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Front Entrance Gatehouse Improvements

The Master Association is excited 
to announce that the gate house 
towers at the community’s main 
entrance will now be lit up year-
round as the permanent LED light 
installation has been completed. 
Most nights the towers will 
feature soft white architectural 
lighting as shown in the photo 
to the left. However, the lighting 
has an array of limitless features 
allowing us to change the colors 
and patterns for any holiday, 
awareness day, sporting events 
or any other occasion. And the 
best part is that by saving the 
cost of installing the traditional 

C9 lighting on the gate house 
every holiday season, the lights 
will have paid for themselves by 
December 2022.
 

The colors were changed for 
the first  time last month as Kings 
Point went pink in honor of Breast 
Cancer Awareness Month. 

Master Irrigation Town Hall Overview

Flu Season Is Upon Us!
By: Korin Miller, Prevention

While COVID-19 has been the 
main illness on most people’s 
minds for the past year and 
a half, we’re now entering flu 
season. Last year’s flu season 
was practically non-existent, but 
public health officials anticipate 
that this year could be a doozy. 
And it seems it’s already started.

It’s not shocking that flu activity 
would pick up this time of year—
influenza cases usually start to 
increase in October before 
peaking in December and 
February, according to the CDC. 
But an almost 25% jump this early 
in the season seems like a lot.

It’s probably been a minute 
since you’ve thought about 
the flu. The flu is a contagious 
respiratory illness that’s caused 

by influenza viruses that infect 
the nose, throat, and sometimes 
the lungs, the CDC explains. It 
can cause anything from mild 
sickness to severe illness, and it 
can even kill people.

Flu viruses usually spread from 
tiny droplets that are made 
when infected people cough, 
sneeze, or talk, the CDC says. 
Those droplets can land in your 
mouth or nose and make you 
sick. In some cases, you may 
also pick up the flu by touching 
a surface or object that has the 
virus on it and then touching your 
own mouth, nose, or eyes.

The best thing you can do is 
to get vaccinated against the 
flu and encourage the other 
members of your household 
to do the same. This can be 
tough because there’s real 
vaccine fatigue out there. 
People don’t even want to 
think about it. It’s almost as if we 
have to reintroduce everyone 
to flu because they’ve been so 
preoccupied with COVID.

In case you missed it, Master 
Association Director, Jim 
Haggerty shared an informative 
irrigation presentation to the 
membership and unit owners 
at the October 13th Town Hall 
Meeting.  The purpose of the 
presentation was to educate 
residents on the history of the 
irrigation system, where we are 
now and the direction we are 
moving in for the future.

Director Haggerty starting 
the presentation by reminding 
everyone that for over 25 years 
the Master Association has 
controlled the main line of water 
for irrigation services in Kings 
Point, including the water used 
to irrigate Master Association 
property and the lawns and 
landscaping within individual 
associations. He pointed out that 
although the developer elected 
to transfer certain control of 
irrigation lines and systems to 
individual associations many 
years ago, the membership voted 
to transfer those responsibilities 
back to the Master Association.  
Those responsibilities include 
the operation of the existing 
irrigation lines and systems within 
associations and not including 
upgrades within individual 
associations.

A thorough review of the 
Master’s permit with the South 
West Florida Water Management 
District (SWFWMD) was outlined.  
The permit allows for up to 
572,000 gallons a day and allows 
for “banking” water that can be 
used later.  For example, during 
this year’s rainy season over 30 
million gallons were banked 
which will now be available to 
use during the dry season when 
the need will be much greater. 
All of the associations in section 1 
and 2 are affected by the permit.  
That includes 74 associations 
and 2,646 homes.  The allowable 
usage is divided amongst the 
associations based on acreage. 

The permit requires the use 
of smart technology and 
professional water management.  
To accommodate this, the 
Master Association upgraded 
the system to Baseline in 2017.  
Baseline is a sophisticated 
system that allows the system 
to be remotely monitored 24/7.  
More information on Baseline is 
available on page 4.

As required by the permit, the 
community’s irrigation system 
is monitored by professional 
water management.  The system 
is monitored 24/7 allowing 
technicians to be alerted to 
failures in the system.  In the 
instances of main line breaks or 
stuck valves, the water manager 
can immediately shut the zone 
or controller down remotely 
from home, saving thousands 
of gallons of water.  This smart 
technology allowed the Master 
to apply for the watering 
variance with SWFWMD that was 
granted earlier this year.  The 

variance allows the community 
to water outside of Hillsborough 
County’s water restrictions which 
has enabled us to continue 
watering two days a week while 
the rest of the county is restricted 
to one day a week.  

