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Nature Talks and Walks for Earth Day
The Chapel hosted a community outreach event for Earth Day, April 22nd. This one-day event was attended by more than
100 people and was co-sponsored by the Longboat Observer. In the Friendship Garden, attendees did self-walks to see its
plants identified with markers, partook of guided Bay Walks led by Mote Marine Laboratory staff, listened to selected talks
at the gazebo, and learned about environmental issues from the many exhibitors.
Two keynote presentations were held in the Shook Fellowship Hall by Marie Selby Botanical Gardens and the Conservation
Foundation of the Gulf Coast. Other exhibitors included Clearwater Marine Aquarium, Florida Forest Service, Longboat
Key Turtle Watch, Manatee County Audubon Society, Sarasota Bay Estuary Program and Save our Seabirds. Admittance
was free and masks were required.
For the self-walks through the Chapel’s Friendship Garden, 30 plant markers, donated by the Manatee River Garden Club,
identified the native and tropical plants. Bob Mazurek placed orchids donated by Peggy Lammers and Lesley Rife in all the
right spots.
Thank you to the Revival Project Committee and Chapel members who volunteered as event organizers: Joan Partridge and
Ingrid McClellan, gracious greeters at the Welcome Center and entrance tables, Artist Peggy Lammers, Calligrapher Carol
Peschel and the hard-working Grounds Grooming Group.
The event received positive reactions from contributors who said they would like to participate again. Tentative plans are
to host Nature Talks and Walks next year on Earth Day, which is always on April 22nd!
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Birthdays this July:
6 Tom Giannico
12 Jim Heyer
15 Ruth German
16 Michael Hodges
17 Robert German
20 Barbara Weech
24 Ed Sherwood
26 Lynn McConnell
27 Clarice Schetter
28 Ron Hagstrom
29 Patsy McLaughlin
30 Roy Brown

Editors:

Vicki Lyons
Ingrid McClellan

Maurice Overholt
Music Director

Birthdays this June:
1 Marjorie Storch
2 Donna Heffner
Gene Wineland
3 Bah Hero
4 Judy Heyer
6 Kate Nothacker
10 Michael Nunes
14 Sally Overlock
18 Anne Summers
19 Joanna Myers
20 Betty Jo Haas
Terry Hart
25 Carol Kruegle
29 June McBride

Birthdays this August:
2 Fred Haas
5 Miriam Horwitz
Virginia Steagall
12 Christine Johnson
16 Cynthia Ward
17 Karen Pashkow
18 Bob Lentz
19 Shirley Noyes
21 Susan Schaefer
24 Miriam Russell

Membership

OUR
STAFF
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Production:

Donna Heffner
Karen Pashkow
Vickie Van Meier

Anniversaries this June:
7 Charlie and Lois Finley Shook
9 Steven and Becky Thomas
10 Bob and Susie Hettmansperger
12 Ken and Chris Fearing
13 Lynn and Emmalene McConnell
14 Richard and Jamie Engel
25 Bruce and Susan Schaefer
Anniversaries this July:
1 David and Cari Ferreiro-Aslan

Anniversaries this August:
2 Warren and Diane Guse
5 Ron and Pat Hagstrom
8 Ed and Christie Sherwood
14 Carl and Barbara Gusie
19 Fred and Betty Jo Haas
21 Larry and Virginia Steagall
25 Steve and Sharon Cockerham
Rest in Peace:

3/17/21 Claire Marsh
4/21/21 Heidi Schwarztrauber
4/26/21 Paul Achre
5/16/21 Betty Rieger

Charitable Outreach Spotlight
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Sunday Undies Collection Extended
Charitable Outreach is continuing important work with your help. You have helped us provide
jackets, coats and sweaters for the needy for the cold months. You have provided backpacks, duffles
and small suitcases for children to use as they move from one foster home to another.
This May we began the Sunday Undies collection. Chapel members immediately responded to this
desperate need for the homeless and the extremely disadvantaged. They are the poorest of the poor.
This program has been so well received that we are continuing it through the month of June.

Lesley Rife

Those among us that are barely making it through each day
can get recycled clothing but definitely not undergarments.
These items are never recycled for sanitary reasons. This is
an unfilled item for men, women, and children.

