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A Message from the 2020 Auction Team
Happy 2020! Hope all is well with you. It has been a crazy year so far. A lot of things have 

changed since our last Auction…global pandemic and our new class of freshman girls!

Obviously, we won’t be able to proceed with our normal event, but we think 
we have some real innovative plans for this year. We are still planning to 

have an Online Auction this year...“All dressed up and no place to go!” 
theme. The Auction will be conducted over multiple days begining 

Wednesday, December 2nd and concluding on Saturday, December 5th and 
we will be releasing new items every night. With being online, we also have a lot 

more opportunities to help market sponsors with our ClickBid Website, video links, 
and our Facebook and email communications.

We plan to have a much bigger audience this year 
since we will be able to have all our Alumni and 
extended families register and attend virtually. This 
year’s Fund A Need will also be focused on a 
much-needed renovation of the Dining Halls. We 
even have some opportunities to sponsor some of 
the areas that have extensive visibility to all 
OLSM families, alumni, and visitors to our 
campus.

Frequently asked questions that we have 
received include:

How do I register? You can purchase bid codes for the event for 
only $35. Please visit www.stmarysauction.com to register.

When is the auction? The bidding for the auction will start on Wednesday, December 2nd 
and ends Saturday, December 5th.

How will people get the items they won? We have a delivery team that will deliver items to 
winners on Sunday, December 6th.

—Rob Skorupski and Monica Higgins, Auction Chairs 
Olsmauction@gmail.com

Sunday, November 22
Last Day to Purchase

Auction Ticket

Wednesday, November 25
NO SCHOOL

Thanksgiving Recess begins

Monday, November 30
Classes Resume

Wednesday, December 2
Online Auction Begins

Saturday, December 5
Online Auction Ends

Monday, December 14
Midterm Exams Periods 1 & 2

Tuesday, December 15
Midterm Exams Periods 3 & 4

Wednesday, December 16
Midterm Exams Periods 5 & 6

Thursday, December 17 
Midterm Exams 

Period 7 & Make-up
End of Marking Period

December 18 - January 3
NO SCHOOL 

CHRISTMAS RECESS

Monday, January 4
Classes Resume

Monday, January 18
NO SCHOOL

Martin Luther King Day
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ear St. Mary’s Families:

It is hard to believe that winter is nearly upon us. Our campus looks gorgeous with all of the holiday lights and 
decorations and with the addition of the new basketball courts and gazebo.

We are continually looking into other avenues to reach out to our parents. We have just launched our Moms and Dads 
Club website that will provide our parents with all the information and links you will need to guide you through your four 
years at St. Mary’s and beyond. So please go visit us at www.mndclub.com.

The first of our two major fundraisers, The St. Mary’s Auction, is quickly approaching. We are blessed for all our families 
that have donated items or donated towards our “Fund A Need”. Special thanks to our hard working auction committee 
and chairs because this year holds a different style of fundraising as we find ourselves continually navigating through this 
pandemic. It truly is a gift to have such wonderful parents at St Mary’s!

Please continue to read all the Parent E-mails that the school sends out, especially the weekly updates for the Auction.   
Learn how you can continue to accomplish your 10 PIP Hours! This year, since we are having a virtual auction, it has 
given us the ability to expand our fundraising efforts. This is a great opportunity to get your friends, family and our past 
alumni involved in our fundraising efforts. Spread the word and join us in such a wonderful St. Mary’s event which 
supports our mission that directly benefits our sons and daughters!

Have a Happy Thanksgiving and a Merry Christmas!
—Darlene & Steve Kuphal, Presidents, Moms & Dads Club

d.kuphal@sbcglobal.net, s.kuphal@sbcglobal.net

  

Our 2020 project is even more aggressive, but will make an incredible addition to our 
campus for current and future students, faculty, and alumni to use for years. This project 
will focus on the much-needed upgrades to the OLSM Dining Halls. The goal is making 
this area multi-functional to support dining, meetings, and social gatherings. Upgrades to 
this area will include:

• New Ceiling Upgrades
• Painting Walls and Columns, Clean Floors
• Furniture Upgrade to Support Multi-function events
• Upgrade Lighting, Sound, and Video
• Lobby Upgrades including bathrooms

There are four separate areas in our dining hall building that all need improvements. Like last year, our goal is to 
raise enough money to begin and finish a complete renovation. With that approach in mind, the team has broken 
the project into four phases. We are focusing on the main dining hall and lobby first.

