
John 17:1-25 - What Jesus Asks God For 
MAIN THING
Jesus cares enough to pray for us. 

SCRIPTURE
John 17:1-25, Romans 10:9-10, Matthew 28:18-20, John 15:10, Phil:2:1-5, Galatians 5:16-25

ICEBREAKER
Have you ever been somewhere that was different from where you grew up; a different country, a different part of the US, 
or just being in a group of people you don’t normally spend time with?  What was that like?  How did you interact with 
those around you?  Was it difficult?  Did you thrive?  Share your stories with each other.

OPENING THOUGHT
John Kelley here.  I grew up in Upstate New York and Northern Ohio.  Being from northern Ohio, my favorite collegiate 
team is The Ohio State University.  Living in KY, that can make things interesting from time to time.  I live here.  I work 
here, and I love being in the Bluegrass state.  However, just because I live here, doesn’t mean I change my allegiance, 
much in the same way a UK fan would move to Tennessee, but never cheer for the Volunteers.  When Christ tells us that 
we are to be in the world, but not of the world, He’s simply saying that we are to be a part of the world around us; sharing 
the gospel, showing love, and being like Christ to those around us.  We are not, however, to ever change our allegiance.  
He must come first; even before my beloved Buckeyes or those Kentucky Wildcats.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. What was one thing that stood out to you from this weekend’s message?

2. When you think of the "ideal Christian", what characteristics does this person have?

3. Jesus prays for us to be one. (John 17:11, 21; Phil 2:1-5) What are some things that we hold on to that keeps us from 
being united?

4. What does it look like to keep your Christian identity in a world that will potentially hate you for it? 

LIFE APPLICATION
5. What is your biggest obstacle to being set apart and made holy?  How can you overcome that this week?

CHALLENGE
Throughout this passage, Jesus prays for us to be united, to be part of a world that hates us, and to by set apart and 
made holy, all this so that Christ will be made known to the world through us. Identify ways which you can become united 
with those in our church, and how you can be a reflection of Christ so that others come to know him more.


