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Opening Luncheon and Gift Galleria 2019
On Wednesday, September 25, South Cook Section welcomed Susan Abrams, CEO of the Illinois 
Holocaust and Education Center, as the featured speaker at this year’s Opening Luncheon. South Cook 
members and guests were inspired by the compelling videos and stories she shared (see the following 
article from the Homewood-Flossmoor Chronicle).  

Members and guests also enjoyed Flora Alderman’s special tribute to past president Diane Kessler, who 
passed away a few weeks prior to the event.

South Cook raised funds for its many community service projects through a raffle of local restaurant gift 
cards and hot tix sales. Thank you to all our guests who made donations to the Albine Gerson Layette and 
Cynthia Maddox Adopt-a-School projects.  We also thank our Gift Galleria vendors and shoppers whose 
purchases raised additional funds for these projects. 

We would like to thank the volunteers whose help and contributions made the 2019 Opening Luncheon a 
success: Whitney Finkelstein and Michelle Stern, for creating the amazing “hand” centerpieces for 
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  CHOICE!  
ROE V. WADE 46th Anniversary!        

 
PLEASE JOIN US FOR A STIMULATING DISCUSSION ON REPRODUCTIVE 

RIGHTS AND JUSTICE 
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 15, 2020 

6:30 PM 
NO CHARGE - Salad and Dessert Potluck 

Homewood Science Center, 18022 Dixie Hwy, Homewood 
 

 
 
 
 

Important Dates re Reproductive Rights and Laws in Illinois 
 

• September 2017, Illinois Governor Bruce Rauner signed House Bill 40 into law (designed to expand 
taxpayer subsidized abortions for women covered by Medicaid and state employee insurance).  Prior to 
House Bill 40, abortion rights supporters contended abortion would become illegal in Illinois if the US 
Supreme Court were to overturn Roe v. Wade. 
 

• June 12, 2019, Illinois Governor J.B. Pritzker signs Reproductive Health Act (RHA) SB 25 which 
establishes the fundamental right to reproductive health which includes right to use/refuse 
contraception and the right to continue a pregnancy and give birth or have an abortion. 
 

Even after 46 years, the battle over abortion in Illinois and America is far 
from over! 

 
RSVP to Gloria Lippert, 1415 Braeburn Ave., Flossmoor   

708-798-5771 or glo1415@aol.com by Friday, January 10th.    
Please let Gloria know if you are willing to bring a salad or dessert. 

Emily Werth, Staff Attorney at the American Civil Liberties Union 
(ACLU) of Illinois 

Emily’s work focuses on women’s and reproductive rights.  She is a 2006 
graduate of the University of Chicago and a 2011 graduate of Harvard Law 
School where she was an editor of the Civil Rights – Civil Liberties Law Review. 
 
Emily will present the current climate and status of abortion along with strategies 

designed to protect our reproductive rights both in Illinois and nationally. 
 

NCJW’S

You Be The Judge

On November 3, an enthusiastic crowd 
gathered together at KAM Isaiah Israel 
Temple in Chicago for a dynamic 
workshop on the federal court system.  
This enlightening civic engagement 
training was presented by Courts 
Matter Illinois.

Courts Matter Illinois is a coalition of 
diverse organizations and individuals 
working to ensure a federal judiciary 
comprised of judges committed to 
upholding core constitutional values. 
Core constitutional values include voting 
and civil rights, worker’s rights, freedom 
of speech, the separation of church and 
state, and the right to privacy.

The presentation began with a 
review of our federal court system by 
Victoria Tejeda-Gervais, the Outreach 
Coordinator with Courts Matter Illinois.  
The Supreme Court, Appellate Courts, 
and District Courts were reviewed with 
an explanation of their impact and the 
number of cases they see each year.  
Of thousands of cases, the Supreme 
Court only sees approximately 70-80 
cases in a year!  The remainder are 
decided by the Appellate and District 
court systems.  These court systems 
greatly impact our daily lives!

Continued on Page 3



PRESIDENT’S M E S S AG E

The National Human Trafficking Hotline received 10,949 reports of suspected human trafficking in 
2018 alone. Among U.S. states, most were from California with 1,656 reported cases, followed by 
Texas with 1,000. Florida and New York had 767 and 492 reported cases, respectively.
Sex trafficking was the No. 1 reported type of human trafficking, with 7,859 alleged cases. Labor 
trafficking, the second most reported, trailed behind at 1,249 reported cases. Women were by far the 
most impacted, with 7,126 female victims compared to 1,137 male victims reported.

