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Aunt Martha’s  
Holiday Gift Project

This year, the homes that NCJW South 
Cook will sponsor are Independence 
Place and TIPS Shelter. The Gallagher 
extended family and friends will help 
sponsor TIPS and Bonnie Ribet, George 
Ribet and Hunter Douglas employees 
will generously adopt the residents at 
Independence. Once again, we ask you 
to contribute either a check donation 
(make check payable to NCJW Aunt 
Martha’s Holiday Gift Project) or VISA 
or Target gift cards in denominations of 
$25/50/75/100. This money will be used 
to buy additional items for the kids and/
or the homes and fill in the gaps (such 
as robes, underwear, pajamas, kitchen 
items, vacuums, etc.). We will also use 
your donations to shop for last minute 
arrivals, which we DO anticipate 
occurring.

If you have any questions, would like to 
attend the holiday events, or would like 
to shop for individuals, please call Bonnie 
Ribet at (708) 212-6366.

We thank you in advance for your 
generous support of one of our 
Section’s oldest projects and for making 
the holidays so special for these teens.

Bonnie Ribet, Chair, Aunt Martha’s 
Holiday Gift Project

REPRODUCTIVE JUSTICE: 
WHERE WE HAVE BEEN AND WHERE WE ARE GOING

This January as we celebrate the 43rd anniversary of the Supreme Court’s decision in Roe 
vs. Wade, we have to examine the status of reproductive justice in the United States today.   
The Supreme Court ruled that the right of privacy affirmed a constitutionally protected right 
to abortion.  In the decades since Roe, the U.S. Supreme Court, while upholding the right to 
abortion, has made it easier for states to pass laws restricting access to abortion.  

Beginning in 1976, the Hyde Amendment has been passed annually by Congress in Federal 
appropriation legislation.  This amendment bans federal funding for abortion except in cases 
of rape, incest, or life endangerment to the mother.  The measure primarily restricts Medicaid 
coverage for low-income women, but also includes federal employees and their dependents, 
Peace Corps volunteers, Native Americans, women in federal prisons and detention centers 
(immigration centers), and low-income women in the District of Columbia.

Right now, there is an opportunity for groundbreaking legislation for reproductive justice. 
Congressional champions, led by Representative Jan Schakowsky (D-IL), Barbara Lee (D-CA), 
and Diana DeGette (D-CO), introduced the Equal Access to Abortion Coverage in 
Health Insurance (EACH WOMAN) ACT, HR2967.  As of now, there are 106 
co-sponsors of this bill.  This bill would ensure abortion coverage for every woman – no 
matter her income, source of insurance, or zip code.   It would prohibit political interference 
with decisions by private health insurance companies to offer coverage for abortion care.  
The passage of the EACH Woman Act would stop the terrible wrongs of the Hyde 
Amendment, which for 37 years have fallen hardest on people of color, low-income, and 
youth.   It should be a choice to become a parent, not dependent on where one lives, income 
level, or insurance coverage.

Jewish values teach that we must not stand idly by while barriers to health care place anyone’s 
moral autonomy, health, economic security, or well being at risk.  NCJW is committed to 
advancing the goals of reproductive justice so every person can make their own moral and 
faith-informed decisions about their body, health, and family.                                    

Debby Pebworth and Ellen Kaplan
NCJW South Cook Illinois State Policy Advocates

The passage of the EACH Woman Act would stop the terrible wrongs 
of the Hyde Amendment . . .
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I’ve watched the debates, I’ve read the newspapers. Running 
for U.S. president is a grueling task.

I’m glad all I had to do was to say yes when Jamie Benovic 
asked me to be NCJW’s one and only Presidential candidate. 
“People listen to you,” she said. My views on worldwide 
issues were of little consequence. My commitment to South 
Cook Section, my commitment to lead for two years, my 
commitment to Jewish values - that’s all it took to be elected. 
Many thanks to those who voted for me!

Certainly no one leads in isolation.  I am fortunate to have as my “cabinet” the talented 
and dedicated women of our Executive Committee. To Bonnie, Carrie, Debra, Frima, Gloria, 
Jamie, Jody, Laura, Magda and Sharon, thank you.

I am proud that we have established NCJW South Cook Section’s website. Be sure to 
check it out. Amy Bloomberg, our webmaster, keeps the site current.

I am proud that, with funding assistance from the Iris Dreyfuss Fund, we have made 
it possible for Garfield School students to participate in an amazing arts-in-education 
program. Students experienced Governor’s State University’s Sculpture Garden. The 
operative word here was “Wow!”

