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NCJW is a grassroots organization of volunteers and advocates who turn 
progressive ideals into action. Inspired by Jewish values, NCJW strives 
for social justice by improving the quality of life for women, children, 
and families and by safeguarding individual rights and freedoms. 
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with Guest Speaker
Susan Abrams

Chief Executive Offi cer
Illinois Holocaust Museum & Education Center
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WITH GUEST SPEAKER

Susan Abrams 
Chief Executive Officer
Illinois Holocaust Museum & Education 
Center

HOURS: 10AM-NOON AND 2-3PM 

Gift Galleria 
There are exciting vendors selling a huge variety of goods. Twenty 
percent of every transaction is donated back to NCJW and supports 
our community services. Everyone wins!

Susan Abrams was appointed CEO of Illinois 
Holocaust Museum & Education Center 
in April 2014, with more than 25 years of 
nonprofit, for-profit, and business management 
experience. Under Susan’s leadership, the 
Museum is leading globally in Holocaust 
and museum education, recently opening 
the groundbreaking fourgallery permanent 
exhibition, the Take a Stand Center, including 
the interactive, holographic Abe & Ida Cooper 
Survivor Stories Experience. To support this 
new exhibition and other Museum goals, with 
Abrams’ leadership the Museum launched in 
2015 and completed in 2017 its $30 million 
Commit to the Future Capital Campaign.

Susan was recognized as Innovator of the Year 
and Executive of the Year (Stevie Awards for 
Women in Business, 2016) and as an Influential 
Woman in Business (Daily Herald Business 
Ledger, 2017), and under her leadership, the 
Museum was recognized as Leader Institution 
of the Year (Illinois Association of Museums, 
2016) and received a 2017 National Medal from 
the Institute of Museum and Library Services, 
the nation’s highest honor for a museum. In 
2018, the Museum received the prestigious 
Media and Technology GOLD Muse Award 
(American Association of Museums) for its Abe 
& Ida Cooper Survivor Stories Experience. 

Susan previously served as the COO for 
JCC Chicago where she oversaw the $34 
million organization’s businesses, executed 
at over 30 Chicagoland locations. Susan has 
held leadership positions at Northwestern 
University and Chicago Children’s Museum, 
where she was instrumental in the planning Questions?  

Please contact Beth Lichtenberg at bethlich5@gmail.com or Jody 
Markus at jodyann37@aol.com

September 25, 2019
10 AM  |  Idlewild Country Club

Susan Abrams was appointed CEO of Illinois Holocaust 
Museum & Education Center in April 2014, with more 
than 25 years of nonprofit, for-profit, and business 
management experience. Under Susan’s leadership, the 
Museum is leading globally in Holocaust and museum 
education, recently opening the groundbreaking four-
gallery permanent exhibition, the Take a Stand Center, 
including the interactive, holographic Abe & Ida Cooper 
Survivor Stories Experience. To support this new exhibition 
and other Museum goals, with Abrams’ leadership the Museum launched in 2015 and 
completed in 2017 its $30 million Commit to the Future Capital Campaign. 
Susan was recognized as Innovator of the Year and Executive of the Year (Stevie 
Awards for Women in Business, 2016) and as an Influential Woman in Business (Daily 
Herald Business Ledger, 2017), and under her leadership, the Museum was recognized 
as Leader Institution of the Year (Illinois Association of Museums, 2016) and received a 
2017 National Medal from the Institute of Museum and Library Services, the nation’s 
highest honor for a museum. In 2018, the Museum received the prestigious Media and 
Technology GOLD Muse Award (American Association of Museums) for its Abe & Ida 
Cooper Survivor Stories Experience. 
Susan previously served as the COO for JCC Chicago where she oversaw the $34 
million organization’s businesses, executed at over 30 Chicagoland locations. Susan 
has held leadership positions at Northwestern University and Chicago Children’s 
Museum, where she was instrumental in the planning and execution of the museum’s 
move to Navy Pier. She also has worked as a consultant at McKinsey & Company and 
an analyst at Goldman Sachs.  
Ms. Abrams holds an MBA degree from Northwestern University’s Kellogg School 
of Management where she was an Austin Scholar and an Ardis Krainik Scholar, a 
BSE from the Wharton School and a BA from the College of Arts & Sciences at the 
University of Pennsylvania where she was a Benjamin Franklin Scholar. She is the 
author of The New Success Rules for Women: 10 Surefire Strategies for Reaching Your 
Career Goals (Random House, 2000) and regularly speaks to students, alumni, and 
professional women’s groups on related topics. 
Abrams serves, through the Governor’s appointment, on the Illinois Holocaust and 
Genocide Commission. She is a member of The Chicago Network and C100, which 
connects leading Northwestern alumnae to female students, graduates and the 
University to further the advancement of Northwestern women. Abrams previously 
was a member of the Chicago Children’s Museum Board of Directors, the Board of 
Advisors for Kellogg’s Center for Nonprofit Management, and the Board of Directors 
and Board of Advisors for Leadership Illinois, for which she was in the Class of 1997. 