Still, many cases of human trafficking go unreported. The Global Slavery Index 2018 estimates that on 
any given day in 2016 there were 403,000 people living in conditions of modern slavery in the United 
States, a prevalence of 1.3 victims of modern slavery for every thousand in the country. 

Every time I hear or read statistics such as these, I am appalled that such conditions continue to exist 
in our great country.  We have many problems to conquer, but I cannot think of anything more vile than 
to be living in a country that symbolizes liberty and personal freedoms and to have those withheld 
from you.  The right to choose, the right to govern oneself, is the very basic need upon which all other 
needs build.

We need to open our eyes and be aware of slavery in all its forms.  Slavery does exist in our country 
and in our communities.  Be the eyes and ears of freedom.  Report any suspicious behavior.  Look 
outside yourself and your daily routines and struggles to aid those who are lacking this fundamental 
right to freedom.  

A great resource for learning more about human trafficking and how you can help is this website under 
the U.S. Department of State: https://www.state.gov/bureaus-offices/under-secretary-for-civilian-
security-democracy-and-human-rights/office-to-monitor-and-combat-trafficking-in-persons/  

It includes a section titled:  15 Ways You Can Help Fight Human Trafficking. If you are in the 
United States and believe someone may be a victim of human trafficking, report your suspicions to 
law enforcement by calling 911 or the 24-hour National Human Trafficking Hotline line at 1-888-
373-7888. Trafficking victims, including undocumented individuals, are eligible for services and 
immigration assistance.

We need to continue our fight against trafficking in all its forms and support those organizations that 
join us in this battle. Unfortunately, many immigrants find themselves forced into a life of slavery. 
National Council of Jewish Women has certainly made this a priority as our Mission states we strive for 
social justice by improving the quality of life for women, children, and families and by safeguarding 
individual rights and freedoms.  

Sharon E. Johnson, President of NCJW South Cook Section 
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Thank You from the Family of Diane KesslerThank You from the Family of Diane Kessler
We are so grateful to the large and extended family of NCJW’s South Cook section, who reached 
out in great numbers to share their love, support and heartfelt memories of Diane.  It warmed our 
hearts to learn of the incredible ways she impacted the lives of so many.  She loved NCJW, especially 
the South Cook section, where she grew her wings that eventually took her to the National Board of 
NCJW.  Although our hearts are broken, we know that her legacy will live on forever.  

With much love and appreciation, The Kessler – Kosmin Family

NCJW South Cook expresses its appreciation to the Kessler – Kosmin Family 
for their generous donation in honor of Diane Kessler.
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You Be The Judge
Continued from Page 1

All attendees were invited to:
     • Play the part of a federal judge on a panel
     • Deliberate and decide actual cases (in this  
        workshop, religious rights and voting 
        rights cases)
     • Discuss the cases in detail facilitated by 
        local legal experts

Divided into groups of eight, spirited discussions ensued with each 
group coming to a unanimous or split decision on their case.  The 
actual court rulings were then presented by: Lauren Raphael, a 
law clerk to the Honorable Ilana Diamond Rovner on the United 
States Court of Appeals for the Seventh Circuit for the past 17 
years, and the Honorable Bernetta D. Bush (Judge ret.) who served 
as a Judge for the Circuit Court of Cook County for 16 years and 
currently serves as an Arbitrator/ Mediator with JAMS (Judicial 
Arbitration and Mediation Services).

Extremely interesting and sometimes surprising decisions were 
revealed which sparked even more discussion and debate.
Partners in presenting this workshop were:
     • National Council of Jewish Women (NCJW) 
        North Shore Section
     • National Council of Jewish Women (NCJW) 
       South Cook Section
     • KAM Isaiah Israel
     • League of Women Voters

It is imperative that our country maintain a judicial nominating 
and confirmation process that respects the core values of our 
constitution and appoints diverse and well-qualified judges.  Every 
citizen of the United States has a right to and should demand 
“Equal Justice Under Law”!
Watch for information on future workshops.
You Be The Judge was funded by an NCJW BenchMark mini grant.

