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  STRAITLINES NEWSETTER 

DECEMBER 2021 

Bellevue—Bellingham—Bremerton—Deception Pass—Everett—Friday Harbour—North Olympic  

North Star — Olympia — Point Wilson — Poverty Bay — Seattle – Skagit Bay — Spokane — Tacoma 

    It is definitely getting to be winter.  Our wood consumption is going 
up, it’s dark at almost 4PM, (ugh!)  and these atmospheric rivers keep on 
coming.  After the last one, Paula and I drove to someplace neither one 
of us had ever been, Snoqualmie Falls.  It was absolutely spectacular. 
The volume of water cascading over the falls was unbelievable.  Decided 
the Salish Lodge was a little out of our price range for a simple trip so 
ended up in North Bend, also known as Twin Peaks.  Had lunch at 
Tweeds Café and got the whole history of the making of the show Twin 
Peaks.  People from all over the world visit North Bend simply to see the 
location of the series. 
   On Friday, Nov 19th we had our annual Marina Cleanup Day from 9am 
to 11:30. Turnout was a little light due to weather and the pandemic, but 
we got it done.  

 Missing from the picture is  
Ken Williams who had to leave 
early and Jim Lewis who was 
behind the camera. Thanks to 
all that participated. 
 
   We had our second in-person 

Bridge meeting early this month and it went well.  Everyone should have 
received the minutes. I want to thank Ray Mahalick for stepping in to 
take the notes.  Our secretary (my wife Paula) was called out of town to 
address some issues with her mother in Eugene.  The next Bridge 
meeting will be Dec 6th in the Yacht Club meeting room. It’s open to any 
Squadron Member.  One point of  discussion is going to be the  estab-
lishment of a SERAT program in the Squadron. 

Ken Barnaby 

Commander 

Cdr.nosps.kenbarnaby@gmail.com 
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 USPS/D16 

 

Alayne Fellows, P 

Straitlines Editor 

Email: alaynef@gmail.com 

We wish you a 
Merry Christmas 
Happy Hanukkah 
Joyous Kwanzaa 
Happy Holidays 
And a Safe, Well, Happy &   
Prosperous New Year 
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USPS PLEDGE 

      I do solemnly pledge to: Abide by the bylaws of the United States Power Squadrons®;   

 Promote high standards of navigation and  seamanship;  

Maintain my boat and operate it legally;  

 Render assistance whenever possible; and  

conduct myself in a manner that will add  prestige, honor and   

respect to the  United States Power Squadrons.® 

Torben Blichfeld 

Born on March 27, 1941 in Odense, Denmark 

Passed away on October 31, 2021 in Sequim, Washington, USA 

    We had our first in-person General Meeting on November 8th at the Big Elk restaurant. We had about 15 
members show up and it was deemed a success. We ordered off the menu and had individual servers. Each 
member paid for their own meal, and it went very smoothly. The speaker was Steve Deutermann who was 
instrumental in developing and building the Port Angeles Boys and Girls club. Our next General Meeting will 
be held on December 13th. Unless we can get the minimum of 30 attendees, which is the minimum for Sty-
mies, we’ll likely be back at the Big Elk. More to come. 
    I want to wish everyone a Happy Holliday Season and thank you all your participation. 
Take care all and stay safe. 

      

  IN LOVING MEMORY 

      

     Your Great Sea Stories, Wonderful Hugs,  

       KIND HEART and 

             

      Great Smiles will be dearly missed by all of us ! 

               Enjoy your endless Sea Travels in Heaven :) 
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EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

xo.nosps.jimlewis@gmail.com 

 

JAMES LEWIS 

Let’s be safe out there! 

     Having a procedures and checklists 
prevents overlooking something im-
portant and help perform routine tasks. 
It also enables the passengers and crew 
to cope with unforeseen events.   