Please show your support for two of NCJW’s community service 
projects, Albine Gerson Layette Project and Cynthia Maddox Adopt-A-
School, by bringing any of the following items with you to the luncheon: 

  hooded towels 
  receiving blankets 
  snowsuits for children up  

     to age 18 months 
  dry erase markers 
  crayons 
  markers 
  glue sticks 

  colored pencils
  poster paint
  sidewalk chalk
  new or gently used books for K-8
  playground balls
  jump ropes
  Box Tops for Education coupons

There are exciting vendors selling a huge variety of goods. Twenty per-
cent of every transaction is donated back to NCJW and supports our 
community services. Everyone wins! 

Grilled salmon served over mixed greens with grilled asparagus,  
roasted peppers and artichokes with Paris dressing

Teriyaki chicken served over bed of greens with Asian vegetables  
and grilled pineapple with sesame ginger dressing

Florentine stuffed shells filled with spinach and ricotta  
and side salad with Paris dressing

Please select your entree on response card. 

✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯

✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯

✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯

Please join us for this exciting event!

GUEST SPEAKERSupport NCJW’S Community Services

GIFT GALLERIA

YOU MAY CHOOSE YOUR ENTREE FROM THE FOLLOWING CHOICES

• hooded towels

• receiving blankets

• dry erase markers

• crayons

• markers

• glue sticks 

• colored pencils

• poster paint

• sidewalk chalk

• new or gently used 
books for K-8

• playground balls

• jump ropes

• Box Tops for 
Education coupons

• snowsuits for 
children up to age 
18 months

Please show your support for two of NCJW’s community service 
projects, Albine Gerson Layette Project and Cynthia Maddox 
Adopt-ASchool,by bringing any of the following items with you to 
the luncheon:

Continued on page 9
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SPEAK UP 

“The time has come for all of us, from every part of the political spectrum, to reclaim 
America’s proud heritage by saying no to division and hate and by participating actively in 
our democracy on behalf of the common good.” 

         - Madeleine Albright

Today, more than ever, we need to heed the words “Never Again,” not just as a slogan, but 
as a call to arms to defend our freedoms.  The question is not “who will fight for me,” but 
what can I do to support individual rights and freedoms?

The current obstruction and attacks on those rights and freedoms can happen very slowly, 
as though you hardly feel or notice them.  A small loss here, another loss, then another, and 
pretty soon those losses build a platform of discrimination and tyranny. 

We’ve seen it happen before.  “I can live with that, or that won’t be so bad” until the day 
you realize what you have lost and how hard it will be to regain those rights.

Support those who share in your belief that the United States of America stands for 
religious freedom and people’s individual right to live their lives in peace.  My views should 
never dictate and limit your rights, just as yours should not infringe on my rights.  Use the 
ballot box to make sure our representatives have the rights of all citizens as their priority, 
not only those with wealth and influence.

Vote, call your Senator or Representative, attend a rally, donate your time and/or money to 
an organization you believe in, become knowledgeable by using varied sources of news and 
information, but above all, while you still have a voice in your government, SPEAK UP! 

Sharon E. Johnson
President of NCJW South Cook Section 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE  
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PLANNED PARENTHOOD IN FLOSSMOOR

In order to learn more about Planned Parenthood and its role in our community, we, along with our 
president, Sharon Johnson, attended the South Suburbs Repro Rights Organizing Meeting at Planned 
Parenthood in Flossmoor.  This is a coalition of local groups that are advocating for reproductive justice.

Planned Parenthood of Illinois is a 501(c) 3 non-profit corporation whose mission statement reads:

Planned Parenthood of Illinois is the leader in providing and promoting compassionate, comprehensive, 
reproductive health care, education, and rights.

