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ON PURPOSE: JUF 
Mini-Grant Program
Featuring Rabbi Deborah Zecher, Shir 
Tikvah in Homewood, April 22, 2020 7pm, 
Free of Charge, Refreshments Provided

NCJW’s

National Convention 
2020, April 23-25
The Westin Chicago 
River North - Marriott
320 N. Dearborn St.

Valuable Workshops and Renowned 
Speakers! Detailed information on 
registration, accommodations, and 
scheduling is available on ncjw.org 
under Convention.

Please Join Us for an evening of Israeli food, music  and 
discussion as we welcome our guest speaker, Stephanie Margolis. 

MONDAY, MARCH 16, 2020, 6-8 PM
at Michelle and Allison Stern’s home | 1332 Bunker Avenue, Flossmoor

Stephanie Margolis is a 
senior at UMass Amherst 
studying Hospitality and 
Tourism Management 
and Judaic Studies. She 
recently became the 
StandWithUs New England 
High School Coordinator. 
Stephanie started her 
journey in Israel advocacy 
and education through her 
involvement with BBYO. In 
college, Stephanie served 
two years as President of 
the UMass Student Alliance 

Israeli Aff airs Event

for Israel. Stephanie also spent a year as President of her chapter of Sigma Delta Tau 
and then as President of the Panhellenic Council.

Stephanie will be discussing: My Israel story, Why I Do What I Do, Where I 
Come From, My Experiences on Campus – Anti-Semitism, Anti-Zionism and 
The Importance of Educating the Next Generation
Please RSVP by March 10 to Michelle or Allison at 
michelleandstu@yahoo.com or 708-365-6348
Dinner & dessert served potluck style. To sign up to bring an item go to this 
link: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050e4fa8ae22a75-israeli

After 32 years as a congregational rabbi, 
Deborah Zecher is pursuing her passion for 
music with a career as a cabaret singer. She 
presented her debut solo show at Don’t Tell 
Mama in NYC in 2018, a show that was 
nominated as Best Debut by the Manhattan 
Association of Cabarets and Broadway World.  
Together with three cabaret friends, she was 
part of Four Women, Four Stories, which 
had its debut at the Educational Alliance in 
NYC as well as a sold-out run at Don’t Tell 
Mama in 2019.  Over the past fi ve years, she 
has presented her programs at synagogues 
throughout the country as Artist-in-Residence.  
In August 2017, she was one of six singers 

selected as a Senior Cabaret Fellow at the Eugene O’Neill Theater Center.  In 2006, she 
was part of the National Cabaret Convention at Yale University.  Rabbi Zecher also works 
as a background extra for several TV shows, including The Marvelous Mrs. Maisel, Madam 
Secretary and FBI. 

As a rabbi, Rabbi Zecher developed a series of 10 programs that focus on Jewish 
songwriters of the Golden Age of the Great American Songbook as well as Broadway 
Bible, a program that connects beloved show tunes to familiar Bible stories.  She was the 
producer and performer of Warm Up the Winter, a Berkshire, MA community-wide concert. 
She is a graduate of Brandeis University and was ordained by the Hebrew Union College-
Jewish Institute of Religion in New York in 1982, where she also received her Doctor of 
Divinity degree in 2007.  Rabbi Zecher has served congregations in Great Barrington, MA, 
Scarsdale, NY, Washington, DC and Germantown, MD in addition to working as a chaplain 
at American University and Williams College.  

This program is offered in partnership with JUF to serve our community.



PRESIDENT’S M E S S AG E

As the New Year begins, it is imperative that the National Council of Jewish Women reaffirms our 
vision for 2020.  Being an election year, this is our opportunity to influence change and right the many 
wrongs and imbalances that have been enacted in recent years.

Everyone has their own truth and their own vision, greatly influenced by their life experiences.  It will 
never be possible for every individual to accept a universal vision.  That is what makes the human race 
so complicated.  It is both our greatest strength and our greatest weakness.

The National Council of Jewish Women’s vision is inspired by Jewish values.  I like to refer to those 
values as universal values, as I feel the desire for equality, tolerance, love, compassion, dignity, social 
justice, and peace exists in all religions.  It is we, as human beings, who twist these values to support 
our own goals as individuals or as a country under the guise of patriotism.

