
Evacuation Zones vs. Flood Zones
Two different designations for two different purposes

Source: Hillsborough County Emergency Management

Though they are often mistaken for each other, Flood Zones and Evacuation Zones are two
very different things that measure very different conditions. So what's the difference? And when
do you use them? Here is what you need to know:

Flood Zones
These federally identified zones indicate a property’s risk for flooding at any time of the year,
including as a result of heavy or steady rain. This zone has nothing to do with hurricanes or
other emergencies, and everything to do with your property insurance and building
requirements. Nationally, these zones are classified as Zones A (Special Flood Hazard Area),
B, C, D, V and X. Every property is in a flood zone.

When to check the Flood Zone Map
You own, rent, or are buying a new property and don’t know if you need flood insurance
You refinance or get a mortgage
You need building permits for work on your property

Evacuation Zones
These are the areas that officials may order evacuated during a hurricane. These zones are
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mapped by the National Hurricane Center and indicate areas that will be affected by storm
surge (storm-driven waves that can inundate a community and threaten lives). Zones in
Hillsborough County are identified from A - E.

When to check the Evacuation Zone Map
Before hurricane season to make sure your family is prepared
During a hurricane or major storm, to know if you should evacuate
You live in a low-lying area or near a stream, pond or body of water.

All e-blast communications and links to important resources can be
found at www.kpmaster.com/disasterplanning. 

Select the Maps above to go to the Interactive Flood and Evacuation Route Maps
Available on the Hillsborough County Emergency Management website.
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