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If Rondale Moore is fortunate, he will 
enjoy a career similar to the last six Purdue 
football players to be selected in the second 
round of the NFL Draft.

Mike Alstott. Future Pro Football Hall of 
Famer Drew Brees. Multiple Super Bowl 
winner Matt Light. Bernard Pollard. Mike 
Neal. Kawaan Short.

Moore’s selection at No. 49 overall by 
the Arizona Cardinals has its good and bad 
points. The good news is that Cardinals 
head coach Kliff Kingsbury is a product of 
pass-happy Texas Tech and has the quarterback 
to make Moore look good in Kyler Murray.

The bad is that the Cardinals are in the same 
NFC West Division as traditional powers Los 
Angeles Rams, San Francisco 49ers and Seattle 
Seahawks. Arizona did improve by three games 
under Kingsbury to 8-8 a year ago but in the 
21st century, the Cardinals only have had five 
winning seasons.

The selection of Moore was praised by vari-
ous media outlets. ESPN’s Todd McShay listed 
Moore among the NFL Draft’s best value picks.

“Man, Kyler Murray is going to have fun get-
ting Moore the ball in space,” McShay wrote. 
“He is elusive with the ball in his hands and can 
really do damage after the catch. Arizona can 
use him out of the slot -- with DeAndre Hopkins 
and A.J. Green on the outside -- to cause issues 
for defenses. He will be yet another weapon for 
an offense that is going to be hard to stop.”

Doug Haller of The Athletic ranks Moore 
among the NFL rookies who will make the 
biggest impact in 2021.

“Coach Kliff Kingsbury likes to get creative 
as a play-caller — well, here you go,” Haller 
wrote. “The 5-foot-7 Moore can be used in sev-
eral ways. In the slot. On reverses. Fly sweeps. 
Out of the backfield. As a returner. People may 
be turned off by his size, but go back and watch 
Moore’s freshman film at Purdue. He made a 
lot of Big Ten future first-round draft picks look 
silly.

“With DeAndre Hopkins and A.J. Green, 
Moore should have plenty of room to operate. 
He’s strong for his size and dangerous in the 
open field. Kyler Murray and Moore in the same 
offense should be something to see. In simple 
terms: He makes the Cardinals better.”

Another writer from The Athletic, Dane 
Brugler, calls Moore an upgrade for the Cardi-
nals at slot receiver. 

“His athleticism is special. He is … a dynam-
ic presence after the catch,” Brugler wrote.

Moore helped give the Cardinals’ overall draft 
a B-minus grade from ESPN’s longtime NFL 
Draft analyst Mel Kiper Jr.

“Rondale Moore is a 5-foot-7 dynamo who 
will likely be Kyler Murray’s favorite slot target 

in 2021,” Kiper wrote. “The 
thing to note here is that Kliff 
Kingsbury puts four wide 
receivers on the field far 
more than any other team, so 
Moore will have a big role.”

Haller’s grade was slightly 
higher (B) and he calls Moore 
the Cardinals’ best pick.

“He’ll make a good 
offense better,” Haller wrote. 
“It will be interesting to see 

how creative coach Kliff Kingsbury can be with 
getting the ball in his hands.”

Linebacker Derrick Barnes hopes to be the 
third Purdue linebacker in the past four years 
(Ja’Whaun Bentley, Markus Bailey) to make an 
NFL roster, going in the fourth round to Detroit.

Not all the NFL Draft news was good for 
Purdue and Indiana players. 

Defensive tackle Lorenzo Neal, once thought 
as a potential first round pick before tearing his 
ACL against Indiana in 2018, went undrafted 
and has yet to sign an undrafted free agent 
deal unlike former Purdue teammates Grant 
Hermanns (New York Jets) and Tyler Coyle 
(Dallas). 

All three could have returned to play the 2021 
season with the Boilermakers under the NCAA’s 
COVID eligibility rule.

So too could have Whop Philyor, whose im-
pressive 2020 season for the Hoosiers apparently 
didn’t impress NFL scouts. He accepted an 
undrafted free agent deal with Minnesota.

Also accepting free agent contracts were run-
ning back Stevie Scott (New Orleans), offensive 
lineman Harry Crider (Philadelphia) and defen-
sive tackle Jerome Johnson (Miami).

