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A pandemic of the novel coronavirus has now killed more than 342,000 people 
worldwide. 

More than 5.3 million people across the globe have been diagnosed with COVID-19, the 
disease caused by the new respiratory virus, according to data compiled by the Center 
for Systems Science and Engineering at Johns Hopkins University. The actual numbers 
are believed to be much higher due to testing shortages, many unreported cases and 
suspicions that some governments are hiding the scope of their nations' outbreaks. 
The United States is the worst-affected country in the world, with more than 1.6 million 
diagnosed cases and at least 97,599 deaths. 
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PHOTO: NURSES CLEAN PERSONAL PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT (PPE) AFTER BEING PART OF A 
TEAM THAT PERFORMED A PROCEDURE ON A CORONAVIRUS COVID-19 PATIENT IN THE 
INTENSIVE CARE UNIT AT REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTER ON MAY 21, 2020 IN SAN JOSE, 
CALIFORNIA. (JUSTIN SULLIVAN/GETTY IMAGES) 

Sunday's biggest developments: 

US nears 100,000 deaths Trump announces ban on travel from Brazil Wuhan lab 
director calls virus leak claims 'pure fabrication' Michigan, Missouri announce change in 
reporting of COVID-19 testing data Scientist claims Oxford vaccine has 'only 50% 
chance of working' 

9:47 p.m.: Churches continue to reopen under new guidelines 

Churches across the country are continuing to reopen as states relax their stay-at-home 
guidelines. 

In New Hampshire, the Diocese of Manchester resumed holy communion at some 
churches this weekend, though mass continues to be livestreamed. At St. Joseph 
Cathedral, attendees followed social distancing rules and priests sanitized their hands in 
between delivering communion. 

"We're doing everything we can to be as responsible and to be in union with the wisest 
decisions that are being made," Bishop Peter Libasci told Manchester ABC affiliate 
WMUR. 



Some Kentucky parishioners had to register to attend church this weekend, with clear-
cut social distancing guidelines. Capacity at St. Lawrence Catholic Church in Shively, 
Kentucky, was limited to 125 worshipers. 

Churches are also set to reopen soon in Jefferson County, Alabama, but concerns about 
the virus remain. 

"There have been a number of pastors that have died, a number of individuals who have 
come to church innocently just wanting to worship and contracting the virus, and so we 
are really airing in the side of safety," Bishop Van Moody told Birmingham ABC affiliate 
WBMA. "The health and safety of our community and our spiritual family is the most 
important.” 

6:17 p.m.: Trump announces Brazil travel ban 

As cases in Brazil continue to rise, President Donald Trump has announced a new ban 
on travel from Brazil to the United States. 

"I have determined that it is in the interests of the United States to take action to restrict 
and suspend the entry into the United States, as immigrants or nonimmigrants, of all 
aliens who were physically present within the Federative Republic of Brazil during the 
14-day period preceding their entry or attempted entry into the United States," Trump 
said in making the proclamation. 

Earlier Sunday Brazil surpassed Russia in the total number of COVID-19 cases. John 
Hopkins University reports that cases in Brazil have reached 347,398, topping Russia's 
total of 344,481. 

The jump gives Brazil the second-highest number of confirmed cases globally, behind 
only the United States. 

5:42 p.m.: Chinese foreign minister warns of 'political virus' in US 

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi said Sunday there was a "political virus" in the 
United States, and called on the two world powers to work together to fight the 
coronavirus. 

Yi made the comments at a news conference during the National People's Congress in 
Beijing. 

"This political virus is using every opportunity to attack and discredit China," Yi said, 
according to a transcript of the press briefing provided by CCTV. "Some politicians have 
ignored the most basic facts and made too many lies, while plotting too many 
conspiracies against China.” 
 



PHOTO: IN THIS PHOTO TAKEN THURSDAY, FEB. 23, 2017, RESEARCHERS WORK IN A LAB OF 
THE WUHAN INSTITUTE OF VIROLOGY IN WUHAN IN CENTRAL CHINA'S HUBEI PROVINCE. (AP) 

Yi said that the U.S. and China need to learn from each other and "help each other in the 
fight" against COVID-19. 

Yi's comments come as tensions related to the pandemic continue to build between the 
two countries. Last week, Peter Navarro, one of President Donald Trump's top economic 
advisers, accused China of hiding the coronavirus from the world. 

Trump also threatened to reconsider the U.S.'s membership in the World Health 
Organization last week over the organization's handling of the virus in China. 

2:30 p.m.: 107 COVID-19 cases linked to Frankfurt church 

At least 107 COVID-19 cases have been traced to a Frankfurt church, German officials 
said Sunday. 