In the Jewish faith, there exists Tikkun Olam, which encompasses any activity designed to improve the 
world, bringing it closer to the harmonious state for which it was created.  This is a monumental task 
that we all struggle to attain.

Please add your voice to this struggle.  Vote.  Help others to vote.  Support candidates who support 
your values and have the experience and dedication to implement change in a bipartisan manner.  We 
have only ourselves to blame if we allow intolerance, bigotry, self-interest, and hatred to flourish.

Sharon E. Johnson, President of NCJW South Cook Section 
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President’s Message [on p. 2 – include picture of Sharon Johnson]

As the New Year begins, it is imperative that the National Council of Jewish Women 
reaffirms our vision for 2020.  Being an election year, this is our opportunity to 
influence change and right the many wrongs and imbalances that have been enacted 
in recent years.
Everyone has their own truth and their own vision, greatly influenced by their life 
experiences.  It will never be possible for every individual to accept a universal 
vision.  That is what makes the human race so complicated.  It is both our greatest 
strength and our greatest weakness.
The National Council of Jewish Women’s vision is inspired by Jewish values.  I like to 
refer to those values as universal values, as I feel the desire for equality, tolerance, 
love, compassion, dignity, social justice, and peace exists in all religions.  It is we, as 
human beings, who twist these values to support our own goals as individuals or as 
a country under the guise of patriotism.
In the Jewish faith, there exists Tikkun Olam, which encompasses any activity 
designed to improve the world, bringing it closer to the harmonious state for which 
it was created.  This is a monumental task that we all struggle to attain.
Please add your voice to this struggle.  Vote.  Help others to vote.  Support 
candidates who support your values and have the experience and dedication to 
implement change in a bipartisan manner.  We have only ourselves to blame if we 
allow intolerance, bigotry, self-interest, and hatred to flourish.
Sharon E. Johnson, President of NCJW South Cook Section 

[add photos sent separately]
REPRODUCTIVE RIGHTS AND JUSTICE

ROE V. WADE 47 YEARS LATER
To commemorate the 47th anniversary of Roe v. Wade, the Supreme Court decision 
that safeguards women’s reproductive rights, over seventy members and guests 
gathered for an informative, engaging, and energizing evening at the home of Gloria 
and Jeffrey Lippert on January 15. A delicious potluck soup/supper/dessert provided 
the attendees, who represented different organizations, the opportunity to meet and 
mingle.  This was followed by a presentation by Emily Werth of the American Civil 
Liberties Union.  We learned about the current climate and status of abortion along 

This Photo by Unknown Author iicensed under CC BY-

2020 Iris Dreyfuss Award Recipient: 
Debby Pebworth

It is our pleasure to announce that the Iris Dreyfuss committee unanimously selected 
Debby Pebworth to receive the Iris Dreyfuss Award in 2020. Debby has been an active 
member of South Cook NCJW for more than 40 years. She has contributed to many 
facets of our Section, including being a past president (1978-1980). Her passion is 
State Policy Advocacy (SPA) and she oversees our By-laws and policy. She continually 
volunteers for our annual garden walk fundraiser, Camp Quality and honey packing, 
and is an active member attending many programs.   

Debby fondly remembers spending time with Iris on numerous volunteer activities 
and community service projects. Debby, much like Iris, is selfl essly devoted to 
volunteering for what she believes without needing recognition.

We will plan a program to honor Debby and present her with the coveted Iris Dreyfuss 
Award in 2020. 
Bonnie Ribet, Chairperson Iris Dreyfuss Committee
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Reproductive Rights and Justice 
Roe V. Wade 47 Years Later

To commemorate the 47th anniversary of Roe v. Wade, the Supreme 
Court decision that safeguards women’s reproductive rights, over 
seventy members and guests gathered for an informative, engaging, 
and energizing evening at the home of Gloria and Jeffrey Lippert on 
January 15. A delicious potluck soup/supper/dessert provided the 
attendees, who represented different organizations, the opportunity 
to meet and mingle.  This was followed by a presentation by Emily 
Werth of the American Civil Liberties Union.  We learned about the 
current climate and status of abortion along with strategies currently 
being used to protect women’s reproductive rights both in Illinois 
and nationally.

