
Gone But                  Never Forgotten

John Lonsdale                      1934 - 2019

It is with heavy hearts and great sadness that the Lonsdale family announce the peaceful passing 

of John Lonsdale in Brampton Civic Hospital on Thursday, October 17, 2019, with family by his 

side. Beloved husband of the late Mary Lonsdale. Loving father of Michele (Brent), Kelly (Tim) 

and predeceased by son Steven and daughter Roxanne. Cherished grandfather of Mary, 

Maegan, Jack and Joey. Predeceased by sister Joyce. John will be dearly missed by everyone 

who knew him. Family and friends may gather at the Andrews Community Funeral Centre 5pm. A 

Celebration of Life will be held in the Chapel of the funeral home at 11am. on Monday, October 

21, 2019. 

John Archibald Lonsdale

JANUARY 18, 1934 – OCTOBER 17, 2019

John joined our club in 2009, signed up for 2015 but was 

unable to play due to his health.  He will be remember for his 

good humour, joke telling and the ever present cigar, but most 

of all his SPORTSMANSHIP. 

John Lonsdale his life story 

John was born January 18th 1934, in Toronto, and lived on Montrose Ave, which is in the Ossington and College st area, 
along with his only sibling Joyce, who now resides out west. He is part native Indian (Ojibwa). 
 
Growing up he was always involved in sports, and played baseball at Christie Pits, played hockey and later after moving 
to Brampton, in 1953 continued playing Fastball, hockey, and later on played hockey with the old-timers, played until he 
was 76 years old, and was inducted into their Hall of Fame. He was an instructor with the YBC 5 pin bowling, he 
coached both boys and men’s hockey, and in the summer time girls and ladies softball. He is an avid golfer and enjoys 
heading south for the annual golf tournament with the Old Boys. 
 
Before moving to Brampton he had a daughter Roxanne from his first marriage, but in 1953 met his true love of his life 
Mary and they had 3 children Michele, Steve, and his baby Kelly. They made him a proud Grandfather of four, Great 
Grandfather of four, and Great Great Grandfather of two. Not everything in his life was rosy, tragedy struck in 2001 when 
Mary succumbs to Cancer and in 2003 his son passed away suddenly. 
 
He worked for Dominion/ A& P for 42 years, as a warehouse supervisor, when he retired he wasn’t one to sit around and 
took on the job as crossing guard, for the Fallingdale School, as in his days of coaching girls softball, they all loved him 
and couldn’t wait to see him in the morning, lunch hours and on their way home.  

 
When up at Wasaga Beach annual hockey tournament in late spring, the boys would hang out at John’s 
cottage, and throughout the year when friends and family got together, out would come the horseshoes, and a 
few refreshments and they would play for hours. 



He is a member of the Legion and every Thursday, many of the Old Boys hockey team get together, and 
reminisce about hockey they have played over the years. They all are Maple Leaf hockey die heart fans and 
hope that this just might be the year they advance in the Stanley Cup finals. 
 
In 2009 Ken Condie after many years of trying to get him to join the horseshoe club he finally conceded and 
admits it was one of the best things that happen to him, he already has recruited others.  
 
Once again life threw him a curve, in 2012 he was diagnosed with cancer; he underwent chemo therapy and is 
under control.  He continued to come out and to play horseshoe, even though some nights he was too weak to 
play. At the banquet the club presented him with the Cecil Churchill – Jack Savery Award.  
 
His life time average with the club is 7.2 % his highest year was 2011 he finished with a 9.6% average, his 
progress is at a standstill, but once he fully recovers, he will continue to improve. He won the “D” division the 
first two years of playing, and third place in 2011, (he said he didn’t want another watch).  
 
It has been my pleasure in knowing John for the past 35 years, and like the other members he has been an 
inspiration to me and the rest of the club members. Ken  

Jack Savery – Cecil Churchill Award 

Courage – Perseverance – Dedication 

Presented to 

John Lonsdale 

You Continued to play and share your 

fellowship while fighting a tough battle 

with a serious medical condition.

A lesser man would have quit.

You are an inspiration to all members of 

the Brampton Men’s Horseshoe Club 

When the going gets tough

The tough get going 

.

2012 banquet Presenting the award Cecil Churchill and 

Robert Stewart  both recipients of this award.



Ken told the members  

of how he met John, 

about 30 years ago an 

his involvement in 

sports, and the type of 

character he is.

2010 Bert Large Memorial Singles

1st Place 

At the banquet Ken said let me tell you a little, about John Lonsdale

John and I go back approximately 30 years, he coached by daughter in softball, very strict 

coach, expected only 100% effort from the girls, but at the end of the night, had a hug for each 

and everyone of them, whether they won or lost.

Years later when they became adults, with children of their own, when they see him, they give 

him a big hug, and thank him for all the good times.  John played hockey, up to this past year, 

but still went out and helped coach, he was a pretty good ball player and truly a fine sportsman.   

also a great family man and grandfather

John this past year has been fighting cancer , along with a hernia which was operated on part 

way through the season , it slowed him down a little bit and sometimes, after chemo,  was to 

weak to come out.  there were nights he came out played a couple of games and went home, to 

fatigue to continue.   “but he still came out and did his best”

I'm happy to say he continues to improved, has played a little more golf and finished our 

season. 

All the people he has touched over the years, he has taught them how to deal with life, whatever 

is dealt to them. And during this difficult time of his life, he continues to teach us all, how to deal 

with life.

I don’t think these three men standing here today, really understand, the lessons they have 

taught us.  How to deal with the pain and suffering that they are going through.  you never heard 

them say   “why me”  They have helped others, going through difficult times, showing them that 

with a positive out look you can defeat all obstacles that get in your way.  They talk about next 

year and years to come.  

They have shown us the courage – perseverance – dedication . I thank them on your behalf for 

continuing to share their fellowship with us. 