The cases are linked to the Baptist congregation and health authorities are looking to 
identify people who may be asked to quarantine to stop further transmission, the health 
minister for the German state of Hesse, Kai Klose, said in a statement. 

Germany has more than 180,000 cases of COVID-19 and at least 8,283 deaths. The 
country started loosening restrictions about a month ago and churches in several states 
reopened in early May. 
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12:50 p.m.: New York sports teams can train again 

New York professional sports leagues can begin spring training, Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
announced on Sunday. 

That includes teams and athletes part of MLB, the NBA, WNBA, NFL, NHL, U.S. Tennis 
Association and Major League Soccer. 

The teams must follow appropriate health protocols, the governor said. 

Last week, Cuomo encouraged major sports teams in the state to reopen without fans, a 
point he repeated at Sunday's daily press briefing. 

"I believe sports can come back without having people in the stadium and in the arena," 
Cuomo said. "Work out the economics if you can. We want people to be able to watch 
sports, to the extent people are staying home. It gives people something to do and is a 
return to normalcy.” 

Most live sports have been shut down since March due to the coronavirus pandemic. 
Last Sunday, NASCAR held its first race since lockdown measures began in South 
Carolina. 

New York continues to reopen its economy this week. Campgrounds can reopen on 
Monday, followed by veterinarian offices on Tuesday, Cuomo said. 

The mid-Hudson region and Long Island are still on track to reopen Tuesday and 
Wednesday, respectively, the governor said. 

There were 109 daily deaths in the state from COVID-19 in the last 24 hours, Cuomo 
said Sunday. 

9:20 a.m.: Reopening success will depend on following guidance, Birx says 

Dr. Deborah Birx, one of the leaders of the government's response to the virus, pinned 
the success of reopening efforts on the public's ability to follow the direction of public 
health experts. 

"I think it's our job as public health officials, every day to be informing the public that 
what puts them at risk," said Birx, the White House coronavirus response coordinator, 
in an interview on ABC's "This Week" Sunday. "We've learned a lot about this virus, but 
we now need to translate that learning into real change behavior that stays with us so we 
can continue to drive down the number of cases.” 

"This only works if we all follow the guidelines and protect one another," Birx continued. 

https://abcnews.go.com/Politics/dr-deborah-birx-white-house-coronavirus-response-coordinator/story?id=70851742


PHOTO: DR. DEBORAH BIRX, WHITE HOUSE CORONAVIRUS RESPONSE COORDINATOR, 
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Despite the U.S. death toll approaching 100,000, Birx struck a cautiously optimistic 
tone on Friday during a White House press conference — her first in several weeks — 
Memorial Day weekend, provided precautionary measures, like social distancing, 
continue to be adhered to. 

"You can go to the beaches if you stay 6 feet apart," she said. "But remember that is your 
space, and that is the space you need to protect to ensure you are socially distancing for 
others.” 

9:05 a.m.: Coronavirus 'is not yet contained,' FDA commissioner says: 

As states begin to open up during Memorial Day weekend, the FDA commissioner 
reminded the public to continue to protect themselves from exposure to the coronavirus. 

"I again remind everyone that the coronavirus is not yet contained," Dr. Stephen Hahn 
said in a Twitter post on Sunday morning. "It is up to every individual to protect 
themselves and their community. Social distancing, hand washing and wearing masks 
protect us all.” 

With the country starting to open up this holiday weekend, I again remind everyone that 
the coronavirus is not yet contained. It is up to every individual to protect themselves 
and their community. Social distancing, hand washing and wearing masks protect us all. 

— Dr. Stephen M. Hahn (@SteveFDA) May 24, 2020 

https://twitter.com/SteveFDA/status/1264505192386568192?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw


6:15 a.m.: Scientist claims COVID-19 'disappearing' so fast, Oxford vaccine has 
'only 50% chance of working’ 

The professor co-leading the vaccine development says the virus is disappearing so 
quickly in Britain, the vaccine trial being run by Oxford University only has a 50% 
chance of success. 

The trial depends on having enough vaccinated people to essentially go out into the wild 
and catch the virus in order for the vaccine to be tested. 

Earlier in the year when the infection rate was much higher, researchers expected an 
80% chance of an effective vaccine. That's now dropped to 50% according to Professor 
Adrian Hill. 

"It's a race against the virus disappearing, and against time", Hill told the Telegraph 
newspaper in the U.K. "At the moment, there's a 50% chance that we get no result at 
all.” 

The experimental vaccine, known as ChAdOx1 nCoV-19, is one of the front-runners in 
the global race to provide protection against the new coronavirus causing the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

Hill's team began early-stage human trials of the vaccine in April, making it one of only 
a handful to have reached that milestone. 

