
AVON TOWNSHIP MONTHLY BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
433 E. Washington Street, Round Lake Park, Il 60073 

Tuesday – February 2, 2021 
7 p.m. 

Pursuant to the Governor’s Executive Orders 2020-7, 2020-10, and 2020-18, this meeting will be held via audio and video conference and not at the Avon 

Township General Offices. Please note that, by joining the meeting by video or audio conference, your name, image, or phone number may be visible (in whole or in 
part) to others participating in the meeting. Detailed instructions for the public to join the meeting via audio and/or video conference will be provided upon request, 

by contacting Candy Leatherman at 847-546-1446 or emailing Cleatherman@avonil.us or jeanne@avonil.us  no later than 4:00 p.m. on February 2, 2021. 
 

Please also note that the Governor’s executive orders request that public bodies limit their agendas to only those items that require immediate attention 

and that other matters be deferred. 
 

1. Meeting Called to Order at 7:00 pm 
a. A motion was made by Trustee Law and seconded by Trustee Bauman to suspension the rules to allow for 

electronic attendance. 
Trustee Duby - absent  Trustee Vaughn - aye  Trustee Bauman - Aye 
Trustee Law - aye  Supervisor Wilke - aye  Motion Carries 
 

2. Pledge of Allegiance 
3. Roll Call 
 
Trustee Bauman - present  Trustee Law - present  Trustee Duby - absent 
Trustee Vaughn - present  Supervisor Wilke - present Quorum Met 
 
4. Approval of Minutes 
 
Motion was made by Trustee Law and seconded by Trustee Vaughn to approve the January 5, 2021 General Meeting 
Minutes and the Finance Committee Minutes for December 1, 2020. 
 
Trustee Duby - absent  Trustee Vaughn - aye  Trustee Bauman - Aye 
Trustee Law - aye   Supervisor Wilke - no  Motion Carries 
 
At the start of public comments, Trustee Duby arrives at the meeting approximately 7:08 p.m. 
 
5. Public Participation:  
Doug Kearney, Round Lake, Commended the Board for the Censure of the Supervisor last month. Encouraged an absent 
board member to voice support for the Censure. He noted the Supervisor said he takes pictures of all the property so 
hopefully he shares this with the people doing the inventory. Food Pantry has received a lot of well-deserved praise, 
but it is important to note that the food pantry is not affiliated with the township in any way. It is a not-for-profit 
corporation that is run by Mr. Wilke. I am curious about its finances. He noted according to the Internal Revenue the 
annual income for Avon Cares Food Pantry is less than $50,000 per year for each of the past three years. That would 
mean that Mr. Wilke spent approximately 40% of their yearly income to purchase a house and a step van this past year. 
These are especially concerning in a year with such hardships. If Wilke says he donated the Step Van, then he would 
have to declare it as income for the not-for-profit. Hopefully he also declared the maintenance the Township paid.  
Fifty Thousand dollars is a magical number. Once income or donations go above the $50,000 the non-profit has to file 
a much more comprehensive form 990. That is available to the public to review on the IRS website. Grafton Township 
is smaller population than Avon and their reported income was $128,000 in 2018. I wonder what the Avon Finances 
really are. 
It has almost been a year since the questions of the finances noting Township Credit Card Ordinance passed in 2004 is 
not being followed. There have been many discussions on finances but no action. It is obvious that the policy is not 
being followed, what are the township trustees going to do about it? How about cancelling the credit cards and 
demanding restitution for the purchases in violation of the ordinance? Inaction by the board is the same as approving 
reckless expenditures.  
 
Jackie Cunningham, the person that just spoke is Doug Kearny right. I want to know what does all that mean to the 
taxpayer. 
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Kristal Larson, Hainesville, I wanted to urge the board to appoint a new member to the Finance Committee at your 
earliest convenience. 
 
Kurt Allen, I see you have a 3-minute public comment, is that an adopted policy? Can I get a copy of that if I FOIA it? 
You (Supervisor) emphasized the importance of the pledge and went through several people to get the pledge said. I 
appreciate your recital of the pledge. He asked the Supervisor if he was familiar with the last three words of the pledge. 
There was an interaction about not taking questions, muting the sound when an outburst occurred by Ms. Cunningham 
and a comment from the Supervisor about doing his job. 
The words are Justice for All, it is high time you realize what those words mean and do the taxpayers a favor and resign 
from office and avoid all the future litigation costs that are coming.  
 
