
  
 Weekly Bulletin  

 

June 13, 2021 – 7th Sunday of Pascha – Tone 6 
Fathers of the 1st Ecumenical Council  
Martyr Aquilina of Byblos in Syria  

 

Acts 20:16-18, 28-36 (Epistle) 
For Paul had decided to sail past Ephesus, so that he would not have to spend time in 
Asia; for he was hurrying to be at Jerusalem, if possible, on the Day of Pentecost.    
From Miletus he sent to Ephesus and called for the elders of the church. And when 
they had come to him, he said to them: “You know, from the first day that I came to 
Asia, in what manner I always lived among you, Therefore take heed to yourselves and 
to all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the 
church of God which He purchased with His own blood. For I know this, that after 
my departure savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock. Also from 
among yourselves men will rise up, speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples 
after themselves. Therefore watch, and remember that for three years I did not cease to 
warn everyone night and day with tears. So now, brethren, I commend you to God and 
to the word of His grace, which is able to build you up and give you an inheritance 
among all those who are sanctified. I have coveted no one’s silver or gold or apparel. 
Yes, you yourselves know that these hands have provided for my necessities, and for 
those who were with me. I have shown you in every way, by laboring like this, that you 
must support the weak. And remember the words of the Lord Jesus, that He said, ‘It is 
more blessed to give than to receive.’ And when he had said these things, he knelt 
down and prayed with them all. 
  

John 17:1-13 (Gospel) 
Jesus spoke these words, lifted up His eyes to heaven, and said: “Father, the hour has 
come. Glorify Your Son, that Your Son also may glorify You, as You have given Him 
authority over all flesh, that He should give eternal life to as many as You have given 
Him. And this is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ whom You have sent. I have glorified You on the earth. I have finished the 
work which You have given Me to do. And now, O Father, glorify Me together with 
Yourself, with the glory which I had with You before the world was. I have manifested 
Your name to the men whom You have given Me out of the world. They were Yours, 
You gave them to Me, and they have kept Your word.    Now they have known that all 
things which You have given Me are from You.    For I have given to them the words 
which You have given Me; and they have received them, and have known surely that I 
came forth from You; and they have believed that You sent Me. I pray for them. I do 
not pray for the world but for those whom You have given Me, for they are Yours. 
And all Mine are Yours, and Yours are Mine, and I am glorified in them. Now I am no 
longer in the world, but these are in the world, and I come to You. Holy Father, keep 
through Your name those whom You have given Me, that they may be one as We are. 
While I was with them in the world, I kept them in Your name. Those whom You gave 
Me I have kept; and none of them is lost except the son of perdition, that the Scripture 

might be fulfilled. But now I come to You, and these things I speak in the world, that 
they may have My joy fulfilled in themselves. 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ServiceS & eventS thiS Week  
 

June 12, Saturday        Great Vespers        5:00 p.m. 
 

June 13, Sunday Hours       9:10 a.m. 
Divine Liturgy       9:30 a.m. 

 

June 14, Monday        Agape Group        6:30 p.m. 
 

June 15, Tuesday        Youth Group Outing      7:30 a.m. 
 

June 16, Wednesday    Cooking Connection on zoom    1:00 p.m. 
 

June 19, Saturday Great Vespers       5:00 p.m. 
 

Holy Pentecost 

June 20, Sunday Hours       9:10 a.m. 
   Divine Liturgy       9:30 a.m. 

Kneeling prayers follow 
 

 

to all our visitors and guests who have participated in our 
celebration of the Divine Liturgy this morning! While Holy 
Communion may only be received by prepared Orthodox 
Christians, our non-Orthodox guests are welcome to join 
with us. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

reminderS & AnnouncementS 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Some parishioners have asked if there is something specific for which they can 
donate in memory of Marie Gidus. Mom always wanted Fr. Daniel to have as many 
sets of beautiful vestments as Fr. Andrey :-) so we thought it would be fitting to set up 
a Vestment Fund in her memory. If you would like to donate, the Gidus and Mecera 
families would be honored. Any donations exceeding the cost of the set of vestments will go to 
items needed for the church. Checks can be made out to the church with 'Vestment Fund' in 
the memo. Thank you. Ann Marie Mecera and Paul Gidus 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Upcoming Events 
 

July 6, Tuesday 6:30 p.m. – Youth Group. 
 