Sharon Johnson, President of NCJW South Cook Section



Keeping Faith: Sisters of Story

On October 16, NCJW South Cook Section presented, in 
partnership with the Jewish United Fund, an evening of 
interfaith storytelling at Shir Tikvah with over 60 attendees.  
The storytellers included Muslim, Christian, and Jewish women 
relating personal stories of life and its challenges.

“We need to come together and decide who we 
are going to be as a community and as a nation 
and how we are allowing our story to be told.”

Rohina Malik (Muslim), Kim Schultz (Christian), Susan Stone 
(Jewish), along with their exceptional musician, Lucia Thomas, 
mesmerized their audience with their humor, pathos, and talent.

It was truly a fabulous evening of heart-felt storytelling 
accompanied by beautiful music.  These three women embody 
the spirit of universal understanding and acceptance among 
all people.  We are all part of humanity and our similarities do 
outweigh our differences.  The personal stories shared with us 
made this so evident in an eloquent, charming, and sometimes 
frightening way.  There was a sense of unity and peace at the 
end of the program.

I’d like to thank Susan Bayer and Debra Borodkin for their 
invaluable help with this event. As always, they go above and 
beyond what is required!  Kudos to all the wonderful NCJW 
ladies who provided baked goods for the reception after the 
performance and a grateful thank you to Shir Tikvah and their 
employees for being the perfect host and meeting our every 
need graciously.

For those of you who were unable to attend, I urge you to 
visit their website, https://sistersofstory.weebly.com, to learn 
more about this fascinating group and of the performers 
as individuals.  If you have a connection with any religious 
establishment, high school, college, university or any group, 
I would highly recommend this program for its ability to offer 
understanding and acceptance between religions and cultures.

NCJW SOUTH COOK presents

Thank you to everyone who attended!  The conversations I heard and the feedback 
received proved this to be a highly successful event in harmony with the goals of 
the National Council of Jewish Women.
Sharon Johnson, President, NCJW South Cook Section
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the tables; Lynn Gaby, Betti Goldberg and Sue Kluger, for coordinating another successful Gift Galleria; Carrie Tenny, for collecting RSVP’s, 
managing seating arrangements, preparing nametags, and attending to food and special dietary requests, as well as organizing the 
distribution of directories; Debra Borodkin and Gloria Lippert, for assembling the directories; Gloria Lippert, for showcasing NCJW’s projects 
and making us so proud of our organization; Jennifer Dreyfuss for her behind-the-scenes assistance; Susie Goldberg, for selling raffle tickets 
and Anita Lebowitz for selling hot tix; our Section’s Board Members, who always help with last minute assistance, and finally, to our members, 
whose attendance and enthusiasm make this event so gratifying.  

Beth Lichtenberg and Jody Markus, co-chairs

The following article on South Cook’s Opening Luncheon appeared in the Homewood-Flossmoor Chronicle, written by Carole Sharwanko on October 7, 2019.
Nearing its 100th anniversary as a volunteer and community action organization, the South Cook Section of the National Council of Jewish Women recently 
hosted its Opening Luncheon.

As the group nears its centennial birthday, its president stressed the organization’s inclusivity and its desire to be more relevant than ever.
About 125 guests gathered at Idlewild Country Club in Flossmoor on Sept. 25 to enjoy NCJW’s annual kickoff event, which featured vendors, donation 
opportunities and a presentation by Susan L. Abrams, CEO of the Illinois Holocaust Museum & Education Center.

Opening Luncheon and 
Gift Galleria 2019

Continued from Page 1

The longstanding opening event began as a fashion show, according to past president and informal 
NCJW historian Gloria Lippert. Several years ago the group decided to change the format. “We wanted 
something meatier, so we started inviting interesting speakers,” Lippert said. Speakers have included 
those discussing Jewish issues and culture, along with others who were engaged to discuss social issues 
and public advocacy.
 
NCJW South Cook Section supports a number of charitable efforts through financial donations and 
volunteer action. Members of the group volunteer one day per year at Camp Quality, a weeklong 
getaway for children who have cancer, taking place at Camp Manitoqua in Frankfort. One of NCJW 
South Cook Section’s longest running programs is the Elyse Bell Traveling Players, a group of 
members who dress up as characters and perform original plays for children with special needs. For 
years, the group has also actively supported a number of other south suburban nonprofit organizations, 
including South Suburban Family Shelter in Homewood, Respond Now in Chicago Heights, Aunt 
Martha’s based in Olympia Fields, and Crisis Center for South Suburbia in Tinley Park.
 