    It is a clear, calm summer day. You invite friends to join you on a whale watching cruise in the Strait of 
Juan De Fuca.  While crossing the travel lane nobody informs the captain that an outbound container ship 
is rapidly bearing down on you.  At the last minute you swerve to avoid a collision and the high wake from 
the freighter shakes the boat, you lose your footing, hit your head on the chart table and lose conscious-
ness.  You are the only one who knows how to operate the boat.  How will the passengers and crew      
respond?  How can this scenario be averted?   How would your passengers and crew respond in a similar 
scenario?  
     We hope this scenario will never happen, but what attention could we take to avoid this tragedy?  
     The most glaring fault is that apparently no lookouts were assigned.  It is the captain’s responsibility to 
be aware of his surroundings.  Lookouts should have been assigned especially to cover those areas that 
the captain cannot see from the helm.  Written procedures  and checklists coupled with a thorough crew 
and passenger briefing prior to leaving the dock can mitigate events if the boat becomes not under     
command.  Life teaches that as we grow older we tend to forget some things, and as we become more 
experienced we tend to overlook some things.  Guests we invite aboard may be of two types, those with 
little or no time on boats or experienced old salts who do not know the idiosyncrasies of our boats.  A 
great way to overcome these obstacles is to create written procedures and checklists to jog our          
memories.  
     Winter is a good season to think about creating and updating our safety and procedural checklists. 
There are many checklists already available that can be modified to fit your boat.  Here is a partial list to 
think about: 
• Predeparture from home checklist. 
• Checklist for starting and stopping the engine 
• Anchoring Checklist 
• Man Overboard Procedure 
• Head operating procedure/checklist 
• VHF radio and how to make a Mayday call 
• Predeparture Checklist 
• Safety Checks and Tests 
• Location of essential Equipment 
• Spare parts checklist 
• Essential Equipment Checklist 
• Engine Failure and Troubleshooting Checklist 
• Docking and undocking checklist 
• Lighting the propane stove procedure 
• Briefing passengers and crew 
• Starting and stopping the engines 

     Having a procedures and checklists prevents overlooking something important and help perform     

routine tasks.  It also enables the passengers and crew to cope with unforeseen events.  How would your 

passengers and crew respond in a similar scenario?  
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Here is one of mine. 

Crew and Passenger Briefing 

1.  Lifejackets. 

A.   Assign every person a life jacket. Have them try it on and size it properly. If not worn have 

them put a piece of masking tape on it and write their name on the tape. That way in an 

emergency they will have a prefitted lifejacket that is easy to located. Show where spare life 

jackets are stored. Everyone must wear a lifejacket when outside the cabin. Children must 

wear their lifejacket at all times.  

2.  VHF marine radio 

A.   Explain how to use the VHF marine radio and make a mayday distress call. Explain the func-

tion of the red DSC button and how it works. Show how to find the Lat/Long.  Show where 

the Mayday procedure/checklist is located. 

3.  Show where to find the EPIRB, survival equipment, visual distress signals, first aid kit and fire           

extinguishers and explain how to use them. 

4.  Explain what to do if someone falls overboard and where to find the throw bag and life ring and how 

to use them. 

5.  Show how to start and stop the boat safely 

6.  Show where the anchor is located and how to stop and anchor the boat. 

7.  Show how the head works. Warn them not to put trash in the toilet as it could clog the system. As a 

reminder show them the backup bucket if the head should fail. 

8.  Emphasize they need to follow instructions exactly and get out of the way if something goes wrong 

and the boat operator has not asked for assistance. 

9.  Explain the importance of a proper lookout and how they can help. Ask them to notify the boat oper-

ator if they notice anything that could affect the operation of the boat (lines hanging over the side, 

smoke, etc.) no matter how insignificant it may seem. 

In order to make boating safer and more enjoyable share your insights and recommendations for checklists 

with one another. 
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Judy Armstrong 
 

Administrative Officer 

ao.nosps.@gmail.com  

Hello all!  Last month sixteen of us met in      
person at a General Meeting for the first time 
since the pandemic shut down.  We met at the   
Big Elk Restaurant since we did not have the     
minimum required reservations for the Cedars     
at Dungeness.  Our guest speaker was Steve  
Deutermann, who shared his experiences        
volunteering with Boys and Girls Club  of the 

Olympic Peninsula.  He shared the story of the financing and construction of the new Port Angeles 
building, along with wonderful slides of the facility and the many programs available there.  