July 8, Thursday 6:30 p.m. – Parish Council Meeting 

 

July 20, Tuesday 6:30 p.m. – Youth Group. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Please Include These Our Brothers And Sisters In Your Daily Prayers: 
Those in need Fred Allegro, Allison (Altenhoff), Janet Altenhoff, Sam (Altenhoff), 
Demetra (Bernardi), Dn Paul (Brown), Marsha (Brown), Billy(Brown), Tess (Brown), 
Will (Brown), Sandee Buchman, Lavinia (Busch), George Dimas, Heather (Engelhard), 
Philip (Engelhard), George (Engelhard), Yailma Gracias, Barry Gursky, Nicholas 



(Gursky), Nicholas (Homiak), Angelina Keiser, Robert Kindell, Christine Kindell, 
Anna Colon Lopez, Evdokia Malanowski, Ted Malanowski, Chris (Malanowski), Mike 
(Marcantelli), Elvira (Muresanu), Victor (Muresanu), Gregory (Nescott), Livia 
(Nescott), Elizabeth (Nethery), Joel (Nethery), Charles (Petutsky), David Petutsky, Jean 
Petutsky, Pr. Ted Pisarchuck, Christina (Popsuy), Silvia (Poupart), Lenore (Prawlocki), 
David (Reudelhuber), Fay (Reudelhuber), Florence (Russell), John (Russell), Rachael 
(Russell), Zora Russell, Tami (Savage), Timothy (Sills), Kathryn (Stachow), Jane 
Thomas, Abel Torres,  Anna (Torres), Tina Torres, Judy (Webster), Paula (Webster), 
Xenia Vranesevich, Earl (Wescoe), John (Wescoe), Eugene.Beiner, Military servers: 
Mark Popsuy, Nursing Home: Angelina Keiser, Home Bound: Sonya Berzenic, 
Expectant Mothers: Lilianne Brown, Cecelia Engelhard, Mat. Yana Syrkin, Leidy 
Matos, Gabriela Canosa, Newly Departed: Marie Gidus, Miguel (Montague), Paul 
(Concelman). 
 

Please let Father know if there is anyone you would like to have prayed for and added to 
this list . Please use this list in your daily prayers to remember those in need, and the 
faithful departed. Cards and well wishes can be sent to anyone on the list. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

BirthdAyS  June 13 – June 19 
14th Susan Mitchell 
15th Barbara Ealy 
16th   Sophia Meinhardt 
17th   Alexander Mew 
17th   Mat. Wanda Wyborski 
18th   Corrina Dixon 
18th   Sophia Justiniano 

AnniverSArieS  June 13 – June 19 
17th  Bart & Ingrid Gursky 
18th Karl & Nadezda  Miller 

mAy God GrAnt them mAny yeArS! 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Fathers of the 1st Ecumenical Council 
On the seventh Sunday of Pascha, we commemorate the holy God-bearing Fathers of 
the First Ecumenical Council. 
 

The Commemoration of the First Ecumenical Council has been 
celebrated by the Church of Christ from ancient times. The Lord 
Jesus Christ left the Church a great promise, "I will build My 
Church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it" (Mt. 16:18). 
Although the Church of Christ on earth will pass through difficult 
struggles with the Enemy of salvation, it will emerge victorious. The 
holy martyrs bore witness to the truth of the Savior's words, 
enduring suffering and death for confessing Christ, but the 
persecutor's sword is shattered by the Cross of Christ. 

 

Persecution of Christians ceased during the fourth century, but heresies arose within 
the Church itself. One of the most pernicious of these heresies was Arianism. Arius, a 
priest of Alexandria, was a man of immense pride and ambition. In denying the divine 
nature of Jesus Christ and His equality with God the Father, Arius falsely taught that 
the Savior is not consubstantial with the Father, but is only a created being. 
 

A local Council, convened with Patriarch Alexander of Alexandria presiding, 
condemned the false teachings of Arius. However, Arius would not submit to the 
authority of the Church. He wrote to many bishops, denouncing the decrees of the 
local Council. He spread his false teaching throughout the East, receiving support from 
certain Eastern bishops. 
 

Investigating these dissentions, the holy emperor Constantine (May 21) consulted 
Bishop Hosius of Cordova (Aug. 27), who assured him that the heresy of Arius was 
directed against the most fundamental dogma of Christ's Church, and so he decided to 
convene an Ecumenical Council. In 325, 318 bishops representing Christian Churches 
from various lands gathered together at Nicea. 
 