John Kraft, I am glad Doug talked about the house and the step van. There are other issues such as the electric car and 
the pickup truck, the charging station, where the Supervisor can recharge his vehicle when he comes to work every day 
on the Township dime, the taxpayers pay the electricity. Why not put in a gasoline station and let people fill up. Public 
funds property or credit should only be used for public purposes. That is in Section 8 Article 1 of the Illinois Constitution. 
That portion has been used to prosecute people before and I hope to be publishing a mug shot of Mr. Wilke and video 
of you walking into the Sheriff’s Department. I cannot believe you have got away with so much for so long. Just the 
purchase of the vehicles, the house and the charging station violated that constitutional section. None of that was for 
a public purpose and you used all of that for a non-public purpose. Then you used public funds to do some work on 
those pieces of equipment. The car that you illegally transferred into your own name without board approval. You 
should be locked up for just that one. The illegal annual town meeting where you allegedly sold the house to your own 
non-profit. There are statutes on how the Township can buy or sell property and you followed none of them. 
 
Another outburst from Jackie Cunningham. 
 
6. Reports 
 
Motion was made by Trustee Law and seconded by Trustee Bauman to approve the submitted reports. 
 
Trustee Duby - aye  Trustee Vaughn - aye  Trustee Bauman - Aye 
Trustee Law - aye  Supervisor Wilke - aye  Motion Carries 
 
7. Consideration and Review of Bills 
 
A motion was made by Trustee Law and seconded by Trustee Duby to approve the Pre-Paid Bills. 
 
Trustee Duby - aye  Trustee Vaughn - aye  Trustee Bauman - Aye 
Trustee Law - aye  Supervisor Wilke - aye  Motion Carries 
 
A motion was made by Trustee Law and seconded by Trustee Vaughn to approve the outstanding bill with the exception 
of disputed bills (Gewalt and Round Lake Park Permit) and exclude ACE #12720 for $49.99. 
 
Trustee Duby noted the Permit dispute that was discussed last month, and I believe we have moved forward on this. 
This was a credit card bill, which has already been paid. Anmarie Anderson noted it has not been paid. Supervisor Wilke 
noted it is discussed in item 8d.  Trustee Bauman asked about a receipt for the charger that has been paid. Anmarie 
explained that the charger was paid for by a credit card, so they have received their money, but we have not paid the 
credit card, that is why there are late charges. Supervisor Wilke stated that this what happens when we do not pay our 
bills. 
 
Trustee Duby - aye  Trustee Vaughn - aye  Trustee Bauman - Aye 
Trustee Law - aye  Supervisor Wilke - aye  Motion Carries 
 



8. New Business Items for Discussion and Possible Action: 
a. Transfer Resolutions 

1. 2021-02-02TF 
 
Anmarie Andresen explained all five items noted are being taken out of contingencies for FICA, unemployment. She 
believes it is related to her pay and it was not calculated properly because some of my salary is paid out of the 
Highway Department.  The next one is to cover data processing. We have already made one transfer with a best 
estimate, but this is what is needed to balance. I believe most of this is due to the Zoom costs. It is also for electric 
and telephone. A brief explanation was given with the agent term Data Processing is more aptly noted as IT Support. 
 
A motion was made by Trustee Law and seconded by Trustee Vaughn to approve Transfer Resolution 2021-02-
02TF. 
 
Trustee Duby - aye  Trustee Vaughn - aye  Trustee Bauman - Aye 
Trustee Law - aye  Supervisor Wilke - aye  Motion Carries 
 
b. Amendment of the State Grant to Avon Township through Secretary of State 
 
Trustee Duby noted that a similar comment was made at the Finance Committee. He noted that we had voted at a 
past meeting in both the Finance Committee meeting and the General Meeting to do an amendment to the State 
Grant for flooding mitigation and future hazards. I am happy to report that the Secretary of State has approved the 
amendment for the Flood Mitigation Grant. He also wanted to mention that he has been working with 
Commissioner Kula to make sure the equipment is in line with what he sees as the needs as well. He also noted that 
we have the space to house the equipment and that general maintenance and repairs can be done in house as well. 
The only changes from our original discussion are that we had two types of generators listed, a two cycle and a four 
cycle. We are only going to be buying 4 cycle generators. That would work for all needs for flooding and medical 
uses. We have also added in pumps. We checked with typical medical problems that would need a generator to 
continue working under a generator and that is another reason we are suggesting only purchasing 4 cycle 
generators. 
Even though this has already been approved by the board, in full transparency I wanted to make sure everyone was 
ok with the changes and to direct Anmarie Andresen to pay the invoices for the equipment noted under the 
Secretary of State approved State Grant for flooding mitigation. 
Trustee Bauman commended Trustee Duby on all the work to assure the Township would not loose the $50,000 
grant. What is the timeline to purchase? Do we have a plan to work with the employees to make sure the public is 
aware of the equipment available? Trustee Duby said he wanted to work with Jackie that she has a book of all the 
equipment available. In the case of medical needs, I would like to set up a system so people can preregister for 
generator needs due to medical equipment to make accessing the generators as smooth as possible. Trustee 
Bauman suggested having a contract with details on the return of the borrowed equipment. Trustee Duby did note 
that there are security measures built in such as a chain and lock system and the extended period of time for use. 
He noted also adding any potential for fees if equipment is damaged or late. 
 