According to Director 
Haggerty, the Master Association 
is currently working on installing 
pressure sustaining wells on the 
upper and lower loops which 
should tremendously reduce the 
number of mainline breaks that 
occur.  They are also working on 
replacing all soil moisture sensors 
tand installing them to a using 
a two-wire path which will be 
buried in conduit.  Additional 
sensors will be added to each 
controller as well.  This will solve 
communication errors between 
the sensors and the controllers 
and the additional sensors will 
allow the water to be managed 
more efficiently.

The Master is also conducting 
irrigation audits to identify 
coverage and pressure issues 
within the individual associations 
in Kings Point.  Associations will be 
provided with a detailed report 
identifying issues by zone as well 
as a set of plans for a complete 
system redesign ensuring proper 
coverage while also conserving 
a considerable amount of water.

No one loves water conservation 
more than SWFWMD which is 
why they are offering grants 
through the Cooperative 
Funding Initiative that will cover 
up to 50% of the cost of projects 
that help create sustainable 
water resources, enhance 
conservation efforts, restore 
natural systems and provide flood 
protection.  If the membership 
decides to move forward the 
Master Association would be 
eligible to apply for this grant 
which could save the community 
millions of dollars.  The Master is 
already working with SWFWMD to 
determine how a project of this 
size would be handled through 
the grant process.  Several of the 
audit reports and new designs 
have been shared with them 
and considering the potential 
amount of water savings, they 
are excited about the prospect 
of working with the community. 

This project would be a massive 
undertaking with many moving 
parts and pieces so there are 
many things to work through 
and figure out before any 
decisions can be made.  Should 
the project move forward, the 
Master anticipates having all of 
the information needed to apply 
for the grant ready by the grant 
application deadline in October 
2022. Contracts are awarded 
for the coming year in October 
2023.  If selected, the work would 
take place over the following 
three years.

The Master Association will 
continues to work diligently on 
this project and looks forward to 
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 The holiday season often 
brings unwelcome guests, 
stress, depression and it's 
no wonder. The holidays 
often present a dizzying 
array of demands - cooking 
meals, shopping, baking, 
cleaning, and entertaining, 
to name just a few. If 
the coronavirus disease 
(COVID-19) is spreading in 
your community, you may 
be feeling additional stress, 
or you may be worrying 
about you and your loved 
ones' health. You may also 
feel stressed, sad or anxious 
because your holiday plans 
may look different during 
the pandemic but with 
some practical tips, you 
can minimize the stress that 
accompanies the holidays 
and you may even end 
up enjoying the holidays 
more than you thought you 
would. 

Tips to prevent holiday stress 
and depression 

  When stress is at its peak, it's 
hard to stop and regroup. 
Try to prevent stress and 
depression in the first place, 
especially if the holidays 
have taken an emotional 
toll on you in the past. 

1. Acknowledge your 
feelings. Realize that it's 
normal to feel sadness and 
grief and It's OK to take 
time to cry or express your 
feelings. You can't force 
happiness

2. Reach out. If you feel 
lonely or stressed seek out 
community, religious, or 
other social events; both 
in person or online.   It may 
also help to  talk about your 
concerns via  texting, a call, 
or a video chat.

3. Be realistic. The holidays 
don't have to be perfect. As 
families change and grow, 
traditions and rituals often 
change as well. Be open 
to creating new ones like 
meeting virtually or have 
video calls with family and 
friends. 

4. Set aside differences. Try 
to accept family members 
and friends as they are and 
set asside grievances, even 
if they don't live up to all of 
your expectations. until a 
more appropriate time.  

5. Stick to a budget. Before 
you do your gift and food 
shopping, decide how 
much money you can 
afford to spend and stick to 
that budget.

6. Plan ahead. Set aside 
specific days for shopping, 
baking, connecting with 
friends and other activities in 
advance. Shopping online 
and planning your menus 
can help prevent last-
minute scrambling for  items 
you may need. 

7. Learn to say no. Saying 
yes when you should say 
no can leave you feeling 
resentful and overwhelmed. 
Friends and colleagues 
will understand if you can't 
participate in every project 
or activity. 

