
WHY LIBERIA? 

It is a fact that the only nation in Africa and perhaps in the whole world which was 
directly founded by Americans is Liberia. The last white American who ruled Liberia was 
Governor Thomas Buchanan, a cousin to President James Buchanan. The first 
President of Liberia, Joseph Jenkins Roberts, a successful businessman, was from 
Norfolk, Virginia. Roberts, a free man with white father and an African American mother 
migrated from Norfolk, Virginia, to Liberia.  

The first immigrants who settled in 
Liberia 1822 were mostly from New 
York, and their 
first settlement was called 
Christopolis, which was later 
changed to Monrovia. The 
second immigrants to settle on the 
seacoast of Liberia were mainly from 
Pennsylvania, and their first 
settlement was called Buchanan, 
including Lower Buchanan and Upper 

Buchanan, named after Governor Thomas Buchanan. The third immigrants to settle 
along the coast were mainly from Mississippi, but some were from Louisiana and 
Kentucky. Their area was called "Mississippi in Africa," which had three settlements: 
Greenville, Lexington, and Louisiana. But "Mississippi in Africa" was later changed to 
Sinoe. The fourth immigrants to settle on the coast east of "Mississippi in Africa" were 
from the state of Maryland, and that region is called Maryland to this day.  

Liberia is a replica of America. The Independence Day of 
Liberia is in July and the Flag Day is in August. If one 
removes 49 of the stars from the US Flag and the flag is 
set side by side with the Liberian Flag, it would be 
impossible for anyone to tell the difference between the two because there would be no 
difference. The Liberian Constitution is like the US Constitution with the form of 
government like that of the United States. In fact, the Liberian Constitution was written 
by two Harvard University professors, one of whom was Professor Simon Greenfield.  

Liberia was mainly founded to be a Christian colony to spread the Gospel of the Lord 
Jesus Christ among the African people. Liberia through the famous evangelist, Prophet 
Harris, spread the Gospel of our Lord throughout West Africa. A Nigerian Evangelist, 
during a crusade he had in Liberia, said that the first person to introduce Christianity in 
Nigeria was a Liberian. Before the Liberian Civil War in 1989, everyday from the shore 
of Liberia, the Gospel of Christ was preached throughout Africa through the famous 
Christian radio station, ELWA (Eternal Love Winning Africa), operated by SIM (Society 
for International Mission).  



Liberia was also founded to fight the slave trade on the 
West Coast of Africa; and it successfully fought it and 
ended it. Even before the end of the slave trade in 
West Africa, Liberia was greatly praised in the book 
Africa Redeemed published in 1851. In it, the author 
wrote:  

"Engaged in a work of unsurpassed dignity and importance, the inhabitants of this small 
Republic are accomplishing more good, as I must believe, than any equal number of 
human beings on the face of the globe. More, perhaps, than to the united endeavors of 
all Christian nations, with their treaties and armed squadrons against the slave-trade, is 
humanity indebted for its suppression along many hundred miles of the African coast, to 
the people of Liberia."  

Liberia was called America's African Friend 
by a great American writer, Earl Anderson. 
If any nation declared war on America, 
that nation automatically declared war on 
Liberia; and the US Government had the 
right to recruit Liberians in America to fight 
for the defense of the United States. In the 
League of Nations, Liberia was one of 
America's closest allies. During World War II, 
Liberia provided practically all the rubber which America used. Liberia also provided a 
base in Africa from which America fought the war. In the United Nations, Liberia always 
voted with the United States. Before 1980, the national currency of Liberia was the US 
dollar and cents.  

The American Colonization Society (ACS) Founded Liberia. To spread the gospel 
of the Lord Jesus Christ...  

To many Africans traveling to Liberia was to them like traveling to the United States. 
Liberia was the big brother of all colonies on the continent. Liberia gave passports to 
Africans who needed to travel to western countries when the colonial governors denied 
passports. Liberia gave financial support to many of the African leaders who fought for 
the freedom of their countries from colonial rule. All the former colonies of Africa that 

gained their independence looked to Liberia 
for guidance. But tragically, a civil war, which 
has been fought for over 16 years, brought 
Liberia to its knees. It killed more than 10% of 
the nation's population and has sent hundreds 
of thousands into exile.  

It is the Americans who have brought Liberia 
into being, including great American 
statesmen like Henry Clay, who was Speaker 



of the US House of Representatives; Francis Scott Key, author of the US National 
Anthem; Daniel Webster, the great American statesman and famous orator; Bushrod 
Washington, Nephew of President George Washington; John Mills, one of the founders 
of the American Bible Society; Robert Finley, a Presbyterian Minister; President James 
Monroe, after whom the Capital of Liberia was named; and many other prominent 
American statesmen, who founded in 1817 the American Colonization Society, the 
organization which gave birth to Liberia.  

Ahead International now offers an opportunity for Christian America to rally together to 
play a leading role in the evangelization of Liberia and in restoring peace, economic, 
social, and political stability to the nation. AHEAD therefore appeals to Christian 
churches and organizations of America to rally together to pray for Liberia and help 
rescue the country from sinking any deeper. Ahead International also calls upon mission 
agencies that had ministries in Liberia before the civil war to launch a campaign of 
calling upon their supporting churches and individuals to pray more passionately for 
Liberia.  
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