Though abortion is legal throughout our nation, many states have 
passed laws and regulations putting onerous limits on abortion pro-
viders, so that in some states there is only one clinic that provides 
abortions. This makes it very difficult for women to access care due 
to the time and cost of travel.  The anti-choice movement is working 
hard to bring a case to the Supreme Court so that Roe v. Wade can 
be overturned.  This could happen, but probably not for a couple of 
years.  Then, it would be up to the individual states to legislate on 
abortion.  In Illinois, we have the Reproductive Health Act, which was 
signed into law in 2019.  This act establishes the fundamental right 
to reproductive health, including a woman’s right to choose or refuse 
contraception and the right to continue a pregnancy or to have an 
abortion.

We want to thank Gloria and Jeffrey for their gracious hospitality in 
opening their lovely home for this event, as they have for many oth-
ers.  It was a wonderful evening with delicious food, a great speak-
er and great opportunities to network with others in the community 
who are interested in supporting NCJW and reproductive justice.

Debby Pebworth and Ellen Kaplan, NCJW South Cook State Policy Advocates

Cynthia Maddox

Adopt-a-School Project
Today I had a wonderful experience! I read Shel Silverstein’s THE GIV-
ING TREE to a group of first graders at Garfield School in Chicago 
Heights. Garfield is South Cook’s “Adopt-A-School.” Over the years, 
South Cook members have played Scrabble with the kids, listened to 
and encouraged emerging readers, and presented art works “Picture 
Lady” style. Thanks to the generous support of the Dreyfuss family, in 
Iris’ memory, students participated in a wonderful field trip to GSU’s 
Sculpture Garden.  Oh, and thanks to an anonymous donor, on a day 
when snow and plummeting temperatures were predicted, I was able 
to deliver 30 pairs of gloves to warm little fingers. Remember when 
your kids forgot theirs? 
Are you interested in becoming a volunteer? Contact Judy Budrow 
at judybudrow@yahoo.com.  Questions or concerns? Contact me at 
lynnencjw@gmail.com. We both can let you know how you too can 
enjoy this valuable experience. 
Lynne Oberman

Several years ago NCJW South Cook Section donated the 
WELCOMING BENCH to Garfield School in Chicago Heights in 
memory of volunteer extraordinaire, Cynthia Maddox. According 
to Diane Kistovski, Instructional Coach at Garfield, “The bench is 
a staple here. It gets used all the time by parents and students.” 
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2019 South Cook Holiday and Board Meeting

Offi cers and board members of NCJW South Cook Section met at Bergstein’s 

NY Deli to celebrate the holidays and Giving Tuesday with gifts for local or-

ganizations Respond Now and Aunt Martha’s Health and Wellness.  They also 

celebrated Debby Pebworth as she became the newest recipient of the Iris 

Dreyfuss Award. Sheila Katz, recently appointed CEO of NCJW, attended as 

well and spoke to the group with heartfelt enthusiasm.

Shalom Transp� tation
Are you over 55 and need a ride?  Need to get to an activity at night or just don’t want to drive 
somewhere? The South Suburban offi ce of JUF has partnered with GoGo Grandparent to offer 10 rides 
a month, up to 25 miles, for just $2.50 a ride!  How does this work?  Contact Amy Bloomberg at (708) 
249-6086 or amybloomberg@juf.org to get registered and learn the easy program details. This program 
is generously funded by the Albert and Lucille Delighter and Marcella Winston Foundation, a Supporting 
Foundation of the Jewish Federation of Metropolitan Chicago. 

Shalom Transportation

Are you over 55 and need a ride? Need to get to an activity at night or just don't 
want to drive somewhere? The South Suburban office of JUF has partnered with 
GoGo Grandparent to offer 10 rides a month, up to 25 miles, for just $2.50 a 
ride! How does this work? Contact Amy Bloomberg at (708) 249-6086 or 
amybloomberg@juf.org to get registered and learn the easy program details. This 
program is generously funded by the Albert and Lucille Delighter and Marcella 
Winston Foundation, a Supporting Foundation of the Jewish Federation of 
Metropolitan Chicago.

Traveling Players [add photos sent separately]
Staff and students at ECHO school enjoyed the offbeat performance of our merry 
troupe of players.