We will meet at the Big Elk again this month on Monday, December 13th.  Social hour will begin at 5:30 
PM, followed by a brief business meeting, dinner and presentation.  Our own Jim Lewis, who has agreed to 
head up SERAT (Squadron Emergency Response Assistance Team) for our squadron, will be the presenter. 
Besides sharing information about SERAT, he will be showing the Tom Hanks narrated short film, “Boatlift, 
an Untold Tale of 9/11 Resilience”. 

Please be assured that we are doing everything possible to meet 
safely.  All of the staff at the Big Elk is fully vaccinated and they are 
checking our vaccine cards as we arrive.  —————->> 

 
 
 
 
 
In lieu of a buffet line we are each ordering our own dinners.  Masks 

are required when not eating or drinking and there is room to socially distance if that is your preference.  
That said, I really hope that more members will feel comfortable attending this month’s meeting.  Jim has 
put together a truly inspiring program. 

If you are attending, please RSVP by Friday, December 10th to:  

ao.nosps.judyarmstrong@gmail.com   
Hope to see you soon! 

 
General Meeting – Monday December 13

th 

 
5:30 Social Hour 

 
6:45 Business Meeting 

     
        7:00 PM Presentation 

 

        Presented By Or Own Member:  Jim Lewis 
  The Film “Boatlift, an Untold Tale of 9/11 Resilience (Tom Hanks narrated) 
 
    We will meet again at the Big Elk Restaurant 
   707 E. Washington St, Sequim WA  Phone (360) 683.-3038 

mailto:ao.nosps.steveallen@gmail.com
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seo.abcofnop@gmail.com  

 Education Officer 

Randy Blackburn-Lappin, SEO/SN 
ABC of NOP Education Update 

 
Please visit your ABC of NOP website, 

to learn what is happening and join in.  

 
    https://northolympicboaters.com/            
education/advanced-elective-courses/ 

   Greetings to all!  We have been busy dealing with the current situation & continue to work towards the 
future.  Education is key! 
   Many thanks to Ray Mahalick/Ken Barnaby & Bernie Armstrong for instructing Engine Maintenance & 
Piloting this fall via Zoom, respectively.  As these courses wind up, we are preparing for our classes that 
start in the new year - which we will be presenting in person, with social distancing, class size limits & as-
sertion of vaccination as appropriate.  We are happy to announce the following courses which are being 
planned/conducted by your North Olympic Peninsula squadron: 
For 2022 we plan to present the following courses: 
 Advanced Piloting – starts 18 January 2022, meets Tuesday each week from 1800 – 2000, at SBYC
 – taught by Bernie Armstrong 
 Cruising & Cruise Planning – starts 19 January 2022, meets Wednesday each week from 1000 – 
 1200 at the SBYC – taught by Lead instructor Judy Armstrong, with assistance from Ray Mahalick, 
 Bernie Armstrong & others 
 Sail – starts 3 March 2022, meets Thursday each week from 1430 – 1630 at SBYC  taught by Mike 
 Witkin & Bernie Armstrong 
   A Big Thanks to the instructors who are freely giving of their time& talents, for the benefit of us all !  
If asked to help co-teach, please step up.  You will be happy that you did. 
   Can’t attend these in person classes?  Please see the following offerings by other District 16 squadrons 
in early 2022 (via virtual classroom): 

ABC – starts 8 January 2022 (Anacortes) 

ABC – starts 26 February 2022 (Bremerton) 

Boat Handling – starts 15 March 2022 (Bremerton) 

Piloting – starts 6 January 2022 (Everett) 

Radar for Boaters – starts 10 January 2022 (Everett) 

Junior Navigation – starts 12 January 2022 (Everett) 

Give these a very close look & please enroll at: https://www.uspsd16.org/find-course 
   Please contact myself or Bernie Armstrong for any/all questions or concerns.  Please take advantage of 
these valuable opportunities for self-improvement, socialization, and safe/enjoyable boating. 
 
