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THE KING OF 
KITCHENS 

0 

Getting to know Atlanta's 
rock star kitchen and bath 
designer Matthew Quinn 

BY LISA MOWRY 

Matthew Quinn, co-owner and principal/ 
designer of ADAC's Design Galleria 
Kitchen and Bath Studio, has built an 

international reputation-winning virtually every 
industry award; creating the Kips Bay Decorator 
Show House kitchen in 2014; working with top 
business, sports, and entertainment celebrities 
such as Madonna; directing multiple product 
lines, including signature hardware collections; 
and, most recently, designing Hou.se Beautifufs 
Kitchen of the Year. 

Despite all of the accolades for his elegant, so
phisticated spaces, Quinn is most proud of how his 
projects work. As he wrote in his recently released 
book, Quintessential Kitchens (quintessentialkitch
ens.com). "If I can create a safe, functional, and 
ergonomic space that gives a family more time 
together, healthier eating habits-and a return on 
their investment-that's good enough for me:• 

We wanted to find out more about this home
town superstar, so we tracked him down for some 
serious and not-so-serious questions. 
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AMH Tell us about growing up in 
south Florida. 
MQ My dad was an educator, so during 
his summers off we would finish building 
or renovating a new home each year. We 
were basically "flipping" houses before 
that term was even conceived. We lived 
in each one for a year before my dad sold 
it, typically with all of its contents, which 
is why I have very little attachment to 
objects. 

AMH You're known for ex9uisite 
attention to detail. Have you always 
been a perfectionist? 
MQ My ex-military father trained me and 
my sisters to be obsessively organized. 
Literally every single item had a specific 
place. Our shoes had to be side by side 

facing forward, towels folded on their 
bars, beds always made, and perfect 
vacuum lines in the carpet. 

AMH When did you figure out you 
wanted to get into this line of work, 
and what would you be doing if not 
kitchen and bath design? 
MQ I was groomed to become a doctor-
1 earned a chemistry degree from the 
University of Florida and moved to At
lanta with plans to attend grad school at 
Emory-but medical school was not in my 
cards. After a month in Paris, I switched 
gears and started design school at Ameri
can lnterContinental University. Just one 
week into my first quarter, Cliff Wang, the 
original owner of Design Galleria Kitchen 
and Bath Studio, called the school looking 

DESPITE ALL OF THE ACCOLADES, QUINN IS 
MOST PROUD OF HOW HIS PROJECTS WORK. 

PORTRAIT BY TIM REDMAN 
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for a draftsman. I certainly did 
not get the position based on 
merit, so it had to have been 
my smile and full head of hair. 
Twenty-four years later, at least I 
still have one of those attributes. 
If I were not doing this, I think I 
would be either a backup dancer 
for Beyonce or a photographer. 

AMH Are there elements you 
put in kitchens and baths 10 
or 15 years ago that make 
you cringe now, and what are 
some classic features that 
almost never go out of style? 
MQ Kitchens are the most 
expensive rooms to build, so 
decisions are not to be taken 
lightly. Manufacturers are con
stantly creating new products 
and materials to entice consum
ers to renovate. From a design 
standpoint, I am shocked that 
20 years ago I not only drew 
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but installed so many bat-wing 
islands. You know, the ones 
with a sink or cooktop on the 
angled part and two wings off 
of that-further enhanced with 
a raised eating bar. What wa,s I 
thinking? To make it worse, let's 
throw in a triple sink and some 
massive carved corbels. Twenty 
years ago, kitchens were de
signed with such a heavy hand, 
partly because the only natural 
stone available was granite 
and because the "transitional" 
movement had not yet started. 
Other designers and I kept 
pushing white marble, though, 
and at some point Americans 
relaxed and learned to love the 
patina like in all of the timeless 
kitchens of Europe. White 
kitchens with white marble are 
still tried-and-true for a classic 
look. Appliances are typically 
what date a kitchen, which is 

TWENTY YEARS AGO, 
KITCHENS WERE DESIGNED 
WITH SUCH A HEAVY HAND. 

Used for centuries 
in Europe, white 
marble will never 

go out of style. 
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