The afternoon’s program began by honoring the memory of Diane Kessler, a past group president and 
well known local volunteer and activist who died in August.
 
Abrams, of the Illinois Holocaust Museum, told guests about the Skokie education center and its 
mission of memorializing historical horrors while fighting modern-day expressions of hate and 
violence. 
 
As they sat around centerpieces featuring plaster casts of hands that “held” globe balloons, Abrams 
encouraged the guests to “be an upstander instead of a bystander.” One member of the crowd asked 
Abrams about Holocaust deniers, and how the museum deals with these individuals who promote a 
theory that the mass annihilation of millions of Jews during World War II never actually took place. 
Abrams said the museum actively works to combat hate through education and advocacy. Its Teaching 
Trunk program allows schools and civic organizations to borrow toolkits containing age-appropriate 
materials teaching about tolerance and the history of hate.
 
Each guest to the luncheon received a coupon for one free admission to the museum, where upcoming 
exhibits include an exhibit of clandestine photos taken during the Holocaust and an exhibit about 
Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg. 
 
NCJW South Cook Section announced a donation to the museum.
 
After the presentation, NCJW South Cook president Sharon Johnson said that while the organization 
is rooted in Jewish values, members — about 500 locally and more than 90,000 nationwide — are not 
all of the Jewish faith. “This is an all-inclusive group. It’s an organization geared toward improving life 
for women, families and the community at large,” Johnson said. “I’m not Jewish, but Jewish values are 
human values. The Jewish central value system is something we don’t want to lose track of, but we’re 
open to all people.” 

Right now, the group is considering hosting a focus group to find out what types of programming 
will most attract younger women to become involved. Johnson said these could be programs such as 
juggling work and home, school bullying, and more.
 
“If we get input from these women, we can tailor programs to them,” she said. “We want to make our 
projects engaging for volunteers and fulfilling for the community.”
 
Johnson said membership is open to people of different faiths, ethnicities and gender and sexual 
orientations. They look for people who have a passion for community advocacy and action, and want to 
connect with others who are like-minded.
 
“If you agree with the things we support and the ideas we have about advocacy and safeguarding 
individual rights and freedoms, consider joining us,” she said.
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Friendship Notes
Sheri Larks is our Friendship Notes 

chair.  She will send notes to 

members observing life cycle events 

for themselves or immediate family 

members, including spouses, parents, 

siblings, children, grandchildren and 

great-grandchildren. Notes are sent for 

births and deaths, speedy recoveries, 

marriages and bar/bat mitzvahs.  

Please let Sheri know... Email her at 

sherbear1229@yahoo.com or call her at 

(708) 798-4992.   

CONGRATULATIONS/MAZEL TOV!
Dr. Stephanie Applebaum - son’s wedding
Lois Fine - birth of great-granddaughter 
Stephanie Fine-Roughton - birth of 
daughter
Robin & Keith Frank - birth of grandson
Betti and Neal Goldberg - daughter’s 
wedding
Liza Goldberg - wedding
Drs. Marcie Hass and Scott Hite - son’s 
wedding
Jill Perlman - son’s wedding

Carrie and Jerry Tenny - birth of grandson

SPEEDY RECOVERY
Ilene Banach - husband
Tracy Brown
Lois Fine - great-grandson
Stephanie Fine-Roughton - son
Steven Horowitz - wife
Frima Margolin
Gwen Nodiff

Phyllis Stein - Daughter

CONDOLENCES
Robin & Keith Frank - father
Debbie Geren - father 
Gwen Nodiff - mother
Elaine Reitmeister - son
Rita Sachs - brother-in-law
Yvonne “Cissie” Sirota - husband

  Book Clubs

SOUTH SUBURBAN 
BOOK CLUB 

The South Suburban Book 
Club meets on the first 
Thursday of each month. 
Please join us at 7:30 PM. 
Books are available at 
the Flossmoor Library’s 
circulation desk. For 
information call Peggy 
Butler at (708) 799-
3355 or e-mail her at 
annabellelake@gmail.com.