Pat Arnold (aka Woody) and other Traveling Players recently performed their magic 
at Blue Cap School in Blue Island.

Cynthia Maddox Adopt-a-School [add photos sent separately]
Today I had a wonderful experience!
I read Shel Silverstein’s THE GIVING TREE to a group of first graders at Garfield 
School in Chicago Heights. Garfield is South Cook’s “Adopt-A-School.” Over the years,
South Cook members have played Scrabble with the kids, listened to and 
encouraged emerging readers, and presented art works “Picture Lady” style. Thanks 
to the generous support of the Dreyfuss family, in Iris’ memory, students 
participated in a wonderful field trip to GSU’s Sculpture Garden. Oh, and thanks to 
an anonymous donor, on a day when snow and plummeting temperatures were 
predicted, I was able to deliver 30 pairs of gloves to warm little fingers. Remember 
when your kids forgot theirs?
Are you interested in becoming a volunteer? Contact Judy Budrow. Questions or 
concerns? Contact Lynne Oberman. They both can let you know how you too can 
enjoy this valuable experience.
Lynne Oberman

Are you over 55 and need a ride?  Need to get to an activity at night or just don’t want to drive 
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Iris Dreyfuss Program

On December 17, the Iris Dreyfuss Fund sponsored a fi eld trip to the Homewood Science Academy for the fi fth grade 
students at Glenwood Academy.  The topic was all about glaciers. Clara Deck, a recent graduate from the University of Maine 
with an MS in Earth and Climate Science, explained the topic and gave an informative slide presentation.  The students 
learned about the effect global warming has on the ice.  Afterwards, the excited students did hands-on experiments using 
a product Miss Deck called “glacier goo” to simulate a glacier moving down ramps of various textures. The morning was 
topped off with individual Bundt cakes to enjoy after lunch.  A lot was learned and it was a fun experience. South Cook 
Section thanks Jennifer and David Dreyfuss and their family for their generous support and attending the event.

Traveling Players
Staff and students at ECHO school 
enjoyed the offbeat performance of 
our merry troupe of players. 

Pat Arnold (aka Woody) and other 

Traveling Players recently performed 

their magic at Blue Cap School in Blue 

Island.

June 28, 2020 
10th Annual Southland Community Garden Walk

September 30, 2020 at Idlewild Country Club 
Opening Luncheon and Gift Galleria

October 3, 2021 at Idlewild Country Club 
NCJW South Cook’s 100th Birthday Party

Iris Dreyfuss Program [add photos]
On December 17, the Iris Dreyfuss Fund sponsored a field trip to the Homewood 
Science Academy for the fifth grade students at Glenwood Academy. The topic was 
all about glaciers. Clara Deck, a recent graduate from the University of Maine with 
an MS in Earth and Climate Science, explained the topic and gave an informative
slide presentation. The students learned about the effect global warming has on the 
ice. Afterwards, the excited students did hands-on experiments using a product 
Miss Deck called “glacier goo" to simulate a glacier moving down ramps of various 
textures. The morning was topped off with individual Bundt cakes to enjoy after 
lunch. A lot was learned and it was a fun experience. South Cook Section thanks 
Jennifer and David Dreyfuss and their family for their generous support and 
attending the event.

[add graphics]
~ Save the Dates! ~
10th Annual Southland Community Garden Walk
June 28, 2020

Opening Luncheon and Gift Galleria
September 30, 2020 at Idlewild Country Club

NCJW South Cook’s 100th Birthday Party
October 3, 2021 at Idlewild County Club

Are you looking to do some hands on volunteering?  The JUF South Suburban office 
can use your help!  We are looking for volunteers to help pack and deliver Shabbat 
baskets to community members who are either in the hospital or homebound.  We 
can also use some help with Maot Chitim deliveries for Passover on March 29, 2020.  
Contact Amy Bloomberg at (708) 249-6086 or amybloomberg@juf.org for more 
information.

Are you looking to do some hands on 
volunteering? The JUF South Suburban offi ce 
can use your help! We are looking for volunteers 
to help pack and deliver Shabbat baskets to 
community members who are either in the 
hospital or homebound. We can also use some 
help with Maot Chitim deliveries for Passover 
on March 29, 2020. Contact Amy Bloomberg at 
(708) 249-6086 or amybloomberg@juf.org for 
more information.