Planned Parenthood also has an advocacy arm called Planned Parenthood Illinois Action, which is a 501(c) 4 
nonprofit corporation that does political advocacy and supports candidates.

There are seventeen Planned Parenthood centers in Illinois.  All provide hormone replacement therapy, ten 
provide abortions, and one provides vasectomy care.  In addition, the following services are provided: 

• acne services
• cervical cancer screening
• clinical breast exam
• comprehensive birth control counseling and 

services
• pre-exposure (PrEP) for HIV prevention
• pregnancy testing and options counseling

On July 1, 2019, Illinois Planned Parenthood 
announced that it will decline Title X federal grant money (which provides for birth control for poor people) 
to avoid the ‘gag rule’ on abortions. This new regulation states that clinics that participate in Title X cannot 
discuss or recommend abortion. This matter has been tied up in court, but a federal appeals court ruled in 
June that the regulations temporarily can take effect while litigation proceeds.

There are three different ways to volunteer at Flossmoor Planned Parenthood: manning a booth in the 
center, clinic escorter, and voter registration. Please contact
us if you are interested in volunteering.

Ellen Kaplan and Debby Pebworth
NCJW South Cook Illinois State Policy Advocates

ILLINOIS STATE POLICY ADVOCACY UPDATE

WE NOTE WITH DEEPEST REGRET AND ADMIRATION 
the passing of Diane Kessler, South Cook President (1974-76), first South Cook Hannah G. 
Solomon Award recipient (1981), NCJW National Board Member (1981-85), Special Volunteer 
Award recipient (1999), Iris Dreyfuss Volunteer Recognition Award recipient (2000), trusted 
advisor and compassionate friend. 

Diane represented all the ideals and strengths that are the founding principles of the 
National Council of Jewish Women. In addition to receiving NCJW honors, Diane also served 
her community in many other ways:  Chair of the Illinois State Public Affairs Committee, 

Continued on next page

• sexual health education
• sti testing and treatment
• transgender hormone therapy and psycho-social 

support services
• urinary tract infection screening
• vaccinations for Hepatitis A and B, and Gardasil 

(HPV vaccine)
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On Monday, August 5, NCJW South Cook Section provided 
lunch for the Camp Quality campers and counselors at 
Camp Manitoqua in Frankfort. Over 80 campers, ranging in 
age from 7 to 17, enjoyed a hearty lunch on a beautiful day.

An art project to wear at their “Hawaiian Luau” was 
provided on Friday morning, August 9.  Thank you to Lynn 
Brown and Sharon Johnson (art project leader), who had 
a great time helping the campers create colorful Hawaiian 
leis.

A warm thank you to all the lunch brigade workers: 
Susie Goldberg (chair), Evelyn Rosen, Marianne Switt, 
Debby Pebworth, Leslie Sigale and Mandy 
Sigale, Pat Arnold, Laura Eisenwasser, Ellen 
Freedman, Gloria Lippert, Judy Budrow, 
Bonnie Mosbacher, Sharon Johnson and 
Debra Borodkin.

A very special thank you to Bergstein’s 
NY Delicatessen in Chicago Heights for 
donating the lunch food and Aldi’s for 
providing hoagie buns.

Everyone who participates agrees that this 
is one of the most fun days of the year for 
NCJW volunteers!  Volunteer next year and 
have one of the most rewarding experiences ever!  

Susie Goldberg, Chairperson, Camp Quality event
Sharon Johnson, Art Project Leader

Camp Quality & 
NCJW South Cook 2019

Keeping Faith: Sisters of  Story, 
An Evening of  Storytelling by 
Jewish, Muslim, and Christian 
Women.
Wednesday, October 16, 2019

Location:  Shir Tikvah, Homewood, IL
Further details TBA

"Gather together to honor our similarities, 
rather than our differences."

School Board Member of District 161, Executive 
Committee member of South Suburban Family 
Shelter, Chair of the Steering Committee of the 
Illinois Women’s Agenda, Advising Committee 
member for the Illinois White House Conference 
of Families, Illinois Coalition Against Domestic 
Violence member, Board member of the League of 
Women Voters, Board member of the Illinois Women’s 
Political Caucus, and Legal Aide to Illinois State 
Representative Terry Steczo.

A remarkable woman!

We will not see her like again.

