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Ross Ade and Purdue Expectations

Purdue Boilermakers at Michigan Wolverines. Photo credit: Maize & Blue Nation
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When Purdue football kicks off Sept. 
4 against Oregon State, it will begin the 
500th game in Ross-Ade Stadium history.

During the soon-to-be 98 years of Ross-
Ade Stadium, generations have seen many 
changes. The seating capacity was 13,500 
when Purdue defeated Indiana 26-7 in the 
first game on Nov. 22, 1924.

At its peak, Ross-Ade held 69,200 – 
give or take a couple of thousand in the 
late 1970s for games with Notre Dame and 
Indiana. COVID has at least temporarily 
shelved plans to redesign the now-57,282 
seat facility. 

If homefield advantage means anything in 
2021, the Boilermakers could move with-
in range of the 300th victory in Ross-Ade 
history in 2022. Purdue’s record in Ross-Ade 
is 289-198-13.

While choosing the greatest games out 
of those 289 victories is a judgment call, 
here’s 10 of the most memorable presented in 
chronological order.

Oct. 24, 1953: Purdue 6, No. 1 Michigan 
State 0

Turned away by the Spartans, running 
back Dan Pobojewski scored the game’s only 
touchdown that ended Michigan State’s 28-
game winning streak.

Scoreless for three quarters, Purdue had 
the ball at the MSU 5 to start the fourth 
quarter. Bino Neves rushed to the 1 to set up 
third-and-goal. It took two tries for Pobojew-
ski to score.

Purdue’s defense held from there, allowing 
just one first down in the fourth quarter. The 
celebration was one seldom seen at Ross-Ade 
Stadium as hundreds of fans pushed down the 
fence surrounding the playing field and took 
down the goal posts.

“I went to school there for two years and 
wasn’t good enough to make their club,” a 
tearful Pobojewski told Bruce Ramey of the 
Lafayette Journal and Courier. “When I final-
ly scored and rolled into the end zone I just 
wanted to lie there and cry.”

Sept. 25, 1965: No. 6 Purdue 25, No. 1 
Notre Dame 21

A then-state record 61,921 fans witnessed 
future College and Pro Football Hall of Fame 
quarterback Bob Griese engineer a comeback 
in the final 5:20.

Griese, who set three school records in this 
game, needed just four plays to march Purdue 
67 yards for the winning touchdown. A 32-
yard pass to Jim Finley put the Boilermakers 
in Notre Dame territory. Griese followed 
with passes covering 13 and 19 yards to Jim 
Beirne that made it first-and-goal at the Irish 
3. Gordon Teter ran the ball into the end 
zone, and Griese added the extra-point kick.

Notre Dame’s 
defense had no answer 
for Griese, who 
completed 19 of his 
22 passes. The .864 
completion percent-
age, 283 passing yards 
and 322 yards of total 
offense set Boilermak-
er records.

Notre Dame coach 
Ara Parseghian called 
Griese’s passing per-
formance “the finest 

passing performance I’ve ever seen.”
The victory put Purdue atop the United 

Press International rankings.
Sept. 30, 1967: No. 10 Purdue 28, No. 1 

Notre Dame 21
This game was so big that quarterback 

Mike Phipps made the cover of Sports 
Illustrated in his second collegiate football 
appearance.

The victory marked the first of three for 
Phipps against the Fighting Irish, the first 
time a quarterback had earned three wins 
against Notre Dame during his career.

Phipps threw the go-ahead 31-yard touch-
down pass to Bob Baltzell with 10 minutes 
to go. Leroy Keyes clinches the victory by 
intercepting Terry Hanratty’s pass with 1:39 
remaining.

Nov. 23, 1968: No. 12 Purdue 38, Indi-
ana 35

Keyes and Phipps led the Boilermakers 
back from an 18-point fourth quarter deficit.

In his final game, Keyes scored all three 
Purdue touchdowns in the final 15 minutes: a 
1-yard run, a 56-yard pass from Phipps and 
again from the 1 with 95 seconds remaining.

