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Commander
Cdr.nosps.kenbarnaby@gmail.com

Well, it’s the end of a pretty horrible year, in so many respects. Let’s
hope that when we get back together in September we’ll be in-person
and enjoying a meal at the Cedars. I can’t wait.
In spite of the hardships, the Squadron has done pretty well, and I want
to thank all those that participated.
Education was definitely a bright spot….Thank you Randy BlackburnLapin. As a result of Randy’s efforts, he was the Outstanding Member of
the year and well deserved. His group of instructors held 12 classes and
taught 61 students. All remotely. A steep learning curve he mastered
pretty quickly.
Jump start, though popular, stumbled a little bit with hesitancy about
social distancing. Last time I checked with Ray Mahalick, he had two
scheduled. With more people being vaccinated, the comfort level increases and I’m sure it’s only going to get better.
Randy Roberts and Judy Armstrong have a summer cruising schedule
lined up. A shakedown version happened in Sequim Bay and the cruise to
the San Juan’s occurs in early May. More to follow during the summer in
conjunction with the Sequim Bay Yacht Club.

Spring has sprung

Alayne Fellows, P

Straitlines Editor

Email: alaynef@gmail.com

Torben and his team have done nine Vessel Safety Checks with four
more scheduled. We ran ads in the local paper and that generated three
of the VSC’s. Again, as folks get more comfortable, I anticipate it will only
increase over the summer.
Again, I want to thank everyone who helped the Squadron get through
this last year and I encourage everyone to continue to stay safe, mask up
and get a vaccine if you haven’t.

Bellevue—Bellingham—Bremerton—Deception Pass—Everett—Friday Harbour—North Olympic
North Star — Olympia — Point Wilson — Poverty Bay — Seattle – Skagit Bay — Spokane — Tacoma
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With our boating and cruising season now
beginning, how prepared are you? Have you
had your free Vessel Safety Check to make
sure all safety equipment is in working order?

Ray Thomas
Executive Officer
xo.nosps.raythomas@gmail.com

Have you done a thorough Check of your
Engine Compartment and Bilge for any fuel or
water leaks?

DO YOU:
Prepare a Float Plan of where you plan to cruise and provided a copy to someone who can track your
progress and return?
Have a Departure Checklist, and do you follow it?
Have your completed check of your PFDs to insure they are in proper working condition?
Know that Children under 16 must wear a life jacket?
Brief your Passengers concerning emergency procedures?
Your passengers onboard understand all the Aspects of Boat Handling
in case of an emergency?
Review all Weather and Water Conditions before you take your cruise?

Are you familiar with the Nautical Rules of the Road and do you have a
copy on board?

First Aid Kit

Following these above basic recommendations will make you a safer boater and your passengers feeling
comfortable during your cruise.

Have an enjoyable 2021 cruising season!
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Ahoy all. It is so good to be back in cruising

Judy Armstrong

season. We have about 8 boats ready to head out

Administrative Officer

on May 5th for our first cruise of 2021. Randy
Roberts, as cruise director for this venture, has

ao.nosps.@gmail.com

planned a varied trip of 10 days in the San Juan

Islands with a mix of anchorages, state marine parks, and marinas.
If you want to join us, but have not yet signed up, you can call Randy, or me, for the itinerary. The only
nights for which you will need reservations are for May 7th and 8th at Roche Harbor Marina.

This month’s General Meeting will be on Monday, May 10th. As usual we will begin at 6:30 PM with a
zoom social followed by a short business meeting at 6:45 PM. At 7:00 PM Nancy Erley, who was our
February speaker, will again join us. This month she will give a presentation that promises to be both
technical and entertaining on night time navigation. Most of us do not generally plan to be underway
after dark, but the unexpected happens. Perhaps an engine problem or lack of wind has left us out longer
than we intended. Maybe a family emergency has caused us to head for home ASAP. What do we need
to know to get back to shore as safely and confidently as possible? Zoom in on the 10 th to find out. Our XO,
Ray Thomas, will be sending out a blast with the Zoom link. The meeting ID is 874 3741 0038 and

passcode 941730. Hope to see you all then for our final meeting until fall when, hopefully, we can again
meet for dinner in person.