Continued from previous page
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On Sunday, June 30, 2019, the Southland community gathered to 
tour eight unique and wonderfully surprising gardens.  We went 
from Crete to Park Forest, from Chicago Heights to Homewood, 
and finally to Flossmoor.  Some gardens were natural and more 
free style, while others felt more manicured.  There were annuals, 
perennials, interesting trees and shrubs. A few gardeners were 
growing vegetables.  In one garden, we were surprised to find a 
small creek planted right between the patio and the driveway.  
Another was a veritable tropical garden, complete with a number 
of interesting water features.  All of this year’s gardens were 
designed, implemented, and maintained by the gardeners!  Once 
again, we had fabulous Master Gardeners/Garden Consultants 
volunteering their time to interpret what we were seeing and 
answer our many questions.

Although the weather was quite warm, and, rainstorms blew in 
during the last hour of the walk, everyone raved that this walk was 
one of our BEST!!  Most importantly, while raising important funds 
for Aunt Martha’s, Respond Now, and NCJW, this event continues 
to showcase the creativity, hard work, and pride of our neighbors 
who are amazing gardeners, and the beauty of our Southland area.

We were thrilled once again to have Mayor Paul Braun of 
Flossmoor promoting his village to all who visited the Childress 
garden in Flossmoor.  And in Homewood, the marketing manager, 
Jennifer Quirky, was at the Lynch/Gregory garden on Perth to let 
all know what a vibrant community Homewood is.  We are truly 
grateful to them both for their time and extra effort!  

It takes many volunteers and almost a year of many months & 
hours to put this day together.  So, please join us in a heartfelt 
thank you to all who have made this event possible:

• To Marnel Scott for the loan of her truck.  To Jeffrey Lippert & 
Patrick Zamkin who start at 6am on the day of to deliver tables, 
chairs, umbrellas, tablecloths, coolers and signage to every 
garden.

• To the incredible gracious garden hosts who opened their 
gorgeous gardens to NCJW and the public in order to benefit 
Aunt Martha’s Health and Wellness and Respond Now:  Cindy 
& John Westerman, Rose & Joe Michelini, Jessica & Ralph 
Hinterman, Myrtle Martin, Paul & Vesta Salinas, Linda Lynch & 
Christopher Gregory, Mimi & Dave Stafford, and the Childress 
Family featuring Cece’s Garden.

• To the knowledgeable Master Gardeners/Horticulturists/Garden 

Southland Community Garden Walk 

Annual9 th

Continued on next page
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• Consultants who volunteered in their assigned garden for 
six hours to enhance our visitors experience: Leo Courshon, 
Alice Katskee, Jeffrey Lippert, Sue McCarthy, Jackie Raffice, 
Marnel Scott, Linda Tyson, and Dave Ward.

• To our $500 “ROSE” Underwriting Sponsors: Leona Calvin 
(in loving memory of George Calvin), Jean Browne (in loving 
memory of Alvin & Maureen Quarles), David Dreyfuss, MD 
(Dreyfuss Plastic Surgery), Michael & Helen Arkes (in loving 
memory of Peggy & Bob Eisenstein and Maxine Arkes), 
Vivaldi Capital Management, LLC.

• To our $250 “IRIS” Sponsors:  Robin & Keith Frank & Family, 
Cathy & Robert Davis, Patricia & Howard Adelman (in loving 
memory of Connie Adelman & Helen Tobin), Jeanne & Rick 
Sundstrom, In memory of Jennifer Artis, The Garden Walk 
Committee (in loving memory of Cece Childress), Kaye 
Wilson, Dr. & Mrs. Don Hollandsworth, Jimmy Caporusso, 
Arbor Centers for EyeCare, Goldberg/Kline Family (in loving 
memory of Shirley & George Kline), McLawhorn Family. 

• To our $100 “PEONY Sponsors:  Rachel & Steve Berger, 

Big John’s Farm Market & Greenhouses, Lois & Stanley 
Birer, Dwayne Kuiper (DJ’s Landscaping), Teri Gaby, 
Hamilton Landscaping, Rosemary Hendricks, Mayor Richard 
Hofeld, Anita & David Lebowitz, Tyler Thompson (Bent 
Oak Landscape), Priscilla Sutker, Woldhuis Farms Sunrise 
Greenhouse, Marilyn Kent Tapajna.