I am proud that almost 150 men and woman attended our Opening luncheon and Gift 
Galleria.  I am proud that so many of you participated in Fall Event. Many thanks to 
Sharon Johnson for making all of the arrangements to bring that event to our community.

So, am I fulfilling my commitment to lead South Cook in ways that honor our traditions?

I hope so! With your help, we can keep our Section strong and vibrant, a voice and 
presence in Chicago and its South Suburbs.

Lynne Oberman
President of NCJW South Cook Section
lynnencjw@gmail.com

President’s Message  

Mini-Grants
“Flashlight Reading Friday,” “Economics – 
Everyday, Everywhere,” and ”Can you See 
it Now?” are titles of some of our Mini-
Grant fund recipients.  The Mini-Grant 
Committee recently met to choose winners 
from 30 proposals.  Each proposal received 
serious study and discussion.  Opening 
the envelopes and considering each of the 
teachers’ ideas to engage their class was 
as exciting as opening the cover of a book 

you can’t wait to read! This was the experience of the members of the Mini-Grant 
committee.

 The thirty proposals we received were from sixteen area schools, and ten proposals 
received funding.  School Districts awarded funds were Districts 161, 162, 163, 160, 170 
and 153.  All sixteen schools were represented.

 Members of the Mini-Grant committee are Jamie Benovic, Debra Borodkin, Nancy Burrows, 
Lois Fine, Sharon Johnson, Ellen Kaplan, Jody Markus, Frima Margolin,  Lynne Oberman, Evelyn 
Rosen, Leslie Sigale and Carol Spector.

Evelyn Rosen, Mini-Grant chair 

HEBREW PHRASE GUIDES HER LIFE
“It seems just a couple of Hebrew words have 
guided Gloria Lippert all her life --- “tikkun olam,” 
repairing the world.

Articles in the Star and the Southtown describe 
roles Gloria undertook in achieving her goal. 
She foster parented 20 teens. She served as Vice 
President and later as President of NCJW South 
Cook Section, an organization “inspired by Jewish 
values, working through research, education, 
advocacy and community services to improve the 
quality of life for woman, children and families. 
NCJW strives to ensure the rights and freedoms 
for all.”

Additionally Gloria served as volunteer coordinator 
with Public Action to Deliver Shelter, or PADS, and 
was involved with the Anti-Defamation League of 
B’nai B’rith, where she was part of a diversity team, 
training school staff to deal with cultural differences.

In the articles, Gloria attributes her parents, ardent 
volunteers who lived the Jewish tradition of tikkun 
olam, as her inspiration. Today, 14 years after these 
articles appeared, Gloria continues to live her life as 
volunteer and community leader.

Thanks, Julia, for keeping our archives. Thanks, 
Gloria, for keeping our traditions.

Lynne Oberman

DATELINE
August 30, 2001

THE STAR

September 6, 2001
DAILY SOUTHTOWN

v  v  v

Prairie State Book 
Scholarships

NCJW South Cook Section 
awarded $250 book scholarships 
to three women attending 
Prairie State College this fall.  All 

three plan to be nurses and wish to continue at 
Governor’s State University to earn their RN 
degrees. One recipient is in her last year of the 
nursing program. Another is beginning the program 
this  fall and the third is taking classes to prepare 
for the nursing program while working as a 
CNA.  All of them have earned better than a 3.5 
GPA in their coursework. 

This year was a little different for your Committee 
as the College has automated their grant and 
scholarship applications.  We had to be trained 
to use their system, and thanks to Amy Bloomberg, 
we were able to come through. We are looking 
forward to an easier time for Spring Semester! The 
Scholarship Committee consists of Amy Bloomberg, 
Carol Spector, Judy Lohr, Susan Gertler and Susan 
Bayer.

Susan Bayer, Chair of Prairie State Book Scholarship 
Committee

Tributes
Express your good wishes or condolences and support NCJW projects by purchasing 
NCJW Tribute cards. To purchase or send a tribute, please contact Bonnie Mosbacher 
at (708) 342-6275 or bmoss1121@yahoo.com.

v  v  v
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Outdoors @ the NATE
From Governors State University’s Nathan Manilow Sculpture Park: “Seed funding for the 
pilot program visit of Outdoors@theNATE generously provided by the Iris Dreyfuss Fund 
and the National Council of Jewish Woman, South Cook Section.”