Virtual General Meeting – Monday May 10th
6:30 Social

6:45 Business Meeting
7:00 PM

Guest Speaker: Nancy Erley
Watch for an email sent out by the Executive Officer Ray Thomas
this next week with instructions on how to get into the
meeting
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ABC of NOP Education Update

Randy Blackburn-Lappin, SEO/SN
Education Officer

Please visit your ABC of NOP website,
to learn what is happening and join in.

seo.abcofnop@gmail.com

https://northolympicboaters.com/
education/advanced-elective-courses/

With the fall/winter classes in the rearview mirror, we are thankful for the opportunities that we had to
meet virtually & share/acquire knowledge and experiences. Thanks to our team of dedicated and skilled
volunteer Instructors and to all those who are participated in one or more of these courses for selfimprovement, socialization, and safe/enjoyable boating. Congratulations to all !!
Sadly, due to circumstances, we have not had a chance to recognize our highly valued Instructors at the
usual Dinner Meetings, for the past 2 years! To make up for that, it is my pleasure to report that the
Bridge approved recognition for our Instructors is well underway. Thank you!!
Also it is with great pleasure that I recognize Ray Mahalick as the 2021 Robert E. Brummett
NOSPS Outstanding Instructor of the Year for his excellent work with heading up the NOSPS Jumpstart
Program and instructing of Engine Maintenance. Excellent work Ray! Thank you very much and
congratulations.
It is also with great pleasure that I announce Bernie Armstrong has volunteered to fill the Assistant
Squadron Education Officer (ASEO) position and has been recognized/authorized by HQ for same. I look
forward to working closely with Bernie, to keep your NOSPS Education activities moving and improving.
Thank you Bernie!
Next? Bernie and I will be working on plans for the annual Education Planning workshop, where we will
gather Instructors and discuss what went well, what could be improved, and what offerings we will work
towards for the next 12 months (courses, clinics, BOC, Jumpstart, etc…). In addition we will be preparing
for an ABC course in May/June, with improved marketing efforts for that.
Also, if you have any suggestions for (or better still, would like to volunteer to present), a Saturday clinic,
please let me or Randy Soderstrom know.

Out & About – spread the word!
Jumpstart – As the weather warms and new folks arrive on the scene, please keep Jumpstart in mind
and encourage them to participate to learn the basics on their boat for free! Under Ray Mahalick’s
leadership, who has found ways to successfully continue this program safely for all involved. This greatly
appreciated and highly effective program is an excellent opportunity for new boaters to learn some new
skills and a great source for new members to join our club. Please promote this program - every chance
you get. Thank you !!!
As the weather warms and we anticipate an improved 2021, please stay safe, healthy and make plans to
participate. Thank you for your continued support and understanding.
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Randy Roberts
Cruise Director
nopcruisecodirector
@gmail.com

We have now completed the first “shakedown”
cruise into Sequim Bay which had a goal of getting
captains and crews out on their boats to test skills
and systems in preparation for the upcoming
cruising season. I probably should have labeled it
a systems review session vice a real cruise, but
none the less, those who attended had a great
time. In addition to working on specific boating

skills, Julia and I hosted a “docktail” party on Rhumba Girl in the late afternoon. The group did not
disappoint by bringing a massive amount of food, drink and great conversation!
We are now preparing for the next sponsored cruise from 5 –16 May to the southern San Juan
Islands. Our planned stops will be Garrison Bay (San Juan Island), Roche Harbor marina (San
Juan Island), Stuart Island (either Reid or Prevost harbor), Deer Harbor marina (Orcas Island), and
Blind Bay (Shaw Island). This cruise will be a mix of anchoring and stops at local marinas. If you
do not wish to anchor, it is perfectly acceptable to join us at each marina stop. By the time you read
this, we will have conducted the pre-cruise meeting, so if you have not previously indicated your
interested in attending, feel free to contact me to get the latest information. If you are planning on
attending, especially at our planned stop at Roche Harbor, be sure to contact them soonest to
arrange moorage. Deer Harbor is not yet taking reservations, so we will make them upon arrival.
As for the rest of the season, here are the planned cruises:
June 19-21: Viking Raid/Poulsbo (SBYC sponsored)
July 10-12: MacKaye Harbor Pursuit Race/Cruise (SBYC sponsored)

August 10-18: North San Juan Islands Cruise (SBYC sponsored): MacKaye Bay (Lopez
Island), Friday Harbor (San Juan Island) or Parks Bay, Shaw Island, Echo Bay (Sucia),
Reid Harbor or Prevost Harbor (Stuart Island), and Roche Harbor or Garrison Bay
For more on our club cruises, expect more information later in the spring. At that time, Judy will
be the point of contact for any of those events.
Again, a reminder to get to your boat now to test systems and brush up on system operations
such as chart plotters. If you need maintenance, now is the time to get it done as the cruising
season is coming back to life and maintenance folks are getting busy.
Let’s Go!
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MEMBERSHIP

Sandy Thomas

Come for the Boating Education.

