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STRAITLINES NEWSETTER 

NOVEMBER 2021 

Bellevue—Bellingham—Bremerton—Deception Pass—Everett—Friday Harbour—North Olympic  

North Star — Olympia — Point Wilson — Poverty Bay — Seattle – Skagit Bay — Spokane — Tacoma 

   Well, I’m feeling pretty isolated.  It’s not Covid. I’m fully vaccinated, 
and Paula and I got the booster on Saturday.  A good feeling.  It’s the 
weather.  My barometer has hit the lowest point I’ve seen since we 
moved here almost seven years ago. The rain and wind from this Boom 
Cyclone has kept me off my bike, which effects my mental health.  So, in 
lieu of riding I hiked out to the spit to look at the Strait. Very glad I’m not 
out there in my little sailboat. Things should improve in the next day or 
so. 
   Some good news. We’re going to have our second in-person Bridge 
Meeting on Monday the 1st.  The previous one went well and all who 
attended felt good about it.  Just nice to be able to have free exchange 
of ideas in a room not a computer. Looks like we’re going to try for an   
in-person dinner meeting as well.  We have 15 members who have 
signed up. That’s well below the minimum that Stymies requires so Judy 
is out looking at alternate venues as I write this. 
   More good news. Jim Lewis has agreed to take on the roll of XO.  I’m 
sure you’ve been getting blast emails from him recently.  If you have  
reason to speak/email/text with him, please thank him for pitching in.  
He’s a great addition to the Bridge.  He has also agreed to take on the 
roll of developing the SERAT program that, when fully implemented will 
partner our members with emergency teams to assist in the event of a 
water related emergency. 
   Finally, as a whole, we’re moving in the right direction for getting back 
to normal.  If you’re not vaccinated or know someone who isn’t, please 
get the shot.  It’s the only way we can beat this thing. 
   Take care all and stay safe  

Ken Barnaby 

Commander 

Cdr.nosps.kenbarnaby@gmail.com 

 
Table of Contents  

              

NOSPS Events                    Page 

 Commander’s Message             1  

  Executive Officer            2 

 Administrative Officer                3  

 Education Officer                          4 

 Editors Notes             5 

 Vessel Safety Checks            5 

 Swap and Shop             5 

 Member Information          6-8 

 Bridge Roster                 9                              

 Meeting Times & Place               10    

 

 USPS/D16 

 

Alayne Fellows, P 

Straitlines Editor 

Email: alaynef@gmail.com 

Hope your day is Peaceful and full of 

many blessings 
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EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

xo.nosps.jimlewis@gmail.com 

 

JAMES LEWIS 
Safety at Sea 

Setting a Proper Watch 

   Many of you have seen the articles in the paper about floating cargo containers off the coast of Vancou-
ver Island. We live and cruise in a unique environment that has many natural and man-made hazards and 
protected wildlife that require protective zones around them.   Commercial traffic, military operations and 
many types of private watercraft add to the dangers in our waters. 
   Ever wonder why commercial fishing boats are sometimes lost and never heard of again?  Here’s an   
example of one possibility.  I was once the guest aboard a commercial fishing boat where the skipper    
exited the breakwater, set his current Loran position at the breakwater and his planned fishing site into 
his autopilot. Then  he set his alarm clock for twenty minutes and proceeded to take a nap on his cot on 
the bridge.  When wakened after twenty minutes he looked around and seeing no other boats in the    
vicinity, reset the alarm and went back to sleep again.  Could a freighter have struck and sunk his wooden 
fishing boat him during any one of those twenty-minute intervals?   How could this lookout be improved 
to prevent any future disaster? 
   One of my Coast Guard experiences involved responding to a luxury yacht high and dry on the rocks at 
Narragansett Pier, Narragansett, Rhode Island.  The owner of the yacht left Portland, Maine and was 
headed to Newport, Rhode Island.  After partying all day, he programmed his autopilot to sound an alarm 
when they arrived at Brenton Reef light tower to turn into Narragansett Bay. The alarm failed to            
announce their arrival at Brenton Reef Light and passengers and crew were jarred awake as the yacht 
climbed the rocks at Narragansett Pier. Fortunately, there was no loss of life but there was very costly  
repair bill after this incident. How could a proper lookout have prevented this disaster? 
   Both these incidences could have been prevented by setting a Proper Lookout.  What is a Proper      
Lookout? 
   COL Regs Rule 5 states, “Every vessel shall at all times maintain a proper lookout by sight and hearing as 
well as by all available means appropriate in the prevailing circumstances and conditions as to make a full 
appraisal of the situation and of the risk of collision.” 
 