• To our $100 Restaurant Sponsors:  Asian Harbor, Aurelio’s 
Pizza, Bergstein’s Delicatessen, The Egg & I, Flossmoor 
Station Restaurant and Brewery, La Voute bistro-bar.

• To Carron Flagler (for the creation of our original garden 
walk logo).

• To Melani Davis of Davis Celander Design for the hours 
of creative energy designing & laying out our tickets, 
postcards, flyers, and our gorgeous garden walk brochure.

• To Core Integrated Marketing (Howie & Judy Budrow) for 
donation of our beautiful postcards

• To Progress Printing (Nina Gapshes) for donation of flyers

• To Sue McCarthy, Marnel Scott, & Linda Tyson for 
volunteering to make the Childress property "Garden Walk 
ready"!

9th Annual Southland Community 
Garden Walk 
Continued from previous page

Continued on next page



Lippert, Judy Lohr-Safcik, Dory & Larry Machtinger, Jody 
Markus, Cassandra Matz, Tova Meron, Elyse Miller, Caryl & 
Laura Mizrahi, Bonnie Mosbacher, Lynne Oberman, Boni Otto, 
Debby Pebworth, Evie & Larry Plofsky, Bonnie Ribet, Erin 
Roeper, Evie Rosen, Magda Roth, Amy & Nancy Schneider, 
Barbara Schwartz, Barb Schwarz, Marge Street, Marianne 
Switt, Therese Wallace-Brady, Yoko Ward, Gail Weil, Helen 
Wolkow, Patrick Zamkin.

Finally, to the 2019 Garden Walk Committee who planned, 
orchestrated, and oversaw this project for an entire year and 
are already hard at work putting together gardens for 2020!  
Each member of the Committee is responsible for a significant 
piece of this endeavor and when put together, like a tapestry, 
it creates an incredibly beautiful and memorable whole!  Peg 
Boivin, Judy Budrow, Gloria Lippert, Judy Lohr-Safcik, Dory 
Machtinger, Sue McCarthy, Magda Roth, Marnel Scott, Penny 
Shnay.

Thank you again to all of those listed above for supporting 
NCJW.  You have made this one of our most successful garden 
walk fundraisers as well as “friendraisers,” and allowed us to 
showcase our Southland community in a most spectacular 
manner!

Much appreciation and many thanks to each and every one of 
you.

Gloria Lippert    

• To Cheryl & Tim Rhodes for use of their 20' X 10' tent at 
Goldberg Park

• To Caitlyn Childress for artistic and technical expertise in 
designing and producing the garden walk map.

• To Art 4 Soul and Ebel’s Ace Hardware for selling our 
advance tickets.

• To Sue McCarthy, Penny Shnay, Judy Lohr-Safcik, Carole 
Brejcha, Gloria Lippert, Graff Farm & Garden Center, Marnel 
Scott for the generous donation of this year’s fabulous raffle 
items.

• To the Lipperts for hosting the Preview Party.

• To Dave Bruni, Patrick Zamkim and the garden walk 
committee for the donation of WINE for the Preview Party.

To all of our incredible, enthusiastic volunteers who really 
made this event possible: first to our dedicated co-captains of 
Goldberg Park operations, Susan Bayer and Sharon Johnson.  
And, second, to all of our warm, wonderful Garden Walk 
volunteers-ambassadors:  Peg Boivin, Debra Borodkin, Lynn 
Brown, Jean Browne, Judy Budrow, Allison Burnett, Bonnie 
Dimond, Jake & Laura Eisenwasser, Kathy Erickson, Lois Fine, 
Judy Fleisher Jamie Ford, Ellen Freedman, Teri Gaby, Susie 
Goldberg, Risa Graff, Jessica Groen, Delores Irvin, Ellen Kahn, 
Bea Kamen, Ellen Kaplan, Eila Koltun, Anita Lebowitz, Jeffrey 

7
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We are so very happy to share our update with all 
our South Cook Section members: this year we have 
accomplished something totally unprecedented, we 
finished our packing season in record time- only three 
months! We packed a total of 64 beautiful units, which 
will be presented to participating young mothers 
after their infants are born. (The picture shows a 
young mother with infant receiving one of our Summer 
Layettes.)

NCJW South Cook Section’s collaboration with Aunt 
Martha’s Youth Services is an exemplary joint program 
that has been in continuous existence for over 25 years, 
helping those in need!

These Layettes are used as an incentive for the young 
mothers-to-be to complete a parenting course designed 
to enhance their skills. Its stated mission is to “…
prevent infant mortality and promoting health and well-
being in those communities with the highest risk for 
negative outcomes to mother and child.” 

Even if we have concluded our packing for this year, plan 
on joining our team next year! If you have never done it 
before, ask one of our enthusiastic members - they will 
tell you how much fun it is/was!

I want to thank our fabulous team who put their 
creative talents and so much love into the creation of 
each of our Layettes:  Debra Borodkin, Ellen Kaplan, 
Ellen Freedman, Lynne Oberman; Lynn Brown, Susan 
Bayer, Bonnie Mosbacher, Sharon Johnson, Evelyn 
Friedman, Patricia Arnold, Lois Fine, and our newest 
team member, Anita Lebowitz. 

Also, I thank our team and Section members for their 
generous donations and continued support of this 
beloved project!

This year again at our Opening Luncheon event on 
September 25th there will be an excellent opportunity 
for you to bring some of these very much needed and 
deeply appreciated items. We continue to welcome 
your gently used donations of baby items up to size 
18 months. These are some of the items we especially 
need: blankets & comforters; hooded towels; receiving 
blankets; sleepers; bibs; snow suits; sweaters, etc… 
Monetary donations especially earmarked for “Layette” 
are always welcome.

Please contact Marianne Switt at stu_mari@yahoo.com 
with any questions.

Marianne Switt

Albine Gerson Layette Project 

Thank you to the following people who made donations to NCJW in honor of our members’ recent 
graduates: Ilene Banach, Debbie Berman, Peg Butler, Cathy Davis, Sheri Larks, Gloria Lippert, Jody Markus, 
Janis Siner and Rita Sutker Yucus.

We apologize for inadvertently failing to mention in our last bulletin that Joshua Sutker graduated from 8th 
grade. Congratulations, Joshua! His grandmother is Rita Sutker Yucus.

Thank You to Donors Honoring South Cook Member’s 2019 Graduates
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This year, NCJW women carpooled out to Plano, Illinois on a 
beautiful summer day for a guided tour of the Farnsworth House, 
designed by Mies van der Rohe for Dr. Edith Farnsworth. We 
arrived at the visitor’s center and walked half a mile to a wooded 
area with a glass one-room home built on the Fox River.  We 
listened to our marvelous tour guide who spoke to us for over 
an hour about the design of the house, the stormy relationship 
between Dr. Farnsworth and Mies, the next owner Peter Palumbo, 
the restoration of the house, and more. Definitely interesting and 
informative. If you were not able to join us I strongly recommend a 
field trip out to Farnsworth!  

We then went for a lovely lunch at Grace Coffee and Wine. The 
food was delicious, or maybe we were just starving! We were able 
to visit and enjoy each other’s company before we headed home 
after an invigorating day in the country!  

Bonnie Ribet, Chairwoman 

NCJW Day at Farnsworth House

and execution of the museum’s move to Navy Pier. She 
also has worked as a consultant at McKinsey & Company 
and an analyst at Goldman Sachs.

Ms. Abrams holds an MBA degree from Northwestern 
University’s Kellogg School of Management where she 
was an Austin Scholar and an Ardis Krainik Scholar, a 
BSE from the Wharton School and a BA from the College 
of Arts & Sciences at the University of Pennsylvania 
where she was a Benjamin Franklin Scholar. She is the 
author of The New Success Rules for Women: 10 Surefire 
Strategies for Reaching Your Career Goals (Random 

House, 2000) and regularly speaks to students, alumni, 
and professional women’s groups on related topics.

Abrams serves, through the Governor’s appointment, on 
the Illinois Holocaust and Genocide Commission. She 
is a member of The Chicago Network and C100, which 
connects leading Northwestern alumnae to female 
students, graduates and the University to further the 
advancement of Northwestern women. Abrams previously 
was a member of the Chicago Children’s Museum Board 
of Directors, the Board of Advisors for Kellogg’s Center 
for Nonprofit Management, and the Board of Directors 
and Board of Advisors for Leadership Illinois, for which 
she was in the Class of 1997.

Continued from page 1
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The Good Earth   
by Pearl Buck 

BOOK CLUBS

All articles for the next Bulletin should be 
emailed to Beth Lichtenberg at 

bethlich5@gmail.com by October 15th.  

SOUTH SUBURBAN BOOK CLUB 
The South Suburban Book Club meets on the first Thursday 
of each month. Please join us at 7:30 PM. Books are available 
at the Flossmoor Library’s circulation desk. For information 
call Peggy Butler at (708) 799-3355 or e-mail her at 
annabellelake@gmail.com.

CHICAGO BOOK CLUB
For more information about joining the Chicago Book Club, please 
contact bookclubchicago@ncjwsouthcook.org.  New members are 
always welcome!

FRIENDSHIP NOTES

Sheri Larks is our Friendship Notes 
chair.   She will send notes to members 
observing life cycle events for themselves 
or immediate family members, including 
spouses, parents, siblings, children, 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren. 
Notes are sent for births and deaths, 
speedy recoveries, marriages and bar/bat 
mitzvahs. Please let Sheri know... Email her 
at sherbear1229@yahoo.com or call her at 
(708) 798-4992.   

TRIBUTE CARDS 
Express your good wishes or condolences and support NCJW 
projects by purchasing NCJW Tribute cards.  To purchase or 
send a tribute, please contact Bonnie Mosbacher at (708) 
342-6275 or bmoss1121@yahoo.com.

CONGRATULATIONS/MAZEL TOV
Cathy Davis - birth of granddaughter
Melani Davis - birth of daughter
Francesca Wolf Franklin – birth of son
Juell Kadet - granddaughter‘s wedding
Vicki Meilach - birth of grandson
Rabbi and Mrs. Saulson - birth of granddaughter
Craig and Lori Stern – daughter’s wedding
Barbara Warman – B’nai Mitzvah of grandchildren
Bari Wolf – birth of daughter
Sherry Wolf - birth of grandson and granddaughter

SPEEDY RECOVERY/THINKING OF YOU
Gayla Cahan
Sharon Johnson
Lynne Oberman - son
Rita Sachs
Ann Snedden - husband

CONDOLENCES
Hannah Berlin - grandfather
Julie Berlin - father-in-law
Shellie Berlin - husband
Caryl Chudwin - husband
Alice Davis - mother
Rachel Port Davis - grandmother
Judy Fleischer- father-in-law
Judy Frank - husband
Dr. Lisa Grant- father-in- law
Paul Kessler - wife
Todd Kessler - mother
Bari Kessler - mother-in-law
Lauren Kessler - grandmother
Michelle Kosmin - mother
Maddie Kosmin - grandmother
Carrie Tenny - mother-in-law
Jerry Tenny - mother
Michelle Tenny - mother-in-law
Barbara Wagner - husband
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 OCTOBER 10

The Weight of Ink   
by Rachael Kadish

 NOVEMBER 12

Sing Unburied Sing  
by Jesmyn Ward

We mourn the deaths of NCJW Life Members Joan Barr, 
Diane Kessler and Bonnie Shuman. We extend our heartfelt 
condolences to their families.  May their memories be a 
blessing.

DIRECTORY UPDATES

Please let Debra Borodkin know of updates to the Directory by emailing 
them to dbbbor@sbcglobal.net. Not on the Internet? Call her at (708) 798-
8049. If she’s not home, please leave a message with your changes. 
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Dear NCJW friends, 

Once again, we are closing Honey Season with a 
beautiful feeling of “mission accomplished.” In record 
time too. All the packing was done in seven days! Yay! 

We had to work in a smaller place but with a big 
collective heart.  The fact that the room where we 
packed the honey was one of the classrooms at Temple 
Anshe Sholom instead of the big, long, youth lounge was 
a blessing in disguise.  It was cozy yet comfortable, and 
the camaraderie bloomed more than ever.  

Next year, the winds will take us to new places as TAS 
is being sold.  We are forever grateful to the staff for 
their assistance over the years, always with a smile 
and a good disposition going above and beyond their 
responsibilities.  This year, they were Mindy, Art, and 
Kurt. THANKS!

Thanks to the usual suspects in the Queen Bee Team 
without whom this project could not have happened.  
Debra Borodkin, in her 21st year doing honey!; Laura 
Mizrahi, working behind the scenes and around her busy 
schedule; Magda and George Roth, who received us 
in their home for the project kickoff with a wonderful 
dinner among all the other little things they did during 
the year; our dear Sharon Johnson, who decided to 
come and help while hopping on one foot; Bonnie Ribet, 
who represents us at Executive Board and is always 
there when we need her, not to mention that she single-
handedly delivers over 100 boxes of honey; and… 
our latest addition (though she still doesn’t know, we 
are reeling her in slowly like fishing for salmon), the 
awesome, lifesaver, wonder woman Michelle Stern.  All 
you gals on the other teams forget about Michelle, I 
called dibs!

I want to thank all our bees who came and labeled, 
wrapped, boxed and hauled the honey to the post office 
as well. Many of you came more than once knowing 
we were on a short deadline.  I cannot say how much 
I appreciate all your effort and support to this project, 
not just this year but all the past years. The profit 
goes to help NCJW South Cook pay for a myriad of 
activities to help our public schools in the suburbs 
and lobby in Washington for women and family rights 
and protections. Thanks to Carrie Tenny, Marcie Stern, 
Patricia Arnold, Lynne Oberman, Susan Bayer, Laura and 

Jake Eisenwasser, Lynn Brown, Ellen Kaplan, Barbara 
Gordon, Marianne and Stuart Switt, Cheryl Sugar, Lois 
Fine, Debby Pebworth, Evie Rosen, Sheri Larks, Jean 
Browne, Evelyn Friedman, Vicki Meilach, Shyanne Bennet, 
Bonnie Dimond, Susie Goldberg, Erin Roeper, Anita 
Lebowitz, Jennifer and David Dreyfuss, Jim Kelly, Gloria 
Lippert, Mindy Miller, Valerie Birk and Linda Diguardi. 

I want to wish everyone Shana Tova uMetukah. May all 
your wishes and your kids’ wishes come true, and may 
you be inscribed in the Book of Life.  Honey Project 
changed my life for the better, and I am so thankful to 
all of you for that.

Elena Morone, Honey for the Holidays Chairwoman

Honey for the Holidays
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Aug/Sept/Oct 2019

NCJW is a grassroots organization of volunteers and advocates who turn progressive ideals 
into action. Inspired by Jewish values, NCJW strives for social justice by improving the quality 
of life for women, children, and families and by safeguarding individual rights and freedoms. 

Need information? Visit NCJW South Cook online at www.ncjwsouthcook.org

SEPTEMBER
Sept 5 South Suburban Book Club
Sept 10  Board Meeting
Sept 24  Executive Committee Meeting
Sept 25  Opening Luncheon & Gift 
Galleria
Sept 30-Oct 1 Rosh Hashanah

OCTOBER
Oct 2  Board Meeting 
Oct 3 South Suburban Book Club
Oct 9 Yom Kippur
Oct 10 Chicago Book Club
Oct 14-15 Sukkot
Oct 16 “Keeping Faith” presentation
Oct 21 Shemini Atzeret
Oct 22 Simchat Torah
Oct 29 Executive Committee Meeting

NOVEMBER
Nov 5 Board Meeting
Nov 7 South Suburban Book Club
Nov 14 Chicago Book Club
Nov 26 Executive Committee Meeting

Support our Section through this worthy fundraiser.  Purchase as many $10 tickets as you like.  
Each month from October through May three winning tickets will be drawn for $100, $50 and 
$25.  Winning tickets go back in the pot for the next raffle.  You have 24 chances to win each year, with 
eight drawings and three winners each time.  Hot Tix make great gifts too.  They are perfect when the 
occasion calls for “no gifts!”  Contact Anita Lebowitz at (708) 798-4365 or dlebowitz@sbcglobal.
net to purchase tickets.

SOUTH COOK IS 
ON FACEBOOK!

South Cook Section now has a 
current Facebook page.  If you 
would like to post on South 
Cook’s page, please contact 
Marsha Sices at mals48@
aol.com.  She is the primary 
administrator.  Alternate 
administrators are: Ellen Kaplan 
(ellenkaplan@sbcglobal.net), 
Pat Arnold (parnoldhappy@
gmail.com), and Sharon Johnson 
(sejohnsonncjw@yahoo.com).

GO GREEN
NCJW South Cook has 
a website!   Check it out: 
w w w. n c j w s o u t h c o o k .
org.  You’ll find up to date 
events, information, and 
more! Have information or 
an event you’d like listed 
on the website?   Send 
your email to website@
ncjwsouthcook.org. 

GO ONLINE
Join your fellow members 
and sign up to receive 
your South Cook Bulletin 
by email.  Simply email 
Cathy Davis at kashazi@
aol.com and save a tree!


