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Purdue football: history and fears

Purdue Boilermakers at Michigan Wolverines. Photo credit: Maize and Blue Nation
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Saturday’s Purdue-Notre Dame 
football game once upon a time was an 
annual affair built since 1946 by loyalty.

Back in the 1940s, schools didn’t like 
to play Frank Leahy’s Fighting Irish 
because odds were that not only would 
Notre Dame win, but do so convinc-
ingly. One school that didn’t avoid the 
Fighting Irish was Purdue.

“We like to play the best in the land,” 
Purdue president Frederick Hovde said 
in 1950.

But money trumps loyalty and a 
chance to fatten up a won-loss record 
with mostly ACC bottom feeders and 
weak service academies bumped Purdue, 
Michigan and Michigan State off the Notre 
Dame schedule on a regular basis. The 
Fighting Irish owned a seven-game win-
ning streak in the series with the Boiler-
makers when it was halted in 2014.

Ninth-ranked Notre Dame is favored by 
more than a touchdown in Saturday’s game 
at Notre Dame Stadium but history has 
shown that rankings, mystique and talent 
don’t always matter against Purdue.

Let’s take a look in chronological order 
at a handful of the 26 Boilermaker victories 
against the Fighting Irish.

1950: Purdue 28, No. 1 Notre Dame 14
The victory in Notre Dame Stadium 

ended the Fighting Irish’s 39-game unde-
feated streak, during which they won three 
national championships.

Sophomore Dale Samuels led the Boil-
ermakers to a 21-0 lead in the first half, 
throwing a touchdown pass to Neil Schmidt 
after a pair of touchdown runs by John 
Kerestes.

“Getting ready for the game, I knew 
the impact of playing at Notre Dame and I 
followed them through the ‘40s when they 
were winning,” said Samuels, who grew 
up in Chicago. “In the middle to late ‘40s 
if you were a betting person you didn’t bet 
against Notre Dame, Joe Louis or the New 
York Yankees. Playing in South Bend, we 
were decidedly the underdogs. The way the 
coaches told it to us, we’ve got everything 
to gain and nothing to lose. Let’s go get 
‘em.”

1954: Purdue 27, No. 1 Notre Dame 14
That 1950 victory reaped more than 

bragging rights for the Boilermakers.
A teen-age quarterback in Alliance, 

Ohio, saw highlights of the game at a local 
movie theater. Len Dawson was particu-
larly interested in the highlights because 
one of the game’s heroes was an Alliance 

native, Mike 
Maccioli.

“It was the 
first time I’d ever 
heard of Purdue,” 
Dawson said in 
1999.

Four years 
later as a sopho-
more making his 
second collegiate 
start, he threw 
four touchdown 
passes to help 
Purdue hand No-
tre Dame its only 

loss of the season.
“I remember afterwards there was a 

parade in West Lafayette,” Dawson said. 
“I didn’t realize what a big deal it was. 
People came and got me and said I had to 
go to the parade and pep rally? What for? 
We beat Notre Dame.”

1960: Purdue 51, Notre Dame 19
Believe it or not, the Fighting Irish have 

had worse coaches than Charlie Weis, Ty 
Willingham and Gerry Faust.

Joe Kuharich somehow not only got the 
Notre Dame job during an undistinguished 
coaching career in 1959, he had NFL head 
coaching jobs before and after his stint in 
South Bend. 

Imagine the shock around the country 
when this halftime score was read: Purdue 
45, Notre Dame 13. The Boilermakers set 
a Notre Dame opponent record with 31 
points in the second quarter. It also remains 
the only time the Irish have given up 50 
points in a home game.

Bernie Allen rushed for a touchdown, 
threw a TD pass and accounted for 15 
points in the rout.

1967: Purdue 28, No. 1 Notre Dame 21
The Boilermakers could have cared less 

that Ara Parseghian’s Fighting Irish were 
the reigning national champions.

Yet another sophomore quarterback, 
Mike Phipps, led the upset by throwing 
two touchdown passes. One of them was a 
game-winning 31-yard strike to Bob Balt-
zell. Fullback Perry Williams rushed for a 
pair of scores 

Four interceptions of Notre Dame quar-
terback Terry Hanratty helped, too.