8. Don't  abandon  healthy  
habits. Don't let the holidays 
become a free-for-all. 
Overindulgence only adds 
to your stress and guilt. 

9. Take a breather. Make 
some time for yourself, find 
an activity you enjoy, and 
take a break by yourself. 
Spending just 15 minutes 
alone, without distractions, 
may refresh you enough to 
handle everything you need 
to do. 

10. Seek professional help 
if you need it. Despite your 
best efforts, you may find 
yourself feeling persistently 
sad or anxious, plagued 
by physical complaints, 
unable to sleep, irritable and 
hopeless, and unable to 
face routine chores. If these 
feelings last for a while, talk 
to your doctor or a mental 
health professional. 

Take control of the holidays 

Take steps to prevent the 
stress and depression that 
can descend during the 
holidays. Learn to recognize 
your holiday triggers, such 
as financial pressures or 
personal demands, so you 
can combat them before 
they lead to a meltdown. 
With a little planning, you 
can find peace and joy 
during the holidays. 

ORIGINAL ARTICLE: MAYOCLINIC.COM

Save the Dates
Nov. 26th - Tree Lighting 

Ceremony at Charles Hassel Park 
 

Nov. 29th - Dec. 13th - Festival of 
Trees Displayed in N. Clubhouse

Dec. 13th - Taste of the Holidays 
in the Veterans Theater 

Stress, depression and the holidays: Tips for coping 
The Mayo Clinic Staff

Angel Tree for Mary 
and Martha House   

We can all play Santa Claus 
and make a child’s wish 

come true. 

As part of the celebration 
for the Holidays, we are 
creating an Angel Tree for 
children who are part of Mary 
and Martha House.  These 

children, because of their 
circumstances, would not 
have much of a Christmas 
otherwise.  A wish list is being 
created based on what 
they want for Christmas.  The 
staff at Mary and Martha 
House will forward the list to 
us and we will create Angels 
for the tree.  Each angel will 
be hung on a decorated 
tree to be in the lobby of 
the North Clubhouse.  The 
Angels will have the child’s 
name and what they wish 
for for Christmas. There will 
be between 20 to 30 Angels 
on the tree, so mark the date 
and get there quickly. 

The tree will be available 
beginning November 22nd 
thru November 24th, or until 
all the Angels have been 
taken off the tree.  When you 
pick the Angel, we will ask 
you to sign for your Angel.   

You don’t need to wrap the 
gift! Just bring it back to the 
North Club on the designated 
drop off days.  We will let you 
know when you should return 
the unwrapped gift.  We have 
a group of volunteers (elves) 
ready to do the wrapping.   

Make this Christmas special, 
help us to continue to be the 
wonderful caring community 

and spread joy to children 
during this Christmas 
Season.   

I’ll be sending email 
reminders as we get closer 
to Christmas, so hope you 
can participate. Mary Ann 
Meeker

Thank you to all of the donors helping to make the 2021 Taste of the Holidays Charity Event possible.
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Potters Bowl For Memory Care - March 7, 2022

Are you caring for a person with 
Alzheimer’s and/or Dementia? 
Dealing with behaviors that are 
challenging and frustrating? 
Wondering if memory loss can 
be prevented in some way?  If 
so, we have an event for you.

Please join us qMonday, 
March 7, 2022 at 1:00pm in 
Kings Point’s Veterans Theater 
for an afternoon of Education 
and Information.

Our Keynote Speaker is Jennifer 
O’Brien,PhD of the University 
of South Florida Department 
of Psychology.  She will help 
us to find ways to prevent 
Dementia and Alzheimer’s 
with Cognitive Training (PACT).  
Additionally, a few other 
speakers will speak on ways to 
deal with the disease and help 
caregivers. This event is being 

sponsored by Kings Point 
Pottery Club, with assistance 
from Vesta, Pelican Players, 
and many other Creative Arts 
Clubs in Kings Point. The cost 
for this exceptional day is only 
$15.00.

50/50 Raffles and Auction of 
Art Items.

You will receive a beautiful 
handmade bowl made by 

our Pottery Clubs.

Proceeds benefit Breakaway,
a program that offers a day of 
care for seniors with memory 
issues 
and respite for the caregivers.

