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June 6, 2021 – 6th Sunday of Pascha – Tone 5 
Sunday of the Blind Man 

Venerable Bessarion, Wonderworker of Egypt 
 

Acts 16:16-34 (Epistle) 
Now it happened, as we went to prayer, that a certain slave girl possessed with a spirit 
of divination met us, who brought her masters much profit by fortune-telling. 
This girl followed Paul and us, and cried out, saying, “These men are the servants of 
the Most High God, who proclaim to us the way of salvation.” And this she did for 
many days. But Paul, greatly annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, “I command you in 
the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.” And he came out that very hour.    But 
when her masters saw that their hope of profit was gone, they seized Paul and Silas and 
dragged them into the marketplace to the authorities. And they brought them to the 
magistrates, and said, “These men, being Jews, exceedingly trouble our city; and they 
teach customs which are not lawful for us, being Romans, to receive or observe. Then 
the multitude rose up together against them; and the magistrates tore off their clothes 
and commanded them to be beaten with rods. And when they had laid many stripes on 
them, they threw them into prison, commanding the jailer to keep them securely. 
Having received such a charge, he put them into the inner prison and fastened their 
feet in the stocks. But at midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to 
God, and the prisoners were listening to them. Suddenly there was a great earthquake, 
so that the foundations of the prison were shaken; and immediately all the doors were 
opened and everyone’s chains were loosed. And the keeper of the prison, awaking 
from sleep and seeing the prison doors open, supposing the prisoners had fled, drew 
his sword and was about to kill himself. But Paul called with a loud voice, saying, “Do 
yourself no harm, for we are all here.” Then he called for a light, ran in, and fell down 
trembling before Paul and Silas. And he brought them out and said, “Sirs, what must I 
do to be saved?” So they said, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved, 
you and your household.” Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who 
were in his house. And he took them the same hour of the night and washed their 
stripes. And immediately he and all his family were baptized. Now when he had 
brought them into his house, he set food before them; and he rejoiced, having believed 
in God with all his household. 
 

John 9:1-38 (Gospel) 
Now as Jesus passed by, He saw a man who was blind from birth. And His disciples 
asked Him, saying, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born 
blind?” Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned, but that the works of 
God should be revealed in him. I must work the works of Him who sent Me while it is 
day; the night is coming when no one can work. As long as I am in the world, I am the 
light of the world. When He had said these things, He spat on the ground and made 
clay with the saliva; and He anointed the eyes of the blind man with the clay. And He 
said to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which is translated, Sent). So he went 
and washed, and came back seeing. Therefore the neighbors and those who previously 

had seen that he was blind said, “Is not this he who sat and begged?” Some said, “This 
is he.” Others said, “He is like him.” He said, “I am he.” Therefore they said to him, 
“How were your eyes opened?” He answered and said, “A Man called Jesus made clay 
and anointed my eyes and said to me, ‘Go to the pool of Siloam and wash.’ So I went 
and washed, and I received sight.” Then they said to him, “Where is He?” He said, “I 
do not know.” They brought him who formerly was blind to the Pharisees. Now it was 
a Sabbath when Jesus made the clay and opened his eyes. Then the Pharisees also 
asked him again how he had received his sight. He said to them, “He put clay on my 
eyes, and I washed, and I see.” Therefore some of the Pharisees said, “This Man is not 
from God, because He does not keep the Sabbath.” Others said, “How can a man who 
is a sinner do such signs?” And there was a division among them. They said to the 
blind man again, “What do you say about Him because He opened your eyes?” He 
said, “He is a prophet.” But the Jews did not believe concerning him, that he had been 
blind and received his sight, until they called the parents of him who had received his 
sight. And they asked them, saying, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? 
How then does he now see?” His parents answered them and said, “We know that this 
is our son, and that he was born blind; but by what means he now sees we do not 
know, or who opened his eyes we do not know. He is of age; ask him. He will speak 
for himself. His parents said these things because they feared the Jews, for the Jews 
had agreed already that if anyone confessed that He was Christ, he would be put out of 
the synagogue. Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.” So they again called 
the man who was blind, and said to him, “Give God the glory! We know that this Man 
is a sinner.” He answered and said, “Whether He is a sinner or not I do not know. One 
thing I know: that though I was blind, now I see.” Then they said to him again, “What 
did He do to you? How did He open your eyes?” He answered them, “I told you 
already, and you did not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to 
become His disciples?” Then they reviled him and said, “You are His disciple, but we 
are Moses’ disciples. We know that God spoke to Moses; as for this fellow, we do not 
know where He is from. The man answered and said to them, “Why, this is a 
marvelous thing, that you do not know where He is from; yet He has opened my eyes! 
Now we know that God does not hear sinners; but if anyone is a worshiper of God 
and does His will, He hears him. Since the world began it has been unheard of that 
anyone opened the eyes of one who was born blind. If this Man were not from God, 
He could do nothing. They answered and said to him, “You were completely born in 
sins, and are you teaching us?” And they cast him out. Jesus heard that they had cast 
him out; and when He had found him, He said to him, “Do you believe in the Son of 
God?”  He answered and said, “Who is He, Lord, that I may believe in Him?” And 
Jesus said to him, “You have both seen Him and it is He who is talking with you.” 
Then he said, “Lord, I believe!” And he worshiped Him. 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ServiceS & eventS thiS Week  
 