Among the assembled bishops were many confessors who had suffered during the 
persecutions, and who bore the marks of torture upon their bodies. Also participating 
in the Council were several great luminaries of the Church: St Nicholas, Archbishop of 
Myra in Lycia (December 6 and May 9), St Spyridon, Bishop of Tremithos (December 
12), and others venerated by the Church as holy Fathers. 
 

With Patriarch Alexander of Alexandria came his deacon, Athanasius (who later 
became Patriarch of Alexandria (May 2 and January 18). He is called "the Great," for 
he was a zealous champion for the purity of Orthodoxy. In the Sixth Ode of the 
Canon for today's Feast, he is referred to as "the thirteenth Apostle." 
 

The emperor Constantine presided over the sessions of the Council. In his speech, 
responding to the welcome by Bishop Eusebius of Caesarea, he said, "God has helped 
me cast down the impious might of the persecutors, but more distressful for me than 
any blood spilled in battle is for a soldier, is the internal strife in the Church of God, 
for it is more ruinous." 
 

Arius, with seventeen bishops among his supporters, remained arrogant, but his 
teaching was repudiated and he was excommunicated from the Church. In his speech, 
the holy deacon Athanasius conclusively refuted the blasphemous opinions of Arius. 
The heresiarch Arius is depicted in iconography sitting on Satan's knees, or in the 
mouth of the Beast of the Deep (Rev. 13). 
 

The Fathers of the Council declined to accept a Symbol of Faith (Creed) proposed by 
the Arians. Instead, they affirmed the Orthodox Symbol of Faith. St Constantine asked 
the Council to insert into the text of the Symbol of Faith the word "consubstantial," 
which he had heard in the speeches of the bishops. The Fathers of the Council 
unanimously accepted this suggestion. 
 

In the Nicean Creed, the holy Fathers set forth and confirmed the Apostolic teachings 
about Christ's divine nature. The heresy of Arius was exposed and repudiated as an 
error of haughty reason. After resolving this chief dogmatic question, the Council also 
issued Twelve Canons on questions of churchly administration and discipline. Also 
decided was the date for the celebration of Holy Pascha. By decision of the Council, 
Holy Pascha should not be celebrated by Christians on the same day with the Jewish 
Passover, but on the first Sunday after the first full moon of the vernal equinox (which 
occured on March 22 in 325). 
 

The First Ecumenical Council is also commemorated on May 29. 
http://ocafs.oca.org/FeastSaintsViewer.asp?SID=4&ID=1&FSID=43 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 



Martyr Aquilina of Byblos in Syria – Celebrated June 13 
Aquilina was born in the Palestinian town of Byblus of honorable 
Christian parents. At age seven, little Aquilina was already 
completely versed in the true Christian life and at age ten she was so 
filled with divine understanding and the grace of the Holy Spirit 
that she, with great power and zealousness, preached Christ to her 
female companions. When Diocletian's persecution began, someone 
accused Aquilina before Volusian, the imperial deputy, who was 

more like a beast than a man. At first, Volusian ordered that Aquilina be flogged and 
after that, a red hot rod be pierced through her ears and brain. Until the last moment, 
the virgin Aquilina freely and openly confessed Christ the Lord and when her brain 
and blood began to flow from her head, she fell as though dead. The deputy, thinking 
Aquilina was indeed dead, ordered her body to be carried outside the city and thrown 
upon a dung heap for the dogs to consume. But, an angel of God appeared to her at 
night and said to her: "Arise, and be whole!" And the virgin arose and was whole and 
for a long time she offered up praise of thanksgiving to God imploring Him not to 
deprive her to fulfill her martyr's mortification. A voice from heaven was heard: "Go, it 
will be to you as you pray" and Aquilina set out for the town. The gates of the town 
opened on their own accord before her and she entered like a spirit into the palace of 
the deputy and appeared before his bed. The deputy was seized with unspeakable fear, 
seeing the virgin alive whom he thought was dead. The following day, according to his 
command, the executioners led Aquilina out to behead her. Before her beheading, the 
virgin Aquilina prayed to God on her knees and gave up her soul. The executioner 
beheaded her lifeless head. Her relics gave healing to many of the sick. Aquilina was 
twelve years old when she suffered for the Lord: suffered and crowned with the 
martyr's wreath in the year 293 A.D.  
   The Prologue from Ohrid 
   © Serbian Orthodox Church Diocese of Western America 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