Membership Chair

Stay for the friends

sandythomas@olypen.com

I have again volunteered to become a part of the North Olympic Membership Team. Due to the
pandemic, membership has become even more important to any non-profit organization, and that includes
our Club. But we are a bit different – we have a noble mission! That mission is to promote safe boating
through education, being good citizens by helping our local community and most of all making friends who
have mutual interests. Things will get back to normal and we will again be able to do our good work face
to face and together.
I need your help to keep our organization healthy and vital so that we can complete our mission. First, I
want to urge all members to renew your membership when you receive notice from our National Office.
Next, each and every member of our club is on our Membership Committee. As such, you are asked to
talk to your friends and neighbors at the marina, in the next slip, or your paddling friends in kayaks, canoes,
boards, etc. All boaters can benefit from membership in our club by being aware of the rules while out on
the water.
Just send me an email address or any contact information for those to whom you have spoken who might
be interested and I will immediately contact them and tell them all about the benefits of joining our Club.
It is as simple as that! They can also learn all about us by visiting our website:
www:northolymicboaters.com where they will find a contact form to complete which will come directly to
me when submitted. Thank you for supporting our Club.
My email address is: sandythomas@olypen.com

Alayne Fellows, P
Editor, Straitlines

Please send all articles to:
Email: alaynef@gmail.com

Submissions received in formats
other than .doc, .docx, .jpg, or .gif
will not be published.
Straitlines

How to send documents or articles for the Newsletter
1. Please have your articles to me by the 25th by 5PM. (If you are
going to be late, please let me know)
2. Please use Calibri 12 pt front for your articles
3. Please Single Space lines
4. Indent 3 spaces with each new paragraph
5. Label your article with your first and last name.
6. Submit all articles in word format and attached to your email.
7. All pictures are to be submitted as .jpg format
8. Run “spell check” before submitting your article
Thank you for your cooperation in making my task a lot easier!
May 2021 Issue
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VESSEL SAFETY CHECKS
Before you head out on your boat,
have your FREE 2021 Vessel Safety Check.
Torbin will assign a VS Checker to you
OR
go to our website to contact one of the
Vessel Safety (VS) Checkers listed.

Contact: TORBEN BLICHFELD
VS Chair (360) 477 4575

SWAP and SHOP

44 lb, Bruce Claw Anchor with swivel connector. $75.

4 brand new deck chairs still in packaging. $50 each or $160 for all 4.

Contact Ray Thomas, 360-683-8801
2 year old eight foot dinghy for sale -only used once $600.00
The dinghy is a 8 foot west marine model:
PRU-3 Performance -Roll Up inflatable Boat Model #14272488
Contact Torben Blichfeld (360) 477-4575

USPS PLEDGE
I do solemnly pledge to: Abide by the bylaws of the United States Power Squadrons®;
Promote high standards of navigation and seamanship;
Maintain my boat and operate it legally;
Render assistance whenever possible; and
conduct myself in a manner that will add prestige, honor and
respect to the United States Power Squadrons.®
Straitlines
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SAVE THE DATE
FOR THE ANNUAL

D16 Rendezvous at Port of Poulsbo: 11-13 June 2021
A Time for Socialization and Relaxation!
Travel to the Rendezvous by Boat, Car or RV
Friday Event--6/11:

Saturday, 6/12:
Welcome: Socially distanced opening remarks will be planned based on the COVID protocols at that time.
Flare shoot & Fire Extinguisher Training: Tides appear to be favorable for the flare shoot and we will
have instructors for the Fire Extinguisher Training at the Fire Pit in the Muriel Iverson Williams Waterfront
Park.
Dinner on your own boat, or at one of the many fine restaurants in Poulsbo. We plan to socialize on the
Dock, following current COVID guidelines.

directly with the hotel at 360-779-3921 or 360-7799737.