Trustee Duby made a motion, and it was seconded by Trustee Law based on the amendment approved by the 
Secretary of State on the Flood Mitigation Grant, that we allow the purchases of those items delineated. 
 
Trustee Vaughn - aye  Trustee Bauman - aye  Trustee Law - aye 
Trustee Duby - aye  Supervisor Wilke - no  Motion Carries 
 
c. Trustee Meeting Payment for Objection Hearings 
 
Clerk Kearby noted the discussion and emails regarding the two trustees that served on the Electoral Hearing Board. 
She noted she had consulted with our attorney and she suggested we make it a motion. Supervisor Wilke noted 
they were both under the yearly limit for payment. Attorney Vaughn noted he thought he should abstain from a 



vote. Supervisor Wilke noted both Trustees should abstain. Anmarie noted the going rate is not #100.00 per 
meeting but $109.26. 
 
Motion was made by Supervisor Wilke and seconded by Trustee Duby to pay Trustee Vaughn and Trustee Law for 
their meetings attended on the Electoral Board at $109.26 per meeting. 
 
Trustee Bauman - aye  Trustee Law - abstain  Trustee Duby - aye 
Trustee Vaughn - abstain Supervisor Wilke - aye  Motion Carries 
 
d. Inventory 
Trustee Bauman asked if we had a date when we can move forward on the inventory? Anmarie Andresen noted 
they we were using an Excel spreadsheet, so it does not have the capability to take pictures. A program was 
discussed with Chair Larson from the Finance Committee, but the program was pricey and the feeling it was over 
kill. As far as the pantry goes, she noted she could not address this until the end of the year financial obligations 
were completed. We can make an appointment and finish doing that pretty quickly on days other than Mondays 
and Wednesdays. 
Trustee Bauman noted that Supervisor Wilke noted at the last meeting that he had taken pictures. This was 
confirmed by Supervisor Wilke. She noted she just wanted to make sure we had an accurate account with pictures 
of computers, refrigerators and such that belong to the Township. 
Chair Larson said that the process was to identify each item with a unique bar code and provide a reasonable 
comprehensive description in which to identify each item. Some of the items were depreciated below the $300.00 
threshold and not having a value as an asset. For example, file cabinets that are older than I am. We also collected 
serial numbers so we can link with very specifically descriptions and manuals.  She thanked both the Assessor’s 
office and the Supervisor’s office. Supervisor Wilke noted the Food Pantry will take about an hour or do. Trustee 
Duby wanted to make sure our insurance was compared to assure we are covered. 
  
a. Finance Committee Appointment, Michele Bauman 
 
Trustee Vaughn noted he had withdrawn from the Finance Committee because of a conflict and provided my seat 
to Trustee Bauman. The board was cc in that communication.  
 
A motion was made by Trustee Vaughn and seconded by Trustee Duby to approve the appointment of Trustee 
Bauman to the Finance Committee. 
 
Gregorio Recendez wanted to speak. You named me to be a part of the committee and now I hear you guys kicked 
me out. I never received any communication about this. I hear also that Michele wants to grab money from us 
because you are on the Finance Committee. It is not your money; it is my money. You do not have a right. You want 
to grab money. 
Trustee Duby noted this has been discussed at last meeting. Trustee Bauman has always been on the committee 
and has attended all meetings for that committee. She did not participate in an illegal Town Meeting, which 
Gregario did and that is why he was expelled from the Finance Committee.  This was fully explained at the meeting 
and Gregario Resendiz was in attendance at that meeting. This is about Trustee Bauman who has already serving 
and should be focused on the appointment. 
Supervisor Wilke said this was in retaliation of him not appointing Trustee Duby to the Squaw Creek Drainage 
District. Trustee Duby that is not the truth and hearsay. Supervisor Wilke retaliated; Trustee Duby defended stating 
the real retaliation was you appointing someone else. 
 
Trustee Vaughn called the question and Trustee Duby seconded. 
 