June 5, Saturday        Great Vespers        5:00 p.m. 
 

June 6, Sunday Hours       9:10 a.m. 
Divine Liturgy       9:30 a.m. 

 

June 7-11 Mon-Fri    Vacation Bible School     9:00 a.m. 
 

June 7, Monday        Agape Group        6:30 p.m. 
 



Ascension Thursday  

June 10, Thursday     Hours       9:10 a.m. 
Divine Liturgy       9:30 a.m. 

 Parish Council Meeting    6:30 p.m. 
 

June 12, Saturday        Great Vespers        5:00 p.m. 
 

June 13, Sunday Hours       9:10 a.m. 
Divine Liturgy       9:30 a.m. 
 

 

to all our visitors and guests who have participated in our 
celebration of the Divine Liturgy this morning! While Holy 
Communion may only be received by prepared Orthodox 
Christians, our non-Orthodox guests are welcome to join 
with us. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

reminderS & AnnouncementS 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
The Gidus and Mecera families extend their sincere and humble thanks for the 

love, prayers, and support you have shown to us as our mother 
Marie passed into eternal life. We were overwhelmed with the 
outpouring of your care and concern as you read the psalms at 
her bedside, offered help, made meals, attended her funeral, and 
shared in our sorrow. We will be forever grateful. May her 
memory be eternal! 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Upcoming Events 
 

June 14 Monday 6:30 p.m. – Agape Group. 
 

June 15, Tuesday 6:30 p.m. – Youth Group. 
 

June 16 Wednesday 1:00 p.m. – Cooking Connection on zoom. 
  

June 20, Pentecost Sunday 9:30 a.m.  - Liturgy followed by the Kneeling Prayers. 
There is no Fasting on Wednesday or Friday this week! 
 

Jun 29, Saturday 9:30 a.m. – Liturgy for the feast of  Sts. Peter & Paul. 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Please Include These Our Brothers And Sisters In Your Daily Prayers: 
Those in need Fred Allegro, Allison (Altenhoff), Janet Altenhoff, Sam (Altenhoff), 
Demetra (Bernardi), Dn Paul (Brown), Marsha (Brown), Billy(Brown), Tess (Brown), 
Will (Brown), Sandee Buchman, Lavinia (Busch), George Dimas, Heather (Engelhard), 
Philip (Engelhard), George (Engelhard), Yailma Gracias, Barry Gursky, Nicholas 
(Gursky), Nicholas (Homiak), Angelina Keiser, Robert Kindell, Christine Kindell, 
Anna Colon Lopez, Prtdn Michael Malanowski, Evdokia Malanowski, Chris 
(Malanowski), Mike (Marcantelli), Elvira (Muresanu), Victor (Muresanu), Gregory 
(Nescott), Livia (Nescott), Elizabeth (Nethery), Joel (Nethery), Charles (Petutsky), 
David Petutsky, Jean Petutsky, Pr. Ted Pisarchuck, Christina (Popsuy), Silvia (Poupart), 
Lenore (Prawlocki), David (Reudelhuber), Fay (Reudelhuber), Florence (Russell), John 