Thanks to the Iris Dreyfuss Fund, Garfield School students in grades 4, 5, and 6 enjoyed an 
amazing and unique visit to our local treasure, GSU.  Geoffrey Bates, Sculpture Park curator, 
provided an introductory lesson at Garfield in preparation for the kids visit. The next week 
the students were wowed by their walk through the park, viewing huge sculptures scattered 
throughout the prairie setting. Docents were available to answer their MANY thoughtful 
questions.

The kids had a grand time collecting specific plant specimens and writing their impressions. 
They even had an opportunity to create their own works of art. Of course the kids ended 
up eating some of the gumdrops provided with “construction” toothpicks.... but not before 
demonstrating ingenuity, creating and cooperating, and showing their pride in achievement.

While the school provided sack lunches, Jennifer Dreyfuss’ idea to provide an ice cream bar 
treat was a great hit. The creativity and generosity of Jerry Dreyfuss and his family do great 
honor to Iris.

Lynne Oberman

Fall Event 
The 2015 NCJW Fall Event – a book reading and discussion of “A Life Less Lived” by Dr. Eileen 
Ladin-Panzer - was presented on November 4 at Temple Anshe Sholom.  Dr. Ladin-Panzer 
read numerous passages from her book after giving her audience a biographical sketch of her 
experiences leading up to the writing of her book and some interesting information about 
being self-published.  

“A Life Less Lived” is a study of the lives of an immigrant Jewish family and their experiences in 
adapting to Chicago in the 1940’s and 1950’s as well as dealing with their family relationships.  
One particularly resonating excerpt featured a visit to the Marshall Field’s Walnut Room.

At the conclusion of her book reading, Dr. Ladin-Panzer asked for comments and reminiscences from the audience on their lives in Chicago at that 
time.  Many were able to share delightful family stories about Marshall Field’s or downtown Chicago.  Dr. Ladin-Panzer then signed copies of her book 
purchased at the event.

Temple Anshe Sholom did a great job providing all the needed set-ups and equipment to make the evening run smoothly and efficiently.   

I would like to thank all members who provided wonderful baked goods and my co-chair Jamie Benovic for her help, as well as Lois Fine, Lynne Oberman, 
Debra Borodkin, and Laura Eisenwasser.  Additional thanks to Bonnie Mosbacher for providing Tributes and Anita Lebowitz for providing Hot Tix. 

Thank you to everyone who attended the event.  NCJW appreciates your support.

Sharon Johnson, Fall Event 2015 Chair

~ A Word from Our Partner ~
South Suburban Family Shelter

With no state budget passed, and seeing that SSFS has not received 
any funds from the state since July 1, we are in particular need 
of certain items during this upcoming holiday season. I hope our 
NCJW South Cook members will consider donating whatever 
they are able to donate. We need:  turkeys, canned goods such 
as vegetables, soups, and fruit, and other non-perishable food 
items with current freshness dates. We also need gift cards for 
gas, Target, Walmart, Dollar Store, and Sam’s Club. We always 
need “non food” items that are not covered by a Link card, so our 
clients who are receiving public assistance can purchase things like 
shampoo, lotion, diapers, sanitary products, paper goods, etc.

Donations may be dropped off at the SSFS administration building 
located at 18139 Harwood, Homewood.  Questions?  Contact me 
at (708) 794-2140, ext. 303 or vmeilach@ssfs1.org

Vicki Meilach, ICDVP
South Suburban Family Shelter Community Outreach Coordinator

We Get Letters . . .
Camp Quality 

Dear National Council of Jewish Women,
We would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your non-cash 
donation to Camp Quality, Illinois. As always, this camp would not be 
possible without donations like yours.

We hope that while bringing us such a delicious meal for 220 people, you 
were able to see just what Camp Quality is all about. Please retain this letter 
as receipt of your donation. Our federal tax ID is [omitted]. No goods or 
services were received for this donation.

The entire Camp Quality Illinois family thanks you for coming out and 
spending some time with us. We hope to see you again next year!!

If you have any questions in the future or need any further information, 
please feel free to contact us.

Sincerely,
Dawn Winters, Treasurer

v  v  v

v  v  v

South Cook 2015-16 Directories
NCJW South Cook’s 2015-16 Directories are ready 
for delivery. If you haven’t already received your 
copy and would like one, please contact Carrie Tenny 
at jctenny@sbcglobal.net or (708) 957-8310.

A special thank you to Susie Goldberg and her many 
friends for coordinating delivery both near and 
far.  Her contacts and devotion to this project is 
amazing.   