St Augustine the Bishop of Hippo – Celebrated June 15 
Augustine turned from paganism to Christianity, thanks to the counsels, 
tears and prayers of his mother Monica. He was a great teacher of the 
Church and an influential writer but with certain unapproved extremes in 
his teaching. As bishop of Hippo, he glorified the Lord for thirty-five years 
and lived a total of seventy-six years on earth (354-430 A.D.). 
  The Prologue from Ohrid 
  © Serbian Orthodox Church Diocese of Western America 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Holy Martyrs Hypatius, Leontius & Theodulus – Celebrated June 18 
Leontius was a Roman commander in Tripoli in Phoenicia during the 
reign of Emperor Vespasian. He was born in Hellas [Greece] "of 
great physical stature, powerful, strong and brave in battles." 
Hadrian, the imperial deputy, sent a military detachment to arrest 
Leontius, for Hadrian was a fierce adversary and persecutor of 
Christians. Hypatius, the senior officer of this detachment, became ill 
enroute with a bitter fever because of which the detachment had to 
slow down their march. One night an angel of God appeared to 

Hypatius and said to him: "If you want to be well, cry out three times toward heaven 
with all your soldiers: 'O God of Leontius help me!' " 
 

Hypatius informed his companions of his vision and all in unison cried out as the angel 
instructed and immediately Hypatius became well. This miracle astonished all but 
especially Theodulus. Hypatius and Theodulus then went ahead of the other soldiers to 
seek Commander Leontius. Leontius received them graciously and served them. When 
he expounded his faith in Christ to them, their hearts burned with love for Christ and, 
at that moment, a bright cloud descended upon Hypatius and Theodulus and dew from 
a cloud descended upon them. That was the Holy Spirit of God Himself baptizing 
these converted souls and St. Leontius, at that moment, spoke these words: "In the 
name of the All-holy Trinity: Father, Son and Holy Spirit." The evil Hadrian, learning 
that Hypatius and Theodulus became Christians, ordered that they be scourged without 
mercy and following that to be beheaded with an axe. And so, these two spiritual 
children of Leontius died. 
 

Then Hadrian prescribed cruel tortures for Leontius but Leontius remained 
unwavering in his holy faith. His entire body was covered with wounds but he 
diligently prayed to God not to abandon him. In the midst of the cruelest torments, an 
angel of the Lord appeared to him, encouraged and comforted him. Finally, they 
knocked the martyr Leontius to the ground and beat him until he gave up his soul to 
God. The sufferings of St. Leontius was personally witnessed by Kir Notarius who 
recorded all that he saw on lead tablets and placed them in the martyr's grave. St. 
Leontius suffered honorably in the year 73 A.D. 
   The Prologue from Ohrid 
   © Serbian Orthodox Church Diocese of Western America  
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Apostle Jude the Brother of the Lord – Celebrated June 19 
Saint Jude was one of the Twelve Apostles. He was the son of 
Joseph and Salome and the brother of James, the brother of 
the Lord. With Salome, the daughter of Angeja the son of 
Varahina, the brother of Zacharias, Joseph the carpenter had 
four sons: James, Hosea, Simon and Jude. This Jude is 
sometimes called: "Jude, the brother of James" because of his 
more famous brother (St. Luke 6:16 Acts 1:14). St. Jude begins 
his epistle in this manner: "Jude, the servant of Jesus Christ 
and the brother of James" (St. Jude 1:1). Even though he could 

be called the brother of the Lord as much as James, he did not do this out of humility 
and shame for, in the beginning, he did not believe Christ the Lord. When the elder 
Joseph, before his death, wanted to leave a portion of his estate to Jesus as well as to 
his other children, all of them protested this, even Jude, only James voluntarily set aside 
a share of his portion and intended it for Jesus. Jude is also called Levi and Thaddeaus. 
There is another Thaddeaus of the Seventy Apostles (August 21) but this Thaddeaus or 
Jude was one of the Great Apostles. Jude preached the Gospel throughout Judea, 
Samaria, Galilee, Idumedia, Syria, Arabia, Mesopotamia and Armenia. In Edessa, the 
town of Abgar, he augmented the preaching of the other Thaddeaus. When Jude 
preached throughout the regions around Ararat he was captured by pagans, crucified 
on a cross and killed by being shot throughout with arrows to eternally reign in the 
Kingdom of Christ. 
   The Prologue from Ohrid 
   © Serbian Orthodox Church Diocese of Western America 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 



Chariots and Horses 
June 14 is the feast day of Elisha, a prophet of the Northern 
Kingdom of Israel. 
 