Keyes also had a 42-yard touchdown run 
and finished with 289 yards (148 rushing, 
141 receiving) of total offense. Keyes and 
Perry Williams received standing ovations 
from the crowd of 63,285 when they left the 
field for the final time.

“What a way to finish,” Keyes told the 
Journal and Courier after the game.

Oct. 4, 1969: Purdue 36, Stanford 35
The game spotlighted a quarterback duel 

seldom seen in college football: Purdue 
Heisman Trophy hopeful Mike Phipps vs. 
1970 Heisman winner Jim Plunkett.

Nearly 30 years later,  Phipps called it 
“probably one of the most exciting games I 
ever played in.”

The week before, Phipps had led Purdue 
past Notre Dame for the third consecutive 
season. Plunkett threw for 421 yards and four 
touchdowns in victories over San Jose State 
and Oregon.

It took a record-breaking performance by 
Phipps (28 of 39 passing for 429 yards and 
five touchdowns) to rally the Boilermakers. 
Plunkett was 23 of 46 passing for 355 yards 
and four touchdowns.

Phipps brought Purdue within a point in the 
fourth quarter on a 14-yard touchdown pass 
to Stan Brown. There was no doubt in coach 
Jack Mollenkopf’s mind that the Boilermak-
ers would go for the two-point conversion 
and the win. With no room to run, Phipps 
spotted Greg Fenner in the back of the end 
zone for the go-ahead score.

“In a game of this kind, you always play to 
win,” Mollenkopf said.

Nov. 6, 1976: Purdue 16, No. 1 Michi-
gan 14

A local minister told Purdue coach Alex 
Agase to pray for a miracle just days before 
his struggling Boilermakers were to host the 
top-ranked Wolverines.

The miracle came in the right foot of Rock 
Supan, who was better known as a safety 
than a placekicker. Supan booted a 23-yard 
field goal with 4:31 remaining to give Purdue 
the lead for good.

In addition to the defense, which made a 
final stand after Supan’s kick, running back 
Scott Dierking was the star. On 38 carries, 
Dierking rushed for 162 yards and both 
touchdowns. The 38 carries were a school 
and Ross-Ade Stadium record.

“It’s the happiest day of my life,” said 
Agase, who would lose his job a few weeks 
later after a season-ending loss to Indiana left 
Purdue with a 5-6 record. “We were 30-point 
underdogs and everybody had said all week 
how bad we would get beat.”

Nov. 22, 1986: Purdue 17, Indiana 15
Rod Woodson’s final game as a Boilermak-

er ranks up there with performances from 
Leroy Keyes and Otis Armstrong in their 
finales.

The cornerback got his wish to play on 
offense that day and what a show the future 
College and Pro Football Hall of Famer put 
on.

Ten tackles, including seven unassisted. 
One pass breakup. One forced fumble.

At tailback, Woodson rushed for 93 yards 
on 15 carries. As a receiver, three catches for 
67 yards. Kickoff returns? Two for 46 yards. 
Punt returns? Three for 30 yards.

There’s no record of how much popcorn he 
sold at halftime.

 “I’ve been in this sport a long time and 
that’s the greatest game I ever saw one 
individual play,” former Purdue coach Leon 
Burtnett said.

The Boilermakers sealed the victory when 
freshman Scott Schult blocked the potential 

game-winning 34-yard field goal attempt by 
Pete Stoyanovich with 1:07 to play. 

It was Burtnett’s last game as head coach, 
having been forced to resign three weeks 
earlier. Woodson on offense wasn’t the only 
surprise up the coach’s sleeve.

After warming up in their black jerseys, 
the Boilermakers returned to the locker room 
and found gold jerseys.

“We had no idea. That got us going,” said 
future Philadelphia Eagles wide receiver Cal-
vin Williams, who scored on a 4-yard reverse 
to give Purdue a 17-7 lead early in the fourth 
quarter.