Thank you to the many members who have also 
helped with delivery: Debra Borodkin, Ellyn Eisner, 
Sharon Johnson, Joanne Zitter, Renee Kaminsky, Bonnie 
Ribet, Mona Rosenthal, Joan Krengel, Flora Alderman, 
Gloria Lippert, Shirley Nale, Judy Kopas, Becky 
Moeckler, Sherry Wolf, Arlene Freedman, Jamie Benovic, 
Penny Shnay, Marianne Switt, Mindy Miller and Marcie 
Borodkin-Grayer.  We appreciate all of your efforts!
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~  Opening Luncheon and Gift Galleria  ~
This year’s Opening Luncheon and Gift Galleria kicked off South Cook Section’s programming year with featured speaker Melinda Bates, former 
director of the White House Visitors Office during the Clinton administrations. Ms. Bates captivated us with her personal stories and photos of the 
numerous dignitaries and celebrities she encountered during her tenure. It was a great way to start our Section’s year and inspire us to continue the 
amazing community service and advocacy work in which our members take such pride.

This year’s raffle of local food establishment gift cards raised needed funds for our community service projects.  Thank you to our members and guests 
who donated supplies for the Albine Gerson Layette and Cynthia Maddox Adopt-a-School projects.  We also thank our Gift Galleria vendors and 
shoppers whose participation also raised funds for our projects.

We deeply appreciate the following individuals for their help in making the day a success and our job look easy:  

v Whitney Finkelstein and Michelle Stern, for their creative and beautiful red, white and blue centerpieces that made the Idlewild venue look so lovely;

v Allison Stern, for folding and stuffing 600 event invitations and assembling the raffle basket;

v Lynn Gaby and Betti Goldberg, for coordinating Gift Galleria, and Sharon Johnson for obtaining the special gift galleria raffle basket; 

v Carrie Tenny, for receiving the luncheon RSVP’s, organizing the table seating, and overseeing many of the day’s logistics, and Susie Goldberg, for her 
help in assisting with the table arrangements;

v Debra Borodkin, for printing nametags, organizing the directories and overseeing the front foyer; 

v Gloria Lippert, for her overall assistance in showcasing many of NCJW’s projects and making us feel proud to be members of our Section;

v The Board Members who helped with last minute “day of” activities: Susan Bayer, Peg Butler, Susie Goldberg, Sharon Johnson, Ellen Kaplan, Diane Kessler, 
Frima Margolin, Vicki Meilach, and Marianne Switt; and lastly

v To you, our members, and all the guests who attended the event, making the day so memorable.

We appreciate everyone’s contributions, monetary and in-kind, and for staying involved in our wonderful organization.

Beth Lichtenberg and Jody Markus, Co-Chairs

v v v
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Directory Updates Members, please update your directory when contact information 
changes.  Changes should be emailed to Debra Borodkin at 
dbbor@sbcglobal.net.  

New Addresses: 
Alvina Shutan
6343 Via de Sonrisa del Sur, Apartment 191
Boca Raton, Florida 33433
(561) 362-9771

Miriam Golub
1371 S Ocean Blvd, Apt. 904
Pompano Beach, FL 33062

Linda Sloan
3520 Juneberry Dr
Wesley Chapel, FL 33543

Janet C. Parker
Address same - Apt 205
Cindy Meister
Address incorrect - missing correct address 

New emails:
Anna-Marie Brodsky: annamariebrodsky83@gmail.com
Carol Saidel: csaidel1@comcast.net
Anita Shore: anitashore@gmail.com
Pamela Woodward: pamwoo@live.com
corrected telephone #: (312) 285-2554

Page 4 in Directory:
Washington DC Office phone #: (202) 296-2588

Friendship Notes . . .
Leslie Silverman is our Friendship Notes chair.  She will send notes to 
members observing life cycle events for themselves or immediate family 
members, including spouses, parents, siblings, children, grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren. Notes are sent for births and deaths, speedy 
recoveries, marriages and bar/bat mitzvahs.  Please let Leslie know... Email 
her at lsilverman@amli.com or call her at (312) 283-4885. 

