
 

 

January 20, 2021 
 
North Shore Gymnastics started their season on the road last weekend in Des Moines, Iowa. 
They competed in the 2021 Chow’s Winter Classic hosted by Chow’s Gymnastics on Friday, 
January 15 through Sunday, January 17. Level 3 through 9 competed and showed what 
Minnesota gymnasts are made of. 
 
The Level 3 team came out strong for their first meet scoring a whopping 112.225 for a team 
score and winning first place by over 6 points. Individually the team did just as well with Avery 
Merz ( 8, Orono), Jenna Dennis (10, Medina) and Jordin Kimbrel (9, Orono) all placing first in 
the All-Around competition in their respective age groups. Kennedy Farley (9, Long Lake) also 
got on the podium finishing second in the All-Around. The awards kept coming on each event as 
the girls Vaulted their way to victory. Ellenora Leland (8, Wayzata) took first on the event as well 
as Kimbrel and Merz. Dennis placed second with Farley and Katherine Bell (9, Orono) both 
earning a third place spot in their age groups. The team didn’t leave any room on the podium on 
the Uneven Bars with Merz and Kimbrel both finishing first, Farley and Dennis finishing second 
and Leland placing third on the event in their age groups. Balance Beam proved no different as 
Dennis, Kimbrel and Merz all topped the podium for first place. Kaia Johnson (8, Plymouth) also 
had a great performance landing her second place on the event. For the Floor Exercise, once 
again, North Shore ruled the awards stand. Farley, Dennis and Merz all earned first place 
finishes, while Kimbrel finished third to round out the event. 
 
The North Shore Level 4 team showed up to compete as well. Standout performances include 
first place finishes on Vault from Elva Schilplin (10, Minnetrista) and Marie Benway (10, Long 
Lake) with Addison Robberts (11, Mound) finishing third on the event. Balance Beam and Floor 
were consistent as both Robberts and Emmy Haag (9, Rockford) took the second spot on the 
podium in their respective age groups and first and second respectively on Floor Exercise. 
Schilplin also topped the podium in first place on Floor. Robberts showed her prowess by 
landing in third place in the All-Around competition. 
 
The Level 5 team brought home a third place banner in the team competition showing how hard 
they’ve been working. Several podium toppers in the All-Around competition included Lexi 
Thelen (10, Minnetrista) and Lily Meisel (12, Mound) both taking second place in their 
respective age groups as well as Addison Berg (11, Mound) taking third place. On Vault, Anna 
Dennis contributed to the team score with a third place finish. Meisel also finished third on the 
event with Thelen taking the second place spot. North Shore level 5’s shined on Uneven Bars 
with Berg taking second place and Thelen and Madison Brown (11, Loretto) both taking first 
place. Meisel was the star on Balance Beam earning herself a second place spot on the 
podium. The tumbling was high on Floor, as were the scores with North shore posting four 
athletes on the podium. Dennis earned the third place spot while Meisel and Thelen both got 
second. Berg rounded out the group with a first place on the event. 
 
The North Shore Optional Teams faced more difficult competition but held their own. The Level 
7 girls were strong with Anna Lamecker (12, Delano) starting things off right with a second place 
finish on Vault. Madelyn Hallett (11, Minnetrista) showed she means business earning a second 
place finish on both Balance Beam and the All-Around competition. Vienne Richardson (12, 
Orono) finished third on the Floor Exercise. The Level 8s saw similar success with Siena 
Chermak (12, Mound) earning first place on both Balance Beam and Floor Exercise. Morgan 
Walsh (14, Orono) also walked away with a first place on Floor as well as a third place finish on 
the Uneven Bars and a fourth place finish in the All-Around. North Shore’s lone senior and Level 
9, Oliva Jahnke (18, Hanover) showed she deserves the spotlight by marching to the top of the 



 

 

podium on Vault and Floor Exercise. She also placed third on the Balance Beam and fought 
hard for a well-earned second place finish in the All-Around.  
 
The girls head back home to Minnesota next weekend for their next few competitions.  
Look for the North Shore girls to compete at the State Fair Grounds the weekend of January, 
29-31 and February 5-7 at the North Shore hosted Gopher Invite.  
 
North Shore Gymnastics Association, Orono, was founded in 1974 and is a 501c3 non-profit 
organization. It is the club’s purpose to acquaint children at all levels of physical ability, potential 
and growth with the sport of gymnastics in an atmosphere of safe, fun, positive learning, and to 
help each child develop gymnastic skills, good sportsmanship, and discipline. North Shore 
Gymnastics Association is also the practice facility for the ISD #278 (Orono) girls’ high school 
gymnastics team. 
 
For more information, please call 763-479-3189 or visit us at www.northshoregym.org. 
 
NSGA LEVEL 3 TEAM - Pictured left to right 
Ellenora Leland, Jenna Dennis, Kennedy Farley, Kaia Johnson, Avery Merz, Jordin Kimbrel, 
Ava Lien, Katherine Bell, Katelyn Nagengast. 2nd row: Coaches Brian Ottenhoff, Megan Johnski 
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