The registration form with more information will be sent to all members. For Questions Contact: D16
Administrative Officer at: uspsd16.dao@gmail.com
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This National Volunteer Week, I want to thank you for being part of the United States Power Squadrons,
America’s Boating Club, family! Your ongoing commitment to boating safely, especially during these
challenging times, makes a tangible difference in the lives of others.
Together, we raised nearly $20,000 to support mission-critical projects during Giving Tuesday 2020. We developed new and innovative ways to teach students virtually and in person while continuing to meet, serve
the public and share our passion for recreational boating safety. And we turned out in record numbers to
support each other during the 2021 Virtual Annual Meeting.
Thank you for sharing your precious time, skills, and resources to support our mission of safe boating
through education. Together, we make boating better.
Wishing you fair winds and calm seas as we continue to navigate these changing waters together.

Mary Paige Abbott
Chief Commander
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Looking for crew members
I am making an inquiry on behalf of a former NOSPS member Roger Larson. Roger has been a boater for
many years and has had both sail and power boats in the not too distant past. He has cruised with Charlie
Brown and they both owned Albins at the same time. He sold his Albin to Tom O'Laughlin. He asked me if
there was a power boater who was looking for a crew member. Seems like there was a guy who was looking
for another person to go along. I can't remember his name. I have sent a note to Randy Roberts and Ken
Barnaby asking them if they know of any one. Ken recommended contacting you and maybe you could put
out a word within the Squadron.
Roger's contact email = rogerspirit28@gmail.com
Thanks for taking the time,
Steve Allen

America’s Boating Channel

https://americasboating channel.com

Have you visited this site ever? There are some great learning videos on such a variety of
topics—and they are often adding more. It is worth checking out. You can also use the link
at the bottom of our home page on our website to access the National America’s Boating
Club website and then this page. Check it out.
It features safe boating videos and boater education digital media created especially for
boaters by boaters. (#AMERICASBOATINGCHANNEL). Brought to you by United States
Power Squadron®
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URGENT MESSAGE
Please be aware that more phishing emails are being sent out. Tell your membership that these
false emails are being sent. These appear (falsely) to be coming from USPS Leadership. Earlier
today emails were sent saying “District 16…needs gift cards for donation….” These emails are
phishing to steal your money.
Any email received from “offices@cumerservcearm.com ” is a phishing email. Any email saying “gift
cards” are needed likely is phishing. Emails asking for something(s) that has incorrect titles,
misspelling, and/or bad grammar is likely phishing.
Craig Brown, SN-CN
Commander
District 16
US Power Squadrons/America’s Boating Club

America's Boating Club
Become a Social Media Ambassador
Stay connected with America’s Boating Club from the safety of your home by joining America’s
Boating Crew, our new VIP program designed for our ultimate fans. When you become a social media ambassador, we will email you new and interesting content that you can then share
with your friends and family on social media with just a click of a button. If you are the administrator of your squadron or district’s Facebook page, you can sign up using your page and directly
share our content with your members that way. Please encourage your fellow squadron members
to sign up as well ! Email: Amy Townsend
Read more: americasboatingclub.socialtoaster.com

U.S. Coast Guard image by Scott Giard.
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Ray Thomas
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Jan Jones
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Judy Armstrong

Members-At-Large
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Bernie Armstrong
Past Commander
Ken Williams
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Karen Mahalick

Education Officer
Randy Blackburn-Lappin, SN

Asst. Education Officer
Bernie Armstrong

COMMITTEES:

ABC Chair:
Randall Blackburn-Lappin
Adopt-A-Marina Coordinator
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Tom O’Laughlin

Rules Committee:
Nominating:
Ray Mahalick

Marlene Lewis

Torben Blichfeld

Doug Schwarz
Sandy Thomas

Ken Williams
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Ray Thomas
Jan Jones

volunteer needed
Law Officer:
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Ship Store:
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Planning Committee
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Judy Armstrong
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Marlene Lewis
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Ray Mahalick
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Next Executive Board Meeting

When: Monday May 3, 2021
8:30 AM via Zoom
Login Info forthcoming

Virtual Monthly Meeting – May 10h 2021
6:30 Social
6:45 Business Meeting
7:00 PM
Speaker: Nancy Erley
Watch your email for reminder with meeting link

The District 16 Web Page is at

Visit the NOSPS Website at

http://www.usps.org/localusps/d16

http://northolympicboaters.com

Straitlines
Alayne Fellows, Editor
North Olympic Sail & Power Squadron
1363 Doe Run Rd
Sequim WA 98382
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