
 days of the 60’s (which suggests you weren’t
there) it may bring back images of Civil Rights
protests, draft resisters, burning of draft cards, etc.
McKibben is suggesting we might want to make
an economic declaration by taking scissors and
cutting some of our bank cards into pieces! Sounds
radical? The numbers suggest that the impact
could be substantial given that Americans at age
60 or above are around 74.6 million, a 34%
increase over the last ten years and likely to get
larger.  This newsletter explores what those who
are in the Third Act plan to do.
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MARCH - INVESTING IN THE ECOLOGIC FUTURE

     Bill McKibben, the founder of
www.350.0rg has introduced a new
approach to tackling Climate
Change, working with Baby Boomers
and beyond. If you remember the

http://www.350.0rg/


     Mckibben argues that “Experienced Americans” as the fastest-growing
part of the population, will play an increasingly powerful role in how we
approach and manage Climate Change. More specifically, our savings and
investments will determine how energy policy is directed in the coming
years. Since big banks are central to supporting the oil and gas industry,
the larger source of CO2 production, their role leads to climate
destruction or better control of global warming. Baby boomers and the
“silent generation” hold 70% of U.S. financial assets. In comparison the
millennials hold around 5%. So, who will influence banks?
The Third Act is asking folks to consider which bank they use. Big Banks
play a key role in propping up the oil and gas industry, essentially
bankrolling the energy economy. Seventy percent of the country’s
financial assets belong to Baby Boomers and the Silent Generation,
compared with about five percent for millennials. So who can influence
the banks? The older generation, who for their first act witnessed and
participated in the Civil Rights movement, the voting rights act of 1965,
the ascending Women’s movement, and Earth Day in 1970, joined the
second act that was mostly consumerism. But now, with their children
and grandchildren facing the collapsing natural 

THE THIRD ACT – WHO WILL TAKE A BOW?

Suzie Claxton – President of the Green Team, Niles Discovery Church



balance of the planet, they just might make a pledge to switch from four
big institutions – Bank of America, Chase, Citibank, and or Wells Fargo. 
What can these folks do? They can talk to other banks about what they
can do for them. Do they have a Credit Union, but use credit cards from
the Big Four? Pledge to cut up those credit cards, and find others. By
doing so, they may join the younger generation again and participate in a
range of activities in the coming year that can to some degree control
global warming.
     In a recent New Your Times Opinion, written by McKibben and Akaya
Windwood, a nickname is suggested: Codger Power. Imagine the protest
posters “Fossils against Fossil Fuels!”
By doing so they may join the younger generation again and participate
in a range of activities in the coming year that can to some degree
control global warming.
           In McKibben’s words – “Lets act together and use our collective
power!”



in a responsible way is critical to prevent other mega-fires from spreading
and causing lasting devastation.
     Unfortunately, gathering the information to see how successful these
projects have been to date in treating our forests has been slow. The
Legislature has targeted an historic amount to fire prevention and forest
resiliency, but to date, we are lacking the information to make informed
decisions on where to focus additional resources. At a recent hearing on
the Governor’s proposal, I asked how much progress the state has made in
moving toward its goal of treating 500,000 acres of forest land per year.
The answer from the Newsom Administration was the various agencies
use different tracking systems and the state is trying to install more
consistent accounting so it can give the Legislature a precise answer. 
     The Budget and Fiscal Review Subcommittee on Resources,
Environmental Protection and Energy, which I chair, will act on the
Governor’s proposals once we get updated budget numbers in May and
more information on the fire prevention progress to date. This approach is
in line with the suggestions of the Legislative Analyst’s Office. Targeting
funds to those agencies who have demonstrated the ability to get money
out the door to shovel-ready projects will enable us to see results more
quickly. 