Friendship Notes
Sheri Larks is our Friendship Notes 
chair.  She will send notes to 
members observing life cycle events 
for themselves or immediate family 
members, including spouses, parents, 
siblings, children, grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren. Notes are sent for 
births and deaths, speedy recoveries, 
marriages and bar/bat mitzvahs.  

Please let Sheri know... Email her at 
sherbear1229@yahoo.com or call her at 
(708) 798-4992.   

CONGRATULATIONS/MAZEL TOV!
Stephanie Applebaum Son’s wedding
Robin & Keith Frank Birth of grandson
Marta Krengel Birth of grandson 
Jill Perlman Son’s wedding
Carrie Port Brother’s wedding
Rachel Port Davis Brother’s wedding

SPEEDY RECOVERY/THINKING OF YOU
Ilene Banach Husband
Margaret Dantico Husband 
Betti and Neal Goldberg Daughter 
Bonnie Mosbacher
Shana Goldberg Perellis
Leslie Sigale Daughter 
Allison Stern Brother
Michelle Stern Son
Debbie Weinstein
Helen Wolkow
Risa Graff

CONDOLENCES
Robin & Keith Frank Father, Father
 -in-law
Beryl & Jay Heiferman Mother, Mother 
 -in-law
Sharon Kroopkin Brother-in-law
Irene Newman Mother
Sherrie Rosen Father
Barbara Zoline Daughter-in- law

  Book Clubs

SOUTH SUBURBAN BOOK CLUB 

The South Suburban Book Club meets on the first Thursday of 
each month. Please join us at 7:30 PM. Books are available at the 
Flossmoor Library’s circulation desk. For information call Peggy 
Butler at (708) 799-3355 or e-mail her at annabellelake@gmail.com.

  Directory Updates
Please let Debra Borodkin know of updates to the Directory by emailing 
them to dbbbor@sbcglobal.net or calling her at (708) 798-8049. If she’s not 
home, please leave a message with your changes.

TRIBUTES
Express your good wishes or condolences and support NCJW projects 
by purchasing NCJW Tribute cards.
To purchase or send a tribute, please contact Bonnie Mosbacher at 
(708) 342-6275 or bmoss1121@yahoo.com.

Welcome to our New 
Member!

Barbara Dutton
9153 Charrington
Frankfort, IL 60423
Duttonlaw@aol.com
cell: 708.917.9601

New Addresses:

Heather Mallon Dobos
1750 S. League City 
Pkwy, Apt 928 
League City, TX 77573

Cynthia Greenman
Coldwell Banker
21000 S. Frankfort 
Square Rd. 
Frankfort, IL 60423

Sandra Millman
20 Fox Lane
Palos Park, IL 60464

Judith Palmer
592 Edinburg Lane, Apt C
Prospect Heights, IL 
60070

Harriet Salk
18217 W Maui Lane
Surprise, AZ 85388

Legislative Districts 
Information Corrections 
(pages 18-20):

Senator 15th District: 
Napoleon Harris III
Local Office
1350 E. Sibley Blvd. #403 
Dolton, IL 60419

Senator 40th District:
Patrick Joyce
Local Office
270 Main St. 
Park Forest, IL 60466

Senator 41st District:
John F. Curran
Local Office
105A Capitol Bldg
Springfield, IL 62706

Representative 82nd 
District:
Jim Durkin
Local Office
16W281 83rd St. #C
Burr Ridge, IL 60527

All articles for the next Bulletin should be emailed to 
Beth Lichtenberg at bethlich5@gmail .com by March 15th.
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CHICAGO BOOK CLUB 

For information about joining 
the Chicago Book Club, please 
contact bookclubchicago@
ncjwsouthcook.org.  
New members are always 
welcome!

We mourn the deaths of NCJW Life Members  

GERTRUDE GOLD & MAITA SIMON
We extend our heartfelt condolences to their 
families. May their memories be a blessing.