There is always a need for men’s boxers/briefs/t-shirts/sox. The ladies need
underpants/sox/bras (sports bras are comfortable and will accommodate various
sized ladies). Children are in need of panties/sox/t-shirts/teen bras. Any sizes you
choose to provide will be used and much appreciated.
We are asking you to contribute these much needed items through the month of
June. Please purchase new, packaged items. They can be placed in the collection
basket each Sunday or dropped at the church office. One member ordered from
Amazon and had the items shipped to the Chapel. Don’t forget to designate your
smile.amazon charity as the Chapel (see below). You only have to do this once,
and the Chapel will be credited each time you order from Amazon. If it is easier
for some of you, feel free to donate cash or a check to Charitable Outreach and be
assured we will do the shopping. Drop your donation at the office or give to
Karen Pashkow. This is an easy way to fulfill your desire to help.
Please jump on the bandwagon to assist those in desperate need. The drive
extends to June 30, 2021. Donate something each week. Charitable Outreach
members will deliver the items for you to three charities: Stillpoint Mission,
Resurrection House and Turning Point. These charities serve those in need in the
Sarasota-Manatee area.

If you are an Amazon shopper, please pay attention! Amazon will donate a percentage of each qualifying purchase to an
organization of your choice. Longboat Island Chapel is registered with Amazon, and if you select the Chapel as your
preferred organization, Amazon will donate a percentage to the Chapel. This is free money for the Chapel, so please,
register today! We have already received our first two donations! Although small, we hope they will grow as more
members register their purchases.
Instructions for Amazon Smile: Log into your Amazon account as normal. In the Amazon search bar, search for Amazon
Smile. When you are asked to select a charitable organization, search for “Longboat Island Chapel”. Select the Chapel from
the list and you are finished. Then, each time you shop on Amazon, always begin by searching for “Amazon Smile” in the
search bar. When you do this, it automatically triggers your donation to the Chapel. Then, shop as normal! Please help the
Chapel by registering for Amazon Smile!

From Our Professional Staff
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God Is Faithful!
Do you see God working? Is God leading you and you’re not sure how to respond? I’d like to offer
some help. Doing God’s work begins with two primary ingredients: one’s self and obedience.

Reverend Brock
Senior Minister

Is this too simplified? Consider this: During our lives, we have spent some amount of time thinking
about our individual purposes in life. Questions such as “What am I supposed to be doing?”, and
“How am I supposed to fulfill God’s needs for me?”, are important questions. As long as we are
blessed with the Breath of Life, we still have the opportunity to fulfill God’s purposes for us.

I’ll use myself as an example. Since arriving on Longboat Key, I’ve been asked many times about
the ease in which I settled into a new place by myself, without knowing anyone and completely
changing my life experience. I don’t have a clever response to this question. Rather, my answer is quite simple: I really
believe that God sent me to the Chapel.
While the congregation may have been praying to God for the right person during their pastoral search, I was praying for
God to send me wherever the Lord needed me. I wasn’t specific (with job duties, money, location, or anything else) with
God in my prayers. I simply prayed for God’s purpose for me to be fulfilled. Along with this prayer, I kept reiterating to
God that I would go anywhere the Lord needed me, period. I was praying for the “unknown” Church that needed me, no
matter where it was.
The “where” was a big deal for me. Except for educational pursuits, I had lived in the same state for over fifty years.
Though I hadn't considered a major geographic change for many years, I somehow knew that God would be taking me far
from home. I wasn’t concerned because my obedience was to God and not the career objectives, pride fulfillment, or even
the wishes of another person. I felt as though I had truly placed all of my life into God’s hands. I can testify that it can be a
scary feeling to make one’s self this vulnerable, but God is faithful! The blessings that follow are incredible!
My advice is this: Don’t settle for being content in Faith. Always seek a deeper relationship with God. Expect to be pushed
beyond your boundaries, recognizing that when you experience discomfort, you are growing. Don’t fight God when God is
working. Rather, thank God for the growth and the blessings and talk to God regarding your involvement. God will bless
your Faithfulness because God is Faithful. Blessings to all our Chapel Family!

Doing Our Job

That's Not My Job.
by Charles Osgood

When reading this clever writing, just think of all the “JOBS” our Chapel
members are doing. And when each one takes responsibility for assuming This is a story about four people
named Everybody, Somebody,
and following through on his/her part, how proud each should be!
Anybody and Nobody.