CALIFORNIA NEEDS TO STRENGTHEN IT FOREST RESILIENCY

AS ANOTHER DRY YEAR CONTINUES

     Governor Newsom is proposing $1.2 billion
over the next two years to improve our
forests. This is on top of the $1.5 billion
approved last year and the $200 million per
year that will be allocated out of our
Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund through
2028-29. These funds will go toward home
hardening in fire-prone communities,
controlled burns, creating fire breaks,
removing vegetation, brush and dead trees
throughout our forests.  Thinning our forests

Senator Bob Wieckowski, District 10 – Update on the Drought



     Saturday, March 5. Our inaugural neighborhood tree plantings! Only
two years in coming!
     Two groups of TUFA volunteers ambled along neighborhood streets
with their trusty “gorilla carts” loaded with tools, a tarp, shovels, a broom,
and specialized items. Their mission?  To plant trees in front of homes,
located in clusters, that agreed to “adopt” a young tree of their choice.
Earlier, our “TUFA truck" dropped off the tree, poles, mulch, and soil
amendment to each home.
     It’s kind of like adopting a puppy. The tree is cute, requires care,
especially in the first year, and can bring the family so much joy while
watching it grow. Of course, the puppy or trees comes with some
difficulties- potty training or leaves to be raked, puppy chow to buy or
water to irrigate with, and check-ups with a vet or an arborist. Our tree
comes with “adoption papers” that name the species and the proper care it
needs. Only these “puppies” will be around long after the family is grown
and gone. They will provide cooling shade to the pavement, the house, and
cars, provide shelter for numerous insects and birds, and beauty as it
thrives, sometimes, depending on the species, living over three hundred
years. Tri City Urban Forest Alliance (TUFA) has finished up some major
tree planting projects this winter in parks and along streets, but nothing
compares to the simple joy of planting a new tree where families will
watch over it. Today people came out to watch or participate in the
planting, eager to know how to keep their tree healthy.

TODAY TUFA DID IT!
 Lynn Miller, TUFA President (photo below is Lynn with Marco and Paalo)



     Then we wave good bye, and amble off down the street, pulling our

cart, to the next home adopting their tree.

     We have more of these events on Saturdays in March. Working

together, making new acquaintances and friends in the fresh air is so

nice…

     And most of us are in our Third Act! Fun and completely satisfying!



WHERE SHOULD ONE INVEST ECOLOGICALLY?

Sandy Emerson, volunteer and former Board member, Fossil Free California

     What are SRIs? Socially Responsible Investments, according to
Morningstar -” The general premise is to give investors peace of mind by
using screens based on moral criteria that create an acceptable universe
of investment candidates. Gun manufacturers, distillers, Big Oil, and some
pharmaceutical companies typically fail to pass those screens.” Duh! So
we often ask for a little more detail and guidance, since the options are
always multitudinous.

WHAT COMES AFTER DIVESTMENT?

     When I woke up to the climate crisis in 2014, I also woke up to the fact
that my personal portfolio was full of fossil fuels. I thought divestment
from fossil fuels was an obvious first step I could take to align my money
with my values, and I immediately pledged to do so. The Divest-Invest
movement was in its infancy - it has since grown to represent assets
totaling $40 trillion dollars!
     When I told my portfolio manager that I wanted to divest my fossil fuel
holdings, her eyebrows shot up and she said, “Why would you want to do
that?”. That’s when I realized that my next step would be to educate my
portfolio manager about the realities of climate change and the urgent
need I felt to stop supporting climate chaos with my investments. Even
after I made my parameters clear (no fossil fuels!), divesting my portfolio
has been an ongoing process. 

https://www.divestinvest.org/


     Every time my advisor puts me into a new mutual fund, it’s up to me to
judge whether that mix of investments is appropriate for my portfolio.
Even after I made my parameters clear (no fossil fuels!), divesting my
portfolio has been an ongoing process. Every time my advisor puts me into
a new mutual fund, it’s up to me to judge whether that mix of investments
is appropriate for my portfolio.
     Once you’ve divested, what comes next? There are hundreds of
climate-positive choices for investors, and investments in renewables have
often outperformed investments in fossil fuels. To find out how to divest
unwanted assets and invest your values, you need to know what you own,
and what you want to own! You and your advisor can get answers from As
You Sow (the Invest Your Values dashboards) and Green America (see
the “Finance” section). Fossil Free California, a divestment advocacy
organization. lists the resources already mentioned and has additional
information about banks and insurance companies on its  Move Your
Money campaign page.

