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Neighborhood News 
May, 2021 

The Neighborhood Learning Center’s monthly newsletter 

 This Month’s 
Highlights 
 
May 3—7 
Teacher 
Appreciation Week 

May 5 
Picture Day! 

May 7 
Mother’s Day Photo 
Booth available at 
drop off & pick up 
(weather 
permitting) 

May 13 
Frog Jumping Day 

May 19 
World Plant a 
Vegetable Garden 
Day 

May 20 
“Fill the Trunk” 
Food Collection    
4—6 pm 

Pick a Strawberry 
Day 

May 26 
Dress Like a 
Rainbow for 
School! 

May Staff 
Birthday 

13 Caitlin Burnell 
(Hummingbirds) 

17 Karen Collins 
(Resource 
Specialist) 

20 Nunie Lane 
Johnson (Pre-K) 

Stepping Forward! 

As the Covid-19 pandemic seems to be slowly receding as our friends, 

neighbors, and selves receive vaccines, we are taking steps at the NLC 

to move forward—safely, deliberately, and with hope for a return to 

some new level of normal! As part of that, we need to draw your 

attention to three things: 

 NLC Board of Directors—This past year has been...well, you 

know. Shepherding us through the pandemic has been our 

incredible NLC Board, made up of volunteers from St. Andrew 

and our NLC families. One of our NLC family representatives is 

rotating off the Board so we need a replacement. The Board 

meets monthly and the appointment is for two years. If you are 

interested in being considered for the open Board position, 

please send your resume and a cover letter stating why you feel 

called to serve to info@theneighborhoodlearningcenter.com. 

Resumes and cover letters are due by May 31st. The St. Andrew 

Nominating Committee will contact the new chosen NLC Board 

member in June. 

 Summer/Fall Enrollment Forms will be sent home the week of 

May 10th and are due back by Friday, May 14th. Please let us 

know your needs so we can plan accordingly. 

 Our Annual Parent Survey link will be emailed out to you the 

week of May 17th. We would like everyone’s feedback so we can 

accurately evaluate our program and make the necessary 

changes if needed. Your opinions matter and are especially 

important as we have had to build a rocket while flying it this past 

year! 
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This Month at School 

April showers brought May flowers, and we are eager to welcome warmer days filled with sun and outside 

exploration! This month’s themes include: Rainbows, Mother’s Day, Pond Life, and Flowers. 

• Teacher Appreciation Week is the first week in May. See the information below! 

• We are so excited to hold Picture Day for the first time since entering a pandemic!! Our amazing 

photographer, Bruce, will visit us on Wednesday the 5th from around 8:30 am til lunch. Bruce is fully 

vaccinated and will sanitize between children. If weather permits, photos will be taken outside, and if 

inclement, in Fellowship Hall. Each child’s picture will be taken as will sibling groups where possible. 

Please check your email for information on setting up an account so you can view your child’s photos 

and make any purchase you choose. 

• Frog Jumping Day on Thursday the 13th is an homage to Mark Twain’s first short story, “Jim Smiley 

and His Jumping Frog.” It’s also a great day to….well….jump like a frog! 

• The weather is just perfect during May for learning about growing things, so we will celebrate World 

Plant a Vegetable Garden Day on the 19th. 

• Thursday the 20th is St. Andrew’s monthly “Fill the Trunk” food drive. Please consider bringing non-

perishable food items at pick up time to be donated to Loudoun Hunger Relief.  

• The 20th is also Pick a Strawberry Day, and the children will enjoy fresh strawberries as part of 

snack! 

• Wednesday the 26th seems like a great day to Dress Like a Rainbow for school! 

• The NLC will be CLOSED on Monday, May 31st in observance of Memorial Day. 

Teacher Appreciation Week—May 3-7 
Every day our NLC teachers provide loving care 
for our children, and this is a week we take to 
recognize their hard work! We invited parents 
to write something they appreciate about their 
child’s teacher(s) on a paper kite which we 
have put together in a mural. It’s not too late to 
send in a note! Just email it to Ms. Ally at 
ally@theneighborhoodlearningcenter.com and 
she will make sure it is placed on a kite and 
added. 

Words of appreciation are truly the best gifts 
our teachers can receive. However, if you would 
like to send in a token of thanks to your child’s 
teacher(s) you can absolutely do so. Teacher 
“Favorite Things” pages are posted on our 
Active in the Neighborhood private Facebook 
group, or Ms. Ally can email them to you if you 
prefer. 

Basket Auction Results! 
We are so happy to announce 
that our Spring Basket 
Auction raised $4,000!! 

These funds will be used to 
purchase an iPad for each 
classroom, helping our 
Center take one more step 
towards going paperless as 
part of our goal of being 
greener. 

Thank you to all of our 
parents, staff, and town 
neighbors who made this 
event possible through 
generous donations and lots 
of fun purchases. 

mailto:ally@theneighborhoodlearningcenter.com
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We had Earth Day activities in 

abundance this year! 
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“Together” 

“Together,” is an evocative word that defines the project we are asked to be 
about these days. I looked up its etymology and found what I thought, that the 
word is really about gathering. In other words, “together” is a shortened form of 
“to gather,” just as “goodbye” is really a contraction of the farewell folks used to 
say to one another in older days “God be with ye.” And we are trying again “to 
gather,” whether that be at school, at the office water cooler, with neighbors on 
the street, in the eateries and movie theatres from which we have taken a year’s 
sabbatical. Oh yes, and from church. 

At the Worship Committee and Session alike we sought a way to define our 
gathering again as way to be together. We wished to set metrics that were open 
to those who have been vaccinated or not. Yes, we want to encourage 
vaccinations for all so that our community, nation and world get past this 
ravaging pandemic. But we also chose to stay true to our sense of welcome to 
all, agreeing that to be together meant also that we would continue to mask up 
and set precautions so that we keep things safe. We thought that especially 
because we know that vaccinations for children are still a ways off. By observing 
standards for community vaccination rates we wished to persuasive encourage 
vaccinations without pressuring or shaming. That kind of attentiveness is what 
we’ve learned by gathering before the pandemic. In the meantime, we are 
gathering again. Come, be the church together.  

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          ~ Pastor Dave 
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The Neighborhood Learning Center   
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