Elisha was the son of a farmer, called to his vocation while he was 
plowing a field "with twelve yoke of oxen before him" (I KIngs 19: 
19). Elijah, the senior prophet who has been told by God to seek 
him out, casts his mantle on Elisha, who runs after him and 
promises to follow him once he has kissed his parents goodbye. 
 

The casting of the mantle is a kind of anointing, and Elisha will be 
with his mentor until the day when Elijah says to him, "Ask what I 

shall do for you, before I am taken from you" (II Kings 2: 9). Elisha makes a bold 
request: "I pray you, let me inherit a double share of your spirit." 
 

Then the two are separated by a "chariot of fire and horses of fire." Elijah ascends, in a 
whirlwind, into the heavens. Elisha cries out, "My father, my father! The chariots of 
Israel and its horsemen!" 
 

One of the many miracles Elisha does after this reveals the importance of the words 
"chariots and horses." The Syrian army has come by night and surrounded the 
Israelites with "horses and chariots and a great army." Elisha's terrified servant asks, 
"Alas, my master! What shall we do?" 
 

Elisha's answer at first glance seems strange: "Fear not, for those who are with us are 
more than those are with them." He prays that God will open the servant's eyes so he 
may see for himself what the answer means. The Lord does open the young man's 
eyes, and he sees that "behold, the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire 
round about Elisha" (II Kings 6: 17b). 
 

As Elisha is dying, Joash the king of Israel weeps and cries out to him, "My father, my 
father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!" These words, the same ones Elisha 
said to Elijah, indicate the strength and power given by God to His prophets. They are 
greater than any earthly power, as Elisha's young servant saw with his own eyes. They 
will preserve the people of Israel as long as the people listen to their prophets. When 
they don't, they will be undone. Even mighty Solomon, with his silver, gold, myrrh, 
spices, slaves and "fourteen hundred chariots and twelve thousand horsemen," (I 
KIngs 10: 26) loses everything when he ignores a warning prophecy and turns away 
from God. 
 

Troparion - Tone 4 
An angel in the flesh and the cornerstone of the prophets, 

the second forerunner of the coming of Christ, 
Glorious Elijah sent grace from on high to Elisha, 

to dispel diseases and to cleanse lepers. 
Therefore, he pours forth healings on those who honor him. 

 

We remember this every Holy Saturday when we read that the Israelites crossed the 
Red Sea while Pharaoh's horses and chariots were drowned. We sing with Miriam, 
"The horse and rider He has thrown into the sea" (Exodus 15: 21). We can cross any 
sea, no matter how daunting, because He is with us as He was with the people and the 
prophets to whom He sent his "horses and chariots of fire." 
 

This weekly bulletin insert complements the curriculum published by the Department of 
Christian Education of the Orthodox Church in America. This and many other Christian 
Education resources are available at http://dce.oca. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Please contact Fr. Daniel Hickman for all pastoral issues, hospital visits, 
emergencies, etc. Please keep him abreast of any issues that come up.  

GenerAl informAtion 
Orthodox Church of St. Stephen the Protomartyr 

  Orthodox Church in America, Diocese of the South    
1895 Lake Emma Road, Longwood, FL 32750 

Phone: 386-227-7056 
Website: www.ststephenoca.com 

 

Mail Address: 
Orthodox Church of St Stephen     

P.O. Box 950209  
Lake Mary, FL 32795 

 

Priest: Fr. Daniel Hickman 
Cell Number 407-388-4241 

Email: frdaniel@ststephenoca.com 
 

Russian Mission Priest: Fr. Andrey Syrkin 
Cell Number 407-536-1071 

Email: frandreysyrkin@gmail.com 
 

Deacon: Fr. Protodeacon Michael Malanowski 
Cell Number      386-624-5794 
Email: dnmichael@gmail.com 

 

Deacon: Fr. Deacon Mark Reudelhuber 
Cell Number      407-718-2549 
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