Defensive back Jamar Johnson was the only 
Indiana player selected during the seven-round 
draft, going to Denver in the fifth round. 

Ranking Purdue Miss Basketball winners
From Sharon Versyp in 1984 to Jayla Smith 

this spring, Purdue women’s basketball has had 
10 winners of Indiana’s Miss Basketball award.

Two of them played key roles in the Boiler-
makers’ 1999 NCAA championship run. A third 
was a starter on Purdue’s first Final Four team 
in 1994. Let’s rank them all, except for Smith, 
who won’t play her first collegiate game until 
later in 2021.

9. Jodi Howell (2005): Foot and shoulder 
injuries hampered the Alexandria product but 
when healthy, Howell was one of the best 
3-point shooters in the Big Ten. 

During her junior season in 2008-09, Howell 
led the Big Ten in 3-point percentage (.472) and 
finished second at Purdue with a .413 3-point 
percentage (188 of 455). 

8. Karissa McLaughlin (2017): A four-year 

starter who starred at Homestead, McLaughlin’s 
Purdue career ended on a sour note when ankle 
surgery and her recovery time limited the guard 
to seven games in 2020-21. 

Before departing for Marquette as a graduate 
transfer, McLaughlin was Purdue’s go-to scorer. 
She leaves West Lafayette ranked 20th in career 
scoring with 1,308 points and first in career 
3-pointers with 244.

7. Sharon Versyp (1984): Fighting off the 
temptation to dock Versyp a spot because of her 
role in the collapse of Purdue women’s basket-
ball, she does have in her favor the role of being 
the first Indiana Miss Basketball to choose the 
Boilermakers.

Before Versyp’s arrival from Mishawaka, 
Purdue women’s games could have been played 
in a junior high school gymnasium with few fans 
in attendance. By the time she graduated with 
1,565 points, Purdue was becoming a contender 
in the Big Ten. 

Versyp was inducted into the Indiana Basket-
ball Hall of Fame in 2010.

6. Jennifer Jacoby (1991): Jacoby came to 
Purdue after scoring 2,344 career points at 
Rossville, a total that ranked second in the state 
at the time. 

A four-year starter, Jacoby helped Purdue 
win two Big Ten championships and reach the 
school’s first Final Four in 1994.

Jacoby was inducted into the Indiana Basket-
ball Hall of Fame in 2017.

5. Brittany Rayburn (2008): The Attica native 
ranks sixth in career scoring with 1,795 points. 

She led Purdue to a Big Ten Tournament 
championship in 2012, winning Most Outstand-
ing Player honors. 

4. Courtney Moses (2010): Coming to Purdue 
from Oak Hill, Moses earned first-team All-Big 
Ten honors as a senior.

Moses ranks ninth in Purdue history with 
1,674 points and her record of 240 career 
3-pointers stood for seven seasons until Mc-
Laughlin eclipsed the record. Moses set the 
standard for free throw shooting, making nearly 
91 percent of her attempts (290 of 320).

3. Kelly Komara (1998): The Lake Central 
graduate could do it all, including stepping into a 
key role as a freshman guard on Purdue’s 1999 
national championship team.

Komara graduated as one of seven Boilermak-
ers with at least 1,000 points (1,266), 400 assists 
(402) and 200 steals (297) in their career. A 
first-team All-Big Ten selection in 2002 as well 
as the league’s Defensive Player of the Year.

2. Katie Geralds (2003): Before winning 
NAIA national championships at Marian Univer-
sity and becoming the future Purdue women’s 
basketball head coach, Gearlds led Purdue to an 
Elite Eight appearance in 2007.

Ranking fourth in career scoring with 1,974 
points, the Beech Grove product helped Purdue 
win two Big Ten Tournament championships 
and reach three NCAA Sweet 16s. Gearlds is 
Purdue’s highest WNBA Draft pick, going sev-
enth to Seattle where she spent three seasons.

1. Stephanie White (1995): If there was a 
Mount Rushmore of Indiana women’s basket-
ball, White would be on it just for what she ac-
complished at Seeger: setting the IHSAA career 
record with 2,869 points and leading the state in 
scoring as a senior at 36.9 points per game.

But her Purdue career only enhanced the 
legend.