Characteristics of a proper Lookout: 
•  No passengers or equipment impede your line of sight.  
•  Constantly scanning the bow, starboard and port sides as well as behind for other boaters, 

 swimmers, buoys, flags, and floating debris, etc.  
•  If the operator doesn’t have 360 degree visibility he should assign someone to perform lookout 

 duties. 
•  The lookout should have instant communications with the bridge. 
•  All available means” also encompasses such things as radar (of which more later) and VHF radio, 

 in order that warnings from other vessels and the Coast guard may be received and heed 
•  During reduced visibility the lookout should be a the bow, not the helm. 
•  All available means include the eyes, ears, radar, and VHF radio. Radar alone is not enough as 

 small wooden and fiberglass boats may be undetectable. 
   We do live in a beautiful and challenging place. Let’s all be alert and vigilant and safely enjoy our time on 
the water. Don’t forget to watch out for those containers! 
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USPS PLEDGE 

      I do solemnly pledge to: Abide by the bylaws of the United States Power Squadrons®;   

 Promote high standards of navigation and  seamanship;  

Maintain my boat and operate it legally;  

 Render assistance whenever possible; and  

conduct myself in a manner that will add  prestige, honor and   

respect to the  United States Power Squadrons.® 

 

Judy Armstrong 
 

Administrative Officer 

ao.nosps.@gmail.com  

 

Happy Fall Season  

With the change of weather we are going to make some changes too.  Zoom General meetings have  
not been particularly well attended.  And, like many of you, I am also tired of virtual meetings for almost 
everything.  That said, the bridge has decided to return to in person General Monthly Meetings for those 
who feel comfortable with that option.   

Since we don’t at this time have the numbers required to book Cedars at Dungeness, we have a change 
of venue.  The October monthly meeting will be held at The Big Elk restaurant in Sequim.  We will need to 
let them know how many plan to attend by Friday November 5th so that they can plan if extra wait staff 
will be needed.  But, everyone will be able to order individually off the regular menu and we will each pay 
individually for our meals.  We will begin with our typical social gathering time at 5:30 PM; order our meal, 
have a short meeting and then dinner followed by our evening program.  (You can check out their menu 
on line.   The breakfast menu is served all day for those who would like that option.) 

In compliance with county health orders, we must have proof of vaccination to attend and wear masks 
when not eating or drinking.  The wait staff is fully vaccinated, the banquet room is reasonably large, and 
we can set it up in a manner to avoid being overly crowded together.  Having individually plated meals  
instead of a buffet line may also provide an additional measure of comfort.  Each of us has to consider   
our own health situation and the level of risk that we find acceptable.  But, we do look forward to getting 
together again with all who feel able to attend.  Hopefully when things return to normal our meetings will 
also. 

Fall clean up at John Wayne Marina will be coming soon.  Watch your e-mail for date and time.  At least 
there we can get together outdoors and do some community service at the same time.  I am so looking 
forward to it! 

mailto:ao.nosps.steveallen@gmail.com
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seo.abcofnop@gmail.com  

 Education Officer 

Randy Blackburn-Lappin, SEO/SN 
ABC of NOP Education Update 

 
Please visit your ABC of NOP website, 

to learn what is happening and join in.  

 
    https://northolympicboaters.com/            
education/advanced-elective-courses/ 

Greetings to all!  As we enter the fall season, we once again find it necessary to conduct classes virtually, 
for obvious reasons that unfortunately we are all fully aware.  We are proud to announce that the follow-
ing courses are being conducted by your North Olympic Peninsula squadron: 
For 2022 we plan to present the following courses: 
 Piloting – starts 6 January 2022 (Everett) 
 Advanced Piloting – starts 18 January 2022, meets Tuesday each week from 1900 – 2100, via 
Zoom – taught by Bernie Armstrong 
 ABC – starts 26 February 2022 (Bremerton) 
 Sail – starts 3 March 2022, meets Thursday each week from 1430 – 1630, in person we hope – 
taught by Mike Witkin & Bernie Armstrong 
 Offerings by other District 16 squadrons in early 2022 (virtual classroom): 
   Thanks again to the instructors who have stepped up.  There are many other courses that we could       
present, provided instructors can be rallied to the cause.   
 Electronic Navigation 
 Marine Communications 
 Cruising & Cruise Planning 
 Weather 
 Instructor Development 
   If any of these are of interest to you & you would like to learn about how you can help with instructing,    
in a positive/supportive team environment, please let me or Bernie know.  We would like very much to 
discuss this with you further: 
   Also, if you have any suggestions for (or better still, would like to volunteer to present), a Saturday clinic 
– please let me or Randy Soderstrom know. 
Out and About – spread the word! 