All donation amounts are welcomed! There are also opportunities for Sponsorships! 
Questions please call/text Rob Skorupski (248) 231-2136
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— Bob Pyles, Headmaster
bpyles@stmarysprep.com 

248-683-0530 

s the lights and decorations have been put 
up at our Grotto and around Campus – and 
a couple local radio stations have switched 
their programming into Christmas 

Music-mode – we come to the realization that 
the end of our first semester and The Holiday 
Season is just about a month away. 

So much has been accomplished thus far in 
academic year 2020-21 and our administrative 
team is already planning the curriculum and 
staffing needs for our next school year in order 
that we might continue to not only maintain 
our many successes and positive momentum, 
but to grow and improve upon the OLSM 
experience so crucial to the development of your 
sons’ and daughters’ education. 

The Admissions Department has been 
innovative and tireless in our efforts at 
attracting and enrolling the top prospective 
students and families to St. Mary’s Prep. The 
interest has been extraordinary – in both our 
Boys and Girls Divisions. From Zoom Meetings 
on topics including The Application Process, 
Scholarships and Financial Aid, Athletics, 
Clubs, Programs & Extra-curriculars and our 
in-person campus tours, the future of St. Mary’s 
is as strong as it has been in a very long time. 
We are proud that we have the 3rd largest 
Freshmen Class of any Catholic School in the 
entire Archdiocese of Detroit – and are 
expanding our facilities and staff to ensure that 
the individualized attention and single-gender, 
small class sizes your children need and 
deserve will remain at the foundation of what 
has made us the great school we are. The 
relationships we build with our students – and 
“God - Family - St. Mary’s” – will continue to 
drive our mission, as we remain steadfast in 
teaching the tenets of Ora, Labora, Vince (Pray, 
Work, Win) in all that we do. 

Two weeks ago, St. Mary’s – in our 
partnership with Ford Motor Company – 
launched our “Women of Ford” (WoF) and “Full 
STEAM Ahead” (Science Tech Engineering Arts 
& Math) Programs in our Girls Division – and 
what a night it was! A presentation by Ford’s 
Global Powertrain Director Sandy Ilievsky 
introduced our young ladies to careers in 
manufacturing, engineering and other positions 
in the automotive sector and the response was 

A phenomenal, as all of 
our girls and their 
parents were able to 
take part in this 
incredible program. 
Our sincere thanks 
goes out to Ford 
Motor Company for 
their time and 
expertise in helping 
the young ladies in 
our Girls Division 
with their career 
planning. 

In addition, our OLSM National Honors Society 
just installed 43 students into The St. Mary’s 
Chapter of this prestigious organization, bringing 
our total school membership to 87 (41 Juniors and 
46 Seniors). Congratulations to these deserving 
young men. 

The young men in the Class of 2021 are at an 
exciting point in their “academic calendar” as college 
scholarships and admissions notices are arriving 
daily. Our Senior Guidance Counselor reports that 
acceptance notices to the top colleges and 
universities in Michigan and our nation are again 
proving the strong reputation of our students and 
teachers as a St. Mary’s Graduate continues to be 
well-positioned and prepared for post-secondary 
success. 

The Fall Sports Season has wrapped up and 
Basketball, Hockey, Competitive Cheer, Wrestling, 
Bowling, and Ski and Snowboard are set to embark 
on their respective Winter Campaigns. We pledge 
our support and wish them all success. 

Our administration once again has continued our 
commitment to Community Service efforts, 
including our Annual Coat Drive, a Blanket Drive 
for The Sr. Judie Outreach and continuing our 
Adopt A Family program for the Holidays in both 
our Boys and Girls Divisions. Please reach out to 
Campus Minister Marcus Sheena at: 
MSheena@StMarysPrep.com should you be able to 
donate or assist with any of these efforts. 

Please be safe and thank you all for everything you 
do for OLSM -- #1 in Michigan. 

Go Eaglets!



ello fellow freshman families. We hope you and your 
families are doing well. We’ve enjoyed meeting some of you 
at sporting events and we’re looking forward to meeting 

even more of you as ski season is approaching. 

Back in October we sent out an email sharing our class 
Facebook page. Our Boys Division Facebook page can be found by 
searching “OLSM Boys Class of 2024” or by using the following 
link:  https://www.facebook.com/groups/1788900561277140. We 
are doing our best to share all pertinent information to help 
everyone keep up to date on what’s going on at St. Mary’s. This is 
our first year at St. Mary’s so please help by inviting other 
freshman parents to join the page.

 Please familiarize yourself with the online Auction and make 
sure you check out and bid on our freshman class project to help 
raise money for our amazing school. Some families are hosting 
small Auction parties to help make the Auction a success. Auction 
volunteer hours are available for hosting so please consider. 
Please make sure to check out the St. Mary’s Auction page...it’s a 
great way to stay informed about the Auction, volunteer 
requirements and how we can all participate in this fundraiser.