There are many other courses that we could present, provided instructors can be rallied to the cause.   
 Electronic Navigation 
 Marine Communications 
 Cruising & Cruise Planning 
 Weather 
 Instructor Development 
 

mailto:edbl16782@gmail.com
https://northolympicboaters.com/education/advanced-elective-courses/
https://northolympicboaters.com/education/advanced-elective-courses/
https://www.uspsd16.org/find-course
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WHY BECOME A VESSEL EXAMINER? 

 Because we need more Vessel Safety Check Examiners in our Squadron! 

 In 2021 your squadron examiners conducted and issued 39 decals indicating successful inspections. 

    The online VSC Manual and test to become a VSC examiner is very straight forward & fun to complete. 
Questions call your squadron officers and committee chair. 

 

Volunteer and You Can: 
make a difference 
save a life 
contribute to safety on the water 
talk to boaters about safery 
answer boaters questions 
help spread the word about America’s Boating Club 
recruit new members 

 

 
Contact:  DOUG SCHWARZ  

dougschwarz@gmail.com 

    VS Chair  (360) 683-1444 

   If any of these are of interest to you & you would like to learn about how you can help with instructing,    
in a positive/supportive team environment, please let me or Bernie know.  We would like very much to  
discuss this with you further: 
   Also, if you have any suggestions for (or better still, would like to volunteer to present), a Saturday clinic – 
please let me or Randy Soderstrom know. 
 
https://northolympicboaters.com/education/advanced-elective-courses/ 

Out and About – spread the word! 

 Jumpstart – over the next several months there will be an effort to re-energize & re-organize our 
highly valued & effective Jumpstart program, under the leadership of Ray Mahalick.  We will be building on 
what we know works & trying some enhancements.  As you meet new folks in your daily dealings, please 
keep Jumpstart in mind and encourage them to participate – for them to learn the basics on their boat - for 
free!  This greatly appreciated and highly effective program is an excellent opportunity for new boaters to 
learn some new skills and a great source for new members to join our club.  Please promote this program - 
every chance you get.  Thank you !!!  

   As the weather cools and we anticipate an improved 2022, please stay safe/healthy and make plans to      
participate.  Always keep learning! 

   Thank you for your continued support and understanding. 

   Please visit your ABC of NOP website, to learn what is happening and join in.  

https://northolympicboaters.com/education/advanced-elective-courses/
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             America’s Boating Channel     https://americasboating channel.com 

   Have you visited this site ever?  There are some great learning videos on such a variety of 
topics—and they are often adding more.  It is worth checking out.  You can also use the link 
at the bottom of our home page on our website to access the National America’s Boating 
Club website and then this page.  Check it out.   

   It features safe boating videos and boater education digital media created especially for 
boaters by boaters.  (#AMERICASBOATINGCHANNEL).  Brought to you by United States    
Power Squadron® 

 

 

SWAP and SHOP  

  If you have an item or items you would like to sell?   

Please send the information to our Editor Alayne Fellows 

 and she will list it here! 
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      U.S. Coast Guard image by Scott Giard. 

America's Boating Club 

Become a Social Media Ambassador 

Stay connected with America’s Boating Club from the safety of your home by joining America’s 

Boating Crew, our new VIP program designed for our ultimate fans. When you become a so-

cial media ambassador, we will email you new and interesting content that you can then share 

with your friends and family on social media with just a click of a button. If you are the administra-

tor of your squadron or district’s Facebook page, you can sign up using your page and directly 

share our content with your members that way. Please encourage your fellow squadron members 

to sign up as well !  Email: Amy Townsend 

Read more:  americasboatingclub.socialtoaster.com 

                               

 

                             

  

 

 

How to send documents or articles for the Newsletter  

 1. Please have your articles to me by the 25th by 5PM. (If you are     
 going to be late, please let me know) 
 2.  Please use Calibri 12 pt front for your articles 
 3.  Please Single Space lines 
 4.  Indent 3 spaces with each new paragraph 
 5.  Label your article with your first and last name. 
 6.  Submit all articles in word format and attached to your email. 
 7.  All pictures are to be submitted as .jpg format 
 8.  Run “spell check” before submitting your article 
 
Thank you for your cooperation in making my task a lot easier! Submissions received in formats 

other than .doc, .docx, .jpg, or .gif 

will not be  published. 

