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The Society of St. Vincent de Paul Detroit 
is part of an international organization 
headquartered in Paris, France. Founded in 
1833, the Society is present on five continents,
in 153 geographic locations, has 800,000 
Vincentian members, and has helped 30 
million people worldwide over the last year. 
Together, it forms a vast network of charity 
around the world, and is united by a bond of 
growing in spirituality and friendship through 
service to those in need.

St. Vincent de Paul exclaimed that “love is 
infinitely inventive.” So, too, are the works of 
the Society. Its actions are based on love of 
neighbor, and include numerous global 
initiatives: housing, agriculture, health, 
education, professional training, nutrition 
and more. No act of charity is foreign to the 
Society of St. Vincent de Paul.

The Society of St. Vincent de Paul Detroit (SVdPD) serves 
neighbors in need by providing food, gently used clothing,
furniture, household items as well as providing rental and 
utility assistance. For the 95th year, SVdPD helped 500 
boys and girls attend camp last summer at Camp Ozanam 
free of charge. Overall, we served more than 190,000 
people. We don’t view the number served as an 
accomplishment. Rather, it is a reflection of the daunting 
challenges that so many face in the Archdiocese of Detroit 
to have life’s basic needs fulfilled.

The needs of our neighbors are growing and changing. As 
a result, today’s SVdPD is determined to do more. Even 
though Southeast Michigan is experiencing a renaissance, 
the economic recovery is not moving enough residents out 
of poverty. So many still struggle to make ends meet. 

It’s a very exciting time at SVdPD. This year we filled several 
key leadership roles with talented, dedicated individuals. 
We achieved balanced financials for the first time in 
several years as a result of implementing new strategies. 
We will be embarking on a strategic planning process that 
will serve as a roadmap toward continued improvement. 
This will allow us not only to better serve the needs 
of our neighbors, it will also afford us the opportunity to 
create new programs to meet new challenges that families 
and individuals face. Our future looks very promising.

None of the program outcomes featured in this report 
would be possible without the generosity of our donors, 
Vincentians, staff, volunteers, and Board. Heartfelt thanks 
to all who contributed in some way to this considerable 
team effort. Their passion and commitment to making a 
difference is what inspires us every day to see the possible 
in everyone we are privileged to serve.

In Blessed Frédéric Ozanam’s name,

Nancy Szlezyngier      Daniel P. Malone
President, Board of Trustees   CEO



Sometimes someone needs a helping hand, encouragement, 
friendship and hope to make it through tough times. The 
Society of St. Vincent de Paul Detroit has been reaching out 
and helping those in need, regardless of faith, creed, race, 
social background, health or gender for over 134 years. All are 
welcome at our door!

We believe everyone deserves respect, compassion and care 
regardless of what zip code they live in or the circumstance 
that brings them to us. We stand for those who have been 
forgotten, excluded, and who don’t always have a voice – the 
hungry, the underserved and those who just need a friend or 
a helping hand.

Through outreach programs that include emergency 
services, food, clothing, utility and rent assistance, disaster 
relief services and a free summer camp for boys and girls, we 
empower people at critical moments on their journeys and 
help lift them from poverty towards a more stable path. 
Like that of our founder, Frédéric Ozanam, our vision is to 
embrace the world in a network of charity to impact poverty 
through systemic change.  

Our mission is to build a more just world through personal 
relationships with and service to people in need.  

We are today’s Society of St. Vincent de Paul Detroit, and 
we believe everyone should be able to see the possible of a 
better tomorrow, and a brighter future. 
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18 44,538 

People fed through our food 
depots and Nutrition Center

250 
Bus passes given out to help 
people get to where they need 
to be

500 
Underserved boys and girls went 
to Camp Ozanam free of charge

44,621 
Personal one-on-one visits made 
by 3,200 Vincentian volunteers

$181,351 
Of goods distributed free to 
neighbors in need through our 
retail stores

6,782 
Households served through our 
Energy Assistance Program



“For you always have the poor with 
you, and whenever you want, you     
     can do good for them…”  
      - Mark 14:7
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S Everyday throughout the Archdiocese of Detroit, 

someone is struggling to make ends meet. And 
almost every day, someone hurting is visited by 
Vincentians, who armed with friendship and prayer, 
give hope. These person-to-person visits can take 
place in the home, a prison, hospital, nursing care 
facility, wherever help is needed. These visits make 
St. Vincent de Paul Detroit unique, and are our 
most differentiating program. 

St. Vincent de Paul Detroit is blessed to have a 
network of over 3,200 Vincentians at 145 
parish-based Conferences who provide assistance 
locally through home visits. Visiting in pairs in rural, 
suburban, and urban settings, they act as modern day 
apostles, seeking out those who need assistance, 
comfort and hope. They come from all ethnic and 
cultural backgrounds, age, economic level and faith, 
but they are bonded together by the simple principle 
of growing in friendship, and spirituality through 
their works of charity and service. 