If you need additional 
information please contact 
Shelly Brooks 248.505.8237 or  
Joanie Frantz 248.990.2105

Flag Rasing and Dedication - November 9, 2021

Millie lives in Kings Point and is celebrating her 104th 
birthday on November 9. She has been a longtime 

member of the COA and served as COA President and 
Vice President from 2005 through 2007.  The flag is funded 

by private donations to the gazebo brick program.
    

JOIN IN THE FUN – DECORATE FOR THE HOLIDAY SEASON!

DATE FOR NEXT COA MEMBERSHIP MEETING: THURSDAY, 
NOVEMBER 4, 2021, AT 2:00 PM IN THE BANQUET ROOM OF 

THE MAIN CLUBHOUSE. SEE YOU THERE! 

November 8, 1895 - X-rays (electromagnetic rays) were 
discovered by Wilhelm Roentgen at the University of 
Wurzburg in Germany.

November 28, 1934 - FBI agents killed bank robber George 
“Baby Face” Nelson near Barrington, Illinois.

November 19, 1939 - Construction of the first presidential 
library began as President Franklin D. Roosevelt laid the 
cornerstone next to his home in Hyde Park, New York. 

November 9, 1989 - The Berlin Wall was opened up after 
standing for 28 years as a symbol of the Cold War. The 27.9 
mile wall had been constructed in 1961.

November 10, 1775 - The U.S. Marine Corps was established 
as part of the U.S. Navy. It became a separate unit on July 
11, 1789.

November 19-20, 1990 - The Cold War came to an end 
during a summit in Paris as leaders of NATO and the Warsaw 
Pact signed a Treaty on Conventional Forces in Europe, 
vastly reducing their military arsenals.

Kings Point COA Corner

Shredding Day - November 16, 2021 1:00-4:00 PM
you will need to bring 

your Kings Point badge 
and your COA Membership 
Card for participation in the 
shredding day event.

To clarify: if you live in 
the following Associations, 
you will need an individual 
COA Membership Card to 
participate in the shredding 
day event: Andover I; 
Bedford A; Bedford D; 
Cambridge F; Fairfield F; 
Gloucester E; Highgate C; 
Highgate IV; Huntington; 
Inverness; Jameson; 
Lancaster II; Lancaster III; 
Oxford II; South Hampton II. 
These Associations did not 
include the COA dues in 
their association fees. If you 
would like a Membership in 
the Kings Point COA, which 
entitles you to the many 
services we offer (including 
shredding), just stop into our 
office and sign up for a mere 
$5.00 per year.

 Kings Point COA will hold 
a shredding day for Kings 
Point COA Members on 
Tuesday, November 16 from 
1:00 – 4:00 PM in the parking 
lot between the Main 
Clubhouse and the 2020 
Centre. Bring your shredding 
in bags that can be easily 
opened and dumped into 
the shredder in the truck 
– DO NOT bring in sealed 
containers.

Residents who are COA 
Members, either through 
their Association’s fees, or 
as individual residents who 
paid for their individual COA 
Membership are welcome 
to bring their shredding to 
this event. If you have an 
individual COA Membership, 

Red, White, & Blue: American flag raising at the Charles 
Hassell Heritage Park on Tuesday, November 9th in honor 
of our country and dedicated to long-time COA member 
Millie Aumack who served on the COA for over 20 years. 

2nd Annual Outdoor Holiday Decoration Contest

Prize Awards:

• 1st Place: $100
• 2nd Place: $50
• 3rd Place:Honorable Mention

Judging will be held after dark on Friday, December 17th. 
Mark your calander and be ready for a fun competition for 

individual homes in Kings Point.
This is the second year for the COA Holiday Lighting 
Contest. It was quite popular last year. Send in your 
application to participate to the COA by December 
14. We will put your home on the route for the judges to 
travel through Kings Point as they pick the winners. (Note 
– rain day for judging will be Saturday, December 18)

OCT MEETING LOTTERY DRAWING WINNER ($25)
ELAINEPAWELKO OF HIGHGATE III - CONGRATULATIONS!

Wiggles, Wags, & Wine - Jan. 27th, 2022 6-9 PM 
Kings Point Waterside Room

This event is being hosted 
by:  The Dog Lovers Club 
at Kings Point. A 501-C-3 
nonprofit! A $20 per person 
donation that evening would 
be greatly appreciated.  
Proceeds will be used towards 
Park Maintenance and 

Enhancements, educational 
programs and more.  