(Russell), Rachael (Russell), Zora Russell, Tami (Savage), Timothy (Sills), Jane Thomas, 
Abel Torres,  Anna (Torres), Tina Torres, Judy (Webster), Paula (Webster), Xenia 
Vranesevich, Earl (Wescoe), John (Wescoe), Eugene.Beiner, Military servers: Mark 
Popsuy, Nursing Home: Angelina Keiser, Home Bound: Sonya Berzenic, 
Expectant Mothers: Lilianne Brown, Cecelia Engelhard, Mat. Yana Syrkin, Leidy 
Matos, Gabriela Canosa, Newly Departed: Hala Litschko, Marie Gidus, Miguel 
(Montague), Paul (Concelman). 
 

Please let Father know if there is anyone you would like to have prayed for and added to 
this list . Please use this list in your daily prayers to remember those in need, and the 
faithful departed. Cards and well wishes can be sent to anyone on the list. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

BirthdAyS  June 6 – June 12 
6th Karen Brown  
7th Kiki McDonald  
7th Kathy Vaughn 
8th Paul Gidus 
9th Galina Yatsenko 
10th Marina Austin 
12th Elizabeth Smith 

AnniverSArieS  June 6 – June 12 
6th Tim & Susan Mitchell 
7th David & Debra Nethery 
10th James & Shari Johnson 
12th Fred & Mary Jane Allegro 

mAy God GrAnt them mAny yeArS! 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Sunday of the Blind Man 
After the Midfeast (John 7:14), the Lord Jesus Christ came to the 
Temple again and taught the people who came to Him (John 8:2). 
After leaving the Temple, He opened the eyes of a man "who was 
blind from his birth (John 9:1). 
 

The miracle described in today's Gospel (John 9:1-38) is even 
more remarkable than it might seem at first.St Basil and other 
Fathers tell us that this was not just a case of giving sight to a 
blind man born with eyes that did not function, but to someone 
who had no eyes at all! The second Exapostilarion for this Sunday 

says, "Along the way, our Savior found a man who lacked both sight and eyes…." 
 

The Gospel says, "Since the world began, it was not heard that any man opened the 
eyes of one who was born blind" (John 9:32). There are examples in the Old (Tobit 
2:17) and New (Mark 8:22-26) Testaments of blind people receiving sight, but this is 
something completely unprecedented. 
 

The Savior placed clay in the man's empty sockets and told him to wash in the pool of 
Siloam. When he obeyed these instructions, the eyes of clay became living eyes! 
 

In his MENAION, St Demetrius of Rostov calls the blind man St Celidonius (see his 
account of St Lazarus in the Synaxis of the Seventy Apostles on January 4). 

http://ocafs.oca.org/FeastSaintsViewer.asp?SID=4&ID=1&FSID=39 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 



Venerable Bessarion, Wonderworker of Egypt – Celebrated June 6 
Bessarion was born and educated in Egypt. He dedicated himself 
to the spiritual life at an early age and "did not stain the spiritual 
garment in which he was clothed at baptism." He visited St. 
Gerasimus by the Jordan and learned from St. Isidore of 
Pelusium. He subdued his body through extreme fasting and 
vigils, but concealed his asceticism from men as much as possible. 
He once stood at prayer for forty days, neither eating nor 
sleeping. He wore one garment in both summer and winter. He 

possessed the great gift of miracle-working. He did not have a permanent dwelling 
place but lived in the mountains and forests until deep old age. He healed the sick and 
worked many other miracles for the benefit of the people and to the glory of God. He 
died peacefully in the year 466 A.D.(*) 
     (*) In the Greek Prologue, St. Bessarion is commemorated on February 20.  

  The Prologue from Ohrid 
  © Serbian Orthodox Church Diocese of Western America 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Holy Martyr Theodotus – Celebrated June 7 

 This martyr of Christ was secretly a Christian and, as such, helped the 
Church and honorably buried the bodies of the holy martyrs. Thus, he 
buried the bodies of seven maidens who suffered for Christ. When the 
pagans found out about him, they subjected him to tortures and killed 
him (for more about St. Theodotus see May 18). 
   

