
Gone But                  Never Forgotten

Bernie Sikkema                    1934 - 2009

Bernie Sikkema was born in the northern part of Holland on 

March 13, 1934. At the age of 17, moved to Canada and settled in 

Picton Ontario.  Moved to Brampton in 1952, where his interest 

in Horseshoes started, in 1954 as a recreational sport at church 

functions.  He joined the Brampton Horseshoe Club in 1980 and 

was an active member until he was unable to continue, due to a 

serious shoulder problem in 2007.  

Bernie introduced his sons to the game of horseshoe and in 

1985 to 1990 Ed played in our club and came back in 2009, Ron 

played in 1988 – 1989, 

David played in 2006, he 

returned in 2010. His son 

Fred has been his partner 

at the Fall Fair where in 

2002 they were successful 

in winning their division. 

So over the years it has 

been a family affair. 

Bernie recruited many 

members to the club 

including his brother in-law Ben Sikkema in 2000; he 

continues to be a member.   

Over the 28 season played, he maintained an average of 

31.2 %, his highest year being 1995 with a 40.0% average.  

He was player of the week in 2006 with a one night 

average of 36.4%. 

His wish list in 2003, when he had the honour of pitching out 

the first shoe to open the season, and was featured on the front 

cover of our yearbook, was for indoor courts in Brampton, to 

be on a first place championship team, that one came true in 

2006 when his team came in first in the “A” division, his last 

wish was to stay healthy, and participate for many more years, 

that wish was shortened, after a lengthy battle, he succumbed 

to cancer, on August 27, 2009 

Bernie’s last official visit to the club was on May 5, 2009 where 

he handed the shoes to Jack O’Neill for him to pitch out the 

first shoe to open our season.                                    

                               “He was a competitor and would not give an inch” 

Picture right: instructing his son Ed.                        

Below: with Fred at the Fall Fair.                                 

You see a different side of Bernie,                       

not so serious. 



This picture appeared on the cover of our 2003 yearbook

There was another side of Bernie,  that most of us never seen. 

My 

boys

Proud Grandad



Note from Ed: Bernie loved to play Horseshoe, he was always disappointed when Horseshoes was 

over, and couldn’t wait till next year, if we met as a family and the weather was good, it wasn’t 

snowing or raining you would always find our family playing horseshoe, The BMHC meant a lot to 

him he was always talking about the guys, the games, the tournaments. The club, the guys were a 

special part of his life, and you guys made him a happier man.  “ Thanks Sikkema family ”

On March 4th Len Smith and Ken Condie visited Bernie 

Sikkema and brought him a basket of fruit on behalf of the 

members.  Bernie spirits were high even though the doctors 

gave him only a few months to live. He told us he would be 

out for opening day and true to his word he was there.

We had a great conversation, of how he spent his summers 

at the trailer and teaching his boys how to pitch horseshoes 

and how he loved playing in the BMHC which was a big part 

of his life for over 28 years.

He thanks the members for the fruit basket and said he will 

enjoy every bit of it.

On August 29th a plant was 

delivered to the Ward Funeral 

Home for the Sikkema family, on 

behalf of the membership. Bernie 

after a lengthy battle with cancer, 

passed away on August 27th,

viewing was at the Ward Funeral 

Home at 52 Main Street on Sunday 

August 30th , with a memorial 

service at Holland Christian Homes 

on Monday.

The family thanks the membership 

for showing their support .
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