White won the Wade Trophy in 1999 as the 
nation’s top collegiate women’s basketball player 
and was named Big Ten Conference Player of 
the Year. Teaming up with former Kentucky 
Miss Basketball Ukari Figgs in the backcourt, 
White led Purdue to the 1999 national champi-
onship.

She averaged 20.2 points a game as a senior 
and never averaged less than 10 points a game as 
a Boilermaker. White finished with 2,182 career 
points and was inducted into the Leroy Keyes 
Purdue Athletics Hall of Fame in 2006.

Westfield set for Hall of Fame Classic
Westfield’s boys and girls basketball teams 

will be part of the 2021 Raymond James Hall 
of Fame Classic Dec. 29-30 at the New Castle 
Fieldhouse.

The Shamrocks girls take on Franklin in the 
11 a.m. opener on Dec. 29. Washington and 
South Bend Washington follow with the con-
solation game at 6 p.m. and the championship 
afterward.

Westfield is the reigning Hoosier Crossroads 
Conference champions, led by Indiana Junior 
All-Star Alyssa Crockett. Franklin also has a 
Junior All-Star in Kuryn Brunson.

Purdue recruits Braden Smith of Westfield 
and Fletcher Loyer of Homestead could face 
off in the Dec. 30 championship game. First, 
though, Connersville takes on the Shamrocks 
at 11 a.m., while Cathedral awaits Homestead. 
Consolation game is set for 6 p.m. with the title 
game to follow.

Smith and backcourt mate Nic Depasquale 
helped the Shamrocks win their first Hoo-
sier Crossroads Conference title in 2020-21. 
Connersville returns nine letterwinners from its 
undefeated Eastern Indiana Athletic Conference 
championship squad.

There’s a strong possibility fans will see the 
2022 Indiana Miss and Mr. Basketball winners. 
Eleven of the past 13 Miss Basketball winners 
played in the Classic and 13 of the last 17 Mr. 
Basketball winners.

Boilmermaker draft news, Miss Basketball winners and more sports news
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Tickets will be available through participating 
schools and the Indiana Basketball Hall of Fame. 
Broadcast and video streaming coverage will be 
announced later.

Moving on
Carmel boys basketball assistant Jacob Va-

nArsdel is returning to Tippecanoe County as the 
new coach at West Lafayette.

He replaces David Wood, who retired after 
27 seasons. VanArsdel played in high school for 
one of West Lafayette’s biggest rivals, Harrison, 
for his father, Jeff.

“West Lafayette basketball is what it is today 
because of coach Wood,” VanArsdel said. “His 
career provides an example of what a successful 
program should strive to emulate. I know first-
hand how hard it was to play against his teams. 
They were always hard-nosed and well prepared. 
Those are the qualities that I hope future West 
Lafayette teams will continue to possess.”

***
With Rondale Moore and Derrick Barnes 

becoming the 314th and 315th Purdue players 
chosen in the NFL Draft since 1936, it’s time to 
examine the best Boilermaker draft picks. 

Notably, Purdue has had two large draft class-
es in its history. The success of its 1972 draft 
class is one that the Boilermakers may likely 
never accomplish again.

Three first-round picks: Dave Butz, Otis 
Armstrong and Darryl Stingley. All three were 
standouts during their careers with Butz being 
regarded as one of the greatest defensive linemen 
in Washington history. Armstrong won an 
NFL rushing title in Denver, and Stingley was 
a standout receiver before the tragic end to his 
career with the Patriots.

Gregg Bingham was a steal for the Houston 
Oilers in the fourth round, starting on the defen-
sive line from 1973 to 1984. Second-round picks 
Gary Hrivnak (Chicago) and Steve Baumgartner 
(New Orleans, Houston) also made it in the 
NFL.

For quantity and quality, the 2003 Purdue 
draft class is the standard. The nine players 
taken, some of whom starred for the 2000 Big 
Ten championship team, all made it in the NFL 
despite no first- or second-round picks in the 
group. 

But who are the greatest picks in Purdue’s 
NFL history? Here’s my baker’s dozen:

13.  Dick Barwegen (1945, 6th round): Rated 
No. 51 on the Chicago Tribune’s 100 best 
Chicago Bears list, Barwegen was selected to the 
Pro Football Hall of Fame’s All Decade Team 
of the 1950s. The guard was selected either first-
team All-Pro or to the Pro Bowl in six of his 
eight NFL seasons.

