
 

 

 
Responses to Questions Raised About the Scott Ranch Project 

 

Wildfire and Evacuation 

How would the Scott Ranch Project affect wildfire risk for existing residents in the 
neighborhoods around the property? 
 

Scott Ranch is not within the state’s high fire hazard severity zone but is within the City’s 
Wildland Urban Interface area (WUI) – areas with dense housing adjacent to vegetation that 
can burn in a wildfire. That’s why the Scott Ranch Project includes a Fuel Management Program 
that analyzes fire behavior and identifies measures to reduce the risk of wildfire. Those 
measures are all now part of the project. 
 
The statewide map published by the California PUC was created to “designate areas where 
there is an elevated hazard for power-line fires to occur and spread rapidly.” This part of 
Petaluma is designated as “elevated” but not “extreme.” The designation provides no more 
information about the area’s fire risk than is already disclosed and analyzed in the RDEIR. 
 
The analysis in the RDEIR concludes that the combination of wildfire-wise management 
practices planned for the park portion of the property and the vegetation management, 
defensible space, and fire-safe building materials planned for the Davidon homes will reduce 
the risk of wildfire for existing homes in the area. These excerpts from the RDEIR explain how 
the project reduces the level of risk currently facing neighborhood residents: 
 

“The proposed project would offset the increased ignition risk by replacing 
approximately 15 acres of fuel (current vegetation) with fire-resistant residences and 
landscaping. In addition, the residential component would include improved access, 
water supply, water delivery systems, and restriction on dangerous fire-related 
behavior. 

 
“The proposed project would include several improved fuel characteristics that would 
make the site less prone to ignition and less likely to spread rapidly or burn with 
intensity. The following characteristics would result from the proposed project: 

 

• Areas of low fuel in the residential portion of the site. 

• Firebreaks in the form of parking lots, and development of trails. 

• Removal of flammable abandoned buildings. 

• Minimization of grass volume through grazing, and as needed flash grazing. 

https://docs.cpuc.ca.gov/PublishedDocs/Published/G000/M172/K762/172762082.PDF
https://cityofpetaluma.org/documents/rdeir-4-15-wildfire/
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• Increased moisture of portions of the grassland through habitat restoration projects 
that alter the species to more moisture-loving types of herbaceous plants. 

• Two infiltration basins that would support plants with higher levels of moisture than 
currently existing vegetation.” 

 
How would the Scott Ranch Project affect the ability of the neighborhood to evacuate safely 
in the case of a wildfire? 
 

To ensure the Scott Ranch Project would not clog traffic during a wildfire evacuation, the RDEIR 
analyzed the capacity of local roadways and how 28 homes would impact the ability to safely 
evacuate. The RDEIR concluded that, “the proposed project would not exacerbate nearby 
roadway network capacity during worst-case traffic conditions.” 
 
To reach this conclusion, the City’s traffic consultant, Fehr & Peers, considered whether there 
would be sufficient capacity on the most congested streets during a wildfire evacuation, 
assuming all vehicles would use the same streets to evacuate (D Street and Western Drive, 
depending on the location of the fire). Even under this worst-case scenario, streets would flow 
even while maintaining one lane for emergency access. Again, this was a worst-case analysis. 
So, if residents drove on other streets and further dispersed traffic, the impact of the 28 homes 
would be even less.  
 
The usual recommendation for emergency evacuations is to get out as quickly as possible and 
for families to stay together. Even so, the evacuation analysis recognized that some would leave 
in more than one car. Based on a survey conducted after the Tubbs fire and other studies, the 
evacuation study assumed that on average, 1.75 cars would evacuate from each of the Scott 
Ranch homes. It’s good to know that if there is a wildfire, neighborhood streets won’t become 
clogged and hinder safe evacuations.  
 