6:00 a.m.: Brazil passes Russia, now has second most confirmed cases globally 

Brazil has now surpassed Russia with a total number of confirmed cases standing at 347, 
398. That's up 16,508 from the previous figure, according to Johns Hopkins University. 



Russia on Sunday reported their updated figure at a total of 344,481. 

Brazil now stands as having the second most confirmed cases globally, with the current 
number likely to rise even higher once newer figures are reported. 

4:51 a.m.: Michigan and Missouri announce change in reporting of COVID-19 
testing data 

The state of Michigan announced that they would be changing the way they report 
COVID-19 testing data by separating the results of diagnostic tests and serology tests. 

The Michigan Department of Health and Human Services said in a statement that "the 
change makes the data more accurate and relevant as the state continues to expand 
diagnostic testing to help slow and contain the spread of COVID-19. The update to the 
website separates out the results of two different types of tests – serology and 
diagnostic. Michigan – along with some other states – has not separated data for 
diagnostic and serology tests. Data on serology testing – also known as antibody testing 
– is separated from the other testing numbers. Currently, serology testing can be used to 
help determine whether someone has ever had COVID-19, while traditional viral 
diagnostic tests determine if someone has active disease.” 

"Diagnostic tests are most helpful in tracking the spread of COVID-19 since they can 
show the number of people who currently have the COVID-19 virus. Serology tests are 
still being studied regarding their utility. They are currently most helpful in 
understanding how much a community may have been exposed to the disease. However, 
it is unknown if the presence of an antibody truly means someone is immune to 
COVID-19, and if so, for how long. Results of antibody tests should not change decisions 
on whether an individual should return to work, or if they should quarantine based on 
exposure to someone with the disease. Approximately 12 percent of Michigan's tests 
overall have been serology tests; about 60 percent of those have been from the past nine 
days," the statement read. 

Meanwhile, Missouri also announced their own changes regarding their reporting of 
COVID-19 cases. 

"The Governor calls on us as public servants to get better every day," said Dr. Randall 
Williams, director of Missouri's DHSS. "As we continue to learn more about this virus 
and new tests emerge, we will continue providing better data with greater clarity and 
transparency to help Missourians make the best decisions for their health care possible.” 

According to a statement released by Missouri's DHSS, some key changes in the data 
will include: 

• A change in the percent positivity rate. The percent positivity rate was previously 
calculated as the number of positive COVID-19 cases divided by the total number of 



tests completed. The new calculation is the number of positive cases divided by the 
number of people tested (not the number of tests done). These changes will increase 
the rate of positive cases as reported through the dashboard. This is because each 
positive individual may have multiple tests done, increasing the size of the 
denominator (the number of tests) but not the numerator (number of confirmed 
COVID-19 cases). The previously-reported rate cannot be compared to the current 
rate. 

• The tests performed by day will include PCR tests only, which indicates only if a 
person has an active COVID-19 case. Numbers will have decreased from previous 
days' reporting because DHSS is no longer including people who received only 
serology tests. 

• Given the marked increase in serology testing, DHSS is now reporting separate 
information on serology which is collected through a blood test to determine if a 
person has previously been infected and has formed antibodies against the virus. 

2:37 a.m.: Wuhan lab director calls virus leak claims 'pure fabrication’ 

Claims that the global coronavirus pandemic originated at the Wuhan Institute of 
Virology in the central Chinese city are a "pure fabrication," the institute's director said. 
Wang Yanyi said the institute did not have any knowledge before that "nor had we ever 
encountered, researched or kept the virus. In fact, like everyone else, we didn't even 
know the virus existed. How could it have leaked from our lab when we never had it?” 

Wang Yanyi continued: "Many people might misunderstand that since our institute 
reported the RaTG-13's genome similarity to SARS-CoV-2, we must have the RaTG-13 
virus in our lab. In fact, that's not the case. When we were sequencing the genes of this 
bat virus sample, we got the genome sequence of the RaTG-13 but we didn't isolate nor 
obtain the live virus of RaTG-13. Thus, there is no possibility of us leaking RaTG-13.” 

8:58 p.m.: Minnesota's governor allows places of worship to open 

Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz announced that starting Wednesday, he will allow places of 
worship to reopen at 25% capacity if they adhere to social distancing and other public 
health guidelines. 

Walz also announced that COVID-19 cases are still climbing and may not reach the peak 
until summer. 

The state's health commissioner said there was an increase of 847 positive coronavirus 
cases Friday — the highest daily total. There have been 19,845 positive cases in the state 
thus far. 

ABC News' Rashid Haddou-Riffi, Adam Kelsey and Christine Theodorou contributed to 
this report 
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