Sept. 13, 1997: Purdue 28, No. 12 Notre 
Dame 17

Snapping an 11-game losing streak to the 
Fighting Irish set the tone for the Joe Tiller 
era. 

Notre Dame’s defense had no answer 
for the basketball on grass offense so well 
executed by All-Big Ten quarterback Billy 
Dicken and a host of speedy receivers led 
by senior Brian Alford and freshman Vinny 
Sutherland.

Dicken completed 26 of 39 passes for 352 
yards, with Sutherland hauling in eight recep-
tions for 100 yards. Purdue also ran the ball 
effectively, with Edwin Watson scoring two 
touchdowns and Kendall Matthews adding a 
third score.

Future NFL star Rosevelt Colvin, whose 
son just committed to play basketball at 
Purdue, made the game’s key play. With the 
Boilermakers leading 14-10, Colvin stripped 
Notre Dame quarterback Ron Powlus of the 
football midway through the fourth quarter. 
Safety Adrian Beasley scooped up the ball 
and went 43 yards for a touchdown.

Notre Dame closed within 21-17 with 1:47 
to play but instead of trying to protect the 
lead, Tiller went for the clinching touchdown 
and got it from Matthews 45 seconds later.

“This is a great win,” Tiller said. “But not 
just for me. It’s great for the team and the 
seniors. And more importantly, it’s great for 
the whole Purdue family. Maybe this will 
allow them to strut their stuff.”

Oct. 28, 2000: No. 16 Purdue 31, No. 12 
Ohio State 27

Former Journal & Courier sports writer 
Tom Kubat called it “the most important 
Purdue football game in two decades.”

It came to down three words: Brees to 
Morales.

Minutes after throwing a crippling inter-
ception that led to the Buckeyes taking the 
lead in the fourth quarter, future Pro Football 

Purdue expectations and top 10 Ross-Ade games
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Hall of Fame quarterback Drew Brees threw 
a 64-yard touchdown pass to a wide-open 
Seth Morales with 1:55 to play. 

The victory paved the way for a share of 
the Big Ten Conference championship and 
a trip to Purdue’s second, and most recent, 
Rose Bowl.

Oct. 20, 2018: Purdue 49, No. 2 Ohio 
State 20

Notre Dame has the legend of winning one 
for the Gipper. This Saturday night shocker 
on national television was the Boilermakers’ 
version, winning one for Tyler Trent.

The terminally ill 20-year-old Purdue 
student had his story told earlier that morning 
on ESPN’s GameDay, an emotional tale that 
inspired Purdue to its highest of heights in the 
Jeff Brohm era.

D.J. Knox rushed for three touchdowns, 
including back-breaking dashes of 42 and 34 
yards. All-American Rondale Moore bounced 
off several defenders during a 43-yard touch-
down reception, one of his two against Ohio 
State. David Blough threw three touchdown 
passes, and Columbus native Markus Bailey 
capped the victory with a 41-yard interception 
return for a touchdown.

Thousands rushed to the Ross-Ade Stadium 
turf when this was over.

Boilermaker medalists
If optimism wasn’t high about the upcom-

ing Purdue basketball season, the enthusi-
asm level went up several degrees with the 
performances of Jaden Ivey and 7-4 center 
Zach Edey at the FIBA U19 World Cup held 
in Latvia.

Ivey scored a team-high 16 points to 
lead Team USA to an 83-81 victory against 
France in Sunday’s championship game. 

Meanwhile, Edey recorded his sixth 
double-double in seven World Cup games as 
he helped Canada take the bronze medal over 
Serbia 101-92. The sophomore put up 12 
points, 12 rebounds and five blocked shots in 
28 minutes.

Ivey and Edey were selected to the World 
Cup All-Star 5 Team. Ivey averaged 12.3 
points in 16.5 minutes per game as Team 
USA’s second-leading scorer. Edey averaged 
15.1 points, 14.1 rebounds and 2.3 blocks 
per game. He outpaced all World Cup partic-
ipants by 25 rebounds.

