
  Earth Day, Saturday, April 23rd, celebrated for
the 52nd time the “birth of the modern
environmental movement”. Rachel Carson’s Silent
Spring helped start the awareness of
environmental degradation and Democratic and
Republican Senators Gaylord Nelson and Pete
McCloskey recruited activist Dennis Hayes to
organize campus teach-ins. April 22nd became the
first Earth Day and within only a few years
environmental laws included the Environmental
Protection Act, the Natl Environmental Education
Act, the Occupational Safety and Health Act, the
Clean Air Act, the Clean Water Act, the
Endangered Species Act, and the Federal
Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act!
 In 1990 Earth day went Global and Denis Hayes
organized worldwide with 200 million people and
141 countries participating. Recycling got a boost
and the UN Earth Summit took place in Rio de
Janeiro. 
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MARCH - EARTH DAY REDUX



Earth Day Pictures

   This year in Fremont Earth Day was organized by the City of Fremont
and Local Ecology and Agriculture Fremont (thank you Paul Kelly, Elaine
Owyang, and Gino!) and it was well attended and a beautiful day. See
photos of the LEAF tables, Garden of Blessing table, and a good old
recycling exhibit from Earth Day 2022

Tri City Ecology table The Pumpkin Spice  Mousse Girls

Garden of Blessings 

Phil Stob - Tool Sharpening Leaf Table



Earth Day would not be complete without the artwork submitted to
Shreya Ramachandran’s Grey Water Project. Just a few examples by
Artists from right to left – Rayansh Rana (age 5), Sreshta Sharma(age
13), Selena Warwaha (age 7), and Aisha Panda (age 15)



 This biennial event, postponed from 2021, was the fourth episode, and a
sweet one given the two year hiatus and struggle with the Covid
Pandemic. Thousands showed up on foot - bicycles, tri cycles, funky radio
cycles, police on motorcycles. Somehow no one seemed to get injured and
all ages made the >2,000-foot hike and ride to a dazzling summit of food
stands and outdoor restaurant events. Beer, wine, hotdogs and lots of
healthy food were everywhere in !he bustling town of Sunol.

 Supervisors Richard Valle and David Haubert are recognized for co-
sponsoring the Stroll and Roll. It is worth remembering, however, that in
2015, during a local workshop on the Niles Canyon Trail, a Sunol resident
initiated the idea of closing Niles Canyon Road once a year to allow
pedestrian and bicycle access. Everyone in the small group endorsed the
idea, and this illustrates how powerful ideas can become reality with
community backup. Thank you Sunol and the forgotten dreamer who
made Stroll and Roll a reality!

 Thanks also to Jeff Miller and the multitude of folks who argued, litigated,
and persuaded Cal Trans to downsize an expensive plan of cutting down
300 trees and straightening Niles Canyon Road to accelerate commuter
travel. While every year a cycling mortality still seems to occur, the day
may come that riding up and down the canyon can happen safely on any
given day?

NILES ROLL AND STROLL



THE ALAMEDA CREEK AND THE ACA

 

     On April 25th  a celebration of two decades of work completing the
seven fish passages and water supply projects took place with a ribbon-
cutting at the most recently completed fish ladder. Jeff Miller of the
Alameda Creek Alliance gave an impassioned acknowledgment of the
work of all those who worked and contributed.   



WHAT’S NEW IN DIVESTMENT?

Senate Bill 1173 
 

On May 2 Senator Wieckowski joined six other senators in a majority vote to
place 1173 on the suspense file. 

     This bill would prohibit the boards of the Public Employees’
Retirement System and the State Teachers’ Retirement System from
making new investments or renewing existing investments of public
employee retirement funds in a fossil fuel company, as defined. The bill
would require the boards to liquidate investments in a fossil fuel
company on or before July 1, 2030. The bill would temporarily suspend
the above-described liquidation provision upon a good faith
determination by the board that certain conditions materially impact
normal market mechanisms for pricing assets, as specified, and would
make this suspension provision inoperative on January 1, 2035. 