MiMi Horwitz
Pastoral Care
Assistant

It’s an inspiring show of true commitment and dedication to our Longboat There was an important job to be
Island Chapel when new members of our Church Family join those who done and Everybody was sure
have “worked” here for years and take on responsibilities; thus sharing the
that Somebody would do it.
load.
Anybody could have done it,
but Nobody did it.
Bless ALL of you who have done or are now doing your fair share.
What a beautiful Family portrait of Love!

The Spiritual Power of Music
Several years ago, the Music Search Committee surveyed the congregation on their thoughts about the
importance of music in enhancing the Sunday services and the importance of having a Chapel choir. More
than 90% of the membership indicated that music was very important in the structure of our services and 87%
stated that having a Chapel choir ranged between “somewhat important” to “very important.” For those of us
who are singers or musicians and those of us who are lovers of music the arrival of the pandemic took away
this important part of our worship service where we could no longer “Speak to one another with psalms,
hymns, and songs from the Spirit. Sing and make music from your heart to the Lord.” (Ephesians 5:19).
Vicki Lyons
Whether one is a listener or a music-maker, music allows us to participate in the beauty and truth that is found
Chapel Choir

in God. As Frederick W. Schmidt stated so beautifully in his book titled What God Wants for Your Life,
“In the moment we sing or enter into the music offered in worship, then, we potentially find ourselves in close
communication with the divine and with the creative nature of God.” That is why we struggle each Sunday to sing while
breathing through our masks at our last parting hymn, “Let There be Peace on Earth.” We want to more completely
communicate with God through the gift of music.
As we gradually lift the COVID restrictions and move to a more open and less restrictive service, we look forward once
again to making music together under the leadership of our new music director, Maurice Overholt. With a master’s degree in
choral conducting, he will support and uplift our existing choir and, hopefully, encourage some fresh new faces to join us.
Chapel musicians - have patience and hang in there until we can lift up our voices and instruments together once again.

From Our Staff and Board of Trustees
Summer Plans

Richard Engel
Board President

Fellow Members, As I write this on
Memorial Day, I keep being reminded of
how blessed we are as a Country, as
Americans and as a Chapel. With all the
negatives floating around, it’s easy to
forget how fortunate we are here. I have
renewed appreciation for all those who
conceived our ideals and those who have
maintained them for us to prosper.

Two projects were approved by the Board
of Trustees at our last meeting. We are going to install three
additional parking spaces for our disabled members. They
will be located opposite the two existing parking spaces on
the west side of the Chapel.
The plan to improve acoustics for Shook Fellowship Hall was
also approved. The Interior Decorating Committee is in the
process of obtaining an additional bid for the work. Design
and colors for the required panels have been selected. We
look forward to this much needed improvement.
The Board agreed that we needed to proceed with the
installation of Impact Resistant (Hurricane Proof) windows in
the second floor of the building. Now that we have become
self insured, this has become a necessity. Soon we will begin
a campaign for Members to donate a window, as was done in
the Sanctuary a few years ago. The total price for this project
is approximately $24,000 for the 15 windows on the second
floor.
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replaced with a new one. This will help to make our
Chapel safer and healthier for our members and guests.
We have received several bids for replacing the second
floor Chapel windows with hurricane proof windows.
These bids have been reviewed and one bid was approved.
Pending the Finance Committee’s approval, installation
will be scheduled.
Finally, the Interior Decorating Committee has reviewed
one bid for acoustical panels to be installed in Shook
Fellowship Hall to help with sound issues. The committee
has two additional bids to review and upon their final
recommendation, the new wall panels will be installed.

Metal Art at the Chapel
Thank you to Peggy Lammers for
adding more beauty to our Chapel’s
grounds. She transformed the metal
bench in the south parking lot for
visitors into teal peacock feathers. She
gave the rusted heron metal sculpture
a verdigris color. Look closely to see
Ingrid McClellan the heron amongst the tall dracenas in
the pond’s center.
Grounds Chair

Most of our Northern Members have headed home by now.
We trust that all made the trip safely. In spite of that, our
attendance is still good for this time of year. Kudos to all
who work diligently to ensure the Chapel is known, visitors
are welcomed and events are planned to encourage new
people to attend.
The Nominating Committee was named for the purpose of
selecting the slate of candidates for the three Board of
Director positions that will be up for election at our Annual
Meeting in February. Roy Brown, Tom Giannico and Peggy
Lammers are the three Board members on the committee.
They will select two Chapel members to join them in this
task. If you have interest in serving on the committee or
serving the Chapel via Board membership, please contact one
of these Board members.
I would like to wish you all a great summer.