12. Cecil Isbell (1938, 1st round): Had he 
played longer than five seasons in the NFL, Is-

bell likely would have been the first Boilermaker 
in the Pro Football Hall of Fame. Long before 
Aaron Rodgers, Brett Favre and Bart Starr, 
Isbell was the first quarterback legend for the 
Green Bay Packers.

Isbell led the Packers to the 1939 NFL title 
and teamed up with Hall of Fame receiver Don 
Hutson to set NFL passing records in 1941 and 
1942. 

At the peak of his pro career, coming off a 
record 24 touchdown passes and 2,021 yards, 
Isbell retired to return to Purdue as an assistant 
coach. He took over as head coach in 1944 and 
went 14-14-1 before accepting the head coaching 
position with the Baltimore Colts.

11. Erich Barnes (1958, 4th round): During a 
14-year NFL career, Barnes made the Pro Bowl 
six times with three teams: Chicago, the New 
York Giants and Cleveland. He still holds the 
Giants record for longest interception return for 
a touchdown (102 yards in 1961).

10. Jeff Zgonina (1993, 7th round): The 1992 
Big Ten Defensive Player of the Year exceeded 
expectations, enjoying a 17-year NFL career 
with seven different teams. Zgonina helped the 
St. Louis Rams win Super Bowl XXXIV in 
2000.

9. Lamar Lundy (1957, 4th round): In the 
days of athletes playing offense and defense, 
Lundy began his NFL career as a wide receiver 
for the Los Angeles Rams. An inviting target 
at 6-6, Lundy earned his fame, however, as a 
defensive end. He teamed up with Deacon Jones, 
Merlin Olsen and Roosevelt Grier to form “The 
Fearsome Foursome,” often considered one of 
the best defensive lines in NFL history. Lundy 
recorded 68.5 sacks and returned all three of his 
career interceptions for touchdowns.

8. Keena Turner (1980, 2nd round): Turner 
went from the anchor of the “Junk Defense” that 
helped Purdue compile a 19-4-1 record during 
his final two seasons to a reliable linebacker for 
the San Francisco 49ers for 11 seasons. During 
that time, Turner helped the 49ers win Super 
Bowls in 1981, 1984, 1988 and 1989.

7. Matt Light (2001, 2nd round): The first 
of several former Purdue players who would 
help New England win six Super Bowls, Light 
started 153 of a possible 155 games at tackle 
over the next 11 seasons. He earned three Super 
Bowl rings, three Pro Bowl appearances and was 
selected to the Patriots’ 50th anniversary team.

6. Rosevelt Colvin (1999, 4th round): One 
of several mistakes by the Chicago Bears in the 
post-Mike Ditka era, Colvin was allowed to 
become a free agent despite back-to-back seasons 
of double-digit sacks. Snapped up by the New 
England Patriots, Colvin would go on to win 
two Super Bowl rings during his 10-year NFL 
career.

5. Mike Alstott (1996, 2nd round): During 
his 12 seasons with Tampa Bay, the powerful 
fullback set the franchise record with 71 touch-
downs. He also became the first Purdue alumnus 
to score a Super Bowl touchdown while leading 
the Bucs to victory in Super Bowl XXXVII. 
Alstott was a six-time Pro Bowl selection and a 
three-time first-team All-Pro.

4. Len Dawson (1957, 1st round): The birth 
of the AFL and reuniting with former Purdue 
assistant Hank Stram turned Dawson from a 
struggling pro quarterback with Pittsburgh and 
Cleveland to a Pro Football Hall of Famer. 

Dawson led the Houston Texans/Kansas City 
Chiefs to three AFL championships and was vot-
ed most valuable player after leading the Chiefs 
to victory in Super Bowl IV. He held Kansas 
City’s single-season touchdown pass record (30 
in 14 games) until Patrick Mahomes surpassed 
Dawson in 2018. He still owns the Chiefs’ ca-
reer passing yards and touchdowns record.

