
 

 

 
Responses to Questions Raised About the Scott Ranch Project 

 

Neighborhood Parking 

Will the new parking lots proposed as part of the Scott Ranch plan address the parking and 
traffic challenges currently faced by residents of the Victoria and West Haven developments? 
 

About a dozen existing residents near Scott Ranch have shared their concern about park users 
parking on Windsor Drive to access the park instead of using the fee-based parking lot managed 
by Sonoma County Regional Parks on Chileno Valley Road. For context, a Regional Parks annual 
parking pass ranges in cost from $5-$69, depending on the driver’s status (senior, low-income, 
etc.). Alternatively, park users can pay $7/day to park in a Regional Parks lot. 
 
Some residents have expressed their fear that planned parking lots, which will adhere to 
Sonoma County Regional Parks’ paid parking policy, will not alleviate neighborhood parking and 
traffic impacts.  
 
Based on our observations, it is not true that most people avoid parking in paid Regional Parks 
lots.  Increasingly, the Chileno lot is full, even though it has spaces for 50+ vehicles. We have 
observed more park visitors pay to park at Chileno than park for free on Windsor. For instance, 
on Saturday, February 27, at noon there were 42 cars on Windsor near Oxford and 48 at 
Chileno. On Sunday, February 28, at noon there were 34 cars on Windsor and 53 at Chileno; the 
lot was full and visitors had to wait for a spot or turn away.  
 
If our proposal to expand Putnam Park down to D Street by the red barns is approved along 
with the Davidon 28-home plan, two new parking lots with a total of 37 spaces will be available 
to visitors. Those lots will offer visitors more attractive entrances with amenities like restrooms 
and a playground. 
 
Also, Regional Parks plans to install a 31-space parking lot on Windsor near the West Haven 
roundabout this year, with a restroom and trail connection to Victoria. The annual county pass 
or daily fee will be required, but if Chileno is any indication, it will be well-utilized. 
 
At this point, speculation about the degree to which park users will continue to park on 
neighborhood streets after the three new planned and proposed parking lots are added is 
premature. We have every reason to believe that the new lots will be well used and therefore 
relieve traffic and congestion on surrounding streets. However, if that proves not to be the 
case, it will ultimately be up to the City of Petaluma to consider options like a parking permit 
system or time-limited parking on the streets near the park. (For instance, the City has placed a 
sign at the foot of Oxford Court closing it to thru traffic, to the great relief of its residents.) 
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These and other policy tools for managing traffic and parking challenges are available to the 
City and could be implemented if needed after the new lots are in place. 