DEC 12 
THE CLOCK DANCE 
by Anne Tyler
  Hostess: Peggy Butler  
  Facilitator: Pat Arnold

JAN 9
A SPARK OF LIGHT
by Jodi Pecoult

  Directory Delivery & Updates
NCJW South Cook Section’s 2019-2020 directories are ready for delivery.  If 
you live out of the south suburban area and would like a directory mailed to 
you, please contact Carrie Tenny at jctenny@sbcglobal.net or call/text her at 
(708) 525-9535. 

Please let Debra Borodkin know of updates to the Directory by emailing 
them to dbbbor@sbcglobal.net or calling her at (708) 798-8049. If she’s not 
home, please leave a message with your changes.

TRIBUTES
Express your good wishes or condolences 
and support NCJW projects by 
purchasing NCJW Tribute cards.
To purchase or send a tribute, please 
contact Bonnie Mosbacher at (708) 342-
6275 or bmoss1121@yahoo.com.

Welcome New 
Member!

Isa Gloger
507 Strieff Lane
Glenwood, IL 60425
(708) 710-2374
isaj56@aol.com

Updates:
Francine Brown
Remove telephone #

Susan Johnson
Corrected cell number: 
(708) 975-5548

Vicki Meilach
4545 W. Touhy Ave, #220
Lincolnwood, IL 60712
home:  (847) 983-8304

Joan Rosenblatt
New email: richieblatt@
gmail.com

Carol Saidel
Remove address
No forwarding address 
at moment

Rita Sachs
Correction to address: 
19249 Riegel Road

Priscilla Sutker
1N574 Golf View Lane
Winfield, IL 60190
Remove home telephone #

Save the Date!

NCJW National 
Convention 2020

April 23-25
CHICAGO

All articles for the next Bulletin should be emailed to 
Beth Lichtenberg at bethlich5@gmail .com by January 15th.
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CHICAGO BOOK CLUB 

For information about joining the Chicago Book Club, please 
contact bookclubchicago@ncjwsouthcook.org.  
New members are always welcome!

We mourn the death of NCJW Life Member 

GERTRUDE GOLD
We extend our heartfelt condolences to 

her family. May her memory be a blessing.



Peggy Eisenstein

Holiday Gift
PROJECT 2019

Once again, this year we are supporting the 
Peggy Eisenstein Holiday Gift Project by 
supporting the Aunt Martha’s Health and 
Wellness center and adopting a cottage 
of girls at Glenwood Academy. For Aunt 
Martha’s, we will collect new toys for children 
ages 6 months to 2 years old, and $25 Target 
gift cards for young children in foster care. 
This program is named for Peggy Eisenstein 
who chaired this program with Jennifer 
Dreyfuss for many years. Peggy took pride in 
knowing that all the children at Aunt Martha’s 
group homes and in foster care celebrated 
the holidays with gifts they requested. 

Please keep this tradition alive by donating 
to this worthy cause. Feel free to call or 
email Bonnie Ribet at (708) 212-6366 or 
frogmom3@aol.com to arrange the drop-off 
of gifts by Thursday, December 5.   If you 
are attending the board meeting/dinner on 
December 3, she would be happy to collect 
gifts and cards that evening. Now that 
Bonnie is living in the city, Gloria Lippert has 
graciously offered to accept donations at her 
home at 1415 Braeburn, Flossmoor. You can 
leave items in her mudroom.

We will also share the holidays with students 
at Glenwood Academy. We will adopt a 
cottage of ten girls who will be submitting 
their holiday wish lists to us. There will be 
a gift giving and pizza party at the girls’ 
cottage (date and time TBD). An e-blast and 
post on NCJW South Cook’s website of the 
wish lists and party information will be made 
as soon as they are available. You can also 
email or call Bonnie and she will be happy to 
help you choose a gift to buy. If you prefer, 
you can make a monetary donation and 
NCJW women will purchase the gifts. It is 
rewarding to attend and see the smiles and 
joy that we bring to the Glenwood Academy 
students. Please contact Bonnie for more 
information.