 Jumpstart – over the next several months there will be an effort to re-energize & re-organize our 
highly valued & effective Jumpstart program, under the leadership of Ray Mahalick.  We will be building 
on what we know works & trying some enhancements.  As you meet new folks in your daily dealings, 
please keep Jumpstart in mind and encourage them to participate – for them to learn the basics on their 
boat - for free!  This greatly appreciated and highly effective program is an excellent opportunity for new 
boaters to learn some new skills and a great source for new members to join our club.  Please promote 
this program - every chance you get.  Thank you !!!  

   As the weather cools and we anticipate an improved 2022, please stay safe/healthy and make plans to      
participate.  Always keep learning! 

   Thank you for your continued support and understanding. 

   Please visit your ABC of NOP website, to learn what is happening and join in.  

https://northolympicboaters.com/education/advanced-elective-courses/ 

 

mailto:edbl16782@gmail.com
https://northolympicboaters.com/education/advanced-elective-courses/
https://northolympicboaters.com/education/advanced-elective-courses/
https://northolympicboaters.com/education/advanced-elective-courses/
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How to send documents or arti-

cles for the Newsletter  

 1. Please have your articles to me by the 25th by 5PM. (If you are     
 going to be late, please let me know) 

 2.  Please use Calibri 12 pt front for your articles 
 3.  Please Single Space lines 
 4.  Indent 3 spaces with each new paragraph 
 5.  Label your article with your first and last name. 
 6.  Submit all articles in word format and attached to your email. 
 7.  All pictures are to be submitted as .jpg format 
 8.  Run “spell check” before submitting your article 
 
Thank you for your cooperation in making my task a lot easier! 

Submissions received in formats 

other than .doc, .docx, .jpg, or .gif 

will not be  published. 

Alayne Fellows, P 

Editor, Straitlines 

Please send all articles  to:  

Email: alaynef@gmail.com 

  

SWAP and SHOP  

  If you have an item or items you would like to sell?   

Please send the information to our Editor Alayne Fellows 

 and she will list it here! 

  

   VESSEL SAFETY CHECKS 

  

 Before you head out on your boat, 
 have your FREE 2021 Vessel Safety Check. 
  
 Torbin will assign a VS Checker to you   
  OR 
 go to our website to contact one of the  
 Vessel Safety (VS) Checkers listed. 
 

Contact:  TORBEN BLICHFELD  

    VS Chair  (360) 477 4575  
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             America’s Boating Channel     https://americasboating channel.com 

   Have you visited this site ever?  There are some great learning videos on such a variety of 
topics—and they are often adding more.  It is worth checking out.  You can also use the link 
at the bottom of our home page on our website to access the National America’s Boating 
Club website and then this page.  Check it out.   

   It features safe boating videos and boater education digital media created especially for 
boaters by boaters.  (#AMERICASBOATINGCHANNEL).  Brought to you by United States    
Power Squadron® 

Looking for crew members 

  I am making an inquiry on behalf of a former NOSPS member Roger Larson.  Roger has been a boater for 
many years and has had both sail and power boats in the not too distant past.  He has cruised with Charlie 
Brown and they both owned Albins at the same time. He sold his Albin to Tom O'Laughlin.  He asked me if 
there was a power boater who was looking for a crew member.  Seems like there was a guy who was looking 
for another person to go along.  I can't remember his name. I have sent a note to Randy Roberts and Ken  
Barnaby asking them if they know of any one.  Ken recommended contacting you and maybe you could put 
out a word within the Squadron. 
 
Roger's contact email =  rogerspirit28@gmail.com 
 
Thanks for taking the time, 
Steve Allen 

mailto:rogerspirit28@gmail.com
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      U.S. Coast Guard image by Scott Giard. 