   The Prologue from Ohrid 
   © Serbian Orthodox Church Diocese of Western America 

 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Ascension of our Lord – Celebrated June 10 
The Ascension of Jesus Christ is one of the Great Feasts of the 
Orthodox Church, celebrated forty days after Pascha (and thus 
always falling on a Thursday—see Paschalion). 
 

Forty days after the Resurrection, while blessing his disciples 
(Gospel of Luke 24:50-51), Christ ascended into heaven, taking 
his place at the right hand of the Father (Gospel of Mark 16:19 
and Nicene-Constantinopolitan Creed).   
 

The first account of the Ascension found in the Bible is in the 
Gospel of Mark (16:14-19). The description is brief. Jesus and 

the remaining eleven disciples are seated at a table, presumably in a room in or near 
Jerusalem. Jesus commands his followers to spread the Gospel, and that those who 
believe will be known by their invulnerability to poison, ability to heal the sick, and the 
like. After delivering these final words, Jesus is received into heaven to sit at the right 
hand of God. No description of the Ascension itself is given; Mark simply states that it 
happened. 
 

The Gospel of Luke is even more brief in its description (24:50-51). Jesus led the 
eleven to Bethany, not far from Jerusalem. While in the act of blessing them, Jesus was 
carried up to heaven. 
 

The third, and most celebrated, account of the Ascension is in the Acts of the Apostles 
(1:9-12). For forty days after the Resurrection, Jesus continued to preach the Gospel. 

Jesus and the eleven were gathered near Mt. Olivet (or the Mount of Olives), to the 
northeast of Bethany. Jesus tells his disciples that they will receive the power of the 
Holy Spirit and that they will spread his message the world over. Jesus is taken up and 
received by a cloud. Some traditions say that he was taken up in a fiery chariot, much 
like the Prophet Elijah. Two men clothed in white appear and tell the disciples that 
Jesus will return in the same manner as he was taken. They say: "Ye men of Galilee, 
why stand ye gazing up into Heaven? This same Jesus, Who is taken up from you into 
Heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen Him go into Heaven" (Acts 
1:11).[1] Afterwards, the disciples return to Jerusalem rejoicing, remaining continually 
in the Temple. 
 

The Gospel of Matthew ends at a mountain in Galilee, with Jesus commanding the 
disciples to spread the Gospel. No mention of the Ascension is made.   
 

The Ascension of Christ shows the last stage in God's plan for mankind: total union 
with Himself upon one's departure from the world. According to OCA, "in the 
Ascension resides the meaning and the fullness of Christ's Resurrection....and with 
Christ, man's nature ascends also." 
      http://orthodoxwiki.org/Ascension 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Apostle Bartholomew of the Twelve  – Celebrated June 11 
Bartholomew was one of the Twelve Great Apostles. In all 
probability, it appears that Bartholomew and Nathaniel are one and 
the same person. He was a companion of the Apostle Philip and 
Philip's sister, the virgin Mariamna and, for some time, a 
companion of St. John the Theologian. Bartholomew preached the 
Gospel first throughout Asia and, after that, in India and finally in 
Armenia where he died a martyr's death. In Hierapolis, these holy 
apostles by prayer, caused the death of a large serpent which the 
heathens kept in their temple and worshipped. In this same city 