1968: No. 1 (AP) Purdue 37, No. 1 
(UPI) Notre Dame 22

Billed by the national media as “The Poll 
Bowl,” this game was over in a three min-
ute, 32 second stretch of the second quarter 

that turned a 7-3 deficit into a 23-7 lead.
Leroy Keyes went 16 yards for the go-

ahead touchdown. Bob Yunaska intercepted 
Terry Hanratty on the ensuing drive, and 
Keyes converted the turnover into a half-
back touchdown pass to Bob Dillingham to 
make it 17-7. Notre Dame turned the ball 
over again, and it was Mike Phipps’ turn to 
throw a TD pass to Dillingham.

1969: Purdue 28, Notre Dame 14
The Boilermakers were nearing the end 

of one their greatest eras when this victory 
took place. 

Head coach Jack Mollenkopf would 
retire after the season with a 10-4 record 
against Notre Dame. Mike Phipps became 
the first quarterback to defeat Notre Dame 
three times.

Stan Brown rushed for two touchdowns 
while Phipps threw a TD pass to Randy 
Cooper and rushed for a score.

1974: Purdue 31, No. 2 Notre Dame 20
A 35-point underdog going into South 

Bend against the reigning national champs, 
the Boilermakers hit the Fighting Irish with 
24 points in the first quarter.

“Our players were embarrassed and mad 
that anyone could think they were 35-point 
underdogs – to anyone,” Purdue coach 
Alex Agase said afterward. “If you think 
you can, you’ve got a chance. If you think 
you can’t, don’t bother to show up.”

A Notre Dame fumble set up Mike Ter-
rizzi’s touchdown run. After a three-and-
out, Pete Gross sprinted 52 yards for the 
second Purdue touchdown. Bob Mannella 
returned an interception for a touchdown to 
make it 21-0 with 7:22 to play in the first 
quarter.

1984: Purdue 23, No. 7 Notre Dame 21
Jim Everett threw two touchdown passes 

in the Hoosier Dome dedication game.
Purdue forced five turnovers, including 

the game-clinching interception by Don 
Baldwin with 2:25 to go.

1997: Purdue 28, No. 12 Notre Dame 
17

Joe Tiller introduced his basketball on 
grass offense to a sellout crowd at Ross-
Ade Stadium and in the process snapped 
the Boilermakers’ 11-game losing streak to 
the Fighting Irish.

Billy Dicken befuddled the Notre Dame 
defense by completing 26 of 39 passes for 
352 yards. Edwin Watson rushed for two 
scores, and Kendall Matthews added a 
third rushing TD. But the key play came 
when Rosevelt Colvin stripped Notre Dame 
quarterback Ron Powlus of the ball. Safety 

Adrian Beasley scooped up the loose ball 
and went 43 yards for a touchdown in the 
fourth quarter.

2004: Purdue 41, Notre Dame 16
Jerome Brooks’ 100-yard kickoff return 

triggered an avalanche of points for the 
Boilermakers, who had not won at South 
Bend since 1974.

A 97-yard touchdown pass from Kyle 
Orton to Taylor Stubblefield to start the 
second half made it 27-3. Orton threw for 
385 yards and four touchdowns.

Go east young Boilers
Maybe Purdue football should sched-

ule more games in the eastern part of the 
United States.

Saturday’s 49-0 victory at Connecticut 
was the farthest east the Boilermakers had 
played a game since winning at Boston 
University 62-7 on Oct. 18, 1947.

The shutout was the first since a 59-0 
home victory against Southeast Missouri, 
a Football Championship Series school, on 
Sept. 17, 2011. Against FBS programs, 
it was Purdue’s first shutout since a 51-0 
victory in the 2004 opener at Ross-Ade 
Stadium.

Going back even further, the Boiler-
makers had not shut out an FBS program 
away from West Lafayette since defeating 
Northwestern 35-0 in 1981.

It wasn’t all good news, though, for Pur-
due. Starting running back Zander Horvath 
left early with what was later diagnosed as 
a broken fibula. Purdue coach Jeff Brohm 
said Monday that Horvath would be out 
four to eight weeks. 

Horvath’s injury gave former Carmel 
star Dylan Downing extended playing time, 
and the UNLV transfer took advantage. 
Downing rushed for 72 yards on 14 car-
ries, just behind King Doerue’s game-best 
74 yards on 12 carries.

“I think he wants to prove to people 
that he can play this level of football, and 
he’s put in a lot of hard work to get that 
done,” Brohm said of Downing. “Really, 
he’s played above the level that we thought 
from day one when he got here, even 
though we were hopeful and optimistic he 
could do a really good job. He’s exceeded 
our expectations, and I think he can . . . do 
a good job for us.”