 We are still looking forward to our freshman class Mass & 
Breakfast. As soon as the gathering restrictions are lifted and 
the school deems it appropriate, we will start planning. Matt 
and I look forward to sharing this OLSM tradition with our 
freshman families.

 We pray every day for God’s protection over our families, 
school, students, and staff. Wishing you and your families a 
Happy Thanksgiving and a Merry Christmas!

 With thankful hearts,

—Bonnie & Matt Graves, Boys Div. Freshman Class Reps
Classof2024@mndclub.com
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ratitude can transform common days into Thanksgiving, 
turn routine jobs into joy, and change ordinary 
opportunities into blessings.” - William Arthur Ward

This year we are taking one week at a time. Congratulations to 
the Soccer and Cross-Country teams for their successful fall 
seasons!

Our Annual Auction will be here very soon. It will be a 
virtual event held across multiple days. Logon and see what 
wonderful items you can bid on. You might even have the 
opportunity to purchase a few of your Christmas presents.

Coming up next will be our Adopt A Family. The family 
provides a list of items they want / need and the sizes of the 
parents and kids. We collect the presents and wrap them for 
delivery. Some years their request is as basic as new socks, 
PJs, or underwear and / or food and gas gift cards. We will 
send out a sign-up genius with all the gift items. We'll need to 
wait to see what this year brings.

As the dates and programs are formalized information will 
be communicated in the Parents e-mails, our Facebook page, 
and Senior 401 e-mails.  

Class of 2021...Together we can continue to build our St. 
Mary’s Prep community.

God Bless,
—Traci & Lon Shook, Senior Class Reps

Classof 2021@mndclub.com

“G

ello Class of 2022 Parents!

Warm winter greetings to all of you! In just days, we 
will be all dressed up, with no place to go. Join us 

Virtually, Wednesday December 2nd thru Saturday, December 
5th for our St. Mary’s 21st Annual Auction. Thank you for all 
your donations and your support during this non-traditional 
year. We just could not do it without you! Happy giving and 
gifting! 

Also, Happy Thanksgiving, Merry Christmas and Happy New 
Year to you and your family! Enjoy your Holiday Season!

Peace and Prayers,

—Nicki & Michael Brown, Freshmen Class Reps
Class of 2022@mndclub.com

H

urray! We have almost made it through November with 
face to face and virtual learning! Although this year has 
been different than any other, it has been a great time to 
exercise creativity! The first OLSM “Virtual Auction” is a 

product of that! Be sure to watch for information on 
purchasing your bid tickets to participate! Also, you don’t 
want to miss your chance to bid on the Class of 2023 Plinko 
Project! All proceeds go to the Moms and Dads Club to fund 
the projects they support at St. Mary’s Prep.  

 As the bright and festive holiday season approaches, we 
want to express our appreciation for the staff and teachers 
that keep our students learning and active. We will one day 
be back to “normal,” and we look forward to the events that 
we will be a part of again. Until then, no matter what, there 
is always, always, always, something to be thankful for! The 
OLSM community tops that list! 

 Warmest Wishes! 

—Michelle & Phil McShane, Sophomore Class Rep
michellemcshane6@gmail.com

H
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It has been a busy fall. The seniors have already applied to 319 colleges in time 
for the November 1st early action deadline. We have already seen some 
acceptances and scholarships. Our students are working hard to meet the 
November 15th and December 1st deadlines. We also have students applying to 
ROTC programs and researching trade schools. 

We scheduled a virtual FAFSA help session with financial aid specialists in 
November to help senior families process financial aid paperwork, and recently 
hosted Mally ACT for an ACT vs. SAT presentation geared toward sophomore and 
junior families. 

Pictured to the right are Prep seniors Steel Yonish and Harrison Ogochukwu. 
Steel is researching schools and Harrison is completing applications. 

 

 

— Ann Bartus, Senior Class Academic Dean/College Counselor
abartus@stmarysprep.com
248-392-9984

t’s hard to believe that we are already in the month of November 
and completed our first marking period. Typically we would have 
had parent teacher conferences, but due to the pandemic situation 

the conferences were canceled. If you have a concern, you are more 
than welcome to reach out to your daughter’s teacher.

A couple of things to keep in mind as we approach the auction. The 
big live streamed auction event is Saturday, December 5th. In order 
to participate you must purchase a bidder number. This is where the 
bigger ticket items will be auctioned live and will be a lot of fun. The 
Auction will be open from Wednesday, December 2nd through 
Saturday, December 5th so you have plenty of time to bid on all the 
items and even plan for Christmas. Reminder...we all have to work 
10 hours for the Auction.