Through compassion, and with gratitude, our 
Vincentian members (volunteers) nurture a personal
relationship with their neighbors in need to better 
understand the physical, material, emotional and 
spiritual needs of those they serve. They offer 
fresh perspectives, where everyone can see the 
possible, and are afforded the privilege to see their 
neighbors differently – with their heart.

Regardless of the reason, the struggles and challenges 
of finding yourself in need can be overwhelming, and 
asking for help can be difficult. But when a Vincentian 
reaches out to you and offers a pair of hands, a smile 
or a kind word, that simple act of mercy can change 
everything. This is our faith, every faith at its best.

Our Council’s Vincentian members made 44,621 visits 
in 2018.  
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For 95 years, St. Vincent de Paul Detroit has 
offered a free camp experience at Camp 
Ozanam to boys and girls from low income 
families. Our camp adventure offers children 
ages 8-14 a respite from the challenges of 
growing up in poverty. For many, it is their first 
vacation experience, first time being away from 
home, and their first time experiencing nature 
and our Great Lakes.

Camp Ozanam offers children many 
opportunities for growth. Campers meet new 
friends, experience nature and participate in 
numerous activities. They are encouraged to 
pursue their own interests during daily activities 
that include: swimming, hiking, nature study, 
arts and crafts, drama, dance, archery, low 
rope initiatives and several sport activities. In 
addition to enjoying their time at camp, 
campers gain greater self-confidence, 
independence and leadership skills – qualities 
and attributes they can use in adulthood.

But what our campers love most about Camp 
Ozanam are the lasting friendships they make, 
and the fun they have!

Our programming is geared to today’s youth 
who come to us with increasingly complex 
challenges. Today’s SVdPD offers three 
camping programs: Traditional Coed Camp; 
Loving Arms Camp; Adventure Camp. 

In 2018, 500 boys and girls attended Camp 
Ozanam.
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of furniture, a stylish outfit or a treasure at a 
great price?

Our six retail stores are so much more than a 
place to find a bargain. They are a source of 
hope, a place where something second-hand 
can turn in to a second chance. Furniture for a 
veteran like Steve who after being homeless 
found furnishings for his new apartment, or a 
pair of winter boots for Mike who covered his 
with plastic bags to keep the ice and snow 
away from his feet.

A new suit or dress can suddenly become the 
interview outfit that secures a new job, and 
sometimes a retail store becomes that new job, 
and a fresh start – that second chance.

Our retail stores distributed over $181,000 in 
gently used clothing, furniture and household 
items to help those in need make a home.
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on their bills. It could be an unexpected repair, 
a medical issue or the loss of employment.  
Whatever the reason, it can be a frustrating 
experience when you can’t pay your electrical or 
heating bills, especially during a Michigan winter.

At today’s St. Vincent de Paul Detroit, we help 
people see what’s possible though our Michigan 
Energy Assistance Program (MEAP) grant. Our 
energy assistance program helps income eligible 
households in danger of having their heating and 
electricity turned off pay their bills, and develop 
plans for self-sufficiency through affordable 
payment plans and case management.

Kim’s electricity and heat had been off for a few 
days before she came to St. Vincent de Paul Detroit. 
Since her husband passed, finances became tough, 
and she struggled to make ends meet for her and 
her disabled son. We were able to have her utilities 
restored, and provide them with food for the 
upcoming Thanksgiving holiday.

In 2018, EAP assisted 6,782 households like 
Kim’s, distributed $5,696,657 in direct assistance, 
and enrolled 225 households in the Energy Smart 
workshops.
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In Michigan, 1 in 7 people struggle with 
hunger and food insecurity, and many of 
them are children. The need for food is an 
ongoing challenge for some of our neighbors 
in need. In fact some of them struggle to 
feed their families 365 days a year.

This year over 11,451 people visited one of St. 
Vincent de Paul Detroit’s 42 food depots 
throughout Southeast Michigan. There, they 
were greeted by a volunteer who provided 
them with much needed staples like grains, 
meat, vegetables and personal hygiene items.

Every Tuesday and Thursday, St. Damien of 
Molokai Conference in Pontiac serves hot and 
nutritious meals at the Matchan Nutrition 
Center. The Center served 33,170 meals. The 
Center also provides fresh vegetables, baked 
goods and clothing. It also partners with other 
organizations to help those in need with legal 
advice, employment assistance and more.



LI
F

E
 S

K
IL

LS

Through its systemic change programs, the 
Society of St. Vincent de Paul Detroit 
empowers people at critical moments in their 
journeys. Its Journey to Housing and Justice 
Initiative programs help participants take the 
next step by giving them the tools, knowledge 
and support they need to begin their path out 
of poverty and onto a more stable path.