Indiana Mr. Basketball Caleb Furst av-
eraged 7.1 points and 4.1 rebounds in 12.1 
minutes a game for Team USA. He finished 
with four points and four rebounds in 10 
minutes against France.

***
Many Purdue fans will cringe when they 

read the following: A national college bas-
ketball writer and his site’s gambling partner 
rates the Boilermakers among three favorites 
to win the 2022 national championship.

Memories of Glenn Robinson’s back injury 
in 1994, Robbie Hummel’s torn ACLs in 
2008 and 2009, and Isaac Haas’ broken el-
bow in 2018 have superstitious fans covering 
their ears and humming loudly when media 
have high expectations for the Boilermakers.

Under the headline “Placing early bets 
on Texas, Purdue and UCLA to win March 
Madness in 2022,” Sam Vecenie of The Ath-
letic and BetMGM see Purdue as a “terrific 
value” at 20 to 1.

“Jaden Ivey is the key reason why. I think 
he’s going to be the best point guard in all 
of college basketball next season,” Vecenie 
writes.” . . . But there is more to it than just 
Ivey. Above all, this Purdue team just seems 
tailor-made for the exact scheme that Matt 
Painter wants to run — arguably more so than 
any other team Painter has had at Purdue.”

Two key pieces are Indiana Mr. Basket-
ball Caleb Furst, who Vecenie predicts will 
average more than 10 points and 10 rebounds 
a game before his college career is over, and 
Trey Kauman-Renn, “who looks like a terrif-
ic inside-out threat for multiple years.”

Vecenie also believes no team has a better 
interior scoring combination in 2022 than 
Trevion Williams and Zach Edey. Williams 
returns for his senior season after earning 
first-team All-Big Ten honors and according 
to Vecenie “there’s a case he might not be the 
best true big (man) on the roster.”

Vecenie also gives Purdue a slight edge 
over Michigan to win the Big Ten Confer-
ence championship.

“There are legitimate college stars in Ivey 
and Williams,” he wrote. “They return just 
about everyone from a team that went 13-6 
in the Big Ten last year. There is experience 
and veteran leadership. There are multiple 
players to expect leaps from internally, as 
well as two freshmen who can step up if they 
need them. There is strong role allocation 
within the program. But more than that, they 
fit exactly what the coaching staff wants to 
do. I’m in on Purdue this year.” 

Off to Tokyo Olympics
Former Purdue All-American swimmer 

Jing En Phee earned her second Olympic trip 
last week.

Phee will represent Malaysia in the breast-
stroke events. She is the ninth Boilermaker 
to qualify for the Tokyo Olympics, one more 
than the Purdue record total set five years in 
Rio de Janeiro.

Phee and Kara Patterson Winger are the 
only repeat Boilermaker Olympians. Winger 
is making her fourth appearance in the javelin 
while representing the United States.

Also representing Purdue are divers Tyler 
Downs (3-meter) and Brandon Loschiavo 
(10-meter), Nikola Acin (Serbia’s 400 free 

relay team), Devynne Chalrton (Bahamas, 
100-meter hurdles), Samson Colebrooke 
(Bahamas, 100 meters), Chukwuebuka Ene-
kwechi (Nigeria, shot put) and Annie Drews 
(U.S. volleyball).

Indiana University has 15 representatives 
headed to Tokyo, led by gold medal-winning 
swimmers Lilly King and Blake Pieroni. The 
Hoosiers also have swimmers Zach Apple 
and Michael Brinegar, plus diver Jessica 
Parratto and the 3-meter springboard syn-
chronized diving team of Michael Hixon and 
Andrew Capobianco.

Eight international Hoosiers also will 
compete: swimmers Bailey Andison (Can-
ada), Marwan Elkamash and Ali Khalafalla 
(Egypt), Tomer Frankel (Israel) and Vini 
Lanza (Brazil); Shea LaRoche and Jessica 
Gaudreault (Canada, water polo) and Gabi 
Rennie (New Zealand, women’s soccer).