As it’s getting colder, the girls must wear tights and boots. The 
tights can be purchased at the uniform store and definitely make 
sure the boots you purchase are waterproof. If you have questions 
regarding a specific type of boot and if it is acceptable, please direct 
your questions to Mrs. Castiglione or the student council.

With typical St Mary’s tradition, we will be adopting a family for 
the Christmas holidays. As soon as we receive the name of the 
family, a meeting will be held to plan out the types of items needed.

As always, please reach out if you have any questions.  

God Bless,
—Mary and Rich Roodbergen, 

Girls Division Freshman Class Reps
Classof2024@mndclub.com

I

OLSM GIRLS DIVISION &
FORD MOTOR CO. 

PARTNERSHIP

Our Girls Division is partnering with Ford Motor 
Company this month to launch “Women in 
Manufacturing” (WiM) and “Full STEAM Ahead” 
(Science Technology Engineering and Math) 
programs right here on campus. These programs 

are encouraging 
students to see 
these four 
academic 
disciplines in a 
new light, 
learn from 
strong female 
leaders at 
Ford, and 
benefit from 

the company's 
numerous mentoring opportunities often not 
readily available to high school students. Students 
and their families met at a socially distanced 
launch presentation with Ford leaders in the 
Archdiocesan Shrine Chapel of St. John Paul II for 
an overview of the program objectives.
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As a part of our Fund A Need effort we would like to give a special thank 
you and recognition to one of our main Auction sponsors: 

Alliance Catholic Credit Union

As part of their very generous support for this year they will also be 
sponsoring the Eagle Courtyard Renovation project.  This renovation to 

our campus will begin in the Spring and will be a major focal point to our Dining Hall Renovations.  Please 
consider supporting this project.

 
 

 

PLEASE CONSIDER DONATING TODAY

There Are Many Ways to Donate, Sponsor, or get credit for your PIP Hours

• Please visit: www.stmarysauction.com    – Menu / Donate  

• Pay by Text: 56651 keyword St. Mary’s and it will guide you through  
how to donate. 

• Pay by check, please make payable to St. Mary’s Preparatory Mom and 
Dad’s Club (subject Fund A Need) and drop off at the main office or 
mail to:  

St. Mary’s Preparatory 
Attention: Sponsorship Chair 
3535 Commerce Road 
Orchard Lake, MI 48324 

• Pay electronically, using our VENMO account @OLSM Auction 
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The excitement on campus that comes with the months of November and 
December is unlike any other. Our Eaglet football team usually finds 
themselves in the play-offs, winter sports begin their seasons, and our 
beautiful grotto is transformed into a Christmas wonderland courtesy of our 
own Mr. Goddard. From a Campus Ministry standpoint, this is also a very 
exciting time as we are usually planning our big Kairos retreat, service 

projects are underway, and all the student's 
sights are set on Thanksgiving and Christmas 
breaks!

Just like everything else in the year 2020 we 
find ourselves in different times, but what 
remains the same is the excitement that comes 
with these two months. Sports are underway, our Grotto is getting its 
Christmas touch up, and Campus Ministry is hard at work preparing for 
the Christmas service projects. Our annual Adopt A Family is 
underway, with the goal of adopting at least 6-8 families between both 
the Boys Division and the Girls Division. One big challenge that we 
have been working towards this year is how can 
we get our students involved while maintaining 

the guidelines being put forth due to the Covid-19 Pandemic. 

I am encouraged by our student’s creativity when it comes to earning their 
Christian service hours and serving the community, and I am also 

encouraged by our student's desire to want to 
do more. That is what makes being a part of St. 
Mary’s so special, when our student body finds 
ways to give back. Some other notable service 
projects to look forward to in our school is the 
new blanket initiative for the homeless, the 
annual coat drive run by our own Mrs. 
Castiglione and Mrs. Brecht, and of course our 
annual food drive that will take place in early February.

I pray that God may continue to watch over our entire Orchard Lake St. 
Mary’s family, especially during this Christmas season! God Bless!  
       
    —Marcus Sheena

Director of Campus Ministry
         msheena@stmarysprep.com
         248-836-1281
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2019 Fund A Need Summary
Each year the Auction team picks a special area of need to raise money. Our 2019 project focused on the 
removal and renovation of our basketball courts area including:

• Removal of cement and replacement of old courts 
• Addition of new top of the line grade basketball goals
• Gazebo install and 10 new benches
• Landscaping and Donor Recognition

It was great to see our team raise enough money and complete the 
entire project in less than 12 months! The project is now in the final
stages of completion!
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