Trustee Bauman - aye  Trustee Law - aye  Trustee Duby - aye 
Trustee Vaughn - aye  Supervisor Wilke - aye  Motion Carries 
 
Going to the original appointment motion. 



 
Trustee Bauman - abstain  Trustee Law - aye  Trustee Duby - aye 
Trustee Vaughn - aye   Supervisor Wilke - aye  Motion Carries 
 
b. Disputed Bills 

1. Gewalt Hamilton 
 
Supervisor Wilke calls for a motion and a second. There are none. 
 
2. Credit Card (Building Permit) 
 
A motion was made by Trustee Duby and seconded by Superintendent Wilke to approve the credit card 
payment for the Round Lake Park Permit. 
 
Discussion: 
Trustee Duby noted that this was discussed and already been paid. We are hurting ourselves. Supervisor Wilke 
said it is also illegal for us not to pay our bills.  
 
Trustee Vaughn asked to hear the arguments to not pay the bill. Trustee Duby noted the argument not to pay 
the bill was because the electric charging station nor the electric car was not approved by the board before 
purchase or installation, therefore the Board should not be dealing with the permit. I would like to be in 
compliance with the local village and that is why I am moving it forward. 
 
Public Comment from John Kraft on this subject representing John Kraft. The public body does have to pay bills 
when they are due however, they are not liable to pay bills that are not properly incurred. SO, if a person uses 
the credit card to go gambling, the public body is under no obligation to pay that credit card bill. So, if you don’t 
think the expenditure was approved you are not under any liability for nonpayment. And I think you attorney 
can advise you further on this. I thin you would be obligated to collect the charge from the person that incurred 
the bill.  Supervisor made a comment about not having an attorney. 
 
Attorney Rock noted the bill has already been paid to the Village of Round Lake Park. He noted if you continue 
to not pay the credit card bill you will be charged for nonpayment. My recommendation is to pay the bill and 
then if you decide it was not authorized then you can take whatever action by whomever made the charge 
without authorization.  
Trustee Bauman asked what the options are to get someone to pay for the unauthorized charges. Attorney 
Rock said you have to ask them to pay it. Trustee Bauman asked, if they don’t pay. Then you can decide what 
actions you are willing to take moving forward. 
Trustee Duby noted we did not have a motion to pay Round Lake Park. My motion is to pay the Credit Card. 
Trustee Vaughn noted the fees are being racked up. The recommendation of Attorney Rock is to pay the credit 
card and take any additional action at another time. 
 
DeeDee Witnick, resident of the Township, I was wondering was the board aware of the expenditure and review 
the expenditure. Trustee Duby noted it was in dispute. Supervisor Wilke noted that what is essentially in dispute 
is does the board have the legal authority to approve every expenditure made by the Supervisor. I dare say the 
Board does believe this. I do not or in the case of any law.  
 
Kurt Allen representing myself, Trustees just keep in mind your job is to audit the bills and if that process 
identifies bill not valid, I encourage the Board not to validate that bill. 
 
Doug Kearney, you should pay the bill. The permit should be the responsibility of the contractor. Ask them to 
pay the bill. 
 
Trustee Vaughn - aye  Trustee Bauman - no  Trustee Law - aye 



Trustee Duby - aye   Supervisor Wilke - aye  Motion Carries 
 

9. Executive Session: None  
10. Action on Executive Session: None  
11. Good of the Whole: 
 
Trustee Law commended all the work Commissioner Kula and his team for all the work with the latest weather 
complications. Supervisor Wilke concurred with Member Law’s gratitude. Trustee Duby also added to that he has been 
a huge asset for the community and his work with the Trustee Duby. 
Clerk Kearby noted a thanks for their efforts to sign the pages. There was an easier way as recommended by our 
attorneys, but I was wanting to make it as easy for the audit as possible. 
Kristal Larson wanted to note Black History month and honors the past and contemporary people, and he urges 
everyone to learn a little piece of this history. 
Trustee Bauman thanked the participation at our meetings and wanted to spread the word with friends and neighbors 
to participate.  
 
12. Adjournment 
A motion was made by Trustee Law and seconded by Trustee Vaughn to adjourn at 8:05 p.m. 
Trusteed Duby - aye  Trustee Vaughn - aye  Trustee Bauman - aye 
Trustee Law - aye  Supervisor Wilke - aye  Motion Carries 

 
Avon Township is subject to the requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990. Individuals with disabilities 
who plan to attend this meeting and who require certain accommodations in order to allow them to observe and/or 
participate in this meeting or have questions regarding the accessibility of the meeting facilities, are asked to call the 
Township office prior to the meeting. 
 
 
 