Touchless Faucets and More
We have been busy this spring with
many current and projected new
projects to improve our Chapel facility.

Richard “Sparky”
Pashkow Sr.
Buildings Chair

First of all, so many thanks go to Jim
Fuller for his generous donation that
has allowed us to update the Chapel’s
main floor bathroom with touchless
faucets and urinals. In addition, the
old defibrillator battery has been

Thank you Jim Owen for painting the metal benches
within the Friendship Garden. The black color blends
well with the landscaping.
A.G.G. Restoration Specialists, a Sarasota company, did
an excellent job restoring the metal sculpture atop
Rev. Jim Marsh’s memorial.

Chapel’s Events and Highlights
SUMMER READING
The Chapel’s Book Club is
scheduled to meet again in
October. Details of time and
place is being determined.
The book to be discussed is
The Engineer's Wife by Tracy Enerson Wood.
Ten reading suggestions from the Book Club
members for the summer are listed below.
Happy reading!
 Humankind: A Hopeful History by Rutger
Bregman
 As Time Goes By by Mary Higgins Clark
 A Lady's Life in the Rocky Mountains by
Isabella Bird
 American Duchess by Karen Harper
 The Henna Artist by Alka Joshi
 What We Carry by Maya Shanbhag Lang
 You Say It First by Susan Mallory
 The Giver of Stars by Jojo Moyes
 Outlawed by Anna North
 A Land Remembered by Patrick D. Smith

This year, a second Bible Study began in May
and runs through June. It also includes an
exclusive online version for our online
viewers and snowbirds. By making the class
available just for you, it allows Rev. Brock
the opportunity to better interact with our
online participants. If you are a snowbird and
have returned to the North, you can stay
connected to the Chapel. Online studies and
worship are the perfect way to make it happen
through the sermon until you return in the
fall!
Join us for Bible Study each Wednesday!
Join us in-person at 10 a.m. (EST)
Live Streaming Online, at 6:30 p.m. (EST),
and join online at https://bit.ly/3tZW3y4
Currently, we are exploring Big Stories of the
Bible.
This 9-week study covers some of the biggest
stories in the Old Testament.
Each session is independent of the others, so
if you miss one or two classes, you won't fall
behind.
We look forward to the next Bible Study and
Sermon Series in mid-August called Big
Stories of the New Testament!
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St. Johns Rivership Luncheon Cruise

On March 24th, 30 folks traveled via bus on the Chapel’s trip to Sanford
to board a cruise and four-course luncheon on St. Johns River.

The trip included fabulous
food, a historical lecture,
music entertainment and
dancing.
The bus ride home brought
about a surprise ending. The
bus broke down and required
the order of a replacement.
Everyone kept their cool and
while waiting, parked along
U.S. 41 in front of a
development, a kind fellow
brought us bottles of
water. Finding he did not have
enough for all, he came back
with his neighbor in a golf
cart filled with cups, drinks
and cheer. Angels are
everywhere!
The replacement bus arrived,
and an hour later we
were back at the Chapel’s
parking lot. We all returned
home with good vibes!
Thank you Val Evanko for
organizing this event that
was great throughout.