3. Rod Woodson (1987, 1st round): A 
member of the NFL’s 75th Anniversary Team 
while still an active player as well as its 100th 
Anniversary Team, Woodson holds the record 
for fumble recoveries (32) and interceptions re-
turned for touchdown (12). The NFL Defensive 
Player of the Year in 1993, Woodson finally got 
his Super Bowl ring with the Baltimore Ravens 
in Super Bowl XXXV. He was inducted into the 
Pro Football Hall of Fame in 2009.

2. Bob Griese (1967, 1st round): Like Tom 
Brady and Bill Bellichick, Griese and Hall of 
Fame coach Don Shula formed the perfect part-
nership in the early days of the Miami Dolphins. 
Griese quarterbacked Miami to three consecutive 
Super Bowl appearances, winning Super Bowls 
VII and VIII. In his 14 NFL seasons, Griese 
threw for 25,092 yards and 192 touchdowns in 
an offense better known for its running game. 
He was inducted into the Pro Football Hall of 
Fame in 1990.

1. Drew Brees (2001, 2nd round): Thirty 
one teams passed on a future Pro Football Hall 
of Fame quarterback until San Diego took 
Brees at the start of the second round. Then 
the Chargers lost faith in Brees after a serious 
shoulder injury and let him sign a free agent 
deal with New Orleans. Brees earned the eter-
nal gratitude of the city after his efforts to help 
rebuild following Hurricane Katrina and for 
leading the formerly hapless Saints to victory 
in Super Bowl XLIV. In addition to being 
Super Bowl MVP, Brees was the first quarter-
back to pass for 80,000 yards and was selected 
to the Pro Bowl in 13 of his 20 seasons. He is 
considered a certain first-year selection to the 
Pro Football Hall of Fame in 2026.

Sectional assignments
Earlier this month, the IHSAA Executive 

Committee revealed the sectional assignments 
for 2021-22 in boys and girls basketball, foot-
ball, boys and girls soccer, and volleyball.

These assignments were made after the 
executive committee froze member school 
enrollment figures for one additional year. The 
frozen enrollment did not, however, preclude 
the movement up or down a class according to 
the Tournament Success Factor. 

Here are the assignments for our local 
schools:

Class 3A Sectional 25 will be the same 
for both girls and boys basketball with 
Crawfordsville and North Montgomery joined 
by Danville, Frankfort, Greencastle, Monrovia 
and Tri-West

Southmont, however, will be a part of 
Sectional 43 in boys and Sectional 44 in girls. 
Both tournaments will feature the same seven 
schools. The Mounties will be joined by Parke 
Heritage, Riverton Parke, Cloverdale, North 
Putnam, South Putnam and Cascade.

The Class 3A Sectional 28 football tourna-
ment just got tougher for Crawfordsville and 
North Montgomery with the addition of three-
time reigning Class 2A state champion Western 
Boone moving up because of the Success 
Factor. Also in the sectional are West Lafay-
ette, Brebeuf, Guerin Catholic and Hamilton 
Heights.

Eight-time state champion Central Catholic 
headlines the field in Class 2A, Sectional 37 
that includes Southmont. Also in the field are 
Cascade, Monrovia, North Putnam, Seeger, 
South Vermillion and Speedway.

Crawfordsville and North Montgomery’s 
volleyball teams will face three Hoosier Con-
ference schools in Class 3A, Sectional 20. Ben-
ton Central, Twin Lakes and West Lafayette 
also are joined by Frankfort in the sectional.

Southmont is assigned to Class 2A, Sectional 
44 with Cascade, Cloverdale, North Putnam, 
South Putnam, Parke Heritage and Riverton 
Parke.

All three Montgomery County high schools 
were paired in boys soccer. The Class 2A, Sec-
tional 25 field also includes Danville, Frank-
fort, Greencastle and Tri-West.

In girls soccer, Crawfordsville and North 
Montgomery are assigned to Class 2A, Sec-
tional 25 with Danville, Frankfort, Greencas-
tle, Central Catholic and Tri-West. Southmont 
is in Class A, Sectional 41 with Cascade, 
Covington, Monrovia, North Putnam and 
South Vermillion.

Kenny Thompson is the former sports editor 
for the Lafayette Journal & Courier and an 
award-winning journalist. He has covered 
Purdue athletics for many years.
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