FEB 6 
The Home For Unwanted Girls
by Joanna Goodman
  Hostess: Nancy Burrows
  Facilitator: Lynne Oberman

MAR 5
The Prague Sonata
by Bradford Morrow
  Hostess: Sharon Johnson
  Facilitator: Pat Arnold

APR 2
The Last Year of the War
by Susan Meissner
  Hostess: Susie Goldberg
  Facilitator: Debra Borodkin



Peggy Eisenstein

Holiday Gift
Project 2020

Once again this year we honored Peggy 
Eisenstein’s memory by donating toys and 
gift cards to babies and toddlers receiving 
services from Aunt Martha’s Health and 
Wellness Center. NCJW board members 
attended South Cook’s annual Chanukah 
holiday dinner laden with toys and gift 
cards, which were much appreciated by Jim 
Caporusso and his staff.

We continued the tradition of adopting 
cottages at Glenwood Academy and fulfilling 
the wish lists of their students.  NCJW 
adopted the Scarborough cottage of 12 girls 
ages 7-11 years old, and Hunter Douglas 
Metals adopted the Peck cottage with 10 
boys ranging in age from 11-14 years. We 
received wish lists from the students and 
diligently shopped to honor their requests 
and make their holidays joyous. This 
culminated with pizza and gift giving parties 
on Thursday, December 19. NCJW members 
and Hunter Douglas employees gathered at 
the cottages and experienced a night full of 
joy for these boys and girls! The excitement 
and screams of happiness as they opened 
their gifts made it a heart-warming event for 
everybody!

NCJW members were charitable to both 
organizations and we appreciate everyone’s 
generosity honoring Peggy’s legacy in 
making the holiday special for less fortunate 
children. 

Bonnie Ribet
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When making reservations, please indicate you wish to 
credit NCJW South Cook with your purchase. 
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FEBRUARY
Feb 4 Board Meeting
Feb 6 South Suburban Book Club
Feb 10 Tu B’Shevat
Feb 15 Night at the Opera at Congregation 
 Beth Israel
Feb 23 You Be the Judge at Am Shalom
Feb 25 Executive Committee Meeting

MARCH
Mar 3 Board Meeting
Mar 5 South Suburban Book Club
Mar 10 Purim
Mar 16 Israeli Affairs Event
Mar 31 Executive Committee Meeting

APRIL
April 2 South Suburban Book Club
April 7 Board Meeting
April 9-16 Passover
April 22 JUF Mini-grant program at Shir Tikvah
April 23-25 NCJW National Convention
April 28 Executive Committee Meeting

NOVEMBER
   $25   Leslie Sigale
  $50   Sharon Lorsch
$100   Jennifer Dreyfuss

DECEMBER
   $25   Robin Frank
  $50   Leslie Sigale
$100   Lynn Gaby

JANUARY
   $25   Flora Alderman
  $50   Gloria Lippert
$100   Larry Burrows

Support our Section through this worthy 
fundraiser.  Purchase as many $10 tickets as you 
like.  Each month from October through May 
three winning tickets will be drawn for $100, 
$50 and $25.  Winning tickets go back in the 

      GO GREEN!

Join your fellow members 
and sign up to receive your 
South Cook Bulletin by email.  
Simply email Cathy Davis at 
kashazi@aol.com and save 
a tree!

      

      GO ONLINE!

NCJW South Cook has a 
website! Check it out www.
ncjwsouthcook.org. You’ll 
fi nd up to date events and 
information and more! Have 
information or an event you’d 
like listed on the website?  
Send your email to website@
ncjwsouthcook.org.

      SOUTH COOK ON 
FACEBOOK

If you would like to post on 
South Cook’s page, please 
contact Sharon Johnson at 
sejohnsonncjw@yahoo.com

NCJW is a grassroots organization of volunteers and advocates who turn progressive ideals into action. Inspired by Jewish values, NCJW strives for
social justice by improving the quality of life for women, children, and families and by safeguarding individual rights and freedoms.

Need information? Visit NCJW South Cook online at www.ncjwsouthcook.org
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pot for the next raffl  e.  You have 24 chances to win each year, with eight 
drawings and three winners each time.  Hot Tix make great gifts too.  They 
are perfect when the occasion calls for “no gifts!”  Contact Anita Lebowitz
at (708) 798-4365 or dlebowitz@sbcglobal.net to purchase tickets.

WINNERS