Moving on up
Purdue junior wide receiver David Bell 

is closing in on John Standeford’s school 

Notre Dame-Purdue series history; Purdue fans fear the worst
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record of 14 100-yard receiving games. 
Bell’s six receptions for 121 yards and 
three touchdowns is the 12th 100-yard 
game of his career, matching Brian Alford.

Bell and Taylor Stubblefield are the only 
Boilermaker receivers to have a pair of 
three TD reception games.

Noteworthy
Indiana’s lopsided loss to Iowa maybe 

doesn’t look so bad now that the Hawkeyes 
moved up to fifth in the Associated Press 
poll following their 27-17 victory at then-
No. 9 Iowa State.

Only Alabama has a longer active win-
ning streak against ranked opponents than 
Iowa’s five, which dates to 2019.

During an eight-game winning streak 
spanning 2020 and 2021, Iowa has out-
scored its opponents 275-106. Don’t be 
surprised if the Hawkeyes end the Wiscon-
sin-Northwestern stranglehold on the West 
Division title. The Badgers and Wildcats 
have combined for six of the seven division 
championships since the Big Ten shifted 
to East-West divisions from Leaders and 
Legends . . .

Michigan coach Jim Harbaugh can’t beat 
Ohio State but put a non-conference foe op-
posite the Wolverines and he’s the second 
coming of Bo Schembechler. Michgian is 
15-0 in non-conference games under Har-
baugh, with 14 of those wins coming by at 
least 16 points . . .

Speaking of non-conference winning 
streaks, Minnesota’s close call (31-26) 
against Miami (Ohio) extended its non-con-
ference success to 20 consecutive victories.

* * *
Only at Purdue, it seems, are some fans 

worried about their football team being 
35-point favorites – on the road – Saturday 
against Connecticut.

No, they aren’t worried about the 
spread. They are worried about winning 
the game.

A good second half from Purdue in the 
31-20 victory against Oregon State this 
past Saturday night was encouraging, but 
if A.A. Milne was writing “Winnie The 
Pooh” today, he may have modeled Eeyore 
after Boilermaker fans.

Expect the worst, be surprised when the 
worst doesn’t happen.

Not surprisingly, Purdue coach Jeff 
Brohm reminded his team this week about 
a few overconfident football teams that 
were embarrassed.

“There were four scores read to our 
team,” Brohm said. “One was Montana 
13, Washington 6, and that was at Wash-

ington. Another one was I think East 
Tennessee State 23, Vanderbilt 3, and that 
was at Vanderbilt.”

Then he pulled out coaching cliché No. 
1.

“Anybody can beat anybody on a given 
day,” Brohm said. “I think our players 
understand that. We’re definitely not at a 
state to ever take anything for granted.”

Connecticut doubled down on Purdue 
fans’ fears, telling coach Randy Edsall on 
Monday he could begin his retirement im-
mediately and not after the season. A 38-28 
loss to Holy Cross, which doesn’t offer 
football scholarships, in the home opener 
triggered Edsall’s retirement announce-
ment.

Older Purdue fans will remember Mich-
igan State’s Duffy Daugherty announcing 
his retirement the day before a 1972 game 
against Purdue. The Spartans were 2-4-1 
but beat Purdue the next day 22-12 and 
fifth-ranked Ohio State 19-12 the following 
week.

That loss, by the way, ended up costing 
the Boilermakers a share of the Big Ten 
title with Ohio State and Michigan, each of 
whom only lost one conference game.

“They’ve got a Big Ten opponent 
coming into their stadium, and when that 
happens, teams get ready to play,” Brohm 
said. “We’ve had numerous opponents 
come into our stadium here that probably 
on paper should have won through the 
course of myself being here, and we’ve 
found a way to win because our players 
were hungry and they wanted to prove 
themselves. I guarantee you, UConn will 
be ready to prove themselves this week.”

Never forget
To some of Brohm’s players who 

weren’t alive on Sept. 11, 2001, that date 
is as meaningful to them as Dec. 7, 1941 
was to my generation.

History books describe the horror of 
both events, but it isn’t the same unless it 
was personally experienced.

On 9/11, by coincidence Brohm was on 
a plane that day, traveling to Birmingham, 
Ala., to see a doctor about his recovery 
from shoulder surgery. He was 30 years 
old and as it turned out the shoulder injury 
would end his playing career.

“Got off the plane and the airport was 
vacated,” Brohm said. “They were escort-
ing people out. I really didn’t know what 
was going on until I got to the rehab center 
where the doctor was and saw it on the 
news like everyone else.

“We’ll always remember those that lost 

their lives and people with families that lost 
people, so that was a tragic day for all of 
us.”