New Members
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10 New Members!
We are thrilled to share that we have welcomed 10 new members into our Chapel Family in the first four
months of 2021! I thought you might enjoy learning a little about them, so I will feature them here listed
in the order that they joined.
Pat Lancaster was introduced to the Chapel by Richard and Jamie Engel who are his
neighbors. Being a recent widower, he often showed up at their home around dinner time. Carol Peschel
Pat owns his own research and development business in Louisville, KY, where he resides Membership Chair
during the summer. He has 2 children, 6 grandchildren and 2 great grandchildren! In his
spare time, he enjoys boating and flying.
Renee Lynch had been vacationing on Anna Maria Island for many years before retiring after almost
29 years as a lab tech for Eli Lily in Indianapolis, IN. She found and started coming to the Chapel
while spending the last 3 winters on Longboat Key. Fortunately for us, she and her partner, Ron
Kaplan, have recently decided to sell their home in Indianapolis and move permanently to Sarasota largely because she enjoys the services and found our Chapel family to be so welcoming. Renee has
two children who reside in Boston, MA and Indianapolis. She enjoys kayaking, walking and biking
as well as attending food and wine events since she joined the merchandising department at Total
Wine. She had previously been a volunteer at Selby Gardens and was involved in a food rescue
mission.
Judy Govalet moved to Bradenton from Jamestown, RI in 2000 looking for better year-round
outdoor living. There she met and consequently married her neighbor, Gordon Govalet, in the
Chapel Memorial Garden in November 2020. Judy had a lengthy career as a teacher of the deaf
and hard of hearing and taught at the RI School for the Deaf before moving to Florida to continue
teaching in Manatee County until her retirement in 2019. Not surprising that on Sunday mornings
she can be found assisting Gordon in the audio booth while the service is being televised and
recorded. She enjoys all outdoor activities including gardening, loves to sing, and is currently
learning to play the guitar. She has 3 children and 7 grandchildren living in Tampa, FL, Metuchen
NJ and San Diego, CA.
Jeff and Michael Nunes moved to Lakeland, FL from Massachusetts in the early 80's and to their
current home in Bradenton in 2015. Both are avid bridge players with Jeff maintaining a student
directory and teaching online. He has recently become one of the Chapel’s tech support team
members. Michael is a hairstylist at the David Gregory Salon in the Center Shoppes. Both enjoy arts
and crafts and swimming. They both love to sing and hope to join the choir in the near future. They
say that it was the friendly and accepting nature of the congregation that drew them to the Chapel.
Bob and Susie Hettmansperger split their time between Longboat Key and Noblesville, Indiana. They
were originally competitors in their family's commercial seed businesses until they married and joined
forces. Susie says they can talk for hours about corn! Susie enjoys gardening and they both love spending
time on the water with friends and family both here on Longboat Key and in Indiana. They have two sons,
two daughters and several grandchildren. They agree that it was the friendliness of the congregation which
brought them to the Chapel.
Lisabeth Lammers, better known as Lis and "Peggy's daughter", moved to Longboat Key from Las Vegas
where she and her friend Janine co-owned a concierge business. She now considers herself retired. She has
three grown children, one in Sarasota and two in Des Moines, Iowa, where she is originally from. Lis enjoys
all the outdoor activities Florida has to offer and, like her creative mother, writing for publication. She also
enjoys event planning and coordination.
Steven and Becky Thomas consider themselves snowbirds since they have a summer home near Harbor
Springs, Michigan. Becky says she's a "Texan" as she grew up in Austin, TX. She has had careers in
nursing, specifically childcare, as well as landscape design. She enjoys tennis, yoga, swimming, painting,
knitting, mahjongg, and, with Steven, golf. They have 4 children, and 6 grandchildren, all living in Texas.
They are expecting a granddaughter in July. Becky says she "loves the Lord" and wants to serve Him in a
faith-based community which is why they joined the Chapel.
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6200 Gulf of Mexico Drive
Longboat Key, FL 34228
admin@longboatisladchapel.org
www.longboatislandchapel.org
Chapel Office:

941-383-6491

Rev. Brock Patterson:
501-240-5673
MiMi Horwitz:

Current Resident or

941-527-7733

Lord’s Warehouse Thrift Shop:
941-383-4738
WORSHIP SCHEDULE
April—September 10 a.m.
(1st Sunday Communion)
The Prayer Chapel opposite the
Sanctuary is always available for
private prayer, meditation, and
communion with consecrated
wafers. During the week, please
enter through the Chapel Office.

Ways of Giving
The Longboat Island Chapel appreciates the support of its members and friends .
Contributions can be made in any of the following ways:
 Checks and/or money orders written out to Longboat Island Chapel.
 Direct withdrawal from your bank to ours. Call the Chapel office for our routing and account numbers.
 All major credit cards are accepted. Simply contact Chapel staff to charge your one-time gift.
 Ongoing monthly support via your credit card. Office staff will be happy to debit your charge card at the
beginning of each month in an amount established by you.
 Support the Longboat Island Chapel via the "donate" button on our homepage at
www.longboatislandchapel.org. This may be a one-time, or ongoing contribution, whichever you prefer!
These needed funds will be used for the Chapel's ongoing operating expenses. Thank you for your consideration!