Bonnie Ribet

Illinois State Policy Advocacy Update 
Violence Prevention In Illinois
The Firearm Restraining Order Act was passed into law 
this year due in great part to the lobbying of a coalition of 
gun safety advocates, one of which is the National Council 
of Jewish Women South Cook Section.  Most Illinoisans are 
not aware of this new law, so our Section is publicizing this 
information.

A Firearm Restraining Order (FRO) is a civil court order 
issued by a judge that temporarily prohibits a person in crisis 
from possessing or purchasing firearms.  The FRO requires 
temporary removal of guns from the subject of the order 
and prohibits new purchases for the duration of the order.  
This creates safer circumstances for the individual (to seek 
treatment, stabilize their behavior, or access resources to 
address the underlying causes of their dangerous behaviors) 
as well as the public. An Emergency FRO can last up to 14 
days, while a Six-Month FRO can last up to six months (and 
can be renewed beyond that) after a court hearing is held.

FROs are available to family members, including spouses, 
parents, siblings, children, step-children, or roommates, 
as well as law enforcement.  If you think there is a strong 
likelihood that a family member or roommate would harm 
themselves or others, you may petition for an FRO.  You 
may also contact your local sheriff or police department to 
inform them of an unsafe situation. Petitioning for an FRO 
does not involve a legal complaint and does not prevent 
you from seeking any other available legal options. You 
may request a petition from your local Superior Court or 
download one online at SpeakforsafetyIl.org.  The petition 
must be submitted to the Circuit Court in the county where 
the respondent (the person to be served) lives.  Circuit Court 
Clerks are required to assist you with this process, free of 
charge.  If the judge issues a FRO, local law enforcement will 
serve the order and remove weapons from the home and 
prohibit new purchases for the duration of the order.

Ellen Kaplan and Debby Pebworth, NCJW South Cook 
Illinois State Policy Advocates
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Chicago Southland International Film Festival
NCJW South Cook members enjoy “Who Will Write Our 
History” at the Chicago Southland International Film Festival 
presented by Governors State University.
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NOVEMBER
Nov 26 Executive Committee Meeting

DECEMBER
Dec 3 Board Meeting/Dinner
Dec 12 South Suburban Book Club
Dec 19 Chicago Book Club
Dec 22 Chanukah
Dec 31 Executive Committee Meeting Canceled

JANUARY
Jan 7 Board Meeting
Jan 9 South Suburban Book Club
Jan 15 Roe v Wade Event
Jan 16 Chicago Book Club
Jan 28 Executive Committee Meeting

FEBRUARY
Feb 4 Board Meeting
Feb 6 South Suburban Book Club
Feb 13 Chicago Book Club
Feb 25 Executive Committee Meeting

SEPTEMBER WINNERS

   $25   Amy Schneider
  $50   Danielle Snedden
$100   Jamie Benovic

OCTOBER WINNERS

   $25   Sheri Larks
  $50   Betti Goldberg
$100   Jamie Benovic

Support our Section through this worthy 

fundraiser.  Purchase as many $10 tickets as 

you like.  Each month from October through 

May three winning tickets will be drawn 

for $100, $50 and $25.  Winning tickets go 

back in the pot for the next raffle.  You have 

24 chances to win each year, with eight 

drawings and three winners each time.  Hot 

Tix make great gifts too.  They are perfect 

when the occasion calls for “no gifts!”  

Contact Anita Lebowitz at (708) 798-4365 

or dlebowitz@sbcglobal.net to purchase 

tickets.

      GO GREEN!

Join your fellow members 
and sign up to receive your 
South Cook Bulletin by email.  
Simply email Cathy Davis at 
kashazi@aol.com and save 

a tree!

      

      GO ONLINE!

NCJW South Cook has a 
website! Check it out www.
ncjwsouthcook.org. You’ll 
find up to date events and 
information and more! Have 
information or an event you’d 
like listed on the website?  
Send your email to website@
ncjwsouthcook.org.

      FACEBOOK

South Cook Section now has 
a current Facebook page. 
If you would like to post on 
South Cook’s page, please 
contact Sharon Johnson at 
sejohnsonncjw@yahoo.com.

NCJW is a grassroots organization of volunteers and advocates who turn progressive ideals into action. Inspired by Jewish values, NCJW strives for
social justice by improving the quality of life for women, children, and families and by safeguarding individual rights and freedoms.

Need information? Visit NCJW South Cook online at www.ncjwsouthcook.org
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