
 

February 16, 2021 

         

La Casa/OCH 

P.O. Box 4425 

Huntington Beach, CA 92605-4425 

 

Dear La Casa Member, 

 

The past eleven months has been marked by extraordinary challenges. Far too many have endured 

losses as the pandemic wreaks havoc on financial stability, health, and our sense of well-being. 

Orangewood Children and Family Center, its residents and staff, has been particularly hard-hit.  

 

School closures and the suspension of in-person visitations have resulted in the erosion of the 

children’s personal relationship and connections. Disrupted daily routines like lunch with a 

classmate, chats with a favorite teacher after class, soccer practice comradery, and face-to-face 

interactions with siblings are central to a child’s perception of security and well-being. In short, no 

part of Orangewood kids’ existence has been left intact due to statewide COVID restrictions.  

 

Last year, your donation helped fund numerous efforts toward improving the lives of Orangewood 

residents during the pandemic, including: 

 

• On-site holiday celebrations and activities. 

• Materials for life skills courses such as cooking classes. 

• Fun-filled adventures to ski resorts/areas. 

 

Please join La Casa, Orangewood Children’s Home Auxiliary Organization, for another year 

of making a difference by renewing your membership today! Remember La Casa is a 501(c)(3) 

organization and your donation is tax deductible (Tax ID# 95-3681176). Alternatively, you can 

submit your membership application and payment information online by visiting 

https://www.ochlacasa.org/donate. If you have any questions about the renewal process, please 

contact us at och.lacasa@gmail.com.  

 

As always, we thank you for your continued dedication to our important cause and look forward to 

serving you and the interests of Orangewood Children’s Home for another year! We hope to resume 

fundraising events soon and anxiously await the time we can all participate safely in them. 

 

Stay safe and well, 

 

The Board Members of La Casa 

https://www.ochlacasa.org/donate


La Casa Membership Contribution Form 

La Casa/OCH 
P.O. Box 4425 
Huntington Beach, CA 92605 

Send completed donation forms via postal mail: 

Please complete all sections of this form. Thank you for your generous support! 

Contact Information 

Full Name Company (if any) 

Address 

Address (cont) 

City State Postal code 

Email Address: By providing my email address, I opt-in to receive emails from La Casa. 

Donation Amount 

$35 $45 $100 $250 $500 Other amount $ 

Payment Information 

La Casa accepts payments in the form of personal checks, cashier’s checks, and PayPal. Please make checks payable to La Casa. To 

make a donation via PayPal, please enter och.lacasa@gmail.com in the recipient’s email address field. 

mailto:och.lacasa@gmail.com
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Pinewood Derby, 
and more!
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2020 End of year 
update - 1
La Casa: Who we are 
and what we do - 2

Covid-19 poses daunting challenges for Orangewood and the 
entire child welfare system. Thanks to La Casa, Orangewood 
kids were able to partake in various holiday festivities while 
still observing statewide safety guidelines. This past summer, 
residents spent Labor Day weekend learning to cook on 
Orangewood's new BBQ-smoker - an amenity purchased with 
La Casa funds. During the Thanksgiving break, Orangewood 
fostered creativity by holding a Pinewood Derby in which 
residents competed for the best DIY model car. For Halloween, 
Orangewood's staff constructed a haunted house out of 
cardboard sheets. Residents dressed up as their favorite Disney 
and Marvel characters for a night of on-site trick-or-treating. In 
celebration of the Christmas season, Orangewood's dedicated 
and untiring staff transformed a playground into a Christmas 
tree wonderland, borrowing the theme from our annual 
fundraising event. La Casa funded the event which included a 
snow machine, costumes, cookie and stocking decorating, and 
Santa Clause. Finally, no winter would be complete without a 
trip to the mountains. La Casa sent Orangewood residents on 
an all expense paid trip to Big Bear Mountain. Mark your 
calendars: Christmas Tree Wonderland is scheduled for Nov. 
29, 2021!



La Casa: Who we are 
and what we do.
Board of Directors' election results

The 2021 Board of Directors

La Casa is pleased to announce the election of its 
2021 Board of Directors, including the 
appointment of two new officers. Tim Branoff 
continues to serve as President; Alison Brenner 
holds the position of Second Vice President 
(Membership). Charlene Olivares continues to 
serve as Secretary. Sue Creager, our veteran 
board member, continues to hold the position of 
Treasurer.New appointments include Debbie 
Moss, who holds the position of First Vice 
President (Nominating), and Detlef Herrmann 
who serves as Parliamentarian.

We are also pleased to inform you that Dustin 
Gerard, Orangewood's former Recreation 
Director, has decided to serve as a La Casa board 
member. Dustin's knowledge and experience 
make him an invaluable asset.

Thank you to all who participated in our election. 
We appreciate your time and interest.

Orangewood residents make model cars out of materials 
purchased with La Casa funds.

Ski trip to Big Bear Mountain.

Labor Day cookout on Orangewood's new BBQ smoker.

A snow machine helps to transform Orangewood into a 
winter wonderland. 
La Casa: The Who's and What's
“Orangewood Children and Family Center 
(OCFC) is a 24-hour emergency shelter care 
facility, operated and owned by the County of 
Orange Social Services Agency for children who 
have been abused, abandonedand/or neglected. 
OCFC is licensed by the
California Department of Social Services as a 
group home.” (Retrieved from http: 
ssa.ocgov.com/ssa_volunteer/orangewood.) La 
Casa is a non-profit public benefit Corporation, 
organized for charitable purposes. La Casa’s 
mission is to foster interest and community 
involvement in OCFC. More specifically, La 
Casa’s purpose is to engage in fundraising 
activities and to otherwise solicit monetary 
contributions for the purchase of items of personal 
property and services required to meet the needs of 
children under the care of OCFC. La Casa also 
solicits non-monetary gifts of personal property 
intended for the use and enjoyment by OCFC 
residents. In short, we strive to ease the trauma and 
pain a child experiences when he or she is place in 
foster care.
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