America's Boating Club 

Become a Social Media Ambassador 

Stay connected with America’s Boating Club from the safety of your home by joining America’s 

Boating Crew, our new VIP program designed for our ultimate fans. When you become a so-

cial media ambassador, we will email you new and interesting content that you can then share 

with your friends and family on social media with just a click of a button. If you are the administra-

tor of your squadron or district’s Facebook page, you can sign up using your page and directly 

share our content with your members that way. Please encourage your fellow squadron members 

to sign up as well !  Email: Amy Townsend 

Read more:  americasboatingclub.socialtoaster.com 

 

URGENT MESSAGE 
  
Please be aware that more phishing emails are being sent out. Tell your membership that these 
false emails are being sent. These appear (falsely) to be coming from USPS Leadership. Earlier   
today emails were sent saying “District 16…needs gift cards for donation….” These emails are 
phishing to steal your money. 
  
Any email received from “offices@cumerservcearm.com” is a phishing email. Any email saying “gift 
cards” are needed likely is phishing. Emails asking for something(s) that has incorrect titles,      
misspelling, and/or bad grammar is likely phishing. 

 

Craig Brown, SN-CN 
Commander 
District 16 
US Power Squadrons/America’s Boating Club 

 

mailto:townsenda@hq.usps.org
https://usps.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f67f947484b911c2749df1442&id=4c89b3d078&e=0d267ab2a7
mailto:offices@cumerservcearm.com
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 Commander Secretary Members-At-Large  

 Ken Barnaby Paula Barnaby Tom Fitzpatrick  

  Dick Davidson  

 Executive Officer Treasurer Bernie Armstrong  

 James Lewis Jan Jones   

  Past Commander  

 Administrative Officer Asst. Treasurer Ken Williams  

 Judy Armstrong Karen Mahalick   

    

 Education Officer Asst. Education Officer   

 Randy Blackburn-Lappin, SN Bernie Armstrong   

    
    

    

COMMITTEES:     

    
    

 ABC Chair:  Financial Review Nominating: Rules Committee: 

   Randall Blackburn-Lappin    Tom O’Laughlin    Ray Mahalick    Doug Schwarz 

 Adopt-A-Marina Coordinator    Marlene Lewis    Ken Williams      

  Torben Blichfeld       

  Historian          

 Budget & Finance:    volunteer needed Photographer Ship Store: 

   Judy Armstrong Law Officer:     Volunteer needed    Jim Jones 

   Jan Jones    Paul Crone   

   Marlene Lewis     Planning Committee Straitlines Editor: 

   Randall Blackburn-Lappin   Liaison Officers:     Alayne Fellows 

    Paul Kolesnikoff PAYC    Judy Armstrong  

 Chaplin:     Jim Jones SBYC    Randy Blackburn-Lappin SWAG:  

   Richard Schoel      Carl Zetterberg. Chair 

         Randall Blackburn-Lappin 

 Co-op Charting:  Media:  Port Captains:     

   Ruth Kohl    Ken Williams   Randy Blackburn-Lappin  

    Kathie Zetterberg   Ted Shanks Telephone: 

 Cruise Director      Penny Cahoon 

     Judy  Armstrong Operations Training: Property Officer  

    Ray Mahalick    Jan Jones Vessel Safety 

         Torben Blichfeld 

 Education:  Membership Public Relations:    Ted Shanks 

  Ray Mahalick-Jump Start    Marlene Lewis    Ray Thomas    Ray Mahalick 

   Randy Blackburn-Lappin       

   Randy Soderstrom-Clinics  Merit Marks Radio Technician: Webmaster: 

   Bernie Armstrong    Ted Shanks    Bruce Cutting    Carl Zetterberg 
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Next Executive Board Meeting  

will be at the SBYC at John Wayne Marina’s 

meeting room at 8:30 AM , Monday Nov 1st 

Must be vaccinated and please wear a mask 

Straitlines  

Alayne Fellows, Editor  

ABC of NOSPS 

1363 Doe Run Rd 

Sequim WA 98382 

The District 16 Web Page is at 

http://www.usps.org/localusps/d16 

  

Visit the NOSPS Website at   

http://northolympicboaters.com 

November Monthly Meeting on Monday 11/8/2021 

 Must show poof of Vaccination to attend In Person  
**THE BIG ELK RESTAURANT** 
707 E Washington St, Sequim 
5:30 Social Hour—6:00 Dinner 

 
Meals to be ordered by each person 

6:45 Business Meeting 
 

Please RSVP to ao.nosps.judyarmstrong@gmail.com 
No later than Sunday November 5th 

 