Let’s have some fun learning 
about wine, with special guest 
and wine educator, Kerry Brash 
who will present a brief session 
on how to enjoy the richness 
and complexity of wine.
Wine samples will be provided 

along with paired appetizers. 
We also will have lots of GREAT 
GIFT BASKETS to bid on along with 
a live auction! Water, soft drinks, 
and ice will also be provided. 

Please RSVP by January 22nd, 
2022 to skiehm109@gmail.com 
or for questions please call 
Sandy Kiehm 860-391-3651



4 Page  The News of Kings Point July 20214 Page  The News of Kings Point November 2021

312 S. US Hwy 41 • Ruskin, FL 33570
Store Hours: 

Tuesday- Friday 9-4 pm 
Donation drop-off is 9-1 pm.

Sat. 9-1 pm Donations are 9-12.

October 20th @ 9:30am
RFEC Meeting - Room TBD 

 
October 27th @ 2:00pm

Master Round Table Discussions
KPNCH - Ripple Room

*Open to Presidents & Board Members only.

November 24th @ 9:30am 
Federation Board Meeting

KPNCH - Card Room

The Sun City Center West 
Master Association (SCCW) 
needed updating of the 
outdated irrigation system in 
2014.  Some portions of the 
irrigation system were 35 years 
old and well beyond its useful 
life span.  Part of the challenge 
was that the property had 
58+ irrigation controllers with 
30 different pumps, mainlines 
and thousands of valves.  The 
local water authority was also 
looking for better accountability 
and reporting on water usage 
to maintain compliance with 
water use permits.  It was time 
for updated technology using 
external weather or soil data 
and the ability to remotely 
manage and oversee. 

After looking at the different 
options in manufacturers 
systems SCCW selected the  
Baseline solution utilizing the 
3200 series controllers with soil 
moisture sensors and 900 MHz 
ethernet radios with a cellular 
link to the internet.  Part of the 
challenge was that some of 
the original sections of the 
property were being irrigated 
via 2 large mainlines to service 
many over a third of Kings Point.  
12 to 15 controllers shared 2 
pump stations that had to have 
some way to manage the flow 
requirements across the single 
mainline.  The Baseline system 
was able to meet that challenge 

by utilizing the FlowStation to 
manage these controllers along 
with moisture sensors at each 
controller to monitor the real-
time soil moisture content to 
affect the amount of irrigation 
being used.  The Baseline 3200 
controller uses soil moisture 
sensors similar to a thermostat in 
a home – adjusting the irrigation 
to make sure the proper amount 
of water is being applied. 

Over the next 2 years, SCCW 
converted the irrigation 
controllers a  section at a time 
to the new irrigation system, 
from 12 to 15 controllers in each 
group.  After the first 2 groups 
went in that shared mainlines, 
the last 3 Hubs each have a 
pump of their own.  They now 
have remote control through 
any internet-connected device 
on all irrigation controllers in 
the community.  The system 
generates notifications when 
devices have issues in the field 
via text or emails based on 
settings. 

With the updated Baseline 
irrigation system using soil 
moisture sensors the community 
remains in compliance with 
their water use permits and can 
provide reports as required by 
the agency.  They also can apply 
for water variances for extra 
water days during certain times 
of the year because they have a 
smart irrigation controller system 
that is remotely monitored that 
uses soil moisture sensors.

All About Baseline in Kings Point
By: Idrel Bowen, Baseline

Master Maintenance Updates
Irrigation Repairs (October)

234 Upkeep Work Orders 

13 Mainline Breaks 

3 Valve Replacements
 

3 Control Boards Replaced

1 Pump Replacement 

2 Control Board Replaced 

Micellaneous Repairs (Oct.)

30” Storm Pipe Replacement 
on Finsbury

 
2  Street Sign Repairs 

Continued 36th Street
fence repairs

2 Pot holes filled in

Closed Golf Course Cart Path 
Improvements in progress

 

UPCOMING MEETINGS

November 5th @ 9:30am 
Federation Board Meeting

KPNCH - Card Room

November 4th @ 2:00pm
COA Meeting

KPNCH - Banquet Room 
 

November 10th  @ 9:30am 
Master Association Annual 

Mtgl
KPNCH - Card Room

Please help keep your 
community safe.  Be 
vigilant and watch your 
speed, stop at stop signs 
and yeild to pedestrians.

Vendors who are observed 
speeding should be 
reported to master@
kpmaster.com.