and, by prayer, they restored sight to Stachius who was blind for forty years. It was 
here that a mob rose up against them and they crucified Philip and Bartholomew 
(Bartholomew was crucified upside down). At this time, an earthquake occurred in 
which the evil judges and may people perished. Feeling that this was a punishment 
from God, many ran to remove the apostles from the crosses but Philip was already 
dead while Bartholomew was still alive. After this, Bartholomew went to India where 
he preached and translated the Gospel of St. Matthew into the Indian language. 
Following this, he entered Armenia where he cured the daughter of the king from 
insanity. But the envious brother of King Astyages seized God's apostle, crucified him 
on a cross, skinned him and finally beheaded him in Armenian Albanopolis [Derbend]. 
Christians honorably buried his body in a lead sarcophagus. Because many miracles 
occurred over his relics, the pagans took the sarcophagus and tossed it into the sea. But 
the water carried the sarcophagus to the Island of Lipara where Bishop Agathon, 
through a revelation in a dream, met and buried it in the church. St. Bartholomew, 
attired in a white garment, appeared in church to Venerable Joseph, the 
Hymnographer, blessed him with the Gospel that he may be able to sing spiritual 
hymns saying: "Let heavenly waters of wisdom flow from your tongue!" He also 
appeared to Emperor Anastasius (491-518 A.D.) and told him that he would protect 
the newly established town of Dara. Later, the relics of this great apostle were 
translated to Benevento and then to Rome. Great and awesome miracles have occurred 
over these relics. 



   The Prologue from Ohrid 
   © Serbian Orthodox Church Diocese of Western America  
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

A Man Who Gave Second Chances 
On June 11 the Church remembers two of the Holy Apostles. 
One is Bartholomew, and the other is Barnabas, companion 
of Saint Paul. 
 

Barnabas was born in Cyprus into a Jewish family of the tribe of 
Levi. His birth name was Joseph. He was a friend and classmate 
of Saint Paul, then called Saul. They both studied under Gamaliel, 
the prominent rabbi and teacher of the Jewish Law. Joseph saw 
and heard Jesus Christ, and came to believe in Him as the Savior 
of the world. He would eventually be chosen as one of the 
original seventy apostles because of his great zeal for the Gospel. 

 

We first read about Barnabas in Acts 4: 36. Those verses describe the sacrifice the early 
Christians made, selling their property and offering the proceeds to serve the needs of 
all. But only Joseph, "who was surnamed by the apostles Barnabas," is specifically 
named, so he must have stood out. The name Barnabas means "son of 
encouragement" and it seems appropriate from the other things we know about him. 
 

In Acts 9 we read about Saint Paul, now converted from a murderous enemy of the 
faith to a believer. He comes to Jerusalem, hoping to join the disciples. But "they were 
all afraid of him, for they did not believe that he was a disciple." Again, Barnabas is 
named specifically, and is apparently the only one willing to give Paul a second chance. 
He convinces the others by telling them that "at Damascus he (Paul) had preached 
boldly in the name of the Lord" (9: 27). 
 

Barnabas went to Antioch to observe the preaching to non-Jews in the community 
there. He was glad to see the grace of God working, and urged the people to "remain 
faithful to the Lord with steadfast purpose" (11: 23). Then he brought Paul from 
Tarsus to Antioch, where they taught a "large company" together for about a year. This 
is where we read that "in Antioch the disciples were for the first time called 
Christians." 
 

Kontakion - Tone 3 
You became a true servant of the Lord 

and appeared as the first among the Seventy Apostles; 
together with Paul you set your preaching in a clear light 

revealing Christ as Savior to all; 
therefore with hymns we celebrate your godly memory, O Barnabas. 

 

Paul and Barnabas continued their missionary work, accompanied by Barnabas' relative 
John Mark. But when they got to Perga, John Mark left them to return to Jerusalem. 
Later, Paul suggested to Barnabas that they return to the cities where they had 
preached, to "see how they are" (15: 36). Barnabas, again giving someone a second 
chance, proposed that they take John Mark with them. But Paul refused because of the 
earlier desertion, and the two parted ways. They were later reconciled, and it seems 
likely that Barnabas' kind nature was the key to healing the split. 
 

On this same day we read Paul's words in Romans 5: 10 about reconciliation: "For if 
while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of His Son, much 
more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by His life." Paul must have been 

glad to have a partner like Barnabas, who always urged him toward reconciliation and 
the peace it brings. 

 

This weekly bulletin insert complements the curriculum published by the Department of 
Christian Education of the Orthodox Church in America. This and many other Christian 
Education resources are available at http://dce.oca. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Please contact Fr. Daniel Hickman for all pastoral issues, hospital visits, 
emergencies, etc. Please keep him abreast of any issues that come up.  
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