Alayne Fellows, P 

Editor, Straitlines 

Please send all articles  to:  

Email: alaynef@gmail.com 

mailto:townsenda@hq.usps.org
https://usps.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f67f947484b911c2749df1442&id=4c89b3d078&e=0d267ab2a7
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 Commander Secretary Members-At-Large  

 Ken Barnaby Paula Barnaby Tom Fitzpatrick  

  Dick Davidson  

 Executive Officer Treasurer Bernie Armstrong  

 James Lewis Jan Jones   

  Past Commander  

 Administrative Officer Asst. Treasurer Ken Williams  

 Judy Armstrong Karen Mahalick   

    

 Education Officer Asst. Education Officer   

 Randy Blackburn-Lappin, SN Bernie Armstrong   

    
    

    

COMMITTEES:     

    
    

 ABC Chair:  Financial Review Nominating: Rules Committee: 

   Randall Blackburn-Lappin    Tom O’Laughlin    Ray Mahalick    Doug Schwarz 

 Adopt-A-Marina Coordinator    Marlene Lewis    Ken Williams      

  open   Ship Store: 

  Historian         Jim Jones 

 Budget & Finance:    volunteer needed Photographer  

   Judy Armstrong Law Officer:     Volunteer needed  

   Jan Jones    Paul Crone   

   Marlene Lewis     Planning Committee Straitlines Editor: 

   Randall Blackburn-Lappin   Liaison Officers:    Judy Armstrong    Alayne Fellows 

    Paul Kolesnikoff PAYC    Randy Blackburn-Lappin  

 Chaplin:     Jim Jones SBYC  SWAG:  

   Richard Schoel      Carl Zetterberg. Chair 

         Randall Blackburn-Lappin 

 Co-op Charting:  Media:  Port Captains:     

   Ruth Kohl    Ken Williams   Randy Blackburn-Lappin  

    Kathie Zetterberg   Ted Shanks Telephone: 

 Cruise Director      Penny Cahoon 

     Judy  Armstrong Operations Training: Property Officer  

    Ray Mahalick    Jan Jones Vessel Safety 

         Doug Schwarz 

 Education:  Membership Public Relations:    Ted Shanks 

  Ray Mahalick-Jump Start    open    open    Ray Mahalick 

   Randy Blackburn-Lappin       

   Randy Soderstrom-Clinics  Merit Marks Radio Technician: Webmaster: 

   Bernie Armstrong    Ted Shanks    Bruce Cutting    Carl Zetterberg 
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Next Executive Board Meeting  

will be at the SBYC at John Wayne Marina’s 

meeting room at 8:30 AM , Monday Dec 13th 

Must be vaccinated and please wear a mask 

Straitlines  

Alayne Fellows, Editor  

ABC of NOSPS 

1363 Doe Run Rd 

Sequim WA 98382 

The District 16 Web Page is at 

http://www.usps.org/localusps/d16 

  

Visit the NOSPS Website at   

http://northolympicboaters.com 

November Monthly Meeting on Monday 12/13/2021 

 Must show poof of Vaccination to attend In Person  
**THE BIG ELK RESTAURANT** 
707 E Washington St, Sequim 
5:30 Social Hour—6:00 Dinner 

 
Meals to be ordered by each person 

6:45 Business Meeting 
 

Please RSVP to ao.nosps.judyarmstrong@gmail.com 
No later than Friday December 10th 

 