    The bill would provide that it does not require a board to take any
action unless the board determines in good faith that the action is
consistent with the board’s fiduciary responsibilities established in the
California Constitution.

https://www.nytimes.com/2022/05/10/climate/banks-shareholders-
climate-action.html

https://www.nytimes.com/2022/05/10/climate/banks-shareholders-climate-action.html


    The National Alliance on Mental Illness says one in five US adults
experience mental illness each year. The pandemic has increased stress
and eating and sleeping disorders. Nature offers a safe outlet because
open-air lessens the transmission of airborne contagion. Even a brief
nature experience, such as an hour-long walk in a park to observe the
flora and fauna, can improve one’s mental and physical health.

Our community has many regional parks, including Coyote Hills,
Ardenwood, Vargas Plateau, Don Edwards, Mission Peak, Garin, Dry
Creek, Sunol, Pleasanton Ridge, and Quarry Lakes. They offer unique
vistas to help relax, watch the local wildlife and listen to nature. Garin,
Vargas, and Mission Peak overlook San Francisco Bay, and at night the
city lights present a sparkling display accompanied by a chorus of frogs
and crickets, the whoosh of an owl, and coyotes yelping

People need safe access to parks, but parking is often restricted for those
who don’t reside nearby. Local residents benefit from increased property
values, though the rest of the community often loses access to nature.

OUTDOORS A PATHWAY TO HEALTH

WILLIAM YRAGUI – MISSION PEAK CONSERVANCY



The city of Fremont should promote physical and mental health by
making parks freely available and accessible. The city should support
capital improvements like better-maintained trails, adequate parking
and sanitary restrooms. Let’s work together to keep our community
healthy. By integrating our social and cultural practices with natural
open spaces, the Tri-Cities can become happier and better places to
live.

Map – https://www.ebparks.org/sites/default/files/maps/District-Map-
GeneralBro-Eng-Pg3-20211211_0.pdf EBRPD

https://www.ebparks.org/sites/default/files/maps/District-Map-GeneralBro-Eng-Pg3-20211211_0.pdf


Hi Gretel, my name is Elka. I’m here on command of the Tri City Ecology
newsletter, would it be ok if I ask you a few questions? 

Oh, of course. Please come in. 

Thank you, Where shall I sit?

Well, you can sit on that hay bale if you want. 

Ok Gretel. What was it like to come to this little farm here in the suburbs?
And if you don't mind me asking, where did you live before you came
here?

Ya well, I was born on a farm in a Bright Green Valley. I lived there on and
off over ethers, With all my other siblings. I think I had 15 brothers and
sisters but it was hard to tell because there were so many cousins,
neighbors, and half siblings. My mom was huge but nonetheless she loved
us and protected us from anyone that came too close. 

Wow, so you had a very big family. I didn’t quite understand the part
where you said “on and off over ethers”. Do you mean that you lived there
for many days and nights?

 

INTERVIEW WITH A COUNTY FAIR PIG

by Elka Chittle



Yes, I think that's what you and your species call it. 

You had a pretty great life. What was your experience of coming
here?

Ya I loved it there. The last day I was there, there were so many
people all looking for a pig that I think they wanted to bring home. I
was in a big pen with a lot of other pigs that were also getting a new
home. I definitely wasn't enthusiastic about leaving the farm that I
grew up on, but I was excited to meet new people, see new things, get
to know new neighbors and settle into my new home. There was
kinda an assembly line of people. Three or so people at a time would
walk into the pen and watch the pigs for a moment then one of the
people would point to one of the pigs. Then the person would say
something like “That one looks good'' or “Can I get that one?” or “I'll
take that one” then one of the other three people would walk up to
the pig that the person chose and draw a bright orange line down the
pig's back. The pig then got loaded into the person's huge rolling
metal box. The whole thing was intense and I just wanted to be
picked by someone kind that cared and would give me a good home.
Then this girl walked into the pen. She had dark brown eyes. Her hair
was braided in two braids. She was wearing a white shirt with dark
blue jeans. She looked around for a moment. I could tell that she was
just as overwhelmed as I was. She looked over the pigs and she
seemed to know what she was doing. She then looked at me and she
stopped her gaze on the pig next to me! She then said something to
the other person. I couldn't hear what she said but it didn’t matter
because she had picked the other pig. But when the person walked
into the crowd of pigs they didn't walk to the pig I thought the girl
had chosen instead they walked up to me! I was shocked yet
extremely pleased. The girl looked almost as pleased as me. Then one
of the people drew the bright orange line down my back and ushered
me into a holding pen. A new person walked into the holding pen.