Around the Big Ten
Two key injuries took place this past 

weekend, one of which will likely impact 
the West Division race.

Minnesota’s Mohamed Ibrahim, the 
2020  Big Ten Running Back of the Year, 
will miss the rest of the season with a 
lower leg injury suffered in the loss to 
Ohio State. Before leaving late in the third 
quarter, Ibrahim had pounded the Buckeyes 
defense for 163 yards and two touchdowns 
on 30 carries.

That effort put Ibrahim past the 3,000 
career rushing yards mark (3,003), making 
him the eighth Gopher to do so. His three 
replacements combined for 23 yards on 
six carries the rest of the way against Ohio 
State.

Meanwhile, Michigan lost its top return-
ing wide receiver in the victory against 
Western Michigan. Ronnie Bell suffered 
a right knee injury that will end his senior 
season. He had one catch for a 76-yard 
touchdown before being injured on a punt 
return in the second quarter . . .

After laying an egg at now-No. 10 Iowa, 
Indiana fell out of the Associated Press Top 
25 Monday.

Ohio State leads the Big Ten at No. 3. 
Penn State is 11th and Wisconsin 18th . . . 

Iowa and No. 9 Iowa State are meeting 
as AP ranked opponents for the first time 
Saturday. The Hawkeyes have faced a 
ranked Iowa State team just one time, a 
31-0 loss at home in 1978 . . . 

Michigan State running back Kenneth 
Walker III became the first Big Ten run-
ning back with 250-plus rushing yards and 
four rushing touchdowns in a single game 
since Wisconsin’s Melvin Gordon in 2014.

The junior transfer from Wake Forest 
not only rushed for a career-high 264 
yards, it also was the most rushing yards 
by a Spartan in his debut.

Big Ten basketball schedule released
Perhaps reflecting its status as one of the 

favorites to win the league championship, 
Purdue will be one of four schools to open 
Big Ten Conference basketball action on 
Dec. 3 in Mackey Arena against rebuilding 
Iowa.

The other game on opening night is 
intriguing with Rutgers traveling to Illinois, 
which returns preseason All-American 
center Kofi Cockburn.

Indiana gets the following day to itself 
when it begins the Mike Woodson con-

ference era in Assembly Hall with what 
should be a laugher against Nebraska.

For the fourth consecutive season, each 
school will play a 20-game Big Ten sched-
ule. The 25th annual Big Ten Tournament 
will be played at Bankers Life Fieldhouse 
in Indianapolis from March 9-13, 2022.

Television network designations and start 
times will be announced at a later date.

Here’s a few key games of note for Pur-
due and Indiana:

Purdue travels to the other likely title 
contender, Michigan, on Jan. 11. A trip to 
Illinois takes place six days later. Indiana 
will seek to end its long losing streak to 
Purdue in Assembly Hall on Jan. 20. Three 
days later the Hoosiers welcome Michigan.

The Wolverines come to Mackey Arena 
on Feb. 5, the same day Indiana hosts 
Illinois. The Fighting Illini complete their 
state of Indiana road trip five days later in 
Mackey Arena.

Indiana travels to Michigan State on 
Feb. 12 for its only matchup with the 
Spartans. Michigan State and Purdue 
meet for the only time on Feb. 26 in East 
Lansing.

Purdue hosts Indiana in the regular sea-
son finale for both teams on March 5.

Noteworthy
Purdue sophomore guard Jaden Ivey 

and senior center Trevion Williams were 
chosen preseason All-Americans by Athlon 
Sports.

The Boilermakers, Gonzaga and UCLA 
as the only programs to have two players 
named to Athlon’s All-American teams, 
a total of 15 players on three teams. Ivey 
was a second-team pick, Williams to the 
third team.

Indiana’s Trayce Jackson-Davis and 
Illinois’ Kofi Cockburn are on the first 
team. Ohio State’s E.J. Liddell joined Ivey 
on the second team . . .

Monday was a memorable day for the 
Purdue volleyball team, which earned the 
highest ranking in program history.

A 4-0 start jumped the Boilermakers 
from eighth to sixth in the American 
Volleyball Coaches’ Association (AVCA) 
poll.

Unfortunately, that record ranking still 
places Purdue behind three other Big Ten 
teams: No. 2 Wisconsin, No. 3 Nebraska 
and No. 4 Ohio State.

Kenny Thompson is the former sports editor 
for the Lafayette Journal & Courier and an 
award-winning journalist. He has covered 
Purdue athletics for many years.
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