Journey to Housing is a special work of our 
Detroit Metro West Conference and seeks to 
solve the problem of homelessness. Journey 
to Housing provides participants with move-in 
costs, furniture and household goods through 
our retail stores and monthly rent subsidy until 
the family becomes self-sufficient through 
12-18 months of counseling in budgeting, 
household management and more.

Since the program’s inception in 2014, Journey 
to Housing has helped 30 families move into 
their homes and become self-sufficient.

As part of our Prison Ministry, our Vincentian 
volunteers reach out with hope to those who 
are incarcerated or recently released. Through 
the program, they minister to their emotional, 
physical and spiritual needs, so that participants
can transition seamlessly back into society.

During 2018, 272 inmates participated in our 
Prison Ministry. 
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Every year, we host a number of events, not only 
to raise needed funds to fulfill our mission, but to 
gather together in friendship, to acknowledge and 
celebrate the accomplishments of our members 
and our Society.

Every Spring, we gather with our Vincentians to 
celebrate the work that they do to help those in 
need at our Awards Banquet. It’s a great time to 
recognize those who exemplify what it truly 
means to be a servant to the poor, and how one 
is able to grow spiritually by doing so.

In June, golfers from all around Metro Detroit 
gathered at Pine Lake Country Club to Tee Off 
FORE a great cause at St. Vincent de Paul Detroit’s
annual golf outing. Proceeds from the outing 
helped send underserved boys and girls for a 
weeklong adventure at Camp Ozanam at no cost 
to them or their parents.

In September, over 1,000 Vincentians, staff and 
community members gathered on Belle Isle for 
the 11th Annual Friends Walk on Belle Isle. 
Together they walked to raise awareness and 
funds for the changing and growing needs of 
those who come to us every day seeking 
assistance.  



This year we welcomed Bishop Donald Hanchon as 
our Archdiocesan Council Spiritual Advisor. Bishop 
Hanchon is a graduate of Sacred Heart Seminary, 
and after many years serving Detroit’s Hispanic 
community, was ordained a bishop in 2011. He serves 
as Auxiliary Bishop of the Archdiocese of Detroit’s 
Central Region. 

His hobbies are music, photography, and reading. 
He has a particular interest in migration/immigration, 
cultural studies, liturgy and pastoral work.

We are blessed and honored to have Bishop Hanchon 
join our Vincentian family!

“I am so pleased to have been asked to be the Spiritual 
 Advisor for St. Vincent de Paul Detroit, because it     
 gives me a closer glimpse into the marvelous ways 
 that love works.”  

      - Most Reverend Donald Hanchon

REVENUES

Contributions, Grants 
& Program Revenues  $12,197,291

Retail Stores    $3,948,987

Other Revenue   $32,786
     

EXPENSES

Food, Clothing
& Household Items   $8,490,199

Utility Assistance   $5,696,657

Camp     $331,637

Management & General  $648,181

Fundraising    $462,207

Other     $472,326
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BOARD OF 
TRUSTEES

Nancy Szlezyngier
President  

Bartholomew Seymour, III
Vice President

Patrick Sperti
Vice President

Mark Gilroy
Treasurer

Bishop Donald Hanchon
Spiritual Advisor

William Buckley
Metro West District

Shelia Cassette
Monroe District

Jackie Dlaikan
Downriver District

Thomas Elward

Therese Frye

Larry Kozak
North Macomb District

Marcia Leaver
Port Huron District

Frank Morelli, Jr.

Elena Munoz
Mid-City District 

Roger Playwin

Robert Shukwitt
South Macomb District

Michelle Smith
Detroit West District

Terry Statz
Oakland District

Richard Wallace

Daniel P. Malone
CEO

FOUNDATION 
BOARD

Robert Dutkiewicz
Co-Chair

Kip Snedeker
Co-chair

Patrick Dreisig

Patrick Heffernan

Haley Jonna

Kathleen Kessler

Michael Mulroy

Sharon Mulroy

David Palazzolo

Thomas Simoncic

Nancy Sullivan

Mario Apruzzese
Ex-Officio

Patricia Bonbrisco

Thomas Elward

Cliff Snedeker

Mark St. Peter

Lucia Zamorano

SAVE THE DATE
to see the possible in 2020

JUNE 8 
29th Annual SVdPD Golf Outing 

Shenandoah Country Club

SEPTEMBER 26
13th Annual Friends Walk

Belle Isle

OCTOBER 2
2nd Annual Top Hat Ball 

Fillmore Theatre



3000 Gratiot Avenue
Detroit, Michigan 48207

www.svdpdetroit.org