 They then came up to me and wrapped their arms around my body. I
wriggled trying to get out because I had never been wrapped in a
human's arms or as you say it “hugged”. The human then did a
thrilling yet terrifying thing. They picked me up! You should know
that pigs are terrified of heights and we have most definitely never
been five feet off the ground so I did what most pigs would do if they
were out of their mind scared. I screamed. I screamed so loud the
person holding me almost dropped me! The person handed me off to
another person that then brought me over to the girl's huge metal
box on wheels. Inside the box was another smaller box… it wasn’t tiny
but big enough for two of me to fit inside, and it had the gold grass
that I was used to. The person then placed me into the box. It was
cozy and warm. The girl and some other humans (I think they were
her family). Well, they loaded up the box and talked for a bit. Then
one of them stopped talking and as he stopped talking the box
started to move! I was happy I got what I wanted in a family and I
was excited to enjoy settling into my new home.
 
Wow you had quite the experience to get here. Your family sounds
great.

Ya they are. I couldn't ask for a better life. 

That's awesome. I'm so glad that you're happy. What is your favorite
part about living here?

It's probably all the belly rubs and scratches my family gives me.



 Aww that's great.

I also like chatting with my goat neighbors Nadia, Buttercup, and the
new goat Coconut. Whenever the girl gives me a treat of corn,
Coconut and I share it, he's really sweet. 

It's great that you have so many friends. And you’re right, Coconut is
very sweet… Well, Gretel, thank you so much for letting me interview
you and I am so happy for you.

Gretel [interviewee].
Ya, thank you for coming. I really enjoyed this. 

Elka [reporter]. 
Have a good day.

Gretel [interviewee].
Thank you. You too.

Author's note: If you would like to come meet Gretel in-person she
will be at the Alameda County fair-grounds from July 3rd to July
10th. She will be shown by Elka on the 6th and the auction will be on
the 10th. 
https://annual.alamedacountyfair.com/jr-livestock-auction/ 

https://annual.alamedacountyfair.com/jr-livestock-auction/


This is for members only....a benefit of being a TCEC member
Please contact Dee by emailing her at muskox44@hotmail.com
to order. Also 'cc' Caroline at caroline.harris@earthlink.net

mailto:muskox44@hotmail.com
mailto:caroline.harris@earthlink.net


Do you have news or events you would like to share with Tri City
Ecology’s members?

Do you have any ideas on what would make Eco-Logic an even better
publication?

Let us know!

We would love your feedback and are always looking for
Fresh faces and ideas!

Email us @ richgodfrey77@gmail.com

Please check out our website – www.tricityecology.org and Face Book
 
You can always call and leave a message at 510 793 6222

And if you haven’t joined TCEC yet, here’s how

mailto:richgodfrey77@gmail.com
http://www.tricityecology.org/
https://www.facebook.com/Tri-City-Ecology-Center-105712534793212


·Chair           Caroline Harris          415 377 9200.           
Vice Chair    Elizabeth Ames          
Secretary      Janis Stob                              
Treasurer     Abhi Indap                              
Publicity       Dan O’Donnell                        
Membership Gail Blalock
Media            Steve Evans 
At-Large      Tom Brown, Patricia Schaffarczyk, Hiran Rajagopalan 
Newsletter    Rich Godfrey (Editor), Hiran R (Asst. Editor)  
Ex-Chair      Gus Morrison                 

WANT TO JOIN TCEC?

TRI CITY ECOLOGY BOARD

 If you want to become a member please click HERE to fill out this
form and mail a check to 3375 Country Drive,
Fremont, CA 94536. To know more about TCEC please visit our
website at  http://www.tricityecology.org
Board meets on the first Thursday of each month on Zoom due to
Covid-1.  Please call to verify.  If you wish to speak on a subject,
please call 510.793.6222 or 510.790.1685.
If you have any suggestions or want to contact us, please fill out
THIS form.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeE_AcTGTSbZpXjmKwqHpJq2FWT-EUC0TlxcyyWHw-U0OGbrg/viewform?usp=sf_link
http://www.tricityecolgy.org/
https://forms.gle/JC7Srb66vsX3hxSr6

