. At the Third Council, in Ephesus, he insisted on the term 
"Mother of God" to describe Mary against those who claimed that she could only be 
called the mother of Christ. Giving her that diminished title, he argued, would be 
denying that Jesus is truly the Christ, both God and Man in one Person. 
 

Saint Juvenal had to defend the Church's teachings at both Councils, and did so 
successfully. But his opponents in Jerusalem continued to spread their wrong beliefs, 
and managed to have Juvenal removed from his position as Patriarch. They installed a 
man named Theodosius, who at first had the support of the empress Eudoxia. 
Fortunately she was convinced by Saint Simeon the Stylite to adhere to the Councils' 

decisions. Juvenal's position was restored, and he served the Jerusalem church as 
patriarch for 38 years. 
 

On July 1st we read Jesus' own words about seeking the truth. He says, "The queen of 
the South will rise up at the judgment with this generation and condemn it, because she 
came from the ends of the earth to listen to the wisdom of Solomon, and see, 
something greater than Solomon is here!" (Matthew 12: 42). 
 

The Queen of Sheba made a great effort to hear truth from Solomon. God has given 
us ways to know the truth, too. Those at the Councils used their God-given minds to 
work out that Mary is rightly called Mother of God because her Son is the Divine and 
Human Savior. 
 

God also gave us a tangible proof of Mary's holiness: a Robe that drew people to 
Christ by healing and renewing His people. 
 

This weekly bulletin insert complements the curriculum published by the Department of 
Christian Education of the Orthodox Church in America. This and many other Christian 
Education resources are available at http://dce.oca. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 
 

Please contact Fr. Daniel Hickman for all pastoral issues, hospital visits, 
emergencies, etc. Please keep him abreast of any issues that come up.  
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