Condolences
Ruth Friedman – Sister-in-law
Lisa Greenebaum - Mother
Gladys Lassner – Brother-in-law
Sandra Leff - Father-in-law   
Jodie Virene - Father
Julia Ziev - Daughter
 
Speedy Recovery/Thinking of You
Julie Berlin – Grandmother
Tracy Brown – Mother
Jennifer and David Dreyfuss – Father/Father in law
Sue Garb
Natalie Hart – Grandmother
Gloria and Jeffrey Lippert – Mother/Mother-in-law
Judy Lohr – Husband
Missy Meilach – Father
Vicki Meilach – Husband
Phyllis Stein
Debbie Weinstein
 
Mazel Tov
Debra Borodkin – Marriage of Grandson
Rachel Bressack Murphy – Birth of Daughter
Judy Fleischer – Birth of Grandson
Risa Graff – Birth of Grandson 
Dory Machtinger – Grandson Bar Mitzvah
Mimi Mesirow – Marriage of Son
Diane Schaar – Birth of Granddaughter
Ann Snedden – Marriage of Son
Barbara Sporn – Birth of Granddaughter 
Jane Sneiderman Stokar – Birth of Granddaughter

We mourn the loss of NCJW Life Members Nancy Rusnak 
and Francine Ziev and offer our heartfelt condolences to their 
families.  May their memories be a blessing.

All articles for the February/March Bulletin should 
be emailed to Beth Lichtenberg at 

bethlich5@gmail.com by January 15th.  

South Suburban Book Club 
South Suburban Book Club meets on the first Thursday of each 
month. Please join us at 7:40 PM. Books are available at the 
Flossmoor Library’s circulation desk. For information call Peggy 
Butler at (708) 799-3355 or e-mail annabellelake@gmail.com.

DECEMBER 3  
CHINA DOLLS by Lisa See
Hostess: Elyse Miller
Facilitator: Marianne Switt

JANUARY 7
THE LANGUAGE OF FLOWERS by Vanessa Diffenbaugh
Hostess: Debra Borodkin
Facilitator: Nancy Burrows

Book Clubs
Chicago Book Club
Please contact Irene Newman at inewman680@aol.com or 
(312) 867-0850 for more information.  New members are 
always welcome!

DECEMBER 10
THE KINDNESS by Polly Samson
Hostess:  Irene Newman

JANUARY 14
FLOWERS IN THE BLOOD
by Gay Courter
Hostess:  Beth Najberg

Directory Updates
& Corrections



NON-PROFIT
ORGANIZATION

U.S. Postage
PAID

Permit No. 125
Homewood, Illinois

60430

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

DATED MATERIALS

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

P.O. Box 982
Homewood, IL 60430-0982

Bulletin
President ........................................... Lynne Oberman
Editor .................................................Beth Lichtenberg
Mailing ............................. Bonnie Ribet, Ilene Banach

 Dec. 2015/Jan. 2016

NCJW is a grassroots organization of volunteers and advocates who turn progressive ideals into action. Inspired by Jewish 
values, NCJW strives for social justice by improving the quality of life for women, children, and families and by safeguarding 
individual rights and freedoms.

Join your fellow members and
sign up to receive your

outh Cook Bulletin by email.
Simply email Cathy Davis at

kashazi@aol.com and save a tree!

Support our Section through this worthy 
fundraiser.  Purchase as many $10 tickets as 
you like.  Each month from September through 
May three winning tickets will be drawn for 
$100, $50 and $25.  Winning tickets go back 
in the pot for the next raffle.  You have 24 
chances to win each year, with eight drawings 
and three winners each time.  Hot Tix make 
great gifts too.  They are perfect when the 
occasion calls for “no gifts!”  Contact Anita 
Lebowitz at (708) 798-4365 or dlebowitz@
sbcglobal.net to purchase tickets.

OCTOBER WINNERS
$25 Joan Plusser
$50 Neal Goldberg
$100 Renee Kaminsky

NOVEMBER WINNERS 
$25 Sharon Lorsch 
$50 Fran Licht 
$100 Anita Lebowitz 

DECEMBER
December 1 Board Dinner
December 3 South Suburban Book Club
December 10 Chicago Book Club
December 6-14 Hanukkah
December 22 Executive Committee Meeting

JANUARY
January 5 Board Meeting
January 7 South Suburban Book Club
January 14  Chicago Book Club
January 25 Tu B’Shevat
January 26 Executive Committee Meeting

IS SOMEONE IN YOUR 
FAMILY GRADUATING 

THIS SPRING?
If you know of someone who is 
graduating this Spring 2016 from high 
school, college or graduate school, 
send the name to: 

Cathy Davis
Home (708) 957-0086

Cell (708) 372-8732

Email: Kashazi@aol.com

Drop off or send a note: 2056 
Braeburn Ave., Flossmoor, IL 60422

The name will be part of our graduates 
listing that comes out in the April 
bulletin. 


