
When Following Jesus is Hard - John 18:1-27 
MAIN THING
Fear Cannot Coexist With Faith

SCRIPTURE
John 18:1-27, Psalm 33:16-19, 1 John 4:18, Philippians 4:4-8

ICEBREAKER
Has there ever been a time when you needed to step up, and you just couldn’t do it?  Has there ever been a time when 
you were crippled by fear?  How about a time when you had to overcome your fear in order to accomplish a task?  Share 
some of those stories.

OPENING THOUGHT
In our scripture this week, we see where Peter plays the role of the coward.  When presented with the opportunity to claim 
his place along side of Jesus, he backed down and claimed to not even know Him.  When it comes to faith in Christ, there 
in no room for waffling or riding the fence.  It’s important to follow unashamedly and with confidence.  In our discussion 
this week, we’ll be talking about removing fear from the equation and living freely and confidently in our relationship with 
Christ.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. What was one thing that stood out to you from this weekend’s message?

2. One of the points from this weekend’s message was, “Stepping Out In Faith Gives Us The Greatest Chance For Fear.” 
The reason Peter gave in to fear was that he wasn’t playing it safe.  He was following Jesus and therefore was in close 
proximity to harm. Can you think of a time when you didn’t “play it safe” and had the potential for giving in to fear?

3. Dave said this past weekend that, “either we are living by faith or we are living by fear- one cancels out the other.” If you 
were honest with yourself, what do you fear? What are you afraid of losing that keeps you from living by faith in God?

4. One of the points from this weekend was “If we fear God, we don’t fear people, but if we fear people, we don’t fear 
God.” Read Psalm 33:16-19. Why does God turn His favor towards those who fear Him?

5. Read 1 John 4:18. What does it mean that, “perfect love drives out fear?”

LIFE APPLICATION
5. Anxiety is on the rise in our culture, especially among the young. How do we as Christians communicate the solution to 
anxiety and fear to our friends and neighbors?

CHALLENGE
As a group, read Philippians 4:4-8.  There are a list of things this scripture says to do.  As a group, list those things. Take 
this next week to really gauge where your focus is.  Do you find yourself stuck in negativity, or do you keep things positive.  
Really make the effort to be that person who’s focus is on the positive and on the holy.