Little known tradition
Purdue is famous for not only having the 

Cradle of Quarterbacks but the Cradle of 
Astronauts as well.

But Purdue alumni are notable in another 
field: broadcasting.

Future Pro Football Hall of Fame quar-
terback Drew Brees will make his television 
analyst debut Sept. 11 as part of NBC’s No-
tre Dame football broadcasts. The following 
week, the Purdue legend will join play-by-
play man Mike Tirico in calling the Fighting 
Irish’s game against the Boilermakers in 
South Bend.

Despite denials, NBC announcers have 
been well known for being homers during 
the Notre Dame broadcasts. Brees told 
WNDU in South Bend that he will be impar-
tial except for one game: Purdue.

Brees joins another member of the Cradle 
of Quarterbacks in college football broad-
casting this season. Gary Danielson began 
his sportscasting career while still playing for 
the Detroit Lions.

Danielson was one of the early pioneers 
of players retiring from the NFL to join 
ESPN. He was with the so-called World 
Wide Leader in Sports for nearly 20 years 
before leaving in 2006 to join CBS Sports. 
Partnered with Verne Lundquist and then 
Brad Nessler for coverage of the Southeast-
ern Conference, Danielson quickly became 
a lightning rod for fans who thought he was 
against their favorite team.

Sports fans my age remember former 
Purdue quarterback Len Dawson’s days as 
one of the hosts of HBO’s “Inside the NFL.” 
Dawson and fellow Pro Football Hall of 
Fame member Nick Buoniconti were must-
see TV back in the days before the NFL 
Network with their weekly highlights and 
analysis.

“Dawson from Kansas City,” as he said 
on a voice message to me years ago, was as 
natural in broadcasting as he was on the foot-
ball field. Dawson became the first sports 
anchor in KMBC Channel 9 News history 
while still an active player. 

“Practice would end at like 4:30 and he 
would pop off his shoulder pads, grab a 
mic and interview a player right then and 
there before he showered or anything,” Dan 
Israel, executive director of the Chiefs radio 
network, told chiefs.com. “Then they would 
rush the film downtown for processing, 
Lenny would shower, get dressed and go to 
Channel 9 and then like 15 minutes before 
they went on air, the film would arrive.

“That’s the kind of chaos he was dealing 
with on a daily basis while he was playing.”

Dawson was co-host of Inside the NFL for 
24 years until 2001. In 2012, he became only 
the third person to be inducted into the Pro 
Football Hall of Fame as both a player and a 
broadcaster, joining Dan Dierdorf and Frank 
Gifford.

“I was really blessed to have been trained 
by him because it was really the first job that 
I had, and to work with somebody with his 
patience, his knowledge and willingness to 
teach the broadcast business to somebody 
starting out was maybe one of the luckiest 
things that ever happened to me in my life,” 
NBC’s Cris Collinsworth said.

Old-time Purdue fans will point out that 
Brees, Danielson and Dawson aren’t even 
the most famous alumni to appear on net-
work television. 

Chris Schenkel came to Purdue from 
Bippus,, Indiana, and fell in love with radio 
while working at WBAA. Soon, his plans for 
becoming a doctor were forgotten. Schen-
kel’s big break came in 1952 when he was 
hired to broadcast New York Giants football 
games and boxing matches by DuMont Tele-
vision Network.

Schenkel moved to CBS Sports in 1956 
and added Triple Crown horse racing and 
The Masters golf tournament to his duties 
with the Giants. 

I remember Schenkel at ABC, which he 
joined in 1965 to cover college football, 
NBA and the Olympics. He may be best 
known to viewers as the host of ABC’s Sat-
urday afternoon Professional Bowlers Tour 
events, a job he held from the 1960s to 1997.

Schenkel was inducted into the National 
Sportscasters and Sportswriters Association 
Hall of Fame in 1981. He died in 2005 at 
age 82.

Kenny Thompson is the former sports editor 
for the Lafayette Journal & Courier and an 
award-winning journalist. He has covered Purdue 
athletics for many years.
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