
North Shore charges towards State Meet; Level 3 team stays undefeated; Gym 

finds success in a year of shutdowns and pauses.  

 

North Shore Gymnasts can’t be slowed as they are heading towards their State 

Meet in April. This past weekend they showed they are more than ready while 

competing at their own hosted meet, the Gopher Invite held at Canterbury Park 

Friday, March 5-7. 

The Level 3 team competed Sunday morning and were fresh and ready to prove 

their undefeated record this season has been well earned. The accomplished yet 

another first place as a team to continue the winning streak. 

The girls rebounded to the podium on Vault with Ellenora Leland (8, Wayzata) 

taking second place and teammates Jenna Dennis (10, Medina) and Avery Merz 

(8, Orono) both taking first in their respective age groups. Dennis was also 

swinging high on bars by taking a third place award with Merz and Jordin Kimbrel 

(9, Orono) both taking second. Sticky feet were the name of the game on Balance 

Beam for Merz, Kimbrel and Dennis with them dominating the podium in third, 

second and first place respectively. Kennedy Farley (9, Long Lake) entered into the 

mix by taking first place on the Floor Exercise along with Dennis. Kimbrel was able 

to take the third place spot along with Katherine Bell (8, Plymouth) while Merz 

took second. The podium was no stranger by the time the All-Around competition 

was announced. Bell managed to secure a third place spot while Kimbrel and 

Merz shared the second place spot. Dennis was the champion of the day finishing 

in first place. 

The Level 4 and 5 teams followed the Level 3s and, not to be outdone, each won a 

first place victory for their teams. The Level 4s were not short on individual 

victories either. For Vault, Lola Petersen (10, Mound) and Taylor Hansen (11, 

Delano) both finished in second place while Addison Robberts (12, Mound) took 

the first place spot. The podium was full of North Shore athletes as Petersen also 

took third place on the Uneven Bars with Marie Benway (10, Long Lake) took 

second and Elva Schilplin (10, Minnetrista) earned the top spot on the podium at 

first. There was no shortage of beautiful Balance Beam routines which ended up 

meaning Mia Garding (12, Wayzata) took third place, and Emmy Haag (9, 

Rockford) took second. Both Benway and Robberts were able to secure first 



places in their respective age groups.  For the Floor Exercise, it was powerful 

tumbling that catapulted the Level 4s to success. Benway danced her way to third 

place while Ashlyn Willey (10, Plymouth) took second. Robberts showed her 

prowess by taking another first place award on the event. It was enough to earn 

her a top spot on the podium as she won the All-Around competition with 

teammates Garding and Petersen taking third and Benway taking second.  

The Level 5s kept the competition rolling as Jada Preston-Harris (11, Orono) and 

Lexi Thelen (10, Minnetrista) tied for first place on the Vault. Preston-Harris also 

secured a third place win on the Uneven Bars along with teammate Anna Dennis 

(12, Medina). Lily Meisel (12, Mound) took second place on the event and 

Madison Brown continued to show off her spectacular skills on the Bars by 

winning first place on the event. There was stiff competition on the Balance Beam 

but the girls came back strong for Floor Exercise. Thelen and Meisel each placed, 

earning a second and first place award respectively. Thelen also managed a third 

place in the All-Around while Preston-Harris and Meisel both took second. 

Madison Brown topped the podium in first place. 

A break gives the Compulsory team a chance to further refine their skills and 

routines heading into the State Meet the weekend of April 9-11 hosted by Legacy 

Gymnastics and being held and the State Fairgrounds at Warner Coliseum. 

North Shore Gymnastics Association, Orono, was founded in 1974 and is a 501c3 

non-profit organization. It is the club’s purpose to acquaint children at all levels of 

physical ability, potential and growth with the sport of gymnastics in an 

atmosphere of safe, fun, positive learning, and to help each child develop 

gymnastic skills, good sportsmanship, and discipline. North Shore Gymnastics 

Association is also the practice facility for the ISD #278 (Orono) girls’ high school 

gymnastics team. For more information, please call 763-479-3189 or visit us at 

www.northshoregym.org. 

NSGA LEVEL 3 TEAM (left to right)  

First row: Kennedy Farley, Jordin Kimbrel, Katherine Bell, Avery Merz, Jenna 

Dennis, Kaia Johnson, Ellenora Leland 

Second row: Katelyn Nagengast, coach Brian Ottenhoff, coach Megan Johnski 

 



NSGA LEVEL 4 TEAM (left to right) 

Mia Garding, Addison Robberts, Ashlyn Willey, Makenna Peterson, Emmy Haag, 

Elva Schilplin, Lola Petersen, Taylor Hansen, Marie Benway 

NSGA LEVEL 5 TEAM (Lexi Thelen, Addison Berg, Jada Preston-Harris, Madison 

Brown, Anna Dennis, Lily Meisel 

 







 