Morningstar Ratings
     So what’s the difference between SRIs, ESGs, and ETFs? The answer to
that question is available at the University of Google. Meanwhile, if you
don’t want to divest, you can always invest, and most likely you have for
many years, with an investment manager. Especially if you are in the
Third Act generation. Here’s a typical rating for ESGs (environmental,
social and governance) provided by Morningstar, listing the top 15 out of
46 opportunities that have a good track record. You may prefer to explore
only SRIs (socially responsible investments)

https://www.forbes.com/sites/feliciajackson/2021/03/19/global-renewables-investment-return-7-times-higher-than-fossil-fuels/?sh=7f8f8c6f23c0
https://www.asyousow.org/invest-your-values
https://www.greenamerica.org/finance
https://fossilfreeca.org/move-your-money/
https://fossilfreeca.org/move-your-money/




     In remembering E.O. Wilson, Biology’s prominent defender of bio-
diversity on the planet and publisher of “Half the Earth”, a book
advocating conservation of half the earth’s surface for the natural world
(sans human domination), it’s worth looking at the biodiversity map in
the link below. President Biden endorsed “30 by 30”, a national
commitment to conserve 30% of natural spaces by 2030. It would require
around 440 million acres (twice the size of Texas) to achieve 30%
(currently the U.S. is at 12%), and 70% of the most endangered species
are on private land. Seventy percent of U.S. land is owned privately. In
October of 2020 Governor Newsom signed and executive order
confirming AB -3030 that was submitted by the California Assembly and
the Public Lands Act from the Senate.

     https://nyti.ms/3CE6U6b - This link will take you to the original
article and a larger view of the map below. Worth noting is the comment
– “California has the most imperiled biodiversity of any state in the
contiguous United States!

BIODIVERSITY

Dr. Rich Godfrey, TCEC

https://nyti.ms/3CE6U6b




Hello, nice to meet you in the undergrowth this evening. Did you know
you’re quite famous?

Let’s get this straight from the beginning. I am not, nor have I been, nor
am I in any way associated with Vladimir Putin. I happen to be of the
Mephitidae family, and while we are both mammals, we never kill others of
our own family. In fact, I’m mostly a vegetarian. Okay, occasionally a little
roadkill. But everyone uses my name when they can’t catch a fish, or if
they get badly defeated in a sports contest, or they think someone smells
bad. We always get a bad rap and the bad rep.

Whoa, I was just saying hello. You seem a bit defensive.

Look, if you had been accused of all the things you never did, you would
be too. Fact is, I am a defensive animal.

We know that. You have a 15 cubic centimeter reservoir of Thiol based
repellant and it is inflammable and can wipe out just about any animal
alive.

Oh, then you know that I have a 15-foot range and I can scare off dogs,
bears, humans, and just about anything. But I mind my own business. I
don’t see much beyond 10 feet, and I travel at night, which explains why
everyone runs over skunks. Like I said before, we’re mammals, and our
children are placenta born. We don’t live all that long in the wild, maybe a
year or so. But if you keep me as a pet, I can live ten years.

ANIMAL INTERVIEW
by Rich Godfrey



Good to know. I will remove your anal glands if you stay in my house.
You say you can spray 15 feet, but I would prefer to stay clear of that
message. As Darwin once wrote – “Certain it is, that every animal
most willingly makes room for the Zorillo!” That’s your Spanish name.
Anyway, tomato juice baths are ineffective. A mixture of baking
soda, hydrogen peroxide, and dish washing detergent is better.

Well, we do get around. And fortunately, we are one of the few
mammals that you don’t seem to like to eat. So, if that’s all your
questions, I’ll just mosey along.

Ok, have a good evening, Pepe Put….. Oops, I’m sorry, I mean Pepe
LePew….



The City of Fremont is coming out with a 25-year
Comprehensive Parks and Recreation Master Plan. The 538
page very comprehensive document will be voted on March 15
by the City Council. The details, images, and range of this
document are very extensive, and a huge effort went into its
making. The plan includes ensuring that a 10-minute walk to a
park access will exist for all in Fremont. https://bit.ly/3Kyh6j8
The City and construction workers are approaching the finish
line of Phase 1 of the California Nursery Historical Park plan
and work.
The Niles Canyon Roll and Stroll is said to be on for 2022!

 
 GOOD NEWS 

NOT SO GOOD NEWS

The Executive summary of the Master Plan outlines the
importance of branding (is there an identity crisis?). It tends to
emphasize a multi-function Recreation Center Sports Stadium
but does not give precedence to the maximizing of access and
trail connectivity. See page 19 of the survey for the “Statistically
Valid Survey” of community priorities. One comment from a
rare resident who made time to read the document -

NEWS DEPARTMENT



“I wonder if the staff can prove the "economic driver" the
regional complex is supposed to be would pay for the complex
AND the desired walking/biking trails to connect the city, the
desire for historical parks, the renovation of existing facilities,
more biodiverse natural areas, more small parks ten minutes
from each residence, bathroom facilities, and more adult fitness
programs?”
The California Nursery Historical Park is an impressive array of
cement -permeable concrete and decomposed granite. Is that
what the community had hoped for? Time will tell. The trees are
finally getting water!
Let’s hope no more variants before the Stroll and Roll!

 



Slavery wasn't a crisis for British and American elites until
abolitionism turned it into one. Racial discrimination wasn't a
crisis until the civil rights movement turned it into one. Sex
discrimination wasn't a crisis until feminism turned it into one.
Apartheid wasn't a crisis until the anti-apartheid movement
turned it into one. In the very same way, if enough of us stop
looking away and decide that climate change is a crisis worthy
of Marshall Plan levels of response, then it will become one, and
the political class will have to-respond, both by making
resources available-and by bending the free-market rules that
have proven so pliable when elite interests are in peril. - Naomi
Klein, 2014
"I love that smell of the emissions."  -Sarah Palin, 2011 

 

QUOTES ON CLIMATE CHANGE



This is for members only....a benefit of being a TCEC member
Please contact Dee by emailing her at muskox44@hotmail.com
to order. Also 'cc' Caroline at caroline.harris@earthlink.net

mailto:muskox44@hotmail.com
mailto:caroline.harris@earthlink.net


Do you have news or events you would like to share with Tri City
Ecology’s members?

Do you have any ideas on what would make Eco-Logic an even better
publication?

Let us know!

We would love your feedback and are always looking for
Fresh faces and ideas!

Email us @ richgodfrey77@gmail.com

Please check out our website – www.tricityecology.org and Face Book
 
You can always call and leave a message at 510 793 6222

And if you haven’t joined TCEC yet, here’s how

mailto:richgodfrey77@gmail.com
http://www.tricityecology.org/
https://www.facebook.com/Tri-City-Ecology-Center-105712534793212


·Chair           Caroline Harris          415 377 9200.           
Vice Chair    Elizabeth Ames          
Secretary      Janis Stob                              
Treasurer     Abhi Indap                              
Publicity       Dan O’Donnell                        
Membership Gail Blalock
Media            Steve Evans 
At-Large      Tom Brown, Patricia Schaffarczyk, Hiran Rajagopalan 
Newsletter    Rich Godfrey (Editor), Hiran R (Asst. Editor)  
Ex-Chair      Gus Morrison                 

WANT TO JOIN TCEC?

TRI CITY ECOLOGY BOARD

 If you want to become a member please click HERE to fill out this
form and mail a check to 3375 Country Drive,
Fremont, CA 94536. To know more about TCEC please visit our
website at  http://www.tricityecology.org
Board meets on the first Thursday of each month on Zoom due to
Covid-1.  Please call to verify.  If you wish to speak on a subject,
please call 510.793.6222 or 510.790.1685.
If you have any suggestions or want to contact us, please fill out
THIS form.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeE_AcTGTSbZpXjmKwqHpJq2FWT-EUC0TlxcyyWHw-U0OGbrg/viewform?usp=sf_link
http://www.tricityecolgy.org/
https://forms.gle/JC7Srb